


























CONTENTS xxvii- 


Chap. XCVII. 4 foort account of the inbabitants and revenues of ANHALT KDERS 
HEN, ANHALT DESSAU, BINBURG and ZERBST. 4 fuccin€ view of MacDrE-. 
BURG, ad WOLFENBUTTEL, Of the revenues and forces of the court of BRUNS- 
Wic, with @ view of the ducal palace and gallery of pidiures at SALTZDALEN, 


Page 449 


XCVIII. The author purfues bis journey to the eleCtorate of HANOVER. 4 brief account 
of the city of HANOVER, its palace, flables, inkabitants. Of the revenues, foldiery, 
‘Ge. Reflettions on court language. A fhort account of the palace and garden of 
HERENHAUSEN 455 





{ 
4 
} 
} 











iv i Pop Ae: A TO 


AAhei Wavigation, and in fome meafure the founder of our 
empire wramERIcA, was the direétor of it in the difcovery 
of arcHY\NGrL: this put us in pofleffion of our trade to 
russra, which has been fince carried on with fo great reputa- 
tion. In our own time we find the fame fpirit of induftry 
and enterprize, of which your late attempt over the casP1AN 
{ea is an honorable proof. How that enterprize was conduc- 

‘ted, and what various incidents attended it, as I had an op- 
portunity of the moft authentic information, corroborated 
by my own experience, I have indulged my inclination, and 
employed my leifure in giving an account: with what fide- 
lity this is done, you are the proper judges. 


As this trade became an objeét of attention to the legif- 
lature upon your recommendations: and as the great hopes 
conceived of it were not entertained without juft grounds ; 
I prefume it will not be ungrateful to you, that the public 
fhould know upon what péineiples you acted, and how be- 
neficial your undertaking might have been to the nation, 
Though we have been foiled in this enterprize, the feas are 

“open to us, and whilft we continue MASTERS of them, they 
are our fafeft, and perhaps our only means of conveyance ; 
at leaft, I beli¢ve, hiftory can hardly furnifh an inftanéein 
thefe latter times, of a confiderable trade being carried on 
by traverfing the dominions of a foteign prince. 

‘4 The 


DEDICATION :¥y 


Tue relation of profperous undertakings is the me-agreex" 
able tafk ; but inftru@ion, which is the great end oKiftorical 
narrations, depends not upon the nature of events :“ it is not 
material whether they are favorable or not, but whether they 
be honeftly and fairly ftated, the true caufes explored, and 
‘their influence difcovered through the whole chain of effeéts. 
Perhaps future generations may have occafion to refer to 
what paffed in our time, as we now look back to the days 
of queen gLizaserH; and if circumftances fhould again 
rendgs thts trade practicable and advantageous to the nation, 
the experience we have lately bought, muft neceffarily be of 
great ulo. 

Ir we call to mind that religious zeal with which you 
taifed a fund for building a public place of worfhip at St. 
PETERSBURG ; and your generous refolution. not to permit 
that the sririsu nation fhould be the only one in russia 
without this mark of honor and diftinétion ; may it not be 
expected that the supreme Berne, who direéts all events by 
his providence, will enable you either to revive your casPian 
trade, or to ftrike out fome other branch more beneficial ? 
The charaéteriftic of a brave and commercial nation js to be 
ever purfuing fomething ufeful to mankind : thé world isnot in 
all its known parts fo familiar to us, but new channels of tradé 
may be {truck out; nor is it fo well civilized, but commerce 

may. 


vi DEDICATION, 


inay “pratly effec what the {word cannot. You have my 
fincete withes that in all things profperity may attend your 


endeavowrs, in your private, as well as corporate capacity. 
Tam, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your moft humble 


London, 
January, 1753: 


and moft obedient Servant, 


Jonas Hanway. 





fo Pee Pes TO 


this wor; fhould be ufeful to the public, the merit is not 
mine, ‘bat belongs properly to your LADYSHIP, and to LORD © 
and CADY VERE; in compliance with whofe requeft, the 
tranfient thoughts I had entertained on this fubje@t; were 
carried inte execution. 


Sie firft volume will thew, that I have not been con- 
tented with the bare office of an hiftorian: I have ven- 
tured te give my thoughts on perfons and things ; which, 
according to the different fubjects of my reflexions, often 
conftitute me a moralift, and fometimes a politician. . Upon 
the whole, this is a mifcellaneous work ; in the profecution 
ef whigh, I am-the more expofed to fall into thofe inaccu- — 
racies which may tempt fome to criticize, who have not the 


candor to confider, that I am ag author by accident, and 


cannot be faid to offend againft rules, with which I do not 
pretend to be acquainted. 


Wuar a man has feen, he feems to have'a right to relate, 

if be conceives it to be of fuch a nature as may turn to the. 
‘public advantage. But the common failing of private men, 
is to efteem the iricidents of their own life, if there beeny 

_ thing in them out of the common road, of greater édfite- 
_ quence than they really are. This opinion of our own fig- 
nificancy will however be corrected by the judgment of the 
public, to which I readily fubmit. — . 


In 


DEDLCA TION ix 


‘In performances of fuch a nature as this, if cither-infor.: 
mation or inftrudion refults from them, it. is com 2. inore 
extenfive influence,’ than what arifes from the perufal of the 
actions or fentiments of perfons in a more exalted {phere of 
dite.’ ‘The number of thofe who can be ‘either. informed or 
inftru@ed by the..memoirs of: eminent ftatefinen .or great 
captains, bears but a {mall proportion to the multitudes that 
may receive benefit from the. obférvations of fuch as have run 
through {cénes;‘in which every common reader may poflibly. 
Becsuié an actor. 


To infpire the mind of a reader with the defire of ag 
ina manner fuitable to the relation in which we ftand, to. 
thegreat lord of nature, as well’ as to ‘our fllow-reatres, : 
is the nobleft obje&t: that ‘an :author can~ have in view. :’ If 
by adhering , to this principle, T have fometimes given into 
religious as well as moral reflexions, “I hope that. I ftand in 
need of no laboured: excufe. = .Sohié indulgence is certainly 
due to the natural frame’ and conhication: of. mens ‘tninds 3, 
and whoever has run. through. ‘dangers and - - experienced 
‘difficulties; + will, gradually contra@ fomewliat of this ferious. 
ditpofition; how little foever: he + might - -have* entertained of 
“He before, Thofe who- at the fir ‘perufal- diflike my’ 
reflexions; may, in a future period of: their lives, -difcover, 
that fick fentiments ‘merit.:a better. reception, To. bé 

Vou I: a kindly 


x Yo DT GAS AON: 


kindly.xeceived at firft fight is agreeable ; yet to be efteemed. 
upon cefiexion is of the two, moft to be defired.. 


. To temper that ferioufnefs which reigns throughout thie 
book, it is requifite there fhould be a mixture of other mat- 
ter; for we feldom profit by writings that do not afford: 
amufement.. Such a mixture there will be found:. my fub-- 
ject leads me to treat of many great events, which for their. 
fingularity have the air of romance: fome of thefe have hi-- 
therto efcaped notice, and others have been very confufedly. 
and imperfectly reprefented. Variety is the moft effectual. 
method of pleafing ; for the human mind having different. 
faculties, is fatisfed in proportion as a {maller or greater. 
number of thefe are gratified. 


Tere has been a general, and I doubt, too juft a fufpi-. 
cion, that in penning the ftory of their own travels, authors. 
have fometimes fought to heighten the agreeablenefs of their 
‘relations, by deviating from, or magnifying the truth, The 
fame notion carried a little farther, has produced i ingenious: 
fictions, fufceptible of greater ornaments; and which, thowgn” 
they did not inform fo much, have pleated more. I dare 
aver, and it is my duty to aver, that there is nothing of that 
kind in thefe theets : and therefore, how fingular foever fome 

paflages 
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Chap. tl  -OF THE ‘CASPIAN ‘TRADE, - 


“. that all things fhould be founde in One region, to the ende that one thouide have 
"© neede of another; that by this meanes friendthippe might be-eftablithed among 
** all men, and euery one feek to gratifie all. For the eftablithing and fur. 
“© therance of which uniuerfal amitie, certaine men of our realme, moued here- 
‘* unto by the -faide defire, have-inftituted and taken upon them a uoyage by fea 
“* into farre countreis, to the intent that betweene our people and them, a way 
** may be opened to bring in, and Carry out marchandizes, defiring us to further 
“* their enterprize. Who affenting to their petition, have licenfed the right valiant 
“* and worthy Sir nuGH wiLLoucusy, knight, and other our truiftie and faithfull 
“* fervants, which are with him according to their defire, to goe to countreis to 
** them heretofore unknowen, as well to feek fuch things as we lacke, as alfo to car. 
“* ry unto them from our regions, fuch things as they lacke. So that hereby not onely - 
* commoditie may enfue both to them and us, but alfo an indiffoluble and perpetual 
“ league of friendthippe be eftablithed betweene us both, while they permit us to 
** take off their things, fach whereof they have abundance in their regions, and we 
** againe grant them fuch things of ours, whereof they are deftitute. “We therefore . 
“* defire you kings and princes, and al other to whome there is any power on the 
“earth, to permit unto thefe our fervants, free paffage by your regions and domi- 
“ nions : for they fhall not touch any thing of yours unwilling unto you, Confi- 
“* der you that they alfo are men. If therefore they fhall ftand in neede of any thing, 
“© we defire you of all humanitie, and for the nobilitie which is in you, to aide and 
“ helpe them with fuch things as they lacke, receiving againe of them fuch things 
“© as they fhall be able to give you in recompence. Shewe yourfelves fo- towards 
“* them, as you would that we and our fubjects fhould thewe ourfelves towards your 
“ fervants, if at any time they fhall pafie by our regions, 


“* Tuus doing, we promife you by the con of all things that are contained in 
** heauen, earth, and the fea, and by the life and tranquilitie of our kingdomes, 
“ that we will with like humanitie accept your fervants, if at any time they fhall 
“* come to our kingdomes, where they fhall as friendly and gently be entertained, 
* as if they were borne in our dominions, that we may hereby recompence the fa- 
£* vour and benignitie which you have fhewed to our men. Thus after we have 
“¢ defired you kings and princes, &c. with all humanitie and favour, to enter- 
** taine our well-beloued fervants, we will pray our almightie cop, to grant you 
“* long life, and peace, which never thall haue end. - Written in LONDON, which 
. “is the chiefe city of our kingdome, in the yeere from the creation of the world 
“ 5515, in the month of Jiar 4, the fourteenth day of the month, and feventh 
“* yeere of our raigne.” 


Tae fleet fent out upon this difcovery, in confequence of the king's letter, con- 
fifted of the nona ESPERANZA, the EDWARD BONAVENTURE, and the Bona conFi- 
DENTIA, all under the command of Sir HUGH WILLOUGHBY, as captain-general, 
It was this gentleman’s fate, in company with the crew of the Bona ESPERANZA, 
to be frozen to death the fame year in LAPLAND 5 but RICHARD CHANCELER, who 
commanded the epwarp BONAVENTURE, had the happinefs to make a oe, 

‘ B2 - @ 


* Jar is the month of februaty.” 


4 THE BARLIEST ACCOUNTS Part 


ofRcHANGEL, from whence he was conduéted to mosco. Here he was received 
\with fingular marks of diftinGtion by the great duke ivan WASSILOWIT2, who ac- 
cepted the offerof commerce, and returned a favorable anfwer to the king’s letter. 


7Pe next material incident was in 1555, when a treaty with the great duke, 
fometimes called emperor of RUSSIA, Was made; by which. he granted ample pri- 
vileges to the ENGLISH merchants trading to RUSSIA 5 and the fame year, king 
pHILrp and queen MARY honoured them with a charter. The next year OSEP NA~ 
peoFF, the RUSSIAN embaflader, came ito ENGLAND. In 1557, ANTHONY JEN- 
Kinson pafied through RUSSIA into BOXHARA, which he was very quickly obliged 
to leave; the king of sAMARCAND having. invaded that country. He found that 
the persian trade lay moft on the fide of syriay.and. the frontiers of TURKEY. 
After variety of fortunes and difficulties, which have a very remarkable analogy with 
thofe of the time of which I am now writing, he returned home by the way of casaN 
on the VoLGA, in 1560, having firft had the honor of hoifting the red crofs of St. . 
GEORGE, or the royal banner of ENGLAND, On the CASPIAN fea. 


Encouracep by the merchants adventurers, -in #56r the fame JEWKINSON pro- 
cured a letter from queen ELIZABETH, NOW vin the third year of her reign, to the 
fhah rmumas, the king of PERSIA, and travelled into that country.- Fhe fingular 


{pirit and fimplicity of ‘this letter, alfo, induces me to infert it as follows. 


* 
* 


LIZA BETH, by the grace of cop, queene of ENGLAND, &c. To the 
ss right mightie, and right-victorious: prince, the great sopHre, emperor of 
« The PERSIANS, MEDES, PARTHIANS, HYRCANES, CARMANARTANS, MARGIANS, 
« of the people on this fide, and beyond the river of TycRIs, and of all men and 
«« nations between the CASPIAN fea and the gulph of PERSIA, gfecting, and moft 
“ happie increafe in all profperitie. 


“¢ By the goodnefs of the almightie cop, it is ordayned, that thofe people, which 

«¢ not only the huge diftance of land, and the invincible widenes of feas, but alfo 

“ the uery quarters of the heavens doe mofte farre feparate and fette afunder, may 

_ © nevertheleffe through good commendation by writing, both eafe, and alfo com- 

« municate between them, not onely the conceived thoughts, or deliberations, 

« and’ gratefull: offices of humanitie, but alfo many commodities of mutual in- 
“ telligence. : ‘ 


«6 THEREFORE, whereas our faithfull, and right well beloved fervant ANTHONIE 
© yenxinsow, bearer of thefe our letters, is determined, with our licenfe, fauour, 
“* and grace, to paffe out of this our realme, and by cop’s fufferance to travel evén 
« into persta, and other your jurifdictions > we minde truely with our good fa- 
« uour, to fette forward, and aduance, that his right laudable purpofe : and the 
more willingly, for that this his enterprife is grounded upon an honeft intent, to 
« eftablith trade of merchandize with your fabjeéts, and with other ftrangers traf- 
** fiking your’ realmes. : 

; 5 _ 
es WHERE- 


Chap. I. OF THE Caspra N TRADE, , 5 


J 
“WHEREFORE, we have thought good, both to write to your majeftie, ahd alfo 
** to defire the fame to uouchfafe at our requeft, to grant to our Taide fervant, an-— 
‘© THONIE JENKINSON, good pafports, and fafe condu@s, by mediies, and autho- 
“rite whereof, it may be free, and lawful for him, together with his familiars, 
“© fervants, Carriage, merchandize, and goods whatfoever, through your realmes, 
“ dominions, juriidi@ions, and Prouinces, freely, and without impeachment, to 
“ journey, goe, pafle, repaffé, depart, and tarry fo long as he fhall pleafe, and. 
‘* from thence to returne, wheénfoever he or they thal! thinke good. If. thefe holye 
“ duties of entertainment, and fweete Offices of natural! humanitie, maybe wil- 
“ Tingly concluded, fincerely embraced and firmely obferued, between us, and-our 
“ realmes, and fubie@s, then we doe hope, that the almightie cop will bring ir ta 
“ paffe, that of thefe {mall beginnings, greater moments of things fhall hereafter 
“* fpring, both to our furnitures and henors, and alio to the great commodities 
* and ufe of our peoples: fo it will be knowen,’ that neither the earth, the feas, 
“ nor the heauens, have fo much force to feparate us, as the godly difpofition of 
“ naurall humanitie, and mutual] beneuolence, have to joyne us ftrongly together, 
“ Gop grarit unto your majeftie, long and happie felicitie in earth, and perpetual] 
** in heauen.. Dated in ENGLAND, inotr famous citie of LONDON, the 25 day ‘of. 
** the month of aprit, in the yeere of the creation of the world 5523, and of our - 
“ Jord jesus CHRIST, 1561, and of our raigne the third.” : 


Havine procured an introdu@ion into PERSIA, JENKINSON returned home with- 
out any remarkable fuccefs. In 1557 the Turxs conquered the weftern coats of 
the caspian fea, and, in a great mealure, prevented the advancement of the BRI- 
TISH Commerce. ‘The merchants naturally flattered themfelyes that, in confequence 
of the favorable decree obtained by JENKINson from ABDALLAH KHAN, then fove- 
reign of sHirvan and HIRCANIA, a trade of fome moment might be carried on : 
SHIRVAN was then the refidence of our factory, and feveral ENGLISH fubjedts were 
employed in this traffic, of whom one ‘THOM 45 ALCOCKE was murdered in persra. 


He built’ a veel on the voLca at wiez ANOVoGoROpE, in which he tran{ported 
feveral kinds of merchandize as faraspaxu. At NIEZABAD his veffel was ftranded, 
and great part of his cargo loft. At pergexp he fold a part of his goods to the . 
TURKS, and bought another veflel to bring home his returns of raw filk ; but either 
through want of experience or conftrained by neceffity, he came to Russia ‘fo late 
in the feafon as november, which occafioned his fhip being cut to Pieces by the ice : 
the cargo however was faved in a boat, which floating out to fea with the ice, and 
being in great danger of perifhing, was at length frozen up. The crew left the 
boat and her Cargo, and went in fearch of affiftance, but lofing their way their lives 
were much endangered by hunger, as.well as by a fhower of arrows from a flying 
Party Of NAGat tartars. At length they had the good fortune to bring theimcargo 
Jate to ASTRACHAN, and thus ended the sririsn CASPIAN commerce, 


Occastona voyages have been fince made by BRitisy fubjects, under the rus- 
STAN Protection, in the clefe of the lat century, ‘but not with any view of eftablith- 
ing atrade; I thall therefore pafs them over in filence, as not materia, 


ee re CHAP, 
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Manfieur pus ri0v’s remarks upon the ENGLISH trade into PERSIA in tbe days of queen 
ELIZABETH. FriDERICK duke of HOLSTEIN’S embaffy in 1633- Antienl RUSSIAN 
and ARMENIAN frade over the CASPIAN. PETER THE GREAT marches an army 
into the northern provinces of PERSIA + and endeavours to eftablifo a large trade with 
“shat country. 7 


© cortaborate the authorities already mentioned, I mutt beg leave to infert 

_ a paflage concerning, this fubject, from the: celebrated Monfieur DE THOU, 
who after relating the eftablifhment of a company in Lonpon to trade to MUSCOVY, 
adds, ‘* That the profits of that company were immenfe, by reafon_ that in queen 
f¢ BLIZABETH'S reign the encrisa had the exclufive privilege. of importing all 
«© manner of foreign commodities into russta. By this privilege they were en- 
«encouraged to,vifit, more carefully the feveral provinces of that vait empire, which 
« was the means of their difcovering, that. by: afcending the DWIENA they might 
«« tranfport goods as far as WOLOGD As and from thence in.feven days by land to 
« yeRsLaw, from which place they might fail down the voLga, in thirty days 
« and nights to ASTRACHAN. Encouraged by this fuccefs, the ENGLISH built a 
 fhip to navigate the caspian fea, which: they found full of fhallows. After 
46 croffing this fea they entered into MAZANDERAN, and the deferts of KHORASAN, 
« glfo to the extremity of MEDIA, and proceeded as fag as. TAVRIS and CASBIN. 
« Such happy beginnings gave them reafon to hope that they fhould difcover the 
“¢ way to. CATHAY ©; but the war which broke out between the TuRKS and PER- 
46 STANS, prevented the profecution of their difcoverics, and defeated their mott 
$¢ fanguine expectations.” 

In 1626, Sir ROBERT SHIRLEY WaS fent embaffador from the ENGLISH court to 
ABAS THE-GREAT> king of persia. The honourable impreffions which the PER- 
siaws early entertained of this nation, may be deduced from the declaration made 
to that embaffador by this potent prince, the moft renowned of the PERSIAN kings, 
viz. “ That he wifh’d the chriftian princes would not wage war againft each 
< other, for he was fenfible, their common enemy the TURK took great advantages 
« from thence; tho’, by the many defeats he had given the rurKs, he had con- 
« yinced the world of the fuperiority of the PERSIAN arms. That he would de- 
s liver in GAMBROON fen thoufand bales of filk *, and take the value in ENGLISH 
« cloth; for which if he could not find a market in his own kingdom, he would dif- 
© pofe of part to his neighbours ; for he fhould receive great fatisfaction in de-" 
‘¢ priving the TURK of the yearly cuftoms which he received from the PERSIAN 
« Caravans ®, which go to, the foreign markets in ALEPPO; 4 profit which he knew 

“ to 


© The countries to the eaftward of KIEVA and BOKHARA are often fo called : this is alfo the name 
iven tO CHINA- om 
4 Suppofed to be meant bales of feven batmans of 125 fH. ENGLISH, not 25 batmans, as now ufually 
fhipped on the c/ssPIAN. ; - : 

€ The moftgcrrect writing is kiervan, but.as it is commonly called caravan, and as this laft word is fo 
much adopted with us, J thall prefer it. 


Chap, I. IN THE NORTH OF PERSIA : 7 
** to be fo confiderable, that the janizaries were fupported by it, and confequently 


“* that it fupplied his enemies with force to fight againft him, That he efteemed 
“ the king of Great peitatn as the head of the worthippers of yesus CHRIST 
“* and fhould be extremely glad of his friendthip.” Both the PERSIANS and TupxKs 
did in thofe days, as well as in future times, receive fuch advantages from their com- 
mercial intercourfe, thar by mutual agreement caravans were fuffered to pafs unmo- 
lefted, during the long and inveterate wars which fubfifted between thofe two: 


nations. 


execution, This indeed is Certain, that FReperick duke of HOLsretN, in the year 
1633, fenta very pompous and expenfive embafly to thah snerig, After enduring 
many hardthips and fufferings, the embaffadors were fhipwrecked on the weft= 
ern coafts of the caspran fea; and being landed in persta they alfo met with -q 
variety of ‘no lefs remarkable difafters. I do not find that this embafly had any 
effect with regard to the raw filk of the northern Provinces of PERsra, though ir 


Arrer the russian grand duke arzxts MICHAELOWITZ had recovered ASTRA- 
CHAN out of the hands of the TARTARS, we find a large quantity of ENGLISH and 
DuTcH cloths bought by the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS in ARCHANGEL, for what 
they call the asrracHan trade. This place being fo advantagioufly fituated, it 
foon became a confiderable mart, the TARTARS from feveral Parts of thofe vaft 
countries which furround it; reforting thither for zur OPEAN commodities, “Their 
trade was carried on over the caspian into PERSIA, by means of thofe wretched 
veffels which the RUSSIANS at that time built on the vo.ca; for PETER THE GREAT 
was then in the infancy of his power, and the European manner of building fhips 
had not as yet been introduced into russt4. 


For a great length of time we do not find that the russtaw navigators went 
farther than NIEZABAD, from whence they exported the filk of SHIRVAN-: and - 
even this trade was frequently interrupted, both on the vorca, and. on the coatt 
of the caspian fea, by the koogan and nacay TARTARS, as well as by the cos. 
SACKS and RUSSIAN pirates, SHAMAKIE, the capital of SHIRVAN, on the wettern 
coatt of the CASPIAN, was the refidence of the russtan merchants, where they drove 
2 confiderable trade. But the Lescrgs having invaded PERSIA, and plundered 
SHAMAKIE in 1791, YEVREINOFF, @ RUSSIAN merchant, ‘loft near two hundred 
thoufand crowns ‘,’ for his thare only. This accident fo difcouraged the russya N 
traders, that they almott quitted the field to the ARMENIANS, who were more 
cnterprifing in commerce, as well as more refolute in defending their Property, 


But how great foever the encouragements this nation might have from the PER. 
SIANS, we had-n@e dais from Russia, in confequence of the fervices that nation hac 
: received 
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received -from us, and the natural connexion we had with it. The czar PETER 
thought none had‘fo good a right to a commerce through his country to PERSTA as 
the zncuisH, and had conceived hopes of -making it confiderable enough to 
engage our atrention. -His folicitude in purfuing this {cheme was fo great, that 
at length he publithed a decree in 1718, permitting all foreigners, as well as his 
own fubjects, to import! raw Gik into his dominions from PERSTA, or from any of 
the countries to the eaftward of RUSSIA. T could never learn that this had any effect, 
becaufe foreigners thought the conveyance dangerous, if not impratticable, and 
pone but ARMENIANS OF RUSSIANS were fettled in the northern parts of PERSIA, 
with a view to carry on this trade. 


T sumas, the Jawful heir of the PERSIAN diadem, being driven intO KHORASAN 
‘by the invafion of macuMup ® and his AFGHANS» in 1722, invited PETER THE 
GREAT, to come to his affiftance. Theczar accordingly marched a great army along 
the weftern coaft of the CASPIAN, with which he proceeded in perfon as far as DER~ 
penp. Itis more than probable that fo wife a prince would not have undertaken 
‘fuch an expedition, but in purfuit of his favourite plan, of direCting the courfe of 
the filk trade through his country, though he had a view to curb the TurKs. He . 
had been alfo flatter’d into a perfuafion that the LEscegs would fubmit to him ;ebut 
on the contrary they harraffed the RUSSIAN army exceeding! and rendered their 
march along that coaft as dangerous as it was fatiguing. Befide the weftern coaft 
of the caspran, the czar took pofleffion of great part of GHILAN; but the peafants 
of that country growing negligent of the cultivation of their filk, very little of this 
commodity could be procured from them. The warm moift air of GHILAN, toge- 
ther with the unwholfome fruits, rendered that province the grave of the RUS- 
siaws; for which reafon the emprefs ANNE very prudently confented to evacuate 
this country in 1734» without drawing any advantage from it. 


A grew months before PETER THE GREAT took his leave of this world, he re- 
quefted ina particular manner of an ENGLISH merchant *, thén on his departure for 
ENGLAND, to treat with the merchants in, LONDON, about opening a trade through 
his country to Persia; but this prince did not forefee all the difficulties attending 
the undertaking, though he was fenfible of many of them. Hig death however 
put an end to the enquiry at that time ; and the apprehenfions the BRITISH mer- 
chants then conceived of the dangers which the trade would be expofed to, proved 
a hindrance to the attempt, till the year 1738> when an unexpected incident hapy 
pened, which opened a new fcene of commercial adventures. 


t The fon of mix VAIS, chief of CANDAHAR. 
® Mr, RICHARD MAINWARING. 
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Mr. uLton’s propofal in 1738, to the unGuisu faffors in St. PETERSBURG, to open 
.@ trade through Russia into pPERsia.—Mr, ELtON’s employment in the RUSSIAN 
Jfervice, in 1735, till bis journey into pERsia in 739. * 


UCH was the fituation ef affairs, with regard to the casPraNn commerce, 

when Mr, joun ELTON,. who had been bred to the fea fervice, made a pro- 
pofal in 1738, to fome of the sririsn factors in St. peTERSBURG, to Carry ona 
trade through Russia into persia, by way of the caspian fea. As this gentle- 
man makes a very confiderable figure in thefe papers, the reader, in all probability, 
will be curious to have fome account of him; and of the motives which induced 
him to engage in this undertaking. I fhall therefore gratify fo reafonable a curio- 
fity, and infert the following account, - extraéted from that which he gave of himfelf 
to the BritasH merchants, at the time of his making this propofal. 


In the-beginning of the year 1735, Mr. e1ron was fent by the court of Russta 
to affift in the oxENBURG expedition in the rank of a fea captain, This expedi- 
tion was commanded by gerieral WAssILLIE NEKIETISH TATTISCHEFF, and was 
intended to eftablith an effectual barrier againft the rarrars; and, .in fome mea- 
fure, to afcertain and cover the fouth-eaft frontiers of the empire, by building 
fortifications, and making fmall fettlements on the rivers saMARA, and YAEIK. 
At the fame time it was propofed to open a communication betwixt the city of 
SAMARA On the river votca, crofs the STEP quite to sipERrA, the diftance of 
about eight hundred ENcxisn miles. Thefe. fortiGcations are at feveral diftances 
from twenty to-forty Russtan werlts *, according to the maps inferted, with gar- 
rifons of one hundred, two hundred, or three hundred men; but thefe fettlements 
are not yet all eftablithed |. 


Ir was prefumed this would give a check to the inroads of the neighbouring 
TARTARS, particularly the KrERGEESE, and, in time, become a means of civilizing 
them, It was alfo:imagined,. that a fafe road through their country to the great 
and lefler BokHARA, might be difcavered from fome of thefe new fettlements. In 
order to accomplifh this end, captain exon, for fo he was generally denominated, 
was fent to explore and examine the lake arat, which lies to the caftward of the 
caspian ; but he could never penetrate thither, being prevented by the inteftine’ 
broils which then broke out among the BaSKIERKIE TARTARS, who though they 
have been reputed fubjefts to the empire of russia above a hundred years, yet, 
within that period, have frequently rebelled. Mr. zutow- being thus difappointed 
in his defign, ensployed himfelf, whilft he continued in the russian fervice, during 
: the 

} The common fame in russta for a defert country. 

& A wertt is two thirds of an ENcLIs# mile. 

! The reader will obferve, what countries border on thefe fettlements, by the two charts, No IT. and 
iM. anpene which are part of a manofcript map, but being of a very large fize, I have divided 
ut rnto three. 


Vou 4. Cc 
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the ORENBURG expedition, in laying down fome part of the great rivers, BELLA, 
- gaMa, voLca, and yazix, and feveral confiderable rivers that fall into them; 
and in drawing a geographical map of the fouth-eaft frontiers, from the fprings of 
the yaEIK, which rife out of the mountains on the confines of srpzria, He 
traced that river to the city of yarrk, through its courfe of near fix hundred ew- 
GLIsH miles; and from yaErK, to the city of samara, which is one hundred and 
fifty encLis miles, all through a defert. 


In this manner he fpent four years, which afforded him a conftant opportunity 
of converfing with the different forts of roving Tarrars, who inhabit thofe vait 
and uncultivated countries that lie betwixt BoxHara and the weftern baundaries of 
siBERIA; and likewife with the sarts, who are civilized trading TaRTaxs, and 
live in BOKHARA, and in the other cities to the eaftward. Of thefe there are con- 
fiderable numbers, who annually crofs the step, from the cities of KH1zvA and 
BOKHARA, as well as from TQRCUSTAND, TASHCUND, KHOJEND, &c, to fome of 
the new russian fetttlements. There were many yaEIK cossacks during this {pace 
under his command, who were taken prifoners’ in the unhappy expedition of prince 
pecKawitz, which I fhall have occafion to mention more particularly hereafter, 
and who had been flaves feveral years in BOKHARA. From the converfation he had 
with thofe people, he conceived, that if a fafe road could. be ftruck out of thofe 
cities, an advantageous trade might be carried on with them,: and.great quantities 
of woollen goods vended : but at length he found it was abfolutely impracticable to 
crofs the step from any of thofe new fettlements on the yAEIK to KHIEVA”, TOR- 
CUSTAND, TASHKUND, &c, on account of the perpetual excurfions of the KrzR- 
GEESE, KHARAKHULPACKS and KHIVINSKIE TARTARS, who inhabit the step, and 
are continually plundering each other.—He concluded therefore that the only fafe 
and eafy paffage to Boxuara, lay down the river vonca, and acrofs the casPIAN 
tO ASTRABAD, or to fome other port in the fouth-eaft bottom of that fea. 


Havine thus contracted an inclination to vifit soxmaRa, he returned to PE- 
TERSBURG, in january 1738, and quitted her imperial majefty’s fervice with fome 
difguft, not having been promoted as he expefted. Immediately upon his taking 
this ftep, he entertained thoughts of going amongft the black KHatmucks, to 
the eaftward of Ku1Eva, from whence gold and other precious commodities were 
brought into evrope. Thefe people had their embaffadors at that time at the 
court of St, PETERSBURG, who flattered fome foreigners with hopes’ of mecting 
with a kind reception in their country. This defign, which I fuppofe was look- 
ed upon as a little extravagant, did not take place; however he {till perfifted in 
his views of making fome new and profitable commercial difcovery. After fome 
time he brought his project to bear, for, having cultivated a good underftanding 
with the Britisn factors in St. PETERSBURG, and entered into a clofe conjun- 
tion with Mr. munco cr@Mz, a young scorsman, they obtained credit, and 4 
fmall cargo of goods proper for kHrzva and BoKHaRA. With thefe they fet out 
the beginning of the next year upon this expedition, of which, as it is remark- 
able, abounds with fome curious incidents, and contains many ufeful particulars 


relating 


* Commonly wrote xutva, I endeavour to adapt the orthography to the true pronunciation. 
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relating to the fubject of thefe papers, I fhall give a-fuccin& narrative, faithfully 
extracted from his own journal. ~ 





CHAP VW. 


Mr, evron’s journal from mosco till his arrival at RESHD. 


. E left mosco the 14th of march 1739, and travelled two hundred and 
ss W forty werfts with fledges to muroM, 4 city fituated on the north bank 
‘* of the river occa. This river is very confiderable, and falls into the vorca at 
““ NIEZANOVOGORODE. ‘The ice was yet fubfifting, but full of holes, and rotten; 
however as it was then a hard froft, clear, and moonlight, we ventured to tra- 
verfe it at midnight, and’got fafe over. From thence we proceeded about one 
hundred and fixty werfts to the city arsamas; here we found the rivulets much 
{welled with the melting of the fhow, and the ice broken up, fo that we could 
not continue our journey till the waters abated, and it was convenient to travel 
“* with waggons on wheels, with which we had a fair opportunity to provide our- 
felves. ‘The latter part of our journey proved as tedious to us, as it was fati- 
guing to our horfes, being frequently obliged, by the ovefflowing of the waters, 
to leave the main road and go far about. Two of our horfes died with fatigue, 
and the reft were greatly harraffed. We arrived at ansamas the 21ft, and took 
‘* up our quarters in an adjacent village. 
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“© Tue 4th of april we provided ourfelves with waggons and frefh carriers, and 
finding the waters almoft drained off the land, we departed for SanaTorr. Our 
courfe being to the fouth eaft, fravelliag began to be pleafant, the fummer ad- 
“* vanced, and the roads grew every day better on the step, where we found great 
‘* plenty of wild-ducks, fhipes, heath-cocks, and other birds, of which we thot 
“« more than enough to fupply us, and lived wholly on game. But there was yet 
“* no grafs, fo that, during our four days travelling over it, we were obliged to 
“* carry hay and corn for our horfes : however we fhould have found it very agree- 
*¢ able, but that we were conftrairied to be continually on the watch, for fear of 
‘* a furprize. ‘There are houfes called zarmoras, built for the accommodation of 
travellers in wineér, about twenty werfts diftant. In thefe cottages we were 
“* forced to take up our lodgings, water in other places being very fcarce. Thefe 
‘© zarmoras are harbours for rogues, as well as for honeft travellers, which obliged 
us to be more than ufual on our guard ; neither could we put any confidence in 
our waggoners. We had only two russian fervants with us, fo that we divi- 
‘+ ded ourtelves in the night into two watches, a method which we afterwards con- 
‘* tinued all the way down the vorea. 


a 


“ Aprix the rth, we arrived at the city of saraTorr, and waited‘on the wry- 
vope“: we found great difficulty to get quarters, the cown having been burnt 
C2 ** about 

* The chief magiftrate, who aéted as governor. 
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about a year before. As the ARMENIANS, whom we were in hopes to have found. 
htre, had failed two days before ; we were much diftreffed how to get a paffige,, 
no vefiel being obtainable but large boats, which were bound down the vorca 

with meal, and might probably be a month in their paflage to asTRACHAN. 

The large lotkas ° and canoes, which ufed to be here in great numbers, were 
either gone or going on the fturgeon fifhery, and could not be either hired or: 
purchaled on any terms, “hus we were under the ftrongeft difficulty imaginable 
how to get to asTRACHAN time enough to fecure a paflage over the caSPIAN. 


«© Wuite we were under this dilémma, @ veffel arrived with paffengers from sa-- 
Mara, and being informed that there was a lotka belonging to her, bad as fhe 
was, we determined to buy her. “The reader will eafily comprehend what fhe was,. 
by the inconfiderable price of three rubles and an half, which we gave for her. - 
It required two days to prepare her for the voyage: in the mean time we en- 
gaged five hands to go with us to asrracHan. The third day we put our goods 
and part of our baggage and provifions on board; but the far greateft. part of 
the latter we were forced to take out again to be fent after us by the firft opportu-. 


* nity, for there was only room for our oars, and two of us to fit in the ftern, 


When we all got into the boat, being now ten in number, fhe fwam fo deep that 
we were extremely irrefolute whether to proceed in her or not. But fenfible of 
the fingular advantage of joining the ARMENIANS, who were gone before us, , 
defitous alfo to crofs the caspsan in.the fame-veffel with them, and perfuaded - 
that, if we miffed this opportunity, we might lofe half the fummer before ano- 
ther veffel failed for REsHD, or that arriving there late in the feafon, we might 
be forced to winter in GHiLan; we ufed our utmoft expedition in difpatching all. 
things for our departure, and refolved to proceed with her. On the fecurity of 
our little cargo all our hopes of opening a trade depended ; and to arrive at as- 
TRACHAN With our goods damaged, was the fame as not to arrive there at all.. 
Thefe difficulties mace us forget the dangers to which we were expofed from a 
party of pirates, who, we were informed, hovered about zoLoTova. We had 


¢ Gre arms more than fufficient, and nt hearing that thefe robbers were as yet 


provided with them, we made no quéftion, of our capacity of defending ourfelves. 
in cafe they fhould attack us. . 


é&- Apnix the 2oth, we fet fail, and left sana torr; but were détained fome hours 
every day by contrary winds, which blew frefh; this obliged ‘us-to go very near 


‘the entrance of zoLorova inlet, which on a fudden brought us in fight of a party 


of at leaft forty perfons, who were on the bank with fix large boats, We inftantly 
ftood to.our arms, and demanded who they were ; they anfwered that they be- 
longed to wisn aNOvoGORODE, and were going to asTRACHAN. ‘We rowed down 
about a mile lower, and went afhore, but before. we had well landed, the crew 
of one of the fufpedted boats put off, and came direily. down to us; but as we 
kept our people under ‘arms, fhe held on her way:down the vorca. We met 
with many alarms of the like kind in our paffage, fometimes from the russians, 
fometimes from the KHALMUCKs $ and the winds being often contrary, and our 

: : a : = “% boat 

Beats fo. called, - 
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* boat fo very deep laden, -we were frequently obliged to make faft to the thore. 
‘There was-no-room to lye'down in the boat; belidgs, the dangerof being fur, 
* prized, permitted us to,take only. broken flumbers: os 


of 
s 


« © May. the.4th,-after'a-paflage of fourteen. days, with extreme fatigue, ‘ave arri: 
“* ved at AsrRacHaNe We fecured our boat, and landed. our -goods and baggage? 
*¢-Here we found the armenrans whom we fo much defired to join they intend- 
ed to load their goods in one of the veffels belonging to the crown, which was to 
4 fail for Resp in three weeks. . In this interval we informed ourfelves of the na: 
““ture of the persram trade, and how it was carried on by the Russtans, as well 
fas the ARMENtans. The latter, fufpecting our defign, were very fhy in giving 
4,us information. They acknowledged, however, that the trade from asTRACHAN 
- to persra had hitherto been free and open:: that foreign merchants importing 
.* goods into persta, might carry them to what markets they liked beft, and dil- 
“© pofe of them to whom they pleafed, but that this- year all goods brought to 
‘* RnESHD were obliged to be fold there; and that the sHan’s fon would not permit 
# any one to buy them, except his own merchants: for although they might keep 
* their goods, if they did not like the price, which thofe merchants ‘offered, yet 
‘ they were not allowed to carry them to.any other. market,. or permitted to {ell 
*¢ them to any other perfon j.and that the.sHan’s fon had engrofiéd all the raw filk 
** to himfelf, fo that this commodity was to be procured only of his merchants. 


 Tuines being-thus cireumftanced, we determined to proceed. dire@ly from 
“ ASTRACHAN lO KHIEVA, and thencé to BoxHaRA, for which places the goods we 
** had with-us.were-very proper. Here was a vefiel bound for cape KARAGANSKOT} 
‘on the eaft-fide of the caspian, from whence, .by traverfing the.stEP, in about 
“* ten days we might arrive at kuiEVa, and proceed from thence to BOKHARA. 
‘Two Russian factors intended to make this voyage, as well as feveral KHIVINSKIE 
‘at aRTARS, who came in the fame.veffel from cape KARAGANSKAI the year hefore.. 
«We were defirous to fee BoxHara, and from thence to come home through PER-~ 
“‘-sra, thinking ourfelves fecure of felling our. goods there for a confiderable profir,. 
‘and at the Jame time have an opportunity-of gaining a tolerable acquaintarice with 
** a country fo litle known to EUROPE ANS,; and of carrying on a trade in which we 
*s. chiefly placed our hopes, But we found the veffel old.and crafy, and were told,. 
«that in. paffing the srep to KHIEVA,. we fhould run the greateft hazard of being, 
‘*:plundered and fold for faves: for though the KHaN of the Tarrars fhould, 
* on notice of this veflél’s arrival, fend a imall efcort to meet and protect the cara 
“s-van, yet this'was a flender fecurity, fince, as the TarTars are crafty and. fubtile,. 
“and wonderfully {killed in. ftratagems, he might at the fame time fend a much. 
% ftronger party to plunder it.,~ But what. prevailed on us moft to defift from this 
‘* expedition, was the certain intelligence we had of the perstans invading. that. 
“« country; fo that had we arrived fafe at kurgva and BoKHaray there could.be 
“© but. little hopes of our returning home by the way of persia; and thus:the prin~ 
“« cipalend of our journey would have. been defeatedy., We therefore turned .our 
“* eyes directly towards persia.%jOn that fide alfo we had but a gloomy profpect + 
“® but .abferving that the armentans (hipped off goods for REsHD, it encouraged 
us to run the fame rifk, fince without tome rifk nothing, could be-done. ~ 
4 “* May 


a 
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“* May the 23d, being informed by the lieutenant, who was the commander of 
“ the admiralty, that a veffel belonging to the empress was on departure for REsHD, 
‘* we immediately put our. goods and baggage aboard her, and proceeding down 
“« the vorca, the next day we arrived at verkiz. A. midfhipman, who was the 
** commanding officer there, gave us the beft: quarters he could procure. ‘The 
** houfes in that place are very mean, except that belonging to the admiralty, which 
** confifts of four rooms, where four midfhipmen were lodged. We arrived at 
YERKIE five days before the ARMENIANS, , and were forced to. remain there four 
** days longer, before they’ had loaded their goods, and the yeflél could be put in- 
** to a condition to fail. 


“* June the 3d, having left yeritte in fair weather anda calm, we drove with 
the ftream over the bar. After a paffage of fourteen days, we arrived fafe in En- 
“* ZzLLEE road, and the next day got over that bar, and entered the haven. 


‘* Tue next day we warped over enzeivze lake, and came to PERRIBAZAR, 2 
** fmall village on the fouth bank of the lake. Here the PERSIAN cuftom-houfe 
** officers had their ftation, and all the goods @efigned for rzsup are landed. 


C H AP. Vz. 


Mr. evron’s journal continued, from his arrival at-rusuxd, dill bis obtaining a dseree 
of RIZA KOULI MYRZA, the regent of persia, in favour of the BRITISH mer- 
chants. ; 


“JUNE the 2zft, we landed our goods and baggage. -After they had been vi- 
“ J fited by the cuftom-houfe officers, we proceeded direétly-with them to RESHD, 
which is eight snGrisu miles diftant.. The goods were lodged in the cuftom- 
houfe, and remained there about three days; :in- which time they were opened, 
viewed, valued, and delivered to us; the duty. was five per cent. on their: va- 
luation, the amount of which they jeft at our pleafure to difcharge when we 
thought fit. We were obliged to take up lodgings in a very indifferent caravan- 
ferai, indeed the beft of them aré very mean, the rooms having no light but 
from the door, fo that they appeared like the cells of a jail. At length we pro- 
cured a houfe, in a fituation fo pleafant that it feemeda heaven to us. Our 
greatelt concern now was, in what character to act, being fuch entire ftrangers, 
and the firft encitsumen that were known to have come hither over the cas= 
PIAN on account of trade. As it was moft agreeable to our inclinations, fo it 
was our primary intention, to live privately, and return home unobferved ; but 
this we found to be a fcheme abfolutely impracticable, for the Joutra ARME- 
NIANS P at aSTRACHAN, as well as thofe who came over in the fame veffel with us, 
being much alarmed at the notions which they had formed of our defign, ac- 

“* quainted 
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® Inhabitants of youLFa near ISPAHAN. - 


Chap. V. NORTHERN PROVINCES OF PERSIA. 1g 


“* quainted every body who we weie, particularly the governor of the ptovince of 
“‘ GuiLan, whom they endeavoured to prejudice againit us. In this fituation we 
* laboured to procure the beft information of the difpofition and temper of the 
“ perstaws, and determined to a@ in our proper character as merchants. ‘This 
“ refolution being formed, to prevent his fending to enquire after us, we waited on 
“ the mustaPpHa, who commanded the city in the governor’s abfence. We in- 
“ formed him that we were ENGLISHMEN, come with a {mall cargo of ENGLISH 
“ cloth, to fee how it would fell in exiLan, and to buy raw filk; that if, upon 
“ the experiment, we fhould find it anfwer, our defign was to engage largely in the 
“< trade, and eftablifh a factory in cuitan ; that as one of us was a feaman 4, as 
‘* well as merchant, it was proper to take a furvey of the caspian, that we might 
“ know if it was navigable, and how far we might venture our goods on it; alfo 
“ to enquire if the veffels that now traverfed the caspran were to be trufted, 
‘ or whether we fhould be obliged to have vefléls of our own. 


* To which the MusTapna “replied, that the sHan was a great encourager of 
“ trade, and, without doubr, would favour our defign ; that we might depend on 
‘* indulgence and protection in all things we could reafonably defire; and thar he 
“« would immediately make a report of us to the vizir *, who was in the country. 
“* The favourable manner, in which our project was received, gave us great ptea- 
“* fure ; however, we thought it neceffary to pay our refpects to the vizir himielf, 
“ as foon as poffible. 


“ June the 27th, having provided ourfelves with horfes, we fet out for rant- 
“ yan, a city about fifty werfts to the eaftward of ResHp, where the vizirz had a 
“« country feat, the heats being much more moderate there than at REsHD. It was 
‘ late in the evening when we arrived ; but our guide and interpreter, who was a 
‘“ persian that fpoke Russ, carried us directly to the caLenTAR', whofe eldeft 
“¢ fon received us very civilly. When the caLenrar came home, he repeated 
‘* the compliments which his fon had made us, ordered fupper, and appointed us 
“* an apartment in his houfe, After fupper we retired, and were followed by the 
“© CALENTAR’S fon, who brought two of his countrymen with him. Finding that 
* they drank ftrong liquors, and had excellent lemon juice, we treated them with 
‘* punch till our brandy was expended. We were furprized to find admirers of 
“ fpirituous liquors among the natives of pERsra. 


“ Jone the 28th, about fun-rife, we waited on the vizrr, having previoufly 
* fent our prefent; no perfon in that cauntry appears before a great man, for the 
“ firlt time, without a gift of fome kind or other. He received us in a very 
‘* obliging manner, bidding us welcome; and immediately chairs were brought 
** us to fit down, though thefe machines are not in ufe among the persians. We 
‘*¢ informed him who we were, andon what account we came into PERSIA, and 
“ begged the favour of his protection. He anfwered, that as we were ftrangers, 

% f 


1 Here Mr. Enron firft made a difcovery of what he ought in all prudence to have concealed. 
t Signifies a writer ; therce,are of different orders. 

* Vizir is the next officer to the governor, ~ 

* Town clerk. 
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fo he reckoned us his guefts; and therefore had we not come about any particu- 
lar bufinefs, it was his duty ta do all in his power to ferve us: that as to our de- 
fign, he would talk to us about it, when. he caine to RESHD, and make a report 
to the sHan, who he was affured would not fail to fhew us favour. He enter- 
tained us with coffee, tea, and fweet-meats, but excufed himfelf that he could 
not afk us to dine with him that day, becauft he was to go immediately to RESHD 5 
however he defired that we would reft ourfelves with the caLenTAR, who would 
be very glad of our company. The howfe of the vizar ftood at the weft end 
of a large oblong court, of green turf, enclofed with a -wall, a. quarter of a 
mile in circumference. =: ‘The eaft end of the houfe was a large covered gallery, 
in which is a fountain, and:from. whence.we had the command of a country that 
afforded an excellent landfkip, the profpect. to the-caftward and the adjacent 
lands, being interfperfed with mountains, , woods; -ang@:.vales, fo that nothing 
could be more delightful. At the. farther, end of: the gsHery fat.the vizir, on 
each fide of him feveral perstans of diftinion, who, fmoaking their callean, 
obferved a profound filence. The vizir had the command of a thoufand men: 
in the abfence of the governor he has 2-guard of'one hundred men, whom he or~ 
dered to be drawn. up under. the.gallery,..4q. two Jines facing each other, intend- 
ing it'as a compliment to.us. : : 


*© We then returned to. the cALENTAR’s-honfe, with whom.we-wesg:now become 
in fome meafure acquainted ; and retired to our apartments whet we ’pleafed. 
Curiofity to fee us encreafed the number of his guefts: among feveral perfons 
of note there came three altrologers, who were drefled in white, with large tur- 
bants of the fame colour. The pers1ans to. this day are.great lovers of aftro- 
logy, and pay a profound refpect to the. profeffors of it,: relying soqch on their 
predictions : we fhewed them a particular regard, and the more as we apprehended 
they were fent by the vizir, on purpofe to give their opinion-ef-us, . Cur Inter- 
preter, without our knowledge, informed them. that Joun .2L@@N " was a pro- 
ficient in aftronomy, which induced oneof them to fend us, by. way of prefent, 
a PERSIAN kalender. very fairly. written..~‘The vizie. having ordered his fervants 
to kill-a deer, of which-there are great-plenty.in the neighbouring moun- 
tains, at noon they returned with a fat-byek, on part.of which-we fupped that 
night. 


*« Next morning we took leave of the cALENT AR, and returned to RESHD, not 

without being much incommoded by the heat, otherwife this would have been a 

very pleafant journey. One every fide. we faw grove’ of all kinds. of fruit-rrees, 

and gardens abounding with wafer-melons, which were now in feafon. The 

number of fmall trenches, that convey-running water to the rice fields, yield 
a as refrething fight in thofe extreme heats, and frequently allayed our 

thirft. : 


“© Jury the rt, we waited on the vizrr, and repeated to him the defign of our 
coming into pzRxs1a, upon which we had a long difcourfe with him, the refult 
"was 


* Trbnuit be obferved, that this journal, though more immediately given by j. ELTON, is wrote in the 


plaral, a6 from him, aad his companion cr ame, 
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“* was, that with regard to the goods we now brought with us, the saan’s merclyant 
“* would buy them, and give as much as any other perfon: and if we pleafed, we 
‘* might go to the sHan’s fon at MescHeD, and negociate our own affairs, We 
“« had already intimated that fo long a journey did not fuis with our prefent fitua- 
“tion: he then hinted to us, ‘that if we would draw up a petition, explaining 
“ what kind of privileges we defired, he would dire€tly forward it to the sHan’s 
“fon, who, he affured us, would not hefitate to grant a decree in our favour. 
“* Having fo fair an opportunity, and finding the prasian -trade would anfwer, 
“* we immediately embraced the vrzrr’s offer, and returned him our thanks, telling 
“© him that we would draw-up a petition as foon as poffible, and lay it before him 
““* for his approbation. 


“ AFTER taking our leave of the vizrr, we went to the s#an’s merchant, with 
** whom we difcourfed for a long time. He enquired particularly about the na 
“¢ ture of our trade ; whether the company -of encLIsH ‘merchants, who traded at 
“ St. PETERSBURG, Was the fame that traded to tsranan, by way of EasT INDIA. 
‘“ We anfwered all his queftions to fatisfaction, and informed him of what had 
‘*¢ -paffed in our converfation with the viziR, and our intention of fending a peti- 
“ tion to the s#n’s fon at MEScHED, to defire ‘his protection, and a free trade into 
“¢ his dominions. At this he exprefled great fatistaction, and obferved, that as our 
** petition related to trade, it wauld be referred to his mafter, the sat’s principal 
‘~ merchant, who is his‘treafurer and a great favourite, to whom he would write 
““« “particularly concerning us.; at the fame time he affured us of his readinefa to do 
*« all the good offices in his power. We thanked him, and added, that as we in- 
** tended to return very foon to AsTRACHAN, it would be of fingular advantage to 
“us to have our bufinefs {peedily difpatched. 


“Tur next day we drew up a petition in znoxtsu, of which we proctred a 
“* tranflation into the Perstan language , the following contains the feveral articles, 


To RIZA KOULI MYRZA, regent of PERSIA, 


Tue petition of J. ELvoN and M. Graeme, in behalf of the pritisH company of 
merchants. : 


a HAT the srirtse company may navigate the caspian, and at all 
“ umes, without reftraint, {ail with merchandize to and from any of the 
‘* sHAH’s ports on that fea. : 


y HL.“ THart they may at all times import merchandize into ‘any part of the suan’s 

hoses in PERSIA, INDIA, OF BOKHARA, paying fuch duty only on importa- 

tion as the fubjets of Persia uiually pay; and inveft the produce in raw filk, 

* or any other commodity of the saan’s dominions, paying fuch duties on expor- 
** tation, as the fubjects of persia pay. 


TIE. * Trav they may have liberty to hire or buy houfes or warehoufes in any 
‘* part of the sHan’s dominions, and there difpofe of their goods to the beft ad- 
Vou. 1, "= Dp vantage, 
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vantage, without being liable to any other duty than what was firft paid on 
importation. 


IV. “ Tuar the company may have all poffible protection for their perfons and’ 
effets, in every part of the sHan’s dominions, and leave to depart thence freely 
at all times, as their occafions fhall require. 


V. “ Tuar the company will be ready at all times to contract with the sHan’s 
merchants for any quantity of cloth for cloathing the persian army, or any 
other ufe, the sHan’s merchants agreeing for the price, and delivering patterns 
for fach cloths, ‘Fhat when the faid: cloth fhall be imsported. according. to-con- 
tract, if the sHaH’s merchants find any-of them inferior to the pattern, they may 
reject them ; but for what they fhall receive; they are to pay the company ready 
money. That whatever cloths are refufed, the company may. fell them in any 
part of the sHan’s dominions, on the beft. terms. they can. 


“ Tux company will be at all times ready to contract with the sun’s. merchants. 
for any quantity of any other fort of goods ; and they defire that no delays may 
be made on the part of the sHan’s merchants, in receiving goods for which they 
have contra¢ted. he BBE 
VI. “ Taar if they fhall contract with private psrsran merchants.for apy. cer 
tain quantity of goods, and a difpute fhall arife about the delivery or payment of 
the fame, the governor of tha province fall decide the difference ; but if the 
company fhall not chufe to abide by the decifion of the governor, that then. they: 
may have leave direétly to appeal to the san himfelf. ; 


VIL. “ Tsar if any of their thips fhall arsive at any other of the sHan’s ports 
befides ResHp, and they fhall not be furnifhed with persian maney enough to 
difcharge the duty of fuch goods as they import, then the receiver of the cuftoms: 
of fuch port fhall take a bill of exchange-on the company’s-houfe at rusHD, for 
the amount of fuch duty. : ; 


VII. “ Taart when the company fhall,have paid duty on goodsiimported, the 
faid goods fhall not be liable to any farther duty on any pretence whatfoever, al~ 
though fuch goods are carried from the place where they are landed, to any other: 
part of the suan’s dominions. ‘ 


IX. “ Tat goods imported bythe company, not for the sHan’s ufe, but de- 
figned to be fold in the inland parts of his dominions, may not be liable to be 
wholly unpacked by the cuftont-houfe officers, but only fofar opened as may fa- 
tisfy them there is no fraud defigned, and that the contents of the bales are really 
fuch as they are reported to be. 


XX. “ Tuar they may have a broker appointed’ to attend them, who, if required, 
may be a witnefs betwixt them and any perfon. they may contract. with, or fell 
goods to ;. alfo for any other fuch ufe. 
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“ We humbly beg that this our bufinefs may be fpeedily difpatched, 
“* that we may return with our report; and if, through the thort 
** time we have had to draw up this petition, we have forgotten any 
“* material articles, we humbly defire we may obtain them next 
“* year, 


‘Signed and fealed { J- pein 


“ Wuen this petition was tranflated, we prefented it to the -viztr and alfo to the 
merchant, who approved of it; we informed them at the fame time that we had 
nothing but a gold repeating watch of curious workmanthip, worthy of the re- 
gent’s acceptance. They both thought it proper to fend the watch as a prefent 
with the petition. Having prepared fair copies in our own and the persian lan- 
guage, we delivered them to the merchant, together with the repeating watch, 
and a plain gold one for the regent’s treafurer. On’ the 4th of july they were all 
fent forward to MEScHED. 


‘* Tre few goods we had brought with us, we fold to the regent’s merchant, 
who bargained with us very fairly, and gave us as good a price as we could have 
obtained of any of the private merchants who valued them, 


“* Tue regent, after the example of his father, had entered “into very oppreffive 
meafures, by buying up all zuroPgAN goods,. as well as raw filk, making him- 
felf the only merchant in persia. Complaints being made to him of the perni- 
cious confequences of this policy"BY the caLENTAR of RESHD, who was deputed 
by the people of that city, he ordered him to be ftrangled, under pretence that 
by. fuch reprefentations his-authority was contemned. This project wounded the 
PERSIAN merchants in a moft fenfible manner, and could not therefore, in the 
opinion of the wifeft heads, ‘be of any long duration. 


‘A mMontH and feven days being expired fince we forwarded our petition, and 
the feafon drawing near for the departure of the laft fhips from Persia to ASTRA- 
cHAn, we began to be impatient for an anfwer. We reprefented to the vizIR 
the neceffity we were under of returning to Russia in the autumn, otherwife we 
mutt lofe a whole year. The vizir replied, that one of us at leaft ought to ftay 
to do honour to the regent’s decree; and dropt feveral expreffions, intimating the 


* danger himfelf thould be expofed to, if he permitted us to depart. He defired 


that Mr. exron fhould remain, and that he would fend Mr. crime poft by land 
to the Russran frontiers, and provide him a fafe convoy at the sHan’s expence, 
Whilft this matter, fo interefting to us, was in agitation, the 15th of augutt a 
courier arrived with a decree, which we received with much fatisfaction, We 
prefented this meffenger with a complete pzrstan habit, which, according to 
‘the cuftom of the country, he wore in honour of us; in return, he infifted on 
our fervants acceptance of three gold ducats. The decree was conceived in the 
following terms. 


De o The 
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The decree of RIZA. KOULI MYRZA. 


ee UR high commandment: confifts. in this, that we have condefcended to 
“ grant the petitioners the contents of their humble petition; and be it 


“ Known to the molt excellent Begler Begs, moft honourable governors and. 
« commiffioners of our empire of rran, which refembles paradife ; the country 
“ of park, and its dependencies. 


“© Wuereas fome honourable rnoiisn merchants have arrived. here from. the 
c¢ empire of Russta, we hayg given.them liberty, and. hereby allow them, to land. 
« their goods, with all freedom, ii any of ur ports of the caspian, and from 
« thence to carry them to any market of Gtr empite,;particularly to our provinces 
“© of KHORASAN, HERAT, FARS, VAUSIERs RODSHAUN]-VEZID, KHARMAN, BALKH3 
‘© ANHIHOBAD, STRABRAN, and ta the banks of the riveeaMv, to the.confines of 
 RADDUKSHAN, CABUL, COSBIN, PSTAGNE, to the empire of rpz4, and to the 
« banks ef the river aTToK : and that they be permitted and indulged to purfue 
“ their journies with, the merchandize, without the #eaft interruption or diftur- 
“ bance, we have ordered all the fubjects of out empire to give them all reafons 
“ able affiftance. 


_ « Wuen they thal] have determined at.any port or place: to open. their. goods, 
« and expofe them to fale, they may at all times do fo without interruption ; and 
<¢ what remains unfold, they are left at their liberty to tranfport. them where they, 
“ pleafe, in veffels or on loads. Upon fuch .yefféls or carriages on which their 

goods fhall be loaded, the cuftomary duty only fhall be taken, and by no. means 
any more fhall be exaéted from them.” * . 


naa 


e 


“t Tp thefe ENGiisw merchants defire to Buy: up and export any of the commodi- 
“: ties of the empire, in that they fhall meet with no hindrance, but fhall find the 
‘* fame indulgence as any other merchants whatfoever. When their veffels or mer- 
é& chandize fhall happen to artive’at any port or place where there fhall- be no ex- 
“ oiisn conful, or. ENcLisH houfe, or though-there fhall be an ENGLIsH houfe, yet 
«< if they have rio inclination to land their good’, no force’ fall be ufed to oblige 
© them to land them, nor fhall they, under any pretentey be detained, after pay- 
** ing the ufual duty, and taking a receipt or difcharge for the fame. 


« Tr it fhould happen, that they-Have no-money ready to-pay the duty on goods 
« they fhall import into any other port or place befides REsHD,, then they may give 
“ an affignment on their houfe at REsHD. 


«¢ Tr they fhall have occafion to hire, or buy vefiéls, for carrying off, or bringing 
< on thore their goods, the commanders of our ports are hereby cammanded to give 
them all reafonable afitftance therein. © ; 


b 


“ Ty thefe merchants defire to-fell their goods out of their own-quarters, Houfes, 
** or warehoufes, we give them full power: fo to do; and let none have the affurance 
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- to interrupt them, under pretence that the goods have not been regularly viewed 
by the cuftom-houfe, officers; but at the fame time we expect they will not offer 
goods to fale, that have not been regularly reported at the cuftom-houfe, to the 

‘¢ injury of our revenues. : 


aan 8 
RRR 


« Tr the EnGcLisn merchants defire to hire, buy, or build houfes at resHp, or in 
any other port or place, in that we order them to -have all reafonable affiftance.. 
The inhabitants of fuch places fhall not be confrained to part with their houfes,. 
« againft their inclination ; -yet they fhall treat the ENGLisH with all imaginable ci- 
vility and refpect. - 


aon 


« 


« Ir any of the goods they fhall import, be thought proper by our commiffaries. 
for ourfelf, fuch may be taken by them for our ufe, at the fame price as they 
« would be fold to other people, our commiffaries payiag ready money, and they 
fhall not be obliged to part with, or deliver goods, without ready money; and 
“ in fuch payments let. none dare to give them the leaft.trouble,. under pain of ona 
higheft difpleafure,.- Whatfoever. goods they fhall bring, that fhall not be 
thought proper for our ufe, they have liberty to fell them to whom they pleafe,. 
without hindrance or delay. 
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« Thefe rwcuisH. merchants have alfo. leave to-thip off their goods; and carry. 
them to what place they fhall think moft convenient ; and if any differences hap- 
_pen.in trade, and they thall come to hearing or trial, the commiffaries of the. 


place are ordered to give immediate fentence without partiality. 


. 


“¢ xe whatfoever port the ENcLIsH merchants. fhall pay duty, there they are to. 
‘¢ have a written difcharge, in which fhall be fet forth, for what goods they have 
“* paid duty, and the amount thereof, that they may not be liable to pay duty for 
‘* them again, in any other port or place. i‘ . 


“ Tue cuftom-houfe officers are.not to break open and unpack their bales, but. 
© to take the merchant’s word for the contents of them, that they may fuftain no 
‘= damage.. : ; . 


“« In whatever province the gNezisH.merchants ffiall arrive, our moft excellent 
‘ Begler Begs, and other our honourable commanders, are hereby ordered to thew 
* them. all imaginable refpect, nor to allow or fuffer any perfon whatfoever, to af- 
* front or moleft.them.. And feeing-the petitioners. are only acquainted with the 
“ guROpPrAN language, and cannot confer with. our fubjeCts without. an interpreter, 
* it is neceffary thar their brokers fhould be. men. acquainted with both languages. 
* If they defire fuch. interpreters, though. they are chriftians,, they have leave to 

make ufe of them without reftraint.. ~ 


. 
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“« Tur petitioners are. received: under. our moft gracious prote&tion.: the watch 
which they fent was received ; and as a mark of our favour, by tlhe bearer here-. 


“ of, we prefent them with fifty rubles: and we hereby command. our moft high. 
: “ trufty, 


Ay 
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“ trufty treafurers and regifters of our empire, to regifter this our high decree, and 
“* put it in execution, under pain of our higheft difpleafure. 


“ WaRiTTEN at MEscuep in the Shumafnel Saneuf 1152 years *. 
( ) Tue place of the feal of 


Riza Kovir Myrza. 





CHAP. VL 


Mr. EvTon returns to St. PETERSBURG. His farther proceedings in eftablifbing the: 
caspian trade, till the delivery of bis memorial to the honourable Mr. #1xcH. 


N the preceding extract. from Mr. ruron’s journal, the.reader will, without quef- 
tion, obferve that the regent’s decree was in every refpect as fill and clear as could 
poffibly be defired ; and tho’ I believe fome latitude was taken in. the tranflation 
of it, yet it was the regent’s meaning to give all poffible encouragement to the trade 
propofed. As to paying ready money for goods taken for the ule of the crowity 
it was never practifedin our time; it was ufually denominated ready money, but 
it generally proved a laborious tafk, and required fome time to recover it. As to 
contracting for goods on patterns previous to their arrival, it is not practifed in 
PERSIA. 


Tue fifty crowns fent by the regent as a prefent, has no air of grandeur, but it 
was difcovered fome time after that the execrable wretch who was entrufted with the 
gold repeating watch, had delivered only a mean one of filver. . 


Mr. eLron having received the decree, gives the following account, “* We 
“ prefented the decree tothe governor ; who received it ftanding, in the moft re- 
‘* fpectful manner, putting it up to his forehead, with both his hands, according 
** to the manner of the perstans. The whole company rofe up at the fame time, 
and when the governor had again taken his feat, he read the decree, and gave it 
to the vizir for his perufal. He defired likewife that he might have a copy 
thereof, in order to communicate the fame to all whom it concerned, and enter it 
on the public regifter’ At the fame time he infifted that Mr. zLTon fhould re- 
main in GHILAN, from a prefumption that the regent would make-very par- 
ticular enquiries concerning us. Mr. evron reprefented that his ftaying there 
would fruttrate tle ends of the decree which the regent had given him; becaufe 
his employment required him to repair forthwith to St. PETERSBURG, in order to 
~ fettle matters with his conftituents.” 
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ACEORDINGLY 


i Augut 1739- 


Chap. VIL TO Str. PETERSBURG, ag 


AccorDINGLy ELTON left Mr. craMmeE, and departed the 22d of Augult-Yor 
Russia; after meeting with tedious delays, and jome unkind ufage during his qua- 
rentine at the mouth of the vorca, he arrived at St. PETERSBURG about the end 
of January 1740. The fuccels he had in persta procured him a kind reception 
from the ENcLisu factors, who after confalting their principals in zonpon, defired 
he would prefent a memorial to his majefty’s minifter at the court of RussIA, the 
fubftance of which will appear from-the following extraéts. ‘ 


Extracts of a memorial delivered by j. eLTON, to the honourable Mr. rg. FincH, his. 
majefty’s minifter at St. perzrsgurc. Dated in St. PETERSBURG, July 1740, 


ie T HIE northern provinces of prrsia produce the greateft quantity, and the 
“e beft fort of raw filk; and from thence the fouthern provinces, and the filk 
“ manufadtories at MESCHED, as well. as thofe in TURKEY, are fupplied. The 
“* provinces moft abounding in filk are GHiLAN, the principal city in which is 
“* RESHD; SHIRVAN, the capital of which is SHAMAKIE; ARAN‘, of which the 
** chief city.is Ganja: the two former of thefe provinces. are on. the fouth-wett 
“ thores of the caspraw fea, and the latter is adjacent. 


“* SINCE NaDrR sHan’s acceffion to the throne of persra, he has made MESCHEDy 
** the capital of KHoRAsaN, his favourite city, and confequently the feat of the 
“ PeRsIAN empire: fo that by the extraordinary privileges with which he has en- 
“ dowed that capital, and by other meafures that he hath taken to aggrandize: it, 
“ he has in fome meafure drained tspawan of its inhabitants. 


“Riza KOVLI MYRZA, regent of PrRsia, and eldeft fon to NADIR spran, hatte 
“* eftablifhed his refidence at mescuep for fome years paft, during his father’s ab- 
“* fence in inpra; in which time he hath ‘taken the city of BaLKu, and cleared the 
“ frontiens. &rHor asan from the TURKUMANS and ousBEG TARTARS, who ufed: 
“ frequently to infeft them. Tis prefumed likewife that the city of noxwar~ has. 
*“ by this time fubmitted to the perstans. 


“" Tue feat of the persian empire. being thus: remeved {o near to. the CASPIAN, 
“« for MESCHED is but an eafy journey frem the port of ASTRABAD,*is, without 
** doubt, a very lucky circumftance for our merchants, who by that means are en- 
“ abled te fupply it with sunorzan commodities, particularly with woollen goods, 
‘* which is an article of very great confequence ; as all the rersians, from the 
** higheft to the loweft, efteem and prefer Woollen cloths. to their own cheaper’ 
“ filken manufactures, infomuch that they never wear hofe of any fort but fuch as, 
“* ase made of weollen cloth; CASE gM . 


‘* To fupply the eapital city of reasta, and the adjacent provinces, with wool- 
“len goods and other europEAN commodities, is not the only motive that fhould. 
: ** determine. 

' Aran is generally wrote gRivan. 


* When they wear hofe they are made loofe in the manner of bcots;' tho’ they do not wfe them in i 
diag: but wove focks is the common sloathing of their feet. 
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“determine the BRITISH merchants to eftablify their principal mart at Mescutp. 
« "The confideration of the advantageous fituation of that city, ought to carry their 
© views much farther; for it. lies moft commodioufly to anfwer the demands of the 
“© neighbouring parts of rarTaRyY. For whoever confiders:the great extent ‘of both 
“ the BoxHara’s, the kingdoms of rancur and rurseT, together with the vait 
«© tracts of land that border.upon them, muft at the fame time {ee that they con- 
« tain many great and populous cities ; even their uncultivated lands are inhabited 
« by millions of people, who are fond of EUROPEAN commodities : from whence 
« we muft conclude, that-a very advantageous trade. might be.carried on with them 
“* through mescueD. ~ Caravans come to this place ftom all the cities in-the great 
and little BoKHARA, and from feveral of the’eaftern cities of PERsta, _alfo trom 
“ CabuL, KANDAHAR, and the notthern’ fropgiers ‘of mvbia. And without a 

«+ queftion, when thofé cities .are certain ‘of finding af mrscuxp plenty of all the 
& forts of EUROPEAN goods that they want, and-at the: fame'time an increafed de- 
«© mand for their own commodities, their caravans muft quickly become more rich, 
“© and numerous ; by which means alone the BRITISH merchants, without carrying 


© their goods farther than MESCHED, -will-be able to pufh their commerce to the 


‘ utmoft limits of the extenfive countries ‘abovementioned. ° 


_& Twat the privisit’merchants may command this “‘BOKHARA trade, whenever 


:* they pleafe, is obvious to a degree that. cannot be @aid “to. require: any proof. 


“© They have nothing to do but to fend their goods from St. -pererspurc, and 
“© from thence, partly by land, and partly by water, to asTRACHAN, where they 
“© may embark them to crofs the CASPIAN fea; to the. port: of asTRraBaD, in the 
« fouth eaft bettom of the caspran, and from thence there is but a little way by 


- Jand to Mescuep. . This willbe fafer, more eafy, and alinoft ‘as ‘expeditious as 
-« fending goods from LONDON to St. PETERSBURG, becaufe the cAspran is a much 


“ {afer navigation than the BaLTic. But the fuccefs of all depends -igtirely-on the 
«© pritisH merehants*having their own veffels to navigate the voLca and the cas- 


: prawn, for reafons which would be improper to mention here. 


Tue sritisi merchants cannot: have any formidable rivals to contend with, 
* or to apprehend in this trade; for. the eaftern. provinces of-peRsta, both the 
« poxwara’s, and the adjacent countries, can be no-otherwife fupplied with zu- 
“ gopean commodities; than through-the Russtan empire, and by ‘the method 
“« beforementioned of reforting to the city of MESCHED. ae 


‘ Ow the ftridteft enquiry 1 could make in cura, I could not find that any 


.S pnoiisn woallen goods, either by way of BAST INDIA, OF TURKEY, ever reached 


‘ tothis old mart, and new capital of peRSTA. The woollén~goods: whieh the 
ARMENIANS import into cniLan, either by the way of ruRKzY, or the empire of 
s©"pussta, are all putcn cloths, and ‘but few of thefe are fent to MEscH#D; fo that 
«. the trade from Lonpew crofs-the CASPIAN to-this ‘citys might, in the-courfe ofa 
« few year’s, be made as confiderable in regard to the confumption of our woollen 
«© marufa€tures, as any one branch of commerce we have at prefent. It is alfg to 
46.-be icarcely. doubted, that the BRITISH merchants, if they refolve in. earneft to 
‘© enter on the trade to soKHAR 4, ‘will find their account in-it;-much more thas in 

: that 


& 
Chap. VI. TO Sr. PETERSBURG. 25 


** that. which they now carry on from LONDON to the empire of aussta. Indeed ’ 
** this may be eafily proved; for at MESCHED and the BoKHAR4«’s their woollen 
“ goods would yield a much better price, and much greater profit would arife from 
“ their returns. In this trade they would fell all their goods for ready money , 
** whereas in Russia the BRITISH merchants are obliged to give long credit, which 
“* not only confumes a part of their profit, but fubje&s them annually to contra@ 
“© bad debts, for large fums. : : o 


“ Wiru regard to the’ trade to the BOKHARA’s, itis a moft favourable circum- 
* ftance that mEseugp ftaitlls fo very commodioufly with refpedt to the provinces of 
“* GHILAN and SHIRVAN, from Whence the returns for goods fold at Mescuen may 
“* be made in raw filk, to the amount of almoft any fum. Nor can it be doubted, 
‘* but that when our merchants come to be acquainted with the Boxsara’s, andthe 
“ cities to the eaftward, they will find other valuable cammodities there, fuch as 
“* gold, precious ftones, bezoar,; mufk, &c. in which they may invett their returns, 
“in cafe the produce of the northern provinces of persra fhould prove infufficienr, 
“* Hence it will follow, that after they have eftablifhed themfelves at MESCHED, they 
‘* will obtain the cloathing of the whole perstan army, by contracting with the 
“ SHAK’s principal merchant, and fupply all thofe- vaft and populous countries 
** abovementioned with woollen goods ; and this becaufe no nation, but the people 
“* of GREAT BRITAIN, can fupply them with woollens in fach plenty, or at fo eafy 
** a rate, and at the fame time afford to give fo good a price for their raw filk, and 
** other commodities with which that country abounds. AH this the PERSIANS, as 
“well as the ARMENIANS, are apprized of; and ’tis this which fo much engages 
‘ the attention of.the one, and alarms the fears of the other. This confideration 
“* alfo no doubt prevailed onthe regent {0 eafily to grant us che privileges I obtained, 
“ in favor of the BrarisH merchants lait year, which he confirmed by his decree. 
“* Soon after I left caitam, the ARMENIAN patriarch ftrongly folicited the regent 
““ in behalf of his people, to teverfe that decree; but his folicitation had a contrary 
** effect, for the regent confirmed it, and fent orders the fecond time to the gover- 
“ nor of Rrsup to fhew the ftridett regard to it in all points.- 


“THE BRITISH merthants can never be fupplanted in this trade, fo long as they 
“ fecure a pafiage for their goods through the empire of russta, and a freedom of 
“* navigation on the caspran, both which it will be the intere(t of the fovercign 
“ of Russia, to grant to the fubjects of crear BRITAIN, ae 


“ the legiflacure of Great BRITAIN, to give all neceflary-powers to us. For iC 
feems impoffible to ftrike out any new branch of trade to any part of the 
“ world, capable of vying with this, in the advantages which it promifes. Both 
the filk.and woollen manufactures would certainly reap great benefit from it; 
“and very profitable returns might alfo be made in gold; jewels, cotton, fine wool, 
“* and other valuable commodities, : 


‘* Jv may therefore be humbly prefumed, :that it will-be thought reafonable by 


a 


“ Furturr, the pRivisH RAST INDIA company have for above five years paft 
“* abandoned 1sranan, to which city, in all that {pace of time, they have not jenc 
Vou. E * one 
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* 


; one bale of woollen goods ; and as we are informed, they have -no thoughts of 
« fending any more for the foture. The putes likewife, who ftill remain at 1s- 
“ paHAN, fend but a very inconfiderable quantity of goods to that city; for the 
‘ trade which it formerly enjoyed, is tranfplanted to, and centers in MESCHED, 
« which is at too great a diftance from the PERSIAN gulf, or eaftern ocean, for 
6 either the BRITISH OF DUTCH EAST INDIA company to fend goods thither round 
«© the CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


‘ [7 is alfo more than probable, that when the BRITISH merchants fhall have 
eftablithed themfelves in the MESCHED and BOKHARA trade, it will in a few years 
become a more beneficial article to ORE AT privain than the TURKEY trade ever 
« was. In this, a greater quantity of woollen goods may be vended at a better 
«6 price, and to countries to which the BRITISH commerce hath neyer yet reached, 
nor ever can be extended by any other channel than that now prop6fed : befides, 
the very fame commodities which the TURKEY Company NOW import into GREAT 
«© BRITAIN, not to mention any new articles, may be brought from MESCHED a 
«© great deal cheaper, andwith much greater advantage to the nation. 
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s [yw particular, the commodioufnefs of the roads between MESCHED, GHILAN, 
and the northern provinces of PERSIA, will enable the RUSsrA company to im- 
port raw filk much cheaper than the TURKEY: merchants. Fhey.can buy it up 
at the firft hand in the very provinces where it is produced, whilft the TURKEY 
«© merchants muft buy the fame at fecond hand from the TURKS and ARMENIANS, 
«© who bring it to ALEPPOs CONSTANTINOPLE, and SMYRNA, where they fell it at 
“<a great advance. ‘and it mutt be obferved, that the eaftern provinces of PER- 
*¢ sta produce but a very inconfiderable quantity of this commodity. Befides, the 
sHAn’s principal merchant in nEsHD refufed to fupply the TURKS and ARME- 
wrans, who came laft year to buy up filk in GHILAN, with any quantity, unlefs 
* they paid twenty per cent. above the ‘price he then fold it at to thofe who ex- 
* port it for RUSSTA 5 and he had pofitive orders to fell no filk for exportation to 
TURKEY, if he could find any other market for it. ‘ : 
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«© Tue peRsrans, who have a fettled averfion for the TURKS, are well informed 
of the advantage which the TURKISH empire derives from its being the principal 
market for PERSIAN filk; and have therefore been endeavouring to prevent it 
for more than an hundred years patt. They are likewife well apprifed, that 
« the only way to fucceed in this defign, is to encourage the BriTisH merchants 
<< ¢9 come and fettle in GHILAN 3 by which means they hope in time to divert the 
channel of trade for cuizan filk, which now runs through the TURKISH do- 
« minions, and turn its current through the empire of russia. Could this be 
4 once effeéted, it would not only be of fingular advantage both to the empires 
« of RUSSIA and PERSIA, with regard to their trade, but it could not fail of con- 
‘ fiderably diftreffing the TURK, ‘who is the common enemy of both thefe em- 
“« pires. If the TURKS and TURKISH ARMENIANS are denied the exportation of 
eurLan filk for TURKEY, OF obliged to purchafe it on fuch unequal terms, we 
mutt expect, either that the TURKEY company will no longer import any PER- 
stan Gtk at all, or that they will not be able to fell what they import, bue 
at a very extravagant price. This is a circumftance which deferves attention, 
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* fhould the russia merchants be oppofed in the importation of rexszan filk into. 
“ GREAT BRITAIN, either by the ruRKEY company or any other. ; 


** As the sritisa merchants can at prefent have no better information, I fhall 
“* venture to hint briefly at the method they ought to take to eftablifh theméfelves 
‘in this valuable trade to the noxHaRa’s, and ta the north. eaftern provinces of 
S* PERSIA. 


“* Fr is neceffary they thould build at casan one or two veftls of about one 
* hundred and eighty-tons, or fomewhat lef, for the navigation of the caSP1AN 
“* fea; which veffels may be manned by half sriris and half russtan {eamen. 
‘« They muft alfo have a few large boats on the vonca. Thee. velels and boats 
‘* will be no burden to the saitisn merchants in carrying on this trade, becaufe 
“* they muft pay the fame freight for the mean Russian veffels which crof$ the 
‘“‘ caspran. It in the infancy of this commerce, the BRITIsH merchants fhould 
** not fend a fufficient quantity. of goods to freight fuch veffels, they may find em- 
“* ployment. enough to maintain them, by carrying goods and pafféngers on the 
“* caspian, from one part of persia to another, ; 


“* Tue only difficulty feems to be in procuring liberty to build fuch veftels ; but 
“« as it will be impoffible to carry on a trade to MESCHED, or even to GHILAN with- 
“ out them 3 it is fubmitted, if the merchants ought not by all means, and as foon 
“* as poffible, to apply for fuch liberty. 


“ Tue sritisa merchants muft likewife eftablith a houfe at MescuEp, one 
*¢ branch of which fhould refide at RESHD, and the chief be invefted with the title 
** of conful to the king, and agent to the company ; fuch a character piven to the 
** chief of their houfe will have great weight with the PERSIANS, and firmly efta- 
** blith the affairs of the new undertakers; and it is the more neceffary, as the 
** EAST INDIA company have always had their agent at ISFAHAN, and Russia at 
“ prefent has her.conful at ResHp. 

Signed youn ELran. 
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Remarks on Mr. evvTon's memorial. Al foort view of the trade between PERSIA 
and TuRKEY. The difference between that and the new trade propofed by the 


way of RUSSIA fo PERSIA, : 


HIS pompous memorial promifed a great deal too much, confidering how 
little experience the author had of the fubject he undertook to treat of. 


Notuine is more natural than for men to be charmed with the creatures of their 
own brain, and to receive that as folid reafoning which flatters fome favorite paffion, 
E2 Mr. 


oe 
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Mr. gn Tow having thus found his way to GHILAN, and laid the foundation of 2 
cotnmercial intercourfe with that province, worked himfelf into the perfuafion that 
he had difcovered a quite new trade, which the ARMENIANS either knew nothing 
of, of wet incapable of conducting. This however was far from being the cafe ; 
for they frequented MzscHED in the reign of sHaH ABas, and fupplied ic with 
BUROPEAN commodities. from 3SFAHAN, TAURISs and -alfo from the coaft of the 
caspian. There is yet a large CARAVANSERAI built by sHaw azas for the ufe of 
the ARMENIANS, who are fettled here in great numbers; and had there been any 
profpect of fuch advancages, as Mr. ELTON imagined, they would not have wanted 
abilities, or means to make ufe of them. 


L sau have occafion to explain this mattet more fully hereafter, and will only 
obferve at prefent, that if Mr. Eron had been acquainted with the extreme diftrefs 
of persra, in confequence of naDir’s ufurpation ; and. with. the unhappy condi- 
tion of the countries bordering on the fouth and fouth eaft of ezxsia, there could 
not have been the leaft room for fuch fanguine expectations. : 


It is not improbable that the regent of persia confented. the more readily to 
Mr. ELron’s propofals of bringing merchandize from ENGLAND to GHILAN, becaufe 
the suan’s merchant refided at that time in- this province. As to MESCHED it 
fears Hore conveniently between the TURKS, with whort the PeRatans are fo often 
wt wai, and that part of ivpsa which was lately conquered by the P¥RKstans. But 
this was not the only reafon, for he could. not be ignorant that by encreafing the 
places of importation, and the number of importers, he fhould be enabled to buy 
the manufaétutes of Eunops fo much the cheaper. As to the trade between the 
northern provinces of persra and TURKEY, Mr. ELTON certainly was too fan- 

-guine, . The expence of carriage through Russia was then computed to be feven« 
teen per cent. cheaper than by the rout of TURKEY ; but according to the beft cal+ 
culations I could ever obtain, I found the difference to be no more than four per 
cent; and if the freights from smyRNA and ALEPPO, were moderate, it would come 
{till lower. As there are no caravans of merchandize fent from PERSIA tO TURKEY, 
for account of our faétors in smyrna and ALEPPO this computation of the carriage 
can be taken only from the “aRMENIANS and the charge thereof muft vary accord- 
ing to the circumftances of thofe countries as to war or peace. 


Ir muft be confeffed, that reafonings poft factum, argue rather our experience 
than our wifdom: and whilft we are biafled by our intereft and the defire of gain, 
we feldom have either leifure or inclination to examine things to the bottom. It is 
no wonder then that the Russia company, in confequence of the agreeable account 
which Mr. ELTON gave, and the fanguine hopes they had entertained, fhould tall 
into fome miftakes. ; 


Tue trade between persia and Turkey had becn for the greateft part carried 
on by the ARMENIANS, of whom, as far as I could learn, there are not lefs than ten 
thoufand fettled in rurKEyY ; thefe are employed chiefly by the ENGLISH, FRENCH, 
and putcu merchants refiding in CONST ANTINOPES, SMYRNA, and ALEPPO. ea! 

I have 


Chap. VII. RELATING TO THE CASPIAN TRADE, 29 


have long diftinguifhed themfelves as the moft acute'traders in all ASIA, and Carry 
to market the products of the zast, returning thofe of surops, ’ 


Tue wars and hereditary enmity of the rurxs and PERSIANS had often obftructed 
this, commerce between parsta and TURKEY; and at length forced moft of the 
ARMENIAN traders into the channel of Russta, crofs the caspran fea: but fhould 
Persta recover herlelf again, fo as to produce any confiderable quantity of filk, it 
is more than probable that the ARMENIAN fubjeéts of the cranp SEIGNIOR, who 
live in and about rauris and ERZEROuUM, will come in for a large fhare of that 
branch of commerce. 


Tue ordinary rout for a caravan from RESHD to SMYRNA js tO ARDEVILLE five 
days, to rauRis ten days, to ERZEROUM twelve, from thence to smyRWA forty 
three, in ‘all feventy, The rout to aLeppo is from RESHD to CASBIN, HAMADAN, 
SHUSTER, BAGDAT, ALEPPO, and is upon.the whole about ten days lefs than to 
SMYRNA. There is yet a fhorter road to ALEPPO, but it is ill fupplied with water, 
Aveppo from smyrna is reckoned forty days; a day’s journey being computed at 
twenty five ENGLisH miles, the tract of feventy days already mentioned, is one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty miles, or two thoufand two hundred and thirty werfts : 
and from asrracnan to St. PETERSBURG they reckon two thoufand two hundred: 
werfts, as the annexed map more particularly defcribes. The reader will pleafe to 
obferve, that this map was not fhown to the houfe of lords, as etroneoufly faid, but 
to fuch peers only who entered deepeft into the fubje&. It now ftands correéted ac-. 
cording to the beft intelligence I could procure in Persra, 


Ir muft be obferved, that the ARMENTANS are fubject to many arbitrary impofi- 
tions, when they travel through the GRAND SEIGNTOR’s dominions ; but they enjoy 
the indulgence of trading from one great city to another, much more than is pradti- 
cable in Russra. They are alfo fubject to inconveniencies in Russta, when the go- 
vernor of ASTRACHAN happens to be rapacious 5 or the Russ1an conful in GHILAN 
infolent and oppreifive ; the dire@ion of the RusstAN Mavigation on the @aspran: 
being in the hands of the latter, 


THERE are many of the ARMENIANS who acknowledge fubjection to russra, and 
are therefore entitled to fo much the greater countenance in that country ; but what 
mult give the russrans a preference inthe efteem of the PERSIANS, is the mu-. 
tudl intereft they both have in depriving the rurx of the advantages arifing fron 
the PERSIAN commerce, which has been fo confiderable_as to enable him to. keep a. 
great number of forces on foot, and has often, turned the feale in his. favor. 


From cuiran to ASTRACHAN, allowing for quarentain and other contingen- 
cies, may be reckoned thirty days, from thence to ZARITZEEN ten, from thence to 
Mosco thirty five, from-thence to St. PETERSBURG twenty, in all ninety five, which 
is many days longer than the rout to TURKEY, upon a moderate computation, 
Moreover, According to the ufual courfe of the feafons, the only proper times to 
fet out for asTRacHAN, are the months of may, june, and july, for the fummer 
caravans ; and january for the winter,. ; 


Tris 
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Tyrs muft neceffarily create delays, and often prevent the timely exportation 

- from St. PETERSBURG ; nor -can it be imagined but that the fhipping of the filk 

on the caspian, and in the fummer time again on the vorea, and again on the 

BALTIC, muft be attended with confiderable expences and inconveniencies. We 

have found the charge run to thirty four per cent. on the invoices from Lonpon, 

delivered to the factory at RESHD, and on raw filk delivered in LonDoN, -duties. and 
all charges paid, about thirty fx per cent. on the invoice. 


Mr. ELTon’s propofals certainly merited great regard, and the more as they ‘were 
calculated to obtain a confumption for our cloth, in the northern provinces of 
persia, which for fome time had hardly feen any of it. Formerly indeed our 
cloth was well known to the pars1ans, but of late years only a few thin GLoucrs- 
er: cloths, imported by our factors in smMyRNA ‘and ALEPPO, had been thence 
brought into persia by.the ARMENIANS, Our coarfe cloths alfo were formerly 
fent to ARCHANGEL, a$ I have already mentioned, from whence the ARMENIANS 
and RUSSIANS Carried them to ASTRACHAN, and from thence great part of them 
were tranfported into PERSIA : but this commerce had likewile ceafed, ‘ 

Mr. ELTon was alfo entitled to a kind reception, not only from the srrrisit 
merchants, but from the RusstaN Court, as his project feemed equally beneficial 40 
both nations. Peer THE GREAT was wont to give confiderable premiums to the 
authors of any commercial fchemes; but that cuftom had been long neglected. 
However, as the Br1TISH nation was in efteem at the court of St. PETERSBURG, 
we found no difficulty in obtaining leave to build one fhip at casan for the éas- 
PIAN navigation. But however favourable our defign might appear to the rus- 
stan intereft, yet, it was not without the utmoft importunity that we obtained 
permifiion to build a fecond fhip for the fame purpofe, fo early were they alarmed 
upon this account. Indeed the notion of carrying goods and paffengers from one 
part of the PERSIAN coaft to another, gave the fir wound to our commerce. 
Thefe veflels which Mr. ELTON recommended to be of about one hundred and . 

‘eighty tons, fhould not have been above fixty or feventy tons ; that we might have 
had no temptation to interfere with the Russians in this coafting trade. 


Mr. ELTON fet out upon an acquaintance with the old accounts of this trade, and 
with the treaty of commerce concluded in december 1734, between the crowns of 
GREAT BRITAIN and Russia, whereby provifion was made for carrying on a trade 
from GREAT BRITAIN, through the RussiAN dominions, tinto persta. He had 
now occafion to make a frefh appeal to that treaty, by producing the eighth article 
of it, which is as follows : 


“« Tr is agreed, that.the fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN may bring into RusstA 
«© all forts of merchandize,.and carry them through the dominions of Russia, 
‘¢ by the fhorteft and moft convenient way to PERSTA, paying three per cent. 
«ad valorem, in rix dollars, for the duty and tranfic of faid goods, and no 
«* more under any pretence whatfoever; and precife orders fhall be given for 
“ fettling the rate, fo that the ENGLisH merchants may at all times have carri- 
“ age or tranfports ready, which fhall be furnifhed them at a reafonable price, 

; “ Like. 
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“« Likewifé that they may bring all forts of goods and merchandize from PERSIA, 
“* and carry them through Russra with the like freedom ahd conveniency, paying 
“ only three per cent, ad valorem, in rixdollars, after the manner which is ufual 
“* in the cuftom-houfe of russia. 


“* Anp, in order to prevent all frauds on the part of the russtay officers, the 
“ BritisH merchants fhall declare the goods which they defign to. pafs ‘to, or 
“ from Persia, at the firft place they fhall arrive in Russia; and they fhall be 
received and admitted by their bill of loading, policy, or regifter, and-accord- 
“ing to their declared value, on which a duty of three per cent. fhall be paid, 
“* withouc opening or unpacking the goods, farther than is abfolutely neceffary to 
“* fatisfy the nuss1an officers, that the goods fpecified by the bill, policy, regifter, 
“* and no other, are contained in the packs or bales, in which the goods are made 
“up. But if the officer has reafon to fufpect the goods are not declared to their 
full value, within twenty per cent; in that cafe he may take the goods and dif- 
pofe of them, paying the merchants the value declared, with twenty per cent. 
“ over, without any deduétion. 


‘« Wuen the officer has made his vifit, which fhall be made without any vexa- 
“ ton or injury to the goods or package, he fhall feal with leads the packs. or 
bales in which the goods are; he fhall alfo number and mark them, and give 
“* the merchants a certificate of their having paid the duty ; and by that certificate, 
“* the feal being marked and numbered, they fhall pafs through Russta, to, and 
“* from persia, without any let or moleftation. But in cafe the merchants do not 
“* pafs all or any of the bales through russia, according to the declaration, or 
break the feals, and take out any of the goods in russia; if there be any reafon 
to fufpect that the fame has been done contrary to the plain meaning and intent 
of this article, he hall be fined, and pay the full declared value of fuch bale or 
“* pack that is wanting, of which the feal has been broken.” : 


Ir may appear a little ftrange that fuch careful Provifion fhould have been made 
for a trade through russra into PEnsra, at the fame time that a commerce of this 
kind feems to be prohibited by the aét of navigation; which fays, ‘* That no 
** goods or commodities of the growth, production, or manufacture of any coun- , 
“* try fhall be brought to the pririsu dominions, from any place except from thofe 
“ ports where the faid goods or commodities can only, are, or ufually have been, 
““firft thipped for tranfportation, and from no other places or countries, under 
“* the penalty and forfeiture of all fach goods, &c.” from whence it was concluded, 
that without an aé&t of partliament, perstan filk could not be introduced into enc- 
LAND, €xcept from GaMBROON, by the EAST INDIA company, or from the ports. 
in the Levant by the TURKEY merchants, 


CH AP. 
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Further fleps taken by Mr. nuton. Reprefentation made to bis majefly by the cominif~ 
fioners of trade, in confequence of the papers tranfimitted by the honourable Mr, vinci 

40 bis grace the duke of NewcastLe. Oppofition made by the BAST INDIA and 
TURKEY companies. Remarks on the declining flate of the latter; and feveral 
public remonftrauces on this fubjett. 


Otwirustanpine the difficulties mentioned, Mr. ston was not prevented 
from delivering to the honourable Mr. . FINCH, befides the memorial al- 
ready recited, two papers containing an account of the privileges, regulations, and 
indulgencies neceflary to be obtained from the russian court, for the management 
of this new trade. Mr. rincu accordingly tranfmitted thefe papers to the duke of 
NEWCASTLE, his miajefty’s fecretary of ftate, who by the order of the king laid 
them before the commiffioners of trade; and they in november of the fame year 
made the following reprefentation. : 


To the xinc’s moft excellent majefty. 


May it pleafe your majefty, 
«© YN obedience to your majefty’s commands fignified to us by his grace the duke 
« Ll of wewcastTLE, one of your majefty’s principal fecretaries of ftate, in his 
« fetter dated the 16th of feptember lait, we have taken into our conlideration two 
“© papers put into the hand of Mr. inc, your majefty’s minifter at St, perers- 
“ purG, by captain ELTON, 


as 


« Cowrainine a propofal for opening a trade by the sritisa merchants in 
* Russra, to thofe parts of PERSIA which are adjacent to the fourhern coatts of 
« the casPIAN fea. And do find, 


“ Tat captain ELToN’s papers do contain a propofal to the Russia company, 
for fupplying mescueEp, the prefent capital of Persia, and, the countries adja- 
cent, with all forts of woollen goods to a far greater degree, and at much eafier 
rates than they are now vended there: and for invefting our returns to GREAT 
‘BRYTAIN in the beft raw filks, and other commodities produced in thofe coun- 
tries, near fifty per cent. cheaper than at prefent by the way of TURKEY. 


“ec 
“ 
“ 
“ce 
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“© ‘Tx method captain eLTon propofes for carrying on this trade, is for the 
merchants to fend their goods from GREAT BRITAIN to St. PETERSBURG, and 
from thence, partly by land, and partly by water down the VOLGA to ASTRA- 
cHan; there to be fhipped and carried crofs the casPtaN fea to ASTRABAD, 0 
the fouth eaft coaft of the faid fea, from whence by land carriage to pre 
is not quite fourteen" days journey for a caravan. 


“6 
“cc 
“ 
“ 
4 


* Capran 
1 Ie is at leaft twenty fix days journey, as I fhall have occafion to mention. 
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“* Captain ELTon, in fetting forth the many advantages this trade mutt necef. 
farily be attended with, obferves amongft other things, that after the Russ1a 
“* merchants fhall have eftablifhed themfelyes at MEscHED, they will not only have 
“« it in their power to fupply many extenfive and populous countries with woollen 
** goods, but may alfo in time come to clothe the whole pErsran army. 


¢ 


“ Hlavine on this occafion been attended by Sir jouw THOMSON, governor of 
the Russia company, and alfo_ by feveral of the Principal merchants “concerned 
in that trade; we communicated to them captain ELTON’s projet, and have 
received their opinion in writing on the fubject-matter thereof, wherein they 
inform us, : 


t 
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‘© TuaT the great and many advantages which will accrue to this kingdom, by 
fo cheap and eafy cofveyance of the manufactures thereof in this channel of 
trade, appeared to them #& manifeft, that they humbly conceived this Propofal 
deférved the utmoft attention and encouragement. 


‘ 


« 


‘ 


“ Taar'a trade through Russa to persia is certainly practicable, forafmuch 
as the fame is at prefent carried on by the armENrans between HOLLAND and 
PERSIA, through the russran dominions, 


“ Tuat this branch of trade, which will confift Principally in the exportation 
of woollen goods and importation of raw filk, muft be of fingular benefit to this 
kingdom ; as it will be a means of fending the manufa@ures of our own produce 
in the eafielt manner to market, and; of brin ing home the firft materials of 
another great and beneficial manufactory, vaftly cheaper than they can be had 
‘ in any other manner, % & 


G 


‘“ 


© 


“ Tuat by authentic accounts tranfimitted to them, the charge of bringing raw 
filk from persta to St. PETERSBURG, by means of the water Carriage, will be 
very inconfiderable in proportion to the Jand carriage from GHILAN in PERSIA, to 
ALEPPO OF SMYRNA, the only ports in rurKey for exportation to ENGLAND, 


¢ 


‘ 


‘ 


“ Tuat the fophy of rersra, from an inclination to diftrefs the rurxs, his 

natural enemies, and to favor the RUSSIANS, may poflibly prohibit all trade with 

“ TURKEY, provided he can have a fufficient-demand for his filk through-russra ; 

“ jn which cafe, unlefs this channel fhould ibe opened to us, we fhould be entirely 
deprived of that commodity. 


‘ 


‘ 


' 
. 


“ Tuat fince the commencement of the war with SPAIN, PERSIAN {ilk is ad- 
vanced very much, and if the war continues, may ftill be higher; and mut 
“ always, on any rupture with FRANCE or spain, be expofed to the like difficulty, . 
“ which can only be remedied by opening another channel, and by having the 
choice of two ways to fupply the kingdom with that commodity. 


‘ 


rf 


“© Tuar the rrencn do now chiefly fupply rurxey with woollen goods, and 
“ gain upon us in that trade every day, and probably do and may, through them, 
Vox. I. F “ fupply 
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« fopply great part of PERSIA; whereas by this eafy conveyance, we fhall be 
c enabled to underfell them, and carry our woollen manufactures into all parts of 
pERstAa cheaper than they can. 


o 


‘ 


« Trey conclude with obferving, that the only objection that occurred to them 
againft opening this trade, was the prefent aét of navigation, by which they 
apprehend themfelves debarred that liberty; and as the reftrictions of that act 
make it neceffary for them to apply to parliament, they humbly hoped, that 
confidering how beneficial this trade will be to the kingdom, and that they can 
have no private views, nor any exclufive trade from the reft of his majefty’s fub- 
jects (any. perfon having a right to. be made free of their company for five 
pounds) they fhould meet with encouragement, in their intended application to par- 
fiament, for an exemption from that claufe in the aforefaid aét of navigation, from 
whence the prefent impediment arifes. 


Pan er ee ee ee 
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«© ‘Wurreupon we humbly beg leave to reprefent to your majefty, that it appears 
to us, as well from captain ELTON’S papers, as from the reprefentation of the 
Russia company, and our difcourfe with them thereupon ; that this {cheme, for 
opening a new branch of trade to persia through russra, may be very bene- 
ficial to this kingdom, and may deferve your majefty’s-royal protection ; but as 
no fteps can be made therein till the company fhall have applied to parliament, 
for an exemption from the above-mentioned claufe in the aét of navigation, 
(whereby no goods or commodities that are of foreign growth, production o¢ 
manufacture, can be brought from any place or country, but only from thofe 
of the faid growth, production, or manufactory, or from thofe ports where 
the faid goods and commodities can only, or are, or ufually have been firft fhip- 
ped for tranfportation) we fhall at prefent only obferve to your majefty, that 
when the faid application fhall be made, the advantages or inconvenicncics | 


that may atttend this channel of commerce, will be thoroughly weighed and 
* difcuffed. 
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Alf which is moft humbly fubmitted. 
Sign’d M. Brapen. 


R. Puumer. 
Whitehall, Nov. 11. Ja. BRUDENELL, 
1740. Ar. Crort. 


Captain ELTon’s propofal having thus met fo favorable a reception in ENG- 
LAND, as well as in RUSSIA; fome members of the EAST INDIA Company began 
to be alarmed, as if the fcheme was practicable, in the extent which Mr, ELTON 
apprehended, and confequently might prove an invafion of their charter. 


Tus trade to EAST INDIA thro’ RussIA and PERSIA, Was however confidered by 
the majority of that company as 4 chimerical project ; and. as their trade to the 
gulph of persra, was known to be not only remote from the casP1an, but differ- 
ing alfo in kind, (for THEY could not export raw filk of GHILAN, nor the RUSSIA 
comMpaNy the wool! of KHERMENIA) there fears did not run very high. But the 

TURKEY 
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TURKEY company, was in general extremely alarmed, and pleaded againft this pro- 
pofed trade very ftrenuoufly, objecting that it would be a violation not only of 
their charter, but of the a@ of navigation, fo long efteemed the bulwark of the 
BRITISH commerce. And tho’ they never had any factory eftablithed in the nor- 
thern provinces of Prrsra, yet the trade carried on from thence to ALEPPO and 
smyrna by the anMenraws, had in a great meafure centered in their company, by 
the purchafes which their agents were wont to make of thofe arMENIANS. They 
attempted to corroborate their atgtiments, by urging an exclufive right, as eftablith- 
ed by the fan@tion of that cuftom. The russia company, on the other hand, in- 
fifted that when the a& of navigation was made, it was not imagined that a fafe 
paflage could be obtained through the russran dominions into pExsta 3 which was 
now found not only practicable, but for the intereft of the nation to be attempted. 
That their charter is more antient and extenfive than either that of the EAST INDIA 
or TURKEY companies; and they fhould think it ftrange if they were excluded 
from a right of trading to the dominions of persta, which are actually mentioned 
in the body of their‘¢harter. The conteft however ran very high, and whilft the 
TURKEY merchants employed all their interefts to prevent a bill paffing in favor 
of the propofed trade, the Russta merchants attacked the exclufive privileges of 
the Turkry company ; urging that they were detrimental to the national intereft, 
and that our trade to Turkey had decayed very much for thefe feven years pait, 
chicAly owing to thofe privileges, together with the arbitrary and improper manner 
in which the trade itfelf was condudted. They alfo urged the declarations of ‘fe- 
veral of their own members, who in the year 1718, had complained to the houfe 
of commons, of the partial and unnational manner in which the trade was managed. 
Thefe complaints had been made by Sir perer DELME, JOHN LOCK, RALPH RaD- 
CLIFFE, JAMES LOCK, EDWARD RADCLIFFE, JOHN HANGER, efquires, and Sir 
JOSEPH EYLES, who then delivered a memorial to the effect as follows, 


“ T HE complainants admit that the company have long carried on their trade 
sé to TuRKEY, fometimes by private, fometimes by general fhips ; they de- 
‘* fire only to remind the honourable committee, that by the whole tenor of the 
** old records produced by the company, it appears that they themfelves have fre- 
“ quently thought the delay of fhipping to be of fuch dangerous confequence, 
“that if their fhips departed not annually, liberty was given to each and every 
** member, to export his own goods, in fuch manner, and by fuch means, as he 
“ fhould think proper. The complainants think it unneceffary to enter into a con- 
‘‘ fideration of the ftate of trade, fifty or a hundred years ago, or whether the 
“putcu or the rrencn had any trade in thofe days they defire to come to the 
‘* prefent times, and to confider what methods the company have purfued fince 
“* the conclufion of the laft wars, and the alterations they have lately made ; and 
“* it appears that they have carried on, what is ufually called an open trade; that 
“is, by fuch fhips as the refpective members did appoint to export their cloth, 
‘and the cloth of fuch other members as might pleafe to load upon them, to 
“* depart at fuch feafons of the year, as were found to be moft convenient, which 
“* was ufually in autumn, or by chriftmas. : 
“* Accorpincty the laft cloth thips did depart about that feafon of the year in 
1717, and many members of the company expecting the trade would continue 
F2 ** to 
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© ¢@ be carrted on in the fame manner, proceeded in buying and finifhing cloth, as 
© ufaal, for the year 4718. 


« Bur on the 26th of March 1738, they refolved, that if any member fhould 
¢ fend cloth to ruRKEY in any other manner, they would levy twenty per cent. 
«© on fuch member’s cloth in TURKEY 3 adding, that they would confider of general 
« fhips on the 23d of Oétober following, and not before : and in their own pream- 
ble they give this remarkable reafon for their alteration ; that it was in order to 
raife the value of. ENGLISH manufactures abroad, and filk at home ; hereby evi- 
dently demonftrating their private advantage, that of the nation confifting 
more in a large confumption, than in a large price: as the one may beat our 
“neighbours out of the trade, whilft the other mutt neceffarily give them a {hare 
* init. Now although many members thought this a great hardthip, yet did they 
« acquiefce, in full expectation, that at the time prefcribed, they fhould be per- 

mitted to export their cloth in the company’s own way. : 


e 
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«& But on the 6th of November, they refolved to adjourn the further confide- 
ration of fhipping for two smonths ‘longer’; ‘andithis made that evident which 
was before fufpected, that they really intended: no 'fhipping at all: whereupon 
a reprefentation of this grievance was made to the a ty, who became fo 
fenfible of this extraordinary way of proceeding, fo. highly interfering with the 
common good, that Mr. fecretary craces fent for the company, and defired 
them to re-confider this matter 5 which the company did in a general court, 
affembled on the 4th of December, when they refolved, that they would chufe 
fhips for the immediate exportation of cloth, on the 8th of January following, 
and appointed a committee to attend Mr. fecretary with this refolution. But 
when the 8th of January came, they, by a’ majority of one vote only, inftead 
of chufing fhips, ordered only a furvey of fhips, and a report to be made, 
On the 22d of January, they refolved, that they would, in proper time, chufe 
fhips, but not to depart before the 1ft of July next: now, the 1ft of July was 
generally underftood to mean: winter, and in ‘that cafe it would have compleated 
two years prohibition of “trade. 
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« Turis irregular and uncertain proceeding of the company, was the caufe that 
your complainants thought ehe interpofition of this honourable houfe of commons 
moft proper to their relief, in the exportation of that great quantity of cloth, 
which has been fo long locked up, to their own and the nation’s prejudice. 


a en 
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« Anp they humbly offer the following reafons for it. That the company’s 
charter does not warrant them in fuch a prohibition or reftraint of trade; nor 
will WESTMINSTER-BALL warrant their levying twenty in the hundred upon their 
members eftates; befides, fuch reftraint cannot be for the common good of 
the woollen manufaéturers of this kingdom, but evidently the contrary, as it 
neceflarily encourages the FRENCH and purcu trade to TURKEY. 
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«© NeveERTHELESS it is granted, that there was cloth remaining unfold, and par- 
* ticularly at ALEPPO; but moft of it would have been long fince difpofed of, . 
& wese 
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“* were it not for an underftanding between the managers here and in. TURKEY, in 
** order to raifé the price of cloth abroad, and that of filk at home. 


“* Turs reftraint may be alfo a Sreat caufe why fo much wool is fent to the 
““ FRENCH, they having a vent to TURKEY, whilft we have none; and to prevent 
“* the exportation of woollen Soods to TURKEY at this critical juncture, when no 
** more can be fenc either tO OLD or NEW SPAIN, is of the greateft moment ; fo 
“* that the complainants hope, thar: fiach. members of the company as have a right 
“to trade, will meet no obftruction. ; 


“ As to the objection, that the trade has been over-driven ; will not that in the 
“* nature of the thing, reduce the exportation, as far as may be needful, without a 
“ forcible reftraint ? It is flrange thar a majority of the company, fome of whom 
* are not at all concerned in the trade, and’others but little, fhould have more re-~ 
“* gard to the welfare of the largeft trading members, than they have for them- 
 felves and the nation, 


/ wogiedge at = 

** Our legiffature never thought that over-driving the trade to por TUGAL, SPAIN, 
“ or XTALY, was a fufficient reafon to truft thofe traders with a power of reftrain- 
** ing it at their pleafure, 


“Tr muft be allowed, that the Prefent fituation of affairs has made a great al- 
“" teration in almoft every thing ; low intereft raifes land, enlarges trade, reduces 
“* profit; and therefore thefe members, contrary to the reafon of things, defire 
“that cloth may be bought the cheaper at home, and fell the dearer abroad ; 
“ Pkewife that filk may be bought the cheaper abroad, and fell the dearer ac 


“ home. 


“* In the mean while, the FRENCH and puTcw are encouraged to fupply their 
“ woollen trade abroad, and their filk manufactures at home ; and our own ma- 
“ nufaéturers, both in wool and filk, are in a great meafure deprived of their 


““ employments: the ruxxs alfo at this very time carry an a cloth manufacture af 
‘* their own, 
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can follow it: but were it otherwife, it is prefumed, that thofe who have adie 
ftrioufly laid out their eftates in cloth, ought not to. -be- hindered, for the fake 
of thofe who have neglected it ; and it is probable, that the complainants are as 
“ likely to buy more cloth, as any other member whatever, 


i 
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‘ 


ral thips, yet it has often occafioned mifunderftandings between the membeérs ¢ 

“ felves. and alfo between the members and manufaturers. Two inftances may 
“* be offered; one upon the like occafion with this, Some members made applica- 
* tion to King cartes in council; the company was heard, and pretended many 
‘© difficul- 


€ 


“ ALTHouGH the company have frequently practifed this way of trading by- a 
em 
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© Aificulties.s the king himielf afked the queftion, whether there might be any 
«« members, who notwithftanding what was alledged, were willing to trade ; and it 
<t was anfwered, there might. Then, faid the king, they fhall trade; and or- 
« dered the trade to be opened. ; 


Tye other was a complaint of the manufacturers to the houfe of commons, 
« upon a delay of fhipping, when an annual export for TuRKey, in fummer for 
« ateppo, and in winter for SMYRNA and CONSTANTINOPLE, would have proba- 
bly been enaéted by law, had not the company, by large promifes of doing the 
“ thing, prevented it. 


« Now, whether this pretended power to {top trade be warrantable, or 
« whether it has been exercifed for the common good, is humbly 
« fubmitted to this honourable committee ? _ 


Ir is natural to imagine that fuch bold and explicit declarations as thefe, would 
be produétive of enquiries into the {tate of the TURKEY company ; and it was ac- 
cordingly debated very warmly in both houfes of parliament, whether ir would not 
be for the intereft of the nation to leave the commerce to TURKEY free and open, as 
the eorTuGAL and sPpANIsH trades are. RSI, 


‘A arr conclufion could not indeed be drawn from this memorial ; for tho’ feve- 
ral errors were committed twenty three years before, it did not follow that the ruR- 
KEY company ftill purfued falfe maxims, deftruétive of that trade by which fo many 
had been enriched. Upon the whole, this company had not fo great reafon to be 
alarmed at the propofal of the casPIAN trade; for the quantity of raw filk pro- 
duced in the perstan dominions, and brought into ENGLAND by way of RUSSIA, 
was, and probably would have been, very fhort of that which is imported from 
TuRKEY, much the greateft part of which is of the rurkey growth: and though 
our woollens had found their way into the weftern parts of persia from TURKEY, 
the quantity of late years had been but {mall; the goods ufed there being moflly 
puTcH, as already mentioned. 


Tue TurKEY company however was really in unhappy circumftances, as appears 
from the following memorial, given in a little before this time, complaining of the 
progrefs of the FRENCH in the LEVANT trade. 


‘© To his grace the duke of NEWCASTLE, his majefty’s principal fecretary 
° « of ftate.” 


“ 6 evr governor and company of merchants of eNcranp trading to the 
LEVANT feas, having lately received from his majefty’s embaffador at 

‘ CONSTANTINOPLE, an account of the great increafe the FRENcH have made in 
their cloth trade to TURKEY, and the encouragement given to it by the public, 
with obfervations on the prejudices derived to our ENGLISH cloth, and the dan- 
ger there is of lofing that branch of our trade; they think it their duty humbly 
to 
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to lay the fame before your grace, and to annex an account of the FRENCH -im- 
portations of cloth into rurKzy ; together with a ftate of the Barts woollen 
manufactures in thofe parts, tor fome years paft. 


“* Aus the FRENCH woollen manufaétures for the Levant, are made in Lan- 
GvEpoc, and managed by the province, under the approbation of the court. 
Befides particular manufactories, there are about twelve which have been built 
by the province. In each of thefe there are conveniencies for perfecting, even 
to the embaling, a thoufand cloths of about forty yards each, yearly ; and the 
province lets thefe manufaétories rent free, upon an engagement annually to. 
make three hundred only of thefe cloths, and allows five livres for every fuch 
cloth. 


“* We have the fame fource of materials, if the public would give any help and 
encouragement to preferve fo valuable a trade.” And the embaffador adds ; “ As 
the trade to the Levant has been 4 depofit of your country in your hands, you 
will not fuffer it to perith there (tho’ without any mifmanagement of yours) 
without calfing for help.” He fays further, ‘* That in the ftation he is in, he 
thought himfelf obliged to give us this information, as well in regard to the 
trade, as to his majefty and the public. : 


°° THE FRENCH import at CONSTANTINOPLE and ALEPPO about twelve thoufand 
cloths yearly ; and at each of thefe places there have been for feveral years paft, 
and ftill remain, large quantities of ENGLISH Cloth unfold, occafioned by fo lar, 

an importation of FrRewcu cloth ; patticularly at aLeppo in february laft (after 
the company’s fhip came away from SCANDEROON) about five thoufand ENGLISH 
cloths remained there unfold, at consTanTINOPE above four thoufgnd cloths, 


and at smyRwa above three thoufand cloths. 


June 28, 1739. _ -  * Witriam Donsrer, deputy-governor. 
TH1s was foon followed and confirmed by a fecond memorial, as follows : 


To his grace the duke of NEWEASTLE, his majefly’s principal fecretary 


“© of fate.” 


FE governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading to the 
T LEVANT feas, had the honor to lay before your grace, on the 28th june 
1739, 4 reprefentation of the great increafe the ERENCH have made in their cloth 
trade to Turkey, and the encouragement given to it by the public, with obfer- 
vations on the prejudice derived to our ENGLISH cloth, and the danger there is 
of lofing that branch of trade. . - 


“ Tue faid company having lately received advice from Sir everaRD FAWKENER, 
his majetty’s embaflador, of advantages fince obtained by the FrEwcn from the 
port, do think it their duty to lay the fame before your grace, 
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1“ A repuction of their cuftom upon cloth, from forty to thirty dollars 
“ the bale of twenty pieces. ; 


tl. “A rorat abolition of the duty called mEssaTaRta, which is two dollars 
«and one fixth of a dollar per bale of cloth, and one and half per cent. ad valo- 
* rem, upon all goods fold by weight. 


«“ Tress advantages obtained by the FRENCH in TURKEY, with the great en- 
« couragement given them by their government, encreafé our apprehenfions of 
“« not being able to cope with them in the cloth trade, without affiftance from 
** this government: 


London, Sept. 9. Wiriiam Dunster, deputy-governor, 
1740. 


Turse papers being laid before the commifiioners ef trade, they made the fol- 
lowing report. 


« To their excellencies the LORDS JUSTICES. 


« May it pleafe your excellencies, 
yitp y 


« IFN obedience to your excellencies_ command, fignified to us by Mr. stone, 
me in his letter of the 15th of feptember, we have taken into confideration the 
« two memorials from the governor and company of merthar.ts of ENGLAND trad- 
ing to the LEVANT feas, delivered to. hi'grace the duke of newcasTLE, one of 
<< his majefty’s principal fecretaries of--ftatey fetting forth the difadvantages the 
« gnexisu trade lies under, by the eficreafe of the rrenen cloth trade to TUR- 
« xgy; and alfo the treaty of commerce lately concluded between the orTOMAN 
«© port.and FRANCE, whereupon we humbly take leave to reprefent to your ex- 


* cellencies, 
im . . 
« Tuat we have been attended on this occafion by Mr. DUNSTER, deputy-gover- 
“ nor of the faid company, and by fome of the principal metchants trading to the 


“ Levant feas, and having had fome difcourfe with them, they informed us, 


« Tar their trade Jay under many confiderable difadvantages, which had occa- 
“© fioned a very great decreafe thereof for fome years paft. By the many encou- 
“ ragements given in FRANCE to the woollen manufactures, the FRENCH were cna- 
<¢ bled to underfell them, at the feveral ports in the evant; by means of which 
<¢ great quantities of BRITISH cloth exported to TURKEY remained unfold in their 
«* houfes in that country. 


« Tuar the company is at a very high expence, to the amount of eight thoufand 
“, pounds a year, in maintaining the embaffador whom his majefly fends to the port ; 
« 9s well as confuls, and other public officers in that country, which in the prefent 
« Jow condition of their trade, they are not able to fupport. 

« Tuat 
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“ Tuat they apprehend, if a bounty was to be allowed on the exportation’ of 
“* cloth to the Levant (which might include spain, when a trade fhall be again 
“* open with that crown, and alfo Tay) and the duty on turkey filk and gro- 
** grams imported into crzat BRITAIN, lowered; it might be a means, not only 
of relieving them in their prefent difficulties, but might enable them to continue 
“* the expence of the public minifters at the port 4, and to carry‘on this valuable 
“ branch of trade with advantage ; whereas at prefent it labours under a large 
“* debt, contracted by the faid company, which they have no hope of paying, 


“© while it continues in this drooping condition. 


“ AS to the treaty lately concluded between the orroman port and FRANCE, 
which we had communicated to them, they acquainted us that they did not fo 
“* clearly fee what advantages were given thereby to the rrencn; but as there 
“* was a tarif to be fettled, in confequence of this treaty, they fhould be better 
Judges when they thotild fee the faid tariff, of which they expected fome further 
account from the embaffadot at the por. 


€ 


© 


« 


% 


“ Bur we mutt beg leave to oblerve to your excellencies, that we very much quef- 
‘* tion whether the expedients they propofe be practicable ; and we cannot take 
“upon us to determine, whether the parliament will come into any act for re. 
“« ducing the duties on rurKey filks and grograms, or for granting a bounty on the 
exportation of woollen manufactures, but more efpecially for a partial bounty. 


7 


“* We mutt likewife teprefent to your excellencies, that having afked the tid 
merchants, whether it would not be for their fervice, that his majefty’s embaifa- 
“ dor at the port, fhould be inftruéted to-apply for the obtaining all’ the advan- 
“* tages granted to any other nation ; they feemed to decline it, on account of the 
“* encreafe of expence fuch application muft be attended with ; and as no other 
““ expedient hitherto has oceurred to us, that might be effeGtual in the prefent cafe, 
“we mut content ourfelves with ftating to your excellencies the matters of fact, 


“as they appeared to us upon our difcourfe with the faid merchants, 


All which is mot humbly fubmitted, 


G 


Martin BLADEN. 


Whitehall, O@ober a» R. prumer. 
1740. Ja. BRUDENEL. 
: R. crorr, * 


* This propofal of a bounty on cloth, Teems to be touch lefs confiftent than that of the crown’s bear- 
ing the expence of the embaflador, &c. This expence amounts to about four Per cent. on the trades 
whereas the charge of confulage, &c. on the FoRTUGAL trade hardly reaches to one third per cent. 
that is, not above a twelfth part. How would the- portucaL trade droop, if it-had four per cent. 
charged on it! How may the Turkey trade tevive, if relieved of four per cent! When we had few 
or no competitors in TURKEY, the merchants might well afford to bear this burthen; but the cafe is 
very much changed : and it feems to be very wrong policy, that the government does not relieve its 
and by this means Encourage people to come iato-the trade, andto vie more with FRANCE in the’kind 
‘of cloth fo much efteemed by the rurxs, 


Vou. 1. G CHAP, 
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cH A P. IX 


An aft of parliament obtained for the caspian trade. Bastisn factors fent into the 
north of persia. The RUSSIAN minifiry alarmed at Mr, euton’s entering into 
the fervice of NADIR SHAH. 


HATEVER reafons at that time prevented the ruRKEY company from 
receiving fuch national encouragement as they feemed to think neceffary, 
it was one popular argument in favor of the propofed trade to PERSIA, that it 
would not ftand in need of fuch affiftance; and. would be free to every fubject on 
the common terms of the finall fine or contribution of five pounds.. The encreafe 
-of the foreign confumption of our woollen manufactures, and the introduction of 
raw fill on the eafielt terms, were alfo reafons of the moft perfuafive kind, to 
bring the parliament to a refolution in favor of it. Several members of the RUSSIA 
company were called to the bar of the houfe of commons, particularly Mr. ro- 
BERT NETTLETON *, Mr, ROBERT pinciey,.and Mr. ROBERT CRAMMOND, who 
managed the point fo well, that the arguments produced by the ruRKEY company,. 
had no longer any weight. = 2 
Tux national benefit being therefore apparent to both houfes of parliament, an- 
aét was pafled that feffions as follows. 


bay ‘THEREAS by ketters patent, dated at westminster the 26th of 
« VV february, in the firft and fecond years of the reign of king pHiLip and 
“ queen MaRy, their majefties did give and grant to certain perfons, therein men- 
*¢ tioned, by the name of merchants adventurers of ENGLAND, for the difcovery 
“© of lands, territories, ifles, dominions, and feigniories unknown, and not before 
« their late adventure or enterprize by feas or navigation commonly frequented, 
« the (ole privilege of trading to the dominions and territories of the empire of 
s¢ RUSSIA? 


« Anp whereas the liberties, powers, and privileges granted by the faid letters: 
“« patent, were afterwards, by an at of parliament made in the eighth year of 
« the reign of queen ELIZABETH, confirmed to the faid merchants, and their fuc- . 
« ceffors, by the name of the fellowfhip of eNGLisu merchants for difcovery of 
« new trades (now commonly called the Russia company) by which the faid fel- 
« lowfhip-are to have the fole privilege of trading to and from the dominions and 
« territories of the emperor of Russia, lying northwards, north-eaftwards, and 
«© north-weftwards, from the city of LONDON ; as alfo to the countries of ARME- 
& NIA MAJOR Of MINOR, MEDIA, HYRCANIA, PERSIA, OF the casPIAN fea: 


Ann whereas by an aét made in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign of 
*¢ king witLiam the third, to enlarge the trade to RussIA, any fubject of this 
** realm 


* ‘This gentleman _was foon after made governor of the RUSSIA Company 3 ia which office he con- 
tinues, to the great fatisfaction of that company, - 
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realm hath a right to be made free of the faid fellowfhip, paying for fach -his 
admiffion five pounds and no more : 


“* Awp whereas by an. act of. parliament paffed in the twelfth year of the reign 
of his late majefty king cHarezs the fecond, entituled, an at for encouraging 
and increafing of fhipping and navigation, it is amongft dther things enacted, 
that no goods of foreign growth, production, and manufacture, which by 
the faid aé& are to be brought into ENGLAND, IRELAND, WALES, the iflands of 
GUERNSEY OF JERSEY, Or: town of BERWICK UPON TWEED, in ENGLISH or 
other fhipping navigated in‘fach manner as therein is mentioned, fhall be fhip- 
ped or brought from any other place or places, country or countries, but only 
from thofe of the faid growth, production, or manufa@ture, or from thofe ports 
where the faid goods and commodities could only, or were, or ufually had been 
firft fhipped for tranfportation, and from none other places or countries, - 
under the penalties of the forfeiture of all fuch goods, and alfo the thip in which 
they are imported, with all her guns, furniture, ammunition, tackle, and ap- 
parel, to be divided and recovered, as in the {aid a&t is directed, with provifo 
that the -faid act fhall not extend, or be meant to reftrain and prohibit the im- 
porting of any of the commodities of the sTREIGHTS OF LEVANT feas, in EN- 
o1isH built fhipping, and navigated as therein is directed, from the ufual ports 
or places for lading them within the faid streicurs Or LEVANT feas, or the im- 
porting any East 1npDra commodities, loaden in the like fhipping, and fo na- 
vigated from the ufual place or Places for lading of them, in any part of 
thofe feas, to the fouthward and eaftward of caBo BONA SPER Anza, although 
the faid commodities be not of the very growth of the faid ports or places res 
{pectively : 


** Anp whereas at the time of paffing the faid act laft-mentioned, it was not 
ufual to bring to this kingdoi raw filk, and other goods and commodities of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of PeRsia, through the dominions and ter- 
ritories of the emperor of Russia : 


“* AnD whereas it may be of great advantage to this kingdom to open a trade 
to and from persia through Russia, by promoting the confumption of the 
woollen and other manufactures, goods, and commodities thereof, if raw filk, 
and other the goods and commodities of the growth, produce, and manufac- 
ture of PERsta, be permitted to be imported into this kingdom from aussra, in 
return for fuch woollen and other manufagtures as fhall be exported from hence 
into Russtay and from thence carried into persra, and not otherwife: be it 
enaéted, by the king’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and con- 
fent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent parlia- 
ment aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, that from and after the 


* 24th day of june, 1741, it fhall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or 


perfons free or to be free of the faid fellowthip of encu1su merchants, for dif. 
covery of new trades, commonly called the russta company, exclufive of all 
others, to bring and import into this kingdom, in eritisn built fhipping, na- 
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‘vigated according to Jaw, from any port or place, of or belonging to the czar 
or emperor of Russia, raw filk, or any other goods or commodities of the 
growth, produce, and manufacture of persta (provided fuch manufacture be: 


“made of the growth or produce’ of pERsra) being purchafed by barter, with 


woollen or other manufactures, goods or commodities exported from GREAT 
BRITAIN to RUSSiA, and from thence carried into persra (gold and filver in. 
coin of bullion excepted) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch 
manufactures, goods or commodities fo exported to Russra, and carried into 


« persta, as aforefaid, and not otherwife ; upon paying or fecuring the cuftoms 


and other duties, now payable for the fame, by any Jaw now in force, according 
to fuch rules, methods, and dire@tions, and in the fame manner and form, and 
with fuch allowances, abatements, difcounts, anc drawbacks, and under fuch 
penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, as are by law preferibed and practifed on 
the importation of the like goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
PERSIA, imported into this kingdom, from any port or place in the LEVANT 
feas, by any perfon or perfons free of the LuVANT or TURKEY Company any 
thing im the faid recited aét, made in the twelfth year of the reign of king 
CHARLES the fecond, to the contrary thereof in any wife notwithftanding.. 


« Awp be it further enacted, that no filk or other preduce,. commodities, or 
manufactures of persta, fhall be imported into GREAT BRITART through Rus-- 
sia, by virtue of this act, unlefs the importer or importers thereofdo take an 
oath, or, being of the people called quakers, a folemn affirmation, before the 
collector, cuftomer, or comptroller of his majefty’s. cuftoms (who are hereby 
impowered to adminifter the fame) at the port or place of importation, that, to 
the beft of his or their knowledge and belief, the filk and other the produce, 
commodities, or manufactures of PERSIA, contained in his or their entry or en- 
tries, was or were really and truly purchafed by barter with woollen or other 
manufactures, goods, or commodities exported: from GREAT BRITAIN [0 RUS* 
sta, and from thence carried into. persia (not being gold or: filver in coin or 
bullion) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch woollen or: other 
manufactures, goods or commodities fo exported as aforefaid, and not other- 
wife ; and in default of taking fuch oath or affirmation, all fuch filk or other the: 
produce, commodities, or manufactures of persia, fo imported from Russias 
fhall be liable to be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if the fame had been 
imported contrary to the faid aét, made in the twelfth year of the reign of his 
late majefty king curves the fecond, intituled, an act for encouraging and in- 
creafing of fhipping and. navigation. 


« Provipep always, and.be it further enatted, that nothing in this act contain- 
ed fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to the permitting the ufing or wear- 
ing, inthis kingdom, any wrought filks, or other. the goods. or commodities 
of the manufacture of PERsta, mentioned in the-aét pafied in the eleventh year 
of the reign of his late majefty king wittiam the third, intituled, an act for 


the more effetual employing the poor, by encouraging the manufactures of 


this kingdom, which may be imported by virtue hereof through nuss1a;_ but 


“the fame act, and every claufe therein contained, fo far.as the fame relates to 


s¢ the 
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the importing the faid goods into the port of ronvon only, and to the entry 
thereof, and payment of the duties, and putting the fame into proper ware- ° 
houfes, and exporting them on fecurity,; and to the feizing and profecuting 
thofe goods, and dividing the produce of fuch feizures, and keeping proper 
accounts thereof, and fubjecting the perfons concerned to penalties and difabili- 
ties, for breach of the faid act, thail be practifed, and be of full force and ef- 
feet for the purpofes aforefaid, as if the faid act, and the feveral claufes therein 
contained, were particularly, and at large, repeated and fet down in the body of. 
this ac. 2 6a : 


“ Anp be it farther enacted, that if any queftion, difpute, or doubts thall 
arife, whether any of the goods or commodities to be imported by virtue of this 
act, be of the growth, produce, or manufaéture of PERsta, or not, or were im- 
ported contrary to the true intent and meaning of this a@,-and the fame fhall, 
for that reafon, be feized as forfeited, the proof thereof: fhall be incumbent on 
the importer or claimer, and not upon the officer or informer ; and the commif- 
fioners of the cuaftoms,’ if they fee fufficient caufe, fhall and may direét the of- 
ficer of the cuftoms, who made the feizure, to proceed in the profecution there- 
of, or not; and judgment thereupon fhall be given for recovery. of the forfeiture. 


“* Anp be it further ena@ed, that if any action or fuit fhall be commenced: 
againit any perfon: er perfons, for‘any thing done in purfuance of this: att, the- 
defendant or defendants in fuch a@ion or uit may plead the general. iffue, and 
give this a@ and the fpecial matter, in evidence, at any trial.to be had there- 
upon; and that the fame was done in purfuance and by authority of this ag; 
and if it fhall appear fo to have been done, then the jury thall find for the de- 
fendant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff fhall be nonfuited, or difcontinue his. 
action, after the defendant or defendants fhall. have appeared, or if judgment 
fhall be given upon any-werdidtor-demurrer againft the plaintiff, the defendant 
or defendants fhall and may recover treble cofts, and have the like remedy for. 
the fame, as defendants have in other cafes: by law.. 


“ Provipep alfo, that any thing in this a&t contained thal! not extend; or be- 
conftrued to extend, to hinder or deprive the corporation of the united company: 


of merchants of ENGLAND, trading to the Rast INDIES, from having and en- 
joying all. and every fuch powers, privileges, franchifes, benefits, matters, or 


‘things, as do or fhall belong to them, or which they could or might enjoy ia 


any manner of ways, if this.act had nat been made ; any thing in this.ac to the: 
contrary notwithftanding.. - a on 


“ Ano be it further. enagted, by the authority aforefaid; that this fhall be ad- 
Judged and deemed to be a public a&, and thal! be Judicially taken notice of 
as fuch, by all judges, juttices, and other perfons, without fpecially pleading 
the fame.** * 


THe RUSSIA company now Prepared to-fend faCtors into-curian, and witli them 
confiderable quantity of cloth, and other woollen goods.. This enterprize re-. 
quired, 


sees HE CASPIAN TRADE, &. Part 1. 


quired, an a more peculiar manner, great unanimity. The aRMENIANS were al- 
ready fixed in the caspian commerce s and it is natural for people who have long 
enjoyed the fole poffeffion of any thing, to reafon themfelves into a perfuafion that 
they are the only rightful proprietors of it ; and confequently, that they do them- 
felves but juftice in employing all their fkill and induftry to oppofe thofe who pre- 
tend to fhare with them. ‘The merchants who engaged in this undertaking were 
very early apprized of what they were to expect from the ARMENIANS; therefore it 
would have been their intereft to eftablifh one houfe only in. cHrLan, in order to 
prevent the jealoufy and difcord, which are but too frequent in our factories abroad, 
and which might be apprehended in fo remote and lawlefs a country as PERSIA % 
However, as a prefage of future difafters, feveral of the moft confiderable Russ1a 
traders, either from a jealoufy which they had entertained of thofe who had given 
Mr. EvTon the firft countenance in this enterprize ; or from a more judicious fufpi- 
cion of evton himfelf, declined throwing their effects into’ his hands, but fent Mr. 
james Brown, Mr. MARTIN KYCK VAN MIEROP3 and Mr, RICHARD WILDER 
into cHiLaN. Thefe gentlemen arrived there in 1742, with cloth and other manu- 
faGtures to a very confiderable value. Mr. ELTON was not a little mortified at this 
ftep ; however, the firft of the two BRITISH fhips built at casan, and now com~ 
pleted, was put under his dire&tion. Being alfo powerfully fupported by large con- 
fignments of cloth, and other proper goods, he went isto PERSIA * 





"Tey are but ill acquainted with life, who do not know that it is checquered 
with evil; and that the pleafures and advantages of it are ever alloyed with their 
contraries. I have already obferved, that Mr. sL70n had been employed in the - 
RUSSIAN fervice, and was bred a feaman. He had many abilities, but it was too 
plain that he wanted fome talents which were requiftte on the prefent occafion. No 
fooner was he arrived in cuitan, than a quarrel enfued between him and the Rus- 
stan conful anaporr. Whether this was owing to Mr. e:Ton’s being deficient in 
that {kilful moderation, fo effential to the good conduét of commercial affairs, I will 
not pretend to decide, but ARAPOFF appeared to me avery honeft and difcreet man. 
‘This however is moft certain, and in ELTon’s favor, that very foon after his arri- 
val in PERSIA, captain woopROOFE, who commanded the firft sritisH fhip built 
for this trade, was treated by the RUSSIAN fecretary at DERBEZND with great ctuelty, 
as will be fuliy related hereafter. 


Amprtion had certainly a SHARE in Mr. ELTon’s refolutions ; for he immedi- 
ately entered into the fervice of NADIR SHAH, as fupérintetident of the PERSIAN 
coait of the caspian, with defign to build fhips in the EUROPEAN manner, if it 
‘fhould:be found practicable, The news of this foon ‘reached the factors of St. re~ 
“rERSBURG, but in a very Ob{cure and imperfect manner. However it gave them 
fome concern for the fecurity of their effects s and -ftill more for the offence, which 
they eafily forefaw would be'taken by the Russian court. 


> Quere, if the Kuss1a Company could retrain ? of if the liberty of reftraint might have been thought 
injurious to the national intereft, as the falutary bye-laws of the TURKEY company were deemed by 
many'to be, in the late conteft on that fubjedt ? 

“e See WOODROOFE’s journal, chap. 22, and 23. 


PART 


{ 47] 


PAR T-IL 


THE AUTHORs:TRAVELS FROM LONDON, 
TILL HE EMBARKS ON THE CASPIAN SEA, 


CHAP XxX, 


The authors voyage to rica. A defeription of rusinzur, the sounn, and the 
; forts that guard this paffage. 


N february, 1743, I accepted the offer of a partnerfhip in Mr. piwoney’s houfe 

; at St, PETERSBURG. In confequence hereof I was made acquainted with the 
caspran trade, which was then in its infancy, and the object of the fanguine hopes 
of feveral of our moft confiderable merchants. From that time I indulged a defire 
of feeing persta, a country fo renowned for great and memorable events, both in 
antient and modern hiftory. 


In april “following Tetnbarked in the river Tuamzs on board an ENcuisn fhip 
bound for rtca. The feveral wrecks which then appeared in the fands and fhal- 
lows on the eaft coait of uncLaNp, gave me but melancholy impreffions of the dan- 
ger of a fea life. We had fevere weather for the feafon, and the hip being very old 
and crazy, rendered my fituation by no. means agreeable. It is perhaps hard to fay 
if the motion of a fhip, or the fmellof tar is moft apt. to create the fea ficknefs ; 
but it is certain, when this ficknefs is extreme, nothing but the acuteft diftemper can 
exceed it: gentle acids, and cooling foods, ‘are the greateft felief. 


Ir was now the beginning of may, yet the winds in‘ the north fea were extremely 
cold. The Baxric is: feldom clear of ice till the middle of that month, and the 
winds which pafs over it are generally piercing. “At length we arrived in the sounn, 
This srreicHT is about two ENGLISH miles broad; the caftle of KRONENBURG, 
on the pawisH fide, guards the entrance. Exsimpurc is on the oppofite fide, on 
the swepisH continent. In fome winters this paffage is frozen up. 


Tue duty paid here at different periods of time, has varied very much; it is now 
near three quarters per cent. upon mott kinds of goods, and it is faid to amount to 
feyenty 
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feventy thoufand crowns*, The original of this duty was to defray the charge of 
light-houfes and buoys, which the panes fixed at proper places, for the fafety and 
onvenience of navigators; thus they eafily procured the confent of the teveral 
Princes and ftates who traded into the BaLTic, to which this is a more important 
pafs than GipRALTAR is to the MEDITERRANEAN. In times of war, vefiels of mo- 
erate burthen have paffed the greater pet at the back of zEaLAND thouga the 
Mavigation here is more’ precarious, and the srREIGHTS of NEWBERG are alfo very 
Marrow. In 1644, and the following year, the HoLtLanpeERs pafled the sounpD in 
‘merchant-men as well as fhips of war, though the swzpes, with whom they were 
at war, were then poffeffed of both fides of the paflage. 


“THE cannon now mounted in KRonzNBURG Caftle are large, and probably much 
‘bigger than they were in thofe days; but a fufficient depth of water, a leading gale, 
and intrepid mariners, might eafily furmount any obftacle to be found there, fhould 
meceffity require the trial®, This caftle projects into the water, and is fo far de- 
tached from the town as to enjoy an open and delightful profpect, and by its build- 
angs, extent, and verdure within the walls, is tendered an agreeable place. 


"Tue conluls of ENGLAND, FRANCE, HOLLAND, and swEDEN, refide in the town, 
‘Mr. Fenwick, the enctisw conful, received ‘mé very politely, Exsineur isa 
meat little town, watered by a fpring in the eaft part oF 5 fand the ftreets, be- 
ing in -fome places lined with trees, have an agreeable effect. The neighbour- 
hood of the swepes makes the panrsH garrifon ftriét in the examination of all 
who come into the town. Copznuacen is diftant from hence about twenty 
ENGLISH miles. : : 


Tue remarkable piety of, the panrsu nation appears even amongft the common 
foldiers. I obferved with great pleafure their good order and difcipline. When 
the guard was mounted, they made their addreffes to the fupreme being, in a regu- 

‘Jar manner*, “The panes are faid to maintain thirty thoufand men. They have a 
fimall trade to cama ; our mafters of fhips are fometimes fupplied by that nation 
with cHina goods, but of late years thefe are not only much advanced in price, 
but very bad in quality. “Ehis is affo-a little magazine of wine, brandy, and fuch 
‘commodities as are ufed by the merchant hips. The boats employed in this road are 
very broad and fhallow, and though the fea fometimes runs high, they live, as the 
feamen term it, in a furprizing manner. 

From ELsINEUR we weighed, and paffed by copznnaceEN, the royal palace of 

which forms a magnificent profpe@ from the water. The fea here is often very clear 

: and 


+ Lately increafed to one hundred thoafand crowns, of 5s. 6d. the panes having wifely taken the 
‘precaution to inftruét fome of their cuftom-houfe officers in the Russian language, the duties being de- 
ananded on the goods fpecified on the clearances in Russia. 


» The works I am told are lately enlarged, and made more formidable than at the time I faw them. 


© A prattice fo little imitated in fome of the police nations, that one hardly ever fees a foldier at 
-Chuch, but when ‘he is going to execution for defertion, or worfe crimes. It was remarkable im the 
Ante war, that when all the different nations which compofed the confederate army were performing their 
«daily devotions, the **** foldicrs only, feemed to have po fenfe of the being of a cop. 
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and tranfparent. Hence we pafitd by Bornwoum,. which affords an apreeable 
profpect in ferene weather, but in the clofe of the feafon is a great obje& of 
terror to ‘mariners: few fhips navigate this fea from november to april, Soon 
after we defcried the coaft of COURLAND, which affords.a fandy and inhofpitable 
profpect. 


Havine gentle breezes, in a fhort time we made the bay of rica. As it was 
now the end of may, it is not eafy to conceive how pleafant the Barre fea is, and 
how much the feene was changed for the better. Tho’ a maritime life had no nti- 
lity, yet failing in fair weather might induce many to praétile it, who defire to en- 
large the fcene of their pleafures. Here we were obliged to lighten our thip, by 
throwing out part of the ballaft, that fhe might not draw above eleven feet water, 
being the depth ufually found on the bar. 


ArTER a tedious paflage of twenty-fix days, it was no fmall pleafure to: go afhore ; 
but by no means agreeable to be carried ‘as a prifoner to the caftle of pwena- 
MuND, where I was kept above an hour in the company of common foldiers, and 
under-fecretaries, who are but a {mall remove from common foldiers. 


Russa being then at war with sweprn, I was queftioned if I had any paffport, 
They faw that I was a merchant from encLaND ;*I produced letters of recommen 
dation from monfieur NARRIsKIN, then the RuUSstAN minifter at the court of Lon-- 
Don, to count BEsTucHEFF, the great chancellor of russ1a, and alfo to count 
LEsTock *; and yet they made great difficulties concerning the want of a paflport, 
which it is not ufual to bring from ENGLAND. Petty officers in the Russtan fer- 
vice, often conjure up difficulties, out of a religious regard to the letter of their or- 
ders ; but the matter of the fhip ne fooner made the orDINARY COMPLIMENT, than 
we were received by the officer on duty as the friends of his fovereign, From thence 
T went by land about half a day’s journey to Rica. 


a te 
C HA P.’: XL 


The author is detained at nica, by order of the governor. Defeription of that city and 
its trade. An account of vorpt and NARVA, with the trade thereof. The aur 
» thor arrives at St. PETERSBURG. : Fe 


T was about the 2oth of may when I arrived at rica. The weather was as 
hot as ever I remember it, during many years abode in PoRTUGAL 3 for the fun 
leaves the horizon only three or four hours, and its reflection continues even 
great part of that time; fo that, tho’ the dews fall, neither the earth, nor con- 
fequently the air, has time to become temperate, j ii i 
ERE 


* The fame who was afterwards difgraced. 
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Hine I was received by the sririsu factors with great kindnefs and marks of 
regard, particularly by Mr. rHomas spencer and his brother. Thefe gentle~ 
men are diftinguithed by their afluence and generofity. They gave me a hofpitable 
reception, which was the more pleafing, as I found myfelf referved for the honor 
of being a ftate prifoner. I produced the moft indubitable credentials, the fame 
I have already mentioned; and alfo letters of recommendation to the ENGLISH ' 
factors in R1GAa, by all which it appeared 1 was an EnGuisu factor going to refide 
in St. Perzrssurc. But the governor having received orders that no perfon 
fhould proceed from thence without exprefs leave from the court, then refiding in 
St. PETERSBURG, he would not give me a pafiport, and I was obliged to wait 
there for feventeen days. Such is the jealoufy, which the neighbourhood of the 
SWEDES Creates in time of war: 


I spent this time as agreeably as a garrifon and its confines would permit, but 
not a little mortified.and furprized with the. extreme heat. E-was affured, that 
after the melting of the fhow, the earth being impregnated with the nitre which 
the {now contains, fometimes brings to maturity, in fix weeks, the rye which 
has Jain in the ground during the winter 5 and that wheat has been fown and reaped 


within the fame'time. ‘The truth of this I fhould-have difpated, if it had not been 
afferted by perfons of undoubted veracity. 


Tuis city, which had now a confiderable garrifon of RUSSIAN farses, was built 
about the year 1190, when this country firft received the knowledge of cuRist. 
“Yt is the metropolis of tivon1a, a place of great confequence, fituated in’ the 
Jatitude. of 57, on the north-eaft of the DwENA, which runs. into the gulph of 
rica. It was taken from the swepEs by PETER THE GREAT in 3710, after a 
fiege of three months, in which time the swepisn garrifon, by famine, the plague, 
and the fword, were reduced from twelve thoufand to five thoufand men; and 
of the burghers and inhabitants there died about fixty thoufand. Several houfes 
have yet marks of the bombardment ; the gallantry of the swepes in defending 
this place, was in fome meafure rewarded. by. the fuperior genius of PETER THE 
GREAT, who granted the town. a very. honorable capitulation, which has been ever 
fince religioufly obferved. The magiftracy preferve the civil power, according to 
their ancient immunities ; and the keys of the town-gates age-depofited with them 
every night. The burghers have the fole right of buying*of the poiisH and Rus- 
s1an merchants ; and confequently the ENGuisH factors, and other foreigners, can 
buy only of the burghers, The latter, by this exclufive privilege, might be much 
enriched ; but by exceffive high living, and making their trade a kind of ftock- 
jobbing, numbers of them of late years are become bankrupts. Befides the cor- 
poration of burghers, which has the management of the city affairs only, the 
crown has a court under the russian laws. This takes cognizance of the affefs- 
ments for quartering’ of foldiers, and other matters relating to the government. 
There is alfo a provincial court for the affairs of the province, confidered as 
diftinct from the city. 


Tue river pwena generally clofes about the end of november, and opens again 
near the middle of march; infomuch that this town has the advantage of St. pE- 
5 TERSBURG, 
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TERSBURG, the neva being there clofed about fix weeks longer. When the, ice 
breaks up, it often comes down in fuch large pieces, and with fo vafta weight, 
as to remove points of land, and form banks, which fometimes remain for feve- 
ral years. This renders it impoffible for any ftanding bridge tobe built over the 
river, but this inconveniency is removed by a bridge of rafts and boards, during 
the fummer feafon ; fo that they walk even with the furface of the water. About 
three hundred vefféls can conveniently lay and take in their loading to the depth of 
nine feet water. Larger fhips load in a creek not far diftant, where there are fe- 
ven fathoms water ; and thips which cannot pafs the bar, load below it, at a place 
called the BaLDERA,. : 


Tur chief commodities here, are hemp, flax, -mafts and timber. The quantity 
of the hemp is generally about forty thoufand fchippounds*, which is brought 
down in ftruzes of fifty to feventy feet long, and twenty to thirty feet broad, 
made head and ftern alike, and fteered by oars of about twenty-five feet, of which 
there is one at the head, and another at the ftern, ; 


THE POLAWDERS bring a large proportion of thee commodities, chiefly from 
the PoLtisH uKRAINE. The flax is brought from pruana and LITHUANIA, 2 
great part of which they call DRUANA RAGITZER and LITHUANA RAGITZER. The 
timber is. from thofe parts of poranp which border on TURKEY 5, great part of 
that which is fit for mafts is two fummers in its paflage to rica. This place 
formerly exported vaft quantities of corn for swepen and other countries ; but 
the  fyftems of politics in that county having been for fome time repugnant ¢o that 
of Russia, the town has fuffered the inconvenience ‘of a prohibition. ; 


Rica has fometimes loaded annually near five hundred fhips, of which above 
.three hundred ‘wete'ftom the unirzp provinces 3 but as the trade of that country 
in general has been for fome years on- the decay, the number of putcu fhips at 
this port has decreafed; nor indeed has the timber, in which great part of the 
trade confifted, been fo effential to thofe provinces, fince they have found that 
{tones will make a more lafting fence againft the inroads of the {ea. : 


Tuey meafure here by the ell, Of which x + is equal to a yard enaxisu. . Their 


foot of 12 inches, is equal to 11 inches twettsn, Their weights are 


1 ounce 2 loot : 
32 loot is 1 pound of 16 ounces, 
20 pound t hfpound. ~~ > 
20 lifpound 1 fchippound. 


Anp they generally reckon 3 3 Ct. ENGLISH toa {chippound. 
Liquors are fold by the ftoop, of which three are equal to an ENGLISH gallon, 
Tue 


© Six choufand four hundred tons, -f Flat-bottomed boats, 
Fa 
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Te money current here is rix dollars alberts, equal to 80 farthings.. 
2.farthings = 1 mark. ; 

20, marks = 1 ort. : 

4 orts 1 rix dollar alberts. 


_ Tis mark is an imaginary fpecies of money, -bur they have another kind of 
mark of fix grofs, by which fome commodities are bought... : 


Tue farthings are POLISH as well as SWEDISH coin. 


Tue merchants keep their‘accounts -in rix dollars * and grofs, ninety grofs to a 
rix dollar,.—-But the tradefmen keep-their.accounts in rix dollars of forty marks, 


Tue houfes here are made fteep in the roof, for the betfer carrying off the water, 
“which is very penetrating when the {now melts. In this they exeel the RuSsIANS, 
who have ftill greater occafion to provide againft the like inconvenience. The 
cellars are ufed as magazines for flax, and other goods ; and the entrance, or firtt 
apastment, in moft houfes, is the’coach-houfe, by which you muft pafs to the par- 
Jour and dining-rooni. The hoiifes have feltom .above two ftories,. and the ftreets 
are narrow. GERMAN is the languagé.of the peopleof xica, but the peafants in 
the neighbourhood, and other parts of Livonta, peak: uxbmercu, a dialect en- 
tirely differing from the GERMAN. 





My partner in St. peTerssurc, having procured a paffport for me, I pro- 
vided myfelf with a fleeping waggon", and‘on the 7th of june £ took poft for 
St. pererspuRG. The foil about rica is fandy, but, after fome diftance, the 
country becomes more pleafant. In fome places it is champain, in others the 
hills-diverfify the fcene. It.abounds in wood and corn land, and is wel] watered. 
The poft horfes are exceeding bad, but as the ftages are. fhort, and the. houfes 
clean, this inconvenience is fupportable. The ordinary ftations for the pofts are 
FHAR, at.the river AA, GARBIN, KUKATZ and porpt, in all about two hundred 
and thirty werfts. : 


Dorpr ftands on a plain, and. is watered by the rivet zMpeEck, which runs 
into the lake pripvs. The country on the fide towards “Rica _prefents a moft de- 
lightful profpect. Its trade confifts moftly in corn and flax, of which confiderable 
quantities are fent to Rica. © The people here pretend, that every third year 
their wheat degenerates into rye; an opinion that probably has taken its rife from 
an unfkilful cultivation of the land, which may caufe the fize and fubftance of the 
stain to be greatly diminifhed. *Tis perhaps from the fame reafon reverfed, 
fe HUNGARIANS pretend, that in fome parts of nuncary the earth is natu- 
rally fo fruitful, and probably fo well nourithed by cultivation, that, after threc 

: years, 

8 Generally worth 5 s. 6d. according as the exchange is on AMSTERDAM. 

© ‘The bodies of thele are made very light, of crofs pieces of wood, and covered with leather, They 
refemble cradles, and are hung upon braces ag coaches oftentimes are. Thus they would be a very eafy 


draught, but that the length of the Body being near fix feet, extends the carriage, infomach that the 
fore and hind wheels are at too great adiftance. 5 
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years, rye becomes wheat; but neither of thefe pretended: facts was it my bufinefs 
to difpute. Dorpr has the appearance of a fuperb heap of ruins. Here are the 
remains of a caftle which perer THE GREAT took from the SWEDES in 1704, ups 
on which occafion great part’ of the town was deftroyed by fire; From hence the 
country near the road is cleared of wood, and in many places well inhabited. I 
travelled along the banks of the lake peipus, which is faid to abound ‘in fith. Ie 
is one hundred and twenty werlts long, and fixty broad, communicating’ with the 
lake pscow', the borders of which are famous for producing flax. From porpr 
to FORMA POSTERN are thirty-feven, to RANDAFFPUNGERN thirty-eight, to pur- 
Ray thirty-four, to VAWARA twenty, to NARVA forty-one werfts. 


Here I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. rHomas winn, an ENotisn 
merchant, who always diftinguithed himflf by his great kindnefs to his country- 
men who paffed through this province, as well as for the integrity and exadtnefs 
of his commercial correfpondency, by which he has aequired a confiderable for- 
tune, Narva, which is the capital of zsronsa, is not a large town, but ftands 
on a rifing-gseuind, is ‘clean, and well fortified. Its trade confifts moftly in flax 
and timber; ‘of the firft, about two hundred and twenty thoufand poods * are 
generally brought to market, part of it on the fhow ; but the greateft quantity 
is tranfported in fpring, from pscow, through the lake pzrpus. . Two wertts above 
the town there is a cataract in the river Narva, at which they are obliged to un- 
load the barks, Hotzanp, PoRTUGAL, and feveral parts of the paLTic, as well 
aS ENGLAND, take off this lax ; as the HOLLANDERS the greateft part of their. tim- 
ber. Formerly they loaded from three to four hundred fhips annually, with this 
article only; but now the number is reduced to “about one hundred. The expor- 
tation is limited by the russian government to one hundred and twenty thoufand 
balks’, which are of twenty to forty feet long,: and ten to fifteen inches {quare. 
The ENGLISH generally demand the largeft, atid the -Hontanpers the {mallet 
kind, Every ton of fhipping- in meafurement will take a load of timber, fifty folid 
feet being reckoned toaload, ~ 


Tue import here is about fifteen thoufand pounds weight of tobacco, and a fmall. 
quantity of bale goods ; but the-greateft article is falt, of which they take near 
an hundred thoufand poods ™, one-hundred and eighty poods being reckened. to 
the laft, of two tons ENGLISH, There-is no depth of water for fhips of above 
one hundred and twenty tons; fo that larger veffels are obliged to lay in the open 

-road, where they are often diftreffed by hard gales of northerly winds; but this 
evil is intended to be remedied by building a_pier. This city is remarkable in 
ftory for the great defeat which the russtans fifet in the infancy of their military 
power, when an hundred thoufand of them fled before a handful of swEDEs, 
This happened in the year 1700; and four years afterwards it was obliged to yield 
to the fuperior numbers and fortune of the RUSSIANS, who have held it ever fince ; 
and in confequence of the favor which was fhewn it by the czar, the town enjoys 
its civil government, without labouring under any oppreffion. 


Frou 


1 Vulgarly called the lake pLeskow. ® About three thoufand five hundred tons, 2 Fire trees, 
™ Above one thoufand one hundred tons, . 
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From warva I departed for samBure, on the river Luca, over which there is a 
floating bridge ; here alfo ftands an old caftle. From thence I proceeded to 
OSERTES, palling out of ESTONIA into rvcria, where the road is moftly made of 
timber. The land within twenty werfts of St. PETERSRURG On the banks of the 
weEva, is very marfhy. From narva to St. PETERSBURG is one hundred and forty- 
fix werfts, and the whole diftance from Rica five hundred and forty-fix". Not- 
withftanding the feveral ftops I made on the road, together with the bad poft 
horfes, I arrived the fourth day, without much difficulty. 


TREE oer mneenennnn 


CHAP. XI. 


The writisu fafory at St. peTERsBURG alarmed by the complaints of the court of 
russia againft Mr, evton. The author offers his fervice to go into PERSIA, and 
takes the charge of a caravan of woollen goods defigned for that country. 


Anrivep at St. pererssurc the roth of june, a day fomewhat remarkable 

to me, as being the fame on which I Janded at Liston fourteen years before, _ 
‘when I firft went abroad ; but remarkable to many for the biftW-of a man, who 
might as well have not been born for any good he has done the world in general, 
or his unfortunate and deluded adherents in particular. 


I was extremely pleafed to find @ city fo open, airy, and regularly built in many 
places, with very good houfes in the ITALIAN tafte. 


My reader will remember that I had formed a defign of going into Persta, 
fhould any convenient occafion offer. The feveral intimations of the diftreffed 
condition of that country, had indeed made fome impreffion on me, but not much 
abated my curiofity. Very few weeks had paft before my partner, and other fac- 
tors who were correfpondents: with Mr. grTow, being alarmed with the complaints 
of the RuSSZAN court, in relation to that gentleman, refolved, that one of them 
would make a journey into persia, I then offered my fervice, which was ac- 
cepted, 


How far Mr. srtow had carried the defign of trading from GREAT-BRITAIN - 
over the caspran fea into peRsYA, and how well it had fucceeded to his withes, 
has been already related. But now we had reafon to believe, that, not contented 
with the purfuit of commercial affairs, he had injudicioufly engaged in the fervice 
of NADIR sHan, to build fhips after the EUROPEAN manner, with a view to na- 
vigate the caspran fea. This was not then acknowledged by ELTON, nor entirely — 
credited by his friends in St. PETERSBURG, but was thought a fufficient caufe to 
make an enquiry. Other teafons of jealoufy alfo concurring, we applied to Sir 
‘CYRIL wycu, at that time his majefty’s minifter at the court of Russza, and he, by 

a me~ 


‘« Three hundred and ninety-eight miles. 
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a memorial to the great chancellor’s office, demanded a paflport for me; which 
was granted. 


IT provipep myfelf with a convenient fleeping-wageon, another for my clerk, 
and a third for my baggage, alfo a russian menial fervant, a tartar boy and a 
foldier : then having received fuch inftruétions as were neceffary from the fa@ors 
who were interefted in this new commerce, and taken upon me the charge of a ca- 
ravan of thirty-feven bales of ENGLISH cloth, I prepared for my journey. 


Tuts caravan of cloth making twenty loads, fet out the r{t of SEPTEMBER, 
The roth of that month I followed it, not without fome painful apprehenfions 
that though I might probably arrive time enough to obtain a paflage over the cas- 
PIAN into PeRsta, yet the caravan would be too late in the feafon. 


I wap an order for nine poft-horfes, and was determined to make what fpeed the 
Conveyance of the feveral neceffary things I carried with me would admit; but 
notwithftanding this order, for the facility of obtaining fuch a number of horfes, 
and greater difpatch, I hired copzacunicks °. 


Ir is too much the cuftom in russra for officers or perfons who travel with fer-~ 
vants or foldiers, to treat the peafants with infolence, ‘The firft charge I gave my 
attendants, was, to avoid every occafion of difpute, and ftill more of oppreffion ; 
that if any infult was offered to them, they thould inform me, that J might judge 
in what manner it dught to be refented. 


. 


Tue rainy and frofty feafon being already come on, I found the roads extremely 
bad, efpecially for about fifteen werits, The adjacent country to St. PETERSBURG, 
would be impaffable but for the great care which is taken in mending the roads 
with timber and fafcines. A peace being concluded with SWEDEN, we overtook 
great numbers of foldiers who were retiring to their winter quarters, 


Ow the rith we found the road better, though the ground about us was 
marfhy, and little or no arable land appeared. We got this evening to PREESTAN, 
which is one hundred and twenty-three werfts from St. peTerspurc. On the rath 
we advanced thirty-fix werfts to the river votcorr, which it was neceffary to pafs. 
The banks of this river are very pleafant, part confifting of rich arable lands. It 
communicates with the lake Lopoca, veffels pafling through this river to the canal, 
which runs into the neva 3 alfo with the lake rnmen at NOvocoRopE, from whence 
by the river sta and TWERSA, it communicates with the voica at the city 
UGLITZ, 


Tue ferry-man finding that I was a merchant, began to be infolent. Thefe 
boors ufually entertain a contemptible notion of their own traders, compared with 
military people, which they extend to merchants jn general. I could not help ob- 

: ferving 


° Peafants horfes, for which they pay one copeek or a half-penny each werlt; whicreas poft-horfes 
are only 5 a copeck, but they are not near fo good, 


56 JOURNEY FROM Sr. PETERSBURG Part If, 


ferving upon this, as upon many other occafions, the -obftinate opinion which the 
peafants had imbibed of the little refpect due to merchants, though this barbarity 
of rhanners wears off very faft amongft the politer part of the people. The delay 
and impertinence to which. I found myfelf thus expofed, neceffarily called on my 
foldier to exercife his cane, which foon brought my-antagonift to his duty. As the 
road on the oppofite fide of this river was exceeding bad, we intended to have 
gone up to NovodoropE by water, but the wind blowing ftrong in our teeth, pre- 
vented us. 


_ Tue 13th, the darknefs of the night, the hard wind and rain, and exceffive bad 
road, obliged us to hale, and-fleep:in our waggons in the open field, efpecially as 
one-of them remained till morning ftuck in a beg. We overtook a party of cos- 
‘sacks, who had ferted in the war againft the swepzs; one of them feized hold 
of my horfes, but he foon difpelled my fears by informing me that he had difco- 
vered the horfe he had Joft three years 2g0, which proved to be. the réal cafe. He 
very civilly procured me another to the next ftage, and we parted with mutual 
wifhes of a good journey. From the voLcorr, we pafied the MSTA, Near NOVO- 
Gorope, and thence came to BRONITZ On. the. 14th, which is two hundred and 
thirty werfts from St, PETERSBURG. : 


I now found the weather'mild, which 4vas a joyful cireuraftance to me who had 
not been accuftomed to autumn-journies in a rigorous climate. “The road alfo was 
gpen and pleafant, which was fome confolation for our being obliged to take this 
rout, the beft road being under repair, The land in feveral places is dry and ara- 
ble, and provifions fo cheap, that good beef may be bought for the value of three 
farthings a pound, mutton and pork in proportion, and bread-about.one fixth part 
of its ulual price with us in ENGLAND. : : z . 


‘Tue russtans, though not the acuteft lawyers, underftand how to torture 
words, and make them fay what was never intended. My,ropzrosnos’, by fome 
omiffion or ambiguity, now left me at the mercy of the moft-mafters, as it was fo 
worded as to fignify either‘poft-horfes or yaMsHeske:s.. We paid by KRESTIKOT, 
and went forty werltstorsacorr. The rsth. Lag night the axle-tree of my own 
waggon broke: the RUSSIAN vehicles, tinlefs made.by exprefs commiflion, are very 
fubject to fuch accidents. This day we arrived at vaLDAt, where is a confiderable 
monaftery, fituated on a little ifland formed by the adjacent. lake : the town is the 
property of the monaftery. The inhabitants are moftly the defcendents of the 
PoLES, who were brought here as prifoners in former wars,. but the diftinétion is 
now almoft loft. The drefs of the women is neater, and their perfons are more 
comely than in general thofe of the russian peafants ; but their exceffive laughter, 
and painted faces, greatly diminifh the external charms which nature has beftowed 
on them. ‘The country is very hilly, and affords many pleafant profpects. VE- 
wus feems to have had here a more peculiar refidence from the feveral amorous 
fongs which the RUSSIANS hold in great efteem, in. gelation to the {cenes of delight 
which this place affords; though the more refined parts of love, are hardly to be 

found 


# Order for horfes. @ Horfes for which two copecks a werft are paid in this place. 
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found among the prefent inhabitants. Here we Procured horfes for one copeck 
and a quarter a werft, each-horfe. 


Tue 16th by noon we had advanced ninety-nine werfts to vis EIVOLOCHOQUE': 
here we took horfes for one hundred and thirty werfts. The next day, paffing over 
feveral branches of the msva and twrr SA, we reached rwere, where I came up 
with my caravan of cloth. . Great complaints were made by the 1swositicxs ', of 
the badnefs of the roads, ‘infomuch that my fear of its not reaching persia that 
year encreafeds therefore inftead of “one horfe to each load, I ofdered two, and 
promifed to divide fomething confiderable among the carriers, if they exerted theme 


delves to the utmott of :their ftrength and ability. 


AND now we are upon this fubje&t, before I proceed further, perhaps it may af- 
ford fome gratification to the curious, to be informed in what manner caravans ufu- 
ally travel in this country. 


+ 
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The beft manner of ordering caravans in Russta, and bow they are generally 
conduéed. 


N_ Russra, carriages for merchandize are drawn only by one horfe. Thefe ve. 

hicles are nine or ten feet long, and two or three broad, and are principally 
conipofed of two ftrong poles, fupported by four wheels of near an equal fize, and 
about as high as the fore wheels of our ordinary coaches, but made very flight : 
many of the rounds of the wheels are of a fingle piece of wood, and Open in one part 
for. near an inch; and fome of them are not thod with iron. 


Tue firft care is to ly the bales as high as the cart will admit, on a bed of matts - 
of the thickeft fort*, — Befides the original package, which is calculated to ftand 
the weather, the bales are ufually covered with very thick matts, and over thefe 
other matts are laid, to prevent the friction of the ropes; laflly, there is another 
covering of mates, in the want of raw cow hides, which are always bett to defend 
the goods from rain, or from the fhow, which, when it melrs, is yet more pene- 
trating. Each bale is fealed up by the cuftom-houfe with a leaden feal, to prevent’ 
its being opened on the road, or any of the goods vended in the country, that is, 
when they are intended for prrsta. 


In St. peresrpura, from whence the BRITISH Caravans always {ét out, it is ne- 
ceffary to provide a wip1s', which mutt be carried to the cuftom houfe of asrra- 
cHaN, and alfo pafiports for the People that attend the caravan, The manner og 

‘- - . procuring 

* Carriers, The russians call thefe matts loobkas and finofkas. - * A cuitom- 

houfe permit, My 


Vou. I. I 
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procuring horfes is to agree with one or more PODERATCHICKS %, who provide for 
the whole caravan, in the fummer feafon, at the rate of one ruble a pood”, for the 
carriage from St. PETERSBURG 0 ZARITZEN, which is near eighteen hundred werfts 5 
and in winter it is only forty copeeks*. Thefe waggons ufually carry from twenty- 
five to thirty poods. On every agreement of this kind, the crown receives a duty 
of ten per cent. but the carriers are not very {crupulous in regard to the declaration | 
of the exact price. 


As this duty is by agreement ufually paid by the mafter-carrier, he takes outa 
CHAMATAVOL YERLIQUE’, and having part of the money advanced, he provides 
the carriers, and every thing neceflary for the journey. - And here a zaPts 7 is of ex- 
cellent ufe to keep thefe people in order, for by this they oblige themfelves to watch’ 
the goods at night, and preferve them as much as pofiibie from fire, water, and 
thieves; but in the laft cafe, little dependance ought to be made on them, either 
for. courage or for arms. On this account the conduétor of the caravan (who with, 
us inthe BRiTisa trade was generally a foreigner) ought to take particular care of 

this regiftered bond; for the carriers, being uneafy at the reftraint it lays them under, 
will fometimes attempt to fteal it from him while he is alleep. f 


Sprinc and autumn are very bad feafons for travelling, as my caravan at this 
time experienced. There is a law in force made in favor of the carriers, by which - 
any contract for tranfporting merchandize in the winter becomes null and void, if 
the roads are broke up by a thaw, and thereby rendered impracticable to travel in 
fledges, in which cafe the carriers have the liberty of taking out their horfes, and 
leaving a caravan in any town they can mott eafily reach, The conduétors of caras 
‘vans generally ‘chufe to lodge in villages, a few miles wide of mosco. If they 
~come into the city, ‘the goods mutt be houfed in the cost1n apworeE *, or pay three 
copeeks a load, the fame as if they had been houfed. There is no neceffity to 
make any ftay’ in this city, except to regifter the clearances, or to gratify the 
carriers, who are‘too fond of the fpirit of corn to pafs great towns without their 
fill of it. ‘ 


Ar novocnorersKaja, a frontier garrifon towards the’ Bon cossacks, they exa- 
mine the CHAMATAVOI YERLIQUE, already mentioned. The officers, in order to 
extort a prefent, ufually make great difficulties ; -but when they are reminded, that 
according to the treaty of commerce with the Britis crown, and the EMPREss’S 
regulations of trade, a dollar is due for every hour of illegal detention, they foon 
become reconciled to the acceptance of a loaf of fugar, ora few bottles of brandy; 
and fuffer the caravan to proceed. ; 


Tue caravans generally fet out about twelve, both in the night and day, except 
in the heat of fummer. In the winter, between St, PETERSBURG and Mosco, they 
ufually travel feventy werfts in twenty-four hours®; but from Mosco to ZARITZEN, 


only. 


® Mafter carriers. w 36 Ib. ENGLISH. ® Which is equal to 19 pence per ftone of 
14 lbs, ENGLISH, for 1260 FNCLISH miles in fammer, but in winter not quite 8 pence per ftone, 

y A certain clearance fo called, 2 A regiltered bond. * Public wareboufes, 

» Forty-feven miles ENGLISH. 
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only forty or fifty werfts: in fammer their flages are fhorter. Great part of the 


laft mentioned road being through an uninhabited country, makes the carriers 
Cautious not to jade their horfes, Every time they fet out, the condu@or ought 
to count the loads. When neceffity requires that the caravan fhould be drawn within 
fences or into yards, the heads of the waggons ought to ftand towards the door in 
a regular order, and a guard, who will keep a better watch than an ordinary carrier, 
fhould be {et over it: for want of this Precaution, whole caravans in russia have 
been fometimes confumed by fire. It is moft eligible to ftop in the field, where the 
ufual method is to form the carriages into a ring, and bring the horfes as well as 
the men within it, always obierving to keep in fuch a pofition as belt to prevent 
an attack, or repulfe an enemy. The KHALMUCKs on the banks of the voica are 
ever ready to embrace an Opportunity of plundering and deftroying paffengers ; 
therefore, when there is any occafion to travel on thofe banks, which fhould be 
avoided as much as poffible, an advanced guard of at leaft four cossacks is of 
great ufe; efpecially to patrole in the night. It is not often pratifed, but I found 
it indifpenfably neceflary when I travelled on thofe banks, as I shall have occafion 
to relate, 


A Huwprep carriages take up two thirds of a mile in length; fo that when no 
horfeman is at hand to fpread the alarm, the rear might be eafily carried off. They 
have not even a trumpet, horn, or other inftrument for this purpofe ; they truft in 
providence, and think any’care of this kind unneceflary, though the neglect has 
dometimes proved of fatal confequence, 


By the time the caravans, which fet out in the winter, ufually arrive at zarit- 
zen, the vo.ca becomes very dangerous; for which reafon goods are houfed there 
till the waters are open. From asTRACHAN they feldom venture to travel on the ice 
after january. It muft be obferved, that to fave the thipping feafon, either on the 
BALTIC or the Caspian fea, itis fometimes neceflary to make loads only of fifteen 
poods for a fingle horfe; but the hire of the horfes is then eftimated near the fame, 
as if. it was twenty-fiveznoods, Another way, which I experienced, is to hire double 
horles to twenty-five j! 4s, which faves many days, and was the caufe that my ca- 
Travan got fafe into pzRsra, when another, which fet out a week fooner from St. 
PETERSBURG, wintered in aSTRACHAN. 


Ir is neceffary to fend previous advice to ZARITZEN, that a veffel may be provided 
by the time you arrive there. Thofe vefiels which carry three thoufand poods‘, are 
as large as is confiltent with fafety and difpatch to go down the votca to ASTRACH AN. 
They coft from fixty to 4 hundred rubles *, and confidering how ill they are put to: 
gether, fometimes prove very dear. They require fifteen or twenty hands to navi- 
gate them, of whom half ought to be foldiers, in order to ferve asa convoy againft 
robbers: of thefe I fhall have occafion to fpeak more at large. : : 


I wave been the more minute in this relation, as my intention is to preferve a re- 
membrance of the manner in which this branch of commerce was conducted in all its 


feveral parts, 
° I2 CHAP. 


© About forty-five tons, Twelve to eighteen pounds, 
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A defeription of twere, and of the great road made by the command of PETER the 
GREAT from St. PETERSBURG to Mosco. | The author arrives at mosco. A hort 


defeription of that city. 


O return totwere. It is avery ancient city, but of no beauty; the largeft 

and beft ftruéture was then building for the ufe of the civil officers of the go- 
yernment. .This place ftands on both fides of the rwersa, which runs into, or is 
rather a branch of the great river volca. Another large branch of that river runs 
about fouth-weft to voLopimerorF, and from thence northwardly for many miles, 
terminating in a little lake; fo that in this place, as well as in many others, the. 
vouca feems to be arich mine of gold to the russian empire. ‘ 


. ‘were is a great rendezvous for merchants who trade to the towns on the banks 
of the vores. In the ordinary courfe of the year, here is not a depth of twenty, 
inches water: yet in the months of april and may, this river receives fuch vaft floods 
from the melting of the fnow as raifes the water to ten or eleven feet, Large flat 
bottomed veffels of two hundred tons take this opportunity of pafling to and from 
asTRACHAN, and other places; the trade to persia being fometimes carried on by 
the fame channel. ‘They bring here great quantities of rock falt, caviare, and fith ; 
and carry back bale goods, corn, meal, and all kinds of groceries, performing the 
voyage in fixteen or twenty days. oe 


'Tiwe rgth we arrived at Kirn, which is a very agreeable place, near a fmall branch 
of the river KLiazma. Pafling through p1esk1z, KLUSENO, PETROWSKOI, and 
: other fmail villages, we travelled eighty-four werfts, and the next day we arrived at 

mosco, the metropolis of the Russian empire. 


Amone other great works of that immortal prince peter I. he caufed a road to 
be cut from St, PETERSBURG, intending to make the whole diftance of feven hun- 
dred and thirty-four werfts ¢, in a direct line and perfpective ; but it is not entirely 
compleated, nor is the part performed exactly on the original plan. Vaft forefts 
of firrs, birch, and other trees, were cut through, and a paflage made over moraf- 
fes, which till then was thought impoffible to be accomplifhed. Immenfe quanti- 
ties of timber were hewn down, ditches were made, and the earth thrown up and 
levelled, upon which ftrait firrs, their furfaces being firft made plain, were laid 
clofe to each other, thefe are fupported by a foundation of the fame kind of timber, 
and the ends in the center, for it is compofed of two trees, and on both fides, are 
fecured by crofs timbers. This bridge, or road of timber, is carried, according as 
the land requires it, for about one hundred and fifty werfts. Formerly the timber 
way’ was much longer, but as the lands grow drier, it becomes the lefs — 

: . Even 


¢ Four hondred and eighty-feven miles exciisu. | 
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-Even for this extent of one hundred and fifty werfts, allowing one tree with ano- : 
ther to be nine inches diameter, and the length twenty-three feet §, and fuppofing 
the foundation and fides to be only half fo many more as the bridge is compofed of, 
and the road to be forty-fix feet wide, here is an expence of two million one hun- 
dred thoufand trecs. But befides thele, there are on the fides of the road, great 


quantities of timber cut down, which had never been ufed. 


Ow my arrival I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. youn Tamesz, who 
by his fkill and induftry as a merchant and manufacturer, has acquired a great 
Teputation. His fabric appeared as a little town, having about four hundred 
looms, which employs more than one thoufand hands in making fail-cloth, theet-, 
ings, ravenducks and drillings, 


Mosco is in the latitude of 55,40, and is built in fome meafure after the eafts; 
€rn manner, having not many regular ftreets, but a great number of houfes with: 
gardens. Its circumference is about fixteen ENGLISH miles. The river moskwa, 
which runs through it, and joins the occa near KOLUMNA, makes many wind- 
ings, which add a very ftriking beauty to the city; but in the fummer it is in {e- 
veral places thallow and unnavigable. The feveral eminences, groves of trees,’ 
gardens and lawns interfperfed, form the moft pleafing profpects, and enliven the 
imagination. ‘The frequent dreadful fires with which this city has beer afliéted,’ 
have hardly left hou‘es to accommodate the emprefs’s retinue ® without diftreffing 
her people; infomuch, that this princefS has been prevented from taking that: 
delight in it which the fituation of the place affords. Befides, here are no palaces: 
comparable to thofe of St. PETERSBURG, PETERHOFF and CZARSKOIZELO, the im-+ 
perial palace in this city, being remarkable for {carce any thing elfe than its having: 
thirty chapels, and a very lofty hanging garden: In’ many parts it appears rather 
like a prifon than a royal palace. “Lhe number of charches and chapels in mos- 
co, is hardly within belief ; they are eftimated above eighteen hundred, but many 
of them are very mean g,tmofl of the paintings in them were done when this art 
Was in its infancy. 


Tue moft remarkable thing I faw, is the great bell, which is indeed ftupendous, 
and furprizes equally on account of its fize, and the folly of thofe who caufed 
it to be made: but the Russians, for time immemorial, have had a ftrange am- 
bition of this kind. The bell in queftion weighing near twelve thoufind three 
hundred and twenty-feven poods', was caft in the reign of the late emprefs ann, 
the found of it rather amazed and deafened, than delighted the inhabitants. It 
coft avery preat fums for cvery one, ambitious to contribute towards it, threw 
fome gold or filver into the furnaces, which were four in nuinber; thefe furnaces 
had cocks, which let off the metal into the mould. ‘Lhe geometrical dimenfions. 

: . are 


* They are from fix to twelve inches Giameter, being of difercnt fizes, and in length twenty to 
twenty-five fect. The road is the length of two trees broad, - 

* The removal of the conrt to Mosco occafions fuch a confux of people, that Ihave been affured 
no lefs than eighty thoufand Patlports for mosco have been delivered in St. PeTERsBuRG in the {pace 
of a few months, * Four hundred and forty-three thonfand feven hundred and feventy -twe lb, 
ENGLisH, value at three fhillings, is fixty-five thoufand fix hundred and cighty-one pounds, 
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are asin the plate annexed, This bell was now in a pit, over which it had been 
hung; but the beam which fupported it being burnt, on occafion of a great fire, 
it gave way, and the fall made a breach in it as exprefied. 


"Tue waters of the mosxwa are not-efteemed. | In fome feafons agues are pre- 
dominant in this city, but in general the climate is good. Being in the heart of 
the empire, it is the grand refidence of that part of the nobility which is not ob- 
liged to follow the court; and it is particularly inhabited by the chief merchants 
and manufacturers. his city having for many ages frequently fuffered by dread~ 
ful fires *, which have fwept away feveral thoufand houfes at a time, it would be 
amazing that they fhould ftiil continue to build with wood, were it not that the 
cheapnefs of this kind of building, and the poverty of many of the inhabitants, 
render it neceflary. By a late decree of thé RussIAN fenate, the wood houfes are 
limited to certain quarters of the city; in all other places they are ordered to be re- 

“built with brick and ftone. It is the cuftom in Russia to build very faft, and with- 
out proper attention to the quality of the materials. Mosco has been more than 
once ravaged by the TarTars and POLES; it yet fhows many ancient works of 
defence, but the prefent pacific. ftate of this country renders the fortifications lefs 
an object of regard. ; 


Brrore we leave mosco, it is neceffary to obferve, that there remain many traces 
of the antient Russran cuftoms, which are hardly to be feen in St. PETERSBURG, this 
laft city being in fome degree confidered as another country: thofe who have a 
fuperftitious reverence for antiquity, look on it alfo with jealoufy mixed with 
contempt, as being more modern than Mosco. The russrans in general preferve 
a great thare of the fimplicity of their forefathers; they chufe the appellations of 
father and mother, as expreffions of refpect, as well as real affinity. Modern 
refinements, which in fome countries have rendered it unpolite for a fon to call his 
father by that endearing name, is little known among them. In the politeft 
correfpondences of friendfhip or acquaintance, 2 man’s chriftian name with that 
‘of his father’s, as sou the fon of rHoMas, without any other addition, is deemed 
the moft refpectful addrefs. My caravan being at length arrived, I gave the ne- 
ceffary directions, and haftened its departure. a8 


& Mosco is faid to “have fuffered, within thefe twenty years, the lofs of above thirty thoufand ~ 


houfes. It is remarkable, that the fre which happened in 1752, in two hours time was carried to the 
extent of two ENGLISH miles, i 


CHAP.” 
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CHA P XV. 


The author leaves mosco and purfues bis journey, he enters TARTARY, deferibes 
the manners of the cossacxs, and arrives at ZARITZEN on the banks of the 
VOLGA. 


H*: NG repaired our vehicles, and provided fuch things as were thought 
neceffary, the 24th of feptember we left mosco. The weather was now be- 
come more fott and pleafant. We travelled fouthward to STRELKOWA, NEIKITS- 
KOI, BORISOwsKoJ, and other fmall villages, not far from the weftern banks of 
the occa. The country is hilly, but abounding in arable lands, and adorned 
with a beautiful variety of groves. Here we met fome swEDisH prifoners return- 
ing to their own country, 


Tue 25th at night..we arrived at KoLUMNA, eighty werfts from mosco. This 
is one of the cities of the beft appearance in this part of the world, having many 
ftone and brick buildings, and a good wall: it has alfo feveral turrets of a very 
irregular figure, yet being covered with gilded tin, they make a good appearance, 
After pafling the occa, I found the country very pleafant; their horfes were now 
feeding on the rye juft fprouting from the earth, 


Tue 26th, being advanced to PERISLAWL RJAZANSKo!, J found myfelf in.ano- 
ther climate, for the harveft was tut yet gathered in. The roads are for the moft 
part very good; the country has not much wood, but is delightfully watered, 
‘The poverty of the people jis great, as appears by the houfes of the peafants, 
which are covered with ftraw, in a- manner that declares their ignorance even of 
thatching, Their language and-drefs had fome remarkable: difference from thofe 
of the more northern russians. T was furprized to behold fo fine a country, at 
the fmall diftance of two hundred werfts from the metropolis, with fuch an ap- 
pearance of indigence: but fome lords are fuch bad ceconomifts, that they defeat 
their own end, by not only refufing to affift. their vaffals, but in a great mea- 
fure obftructing their induftry, thr@’.a rapacious impatience of gain, before 
the peafants feel the fweets of their Tabour, Such a conduct mutt naturally be 
productive of indolence. fee TE 


Tue 27th, the weather and the road continued extremely pleafant. Being in- 
formed that a gang of fixty robbers had the fame day we pafied the occa, com- 
mitted feveral robberies on that river and its banks, we were folicitous to get for- 
ward as much as poffible out of their reach, 


Tue 28th, rain coming on, obftru@ed our way fo much that we could not 
travel above half fo faft as in dry weather. We were now in an open fertile country, 


but the people fo poor that many of their wespzs * confifted only of one pit 
about 


© Cottages fo called, 
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about five or fix yards fquare, which is often deftined to contain fix or eight people 
of both fexes. The inhabitants, who are not numerous in thefe parts, are. not 
" very referved with regard to the ordiaary confequences of fuch cohabitations. 


Tue 2oth, having travelled three hundred werfts from KoLUMNA, we arrived at 
xostove, This city has a wall of earth, and fome wooden turrets, which ferv- 
éd as a defence againft the invafions of the TARTARS in former times, It ftands 
ona little branch of the river voronrtz, called LESNOI VORONITZ, Here we 
paid only half a copeek ' a werft for each horfe. ; 


Tue gcth, we travelled feventy werfts farther, to the city of Tamsove, which 
is a mean place... Here. they demanded one copeck a werft for each horfe; the 
peafants.complained of the exaétions of the officers and foldiers who had lately 
marched that way for astRacHan and the PERSIAN frontiers. 


Ocronsr the 1ft, we entered the srzp. The inhabitants who are neareft to it 
often manure fome traéts of land, by burning the grafs, which grows to a great 
length. In_ places which are not burat, provender is found even in the winter 
feafon 5 for by feraping away the fnew, the cattle feed on the half perifhed grafs. 
‘We overtook’ a caravan of forty loads “of Europ Ean goods, going to ZARITZEN, 
the property of ARMENIAN merchants. The 2d, we arrived at NOVOCHOPERSKAJA, 
the proper boundary of Russia, on the river CHOPER, Whith"falls into the pon. 
This place is the Russ1aN frontier towards the pon cossacks ; i'i8 fortified with 
palifades, a dry moat, and a rampart on which fome fmall picces of artillery are 
mounted: it is almoft furrounded by a pleafant grove of oaks. The adjacent 
country is very delightful, and the roads exceeding good. The 3d, we travelled 
moft part of the night on the banks of the cuopEeR, where there are feveral mills 
for corn; the country is very thin of inhabitants, and thofe only on the weftern 
banks. Leaving micuarLove, we paffed through corozansk and KHOTOSK AJA, 
two cossack towns, and ‘arrived the next day at URJUPIN, a COSSACK village, 
one hundred werfts from novocnorersKaja. Here I found the people’ very 
clean, and well cloathed: the women are gay and comely ; their heads are adorn- 
ed with a cap, rifing from. their forehead about eight inches,’ with two points in 
form of a'crefcent, and their fhifts are ornamented witha red crafs, Unmarried 
women wear their hair plaited behind, : after the Russian manner. : 


Tue cossacks area fpecies of Tartans; their name fignifies free-booters, but 
in thefe parts they are civilized, and faithful to the RUSSIAN government, 
which, by an excellent’ policy, is indulgent to them. Thus they are ready when 
called on, to attend the Russtan army, and bring with ‘them ufuallyeach man 
two horfes. Upon thefe occafions they are well cloathed, and accoutred at their 
own expence. They receive no pay, except in time of war, when they are actual- 
ly employed, and then only fix rubles a year, with provifion and plunder; yet 
being exempt from taxes, they have no provocation to orfake their mafters. They 

: ate 


A farthing. 
2 
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are a very gallant as well as fober people, and fome of them are faid to poffefs one 
thoufand fheep, and three hundred cows. 


WE faw litcle more, for three days, than land and fky, except fome woods and 
mountains to the eaftward, which gave pleafure in proportion to the abfence of 
other objects, There are prodigious flights of blue Pigeons, of which we killed 
as many as we could confume. ‘Fhe poft huts on the strep could not always 
fupply us with a fufficient number of horfes, fo that where any inhabitants 
could be found within fix or eight miles from the road, we were more than once 
obliged to fend out for them. Paffing the cuoprr and the DON, we advanced, 
in five days and nights, near five hundred = werfts from urjupin, having met 
with very few inhabitants. At length we arrived at CRIGORISKOI, which forms a 
kind of peninfula. Here they take a great quantity of crawfith, efpecially in 
fpring, at which time the fleth is moft efteemed: when they are pounded and 
mixed with water, the eyes fink to. the bottom, Quantities of thefe eyes are 
fent into rurkey, and other countries, being well known to be ufed in medicines, 
Their houfés, or rather huts, are buile of oak plank; but fo little Provident 
are they of timber, that the bench I fat upon was hewn with an ax, and near 
three inches thick. Fith and fowl of all kinds are in great plenty, They marry 
very young; I had fome difcourfe with a boy of fifteen, who was engaged to a 
girl of the fame age. 


Tue gth, the fun was yet warm and the weather delightful. This morning 
we arrived under the lines which are thrown up from the pon * to the vores, for 
the diftance of about fifty werfts. The ditch is near fixteen feet deep, but not 
made entirely {quare. ‘There is a bank of earth near twenty feet high, with a 
{trong timber rail towards the top. Sentry boxes are placed at certain diftances, 
from which the guard can Communicate an alarm to the chief garrifon, zarrr- 
ZEN, which terminates the line on the weftern banks of the vorca. On the 


the canal was actually begun for that purpofe. By this means a communication 
would have been opened with TURKEY, and the czar might have attacked that 
empire with fhips built on the VoLGa, where the materials are in great abundance: 
but this undertaking proved very difficult from the hardnefs of the foil, Befides, 
as it was found practicable to build thips on the Don, this ‘and other weighty rea- 
fons prevented the execution of the defign, 


THE KOOBAN TARTARS were fome years ago very formidable in this part of the 
world. The river kuma °, which difembogues itfelf into the caspian, now ferves 
as a barrier to thefe people, who are kept in awe by the russtans, Not long 
fince, they made incurfions, and carried off the inhabitants of whole villages, 

a with 


™ Three hundred and fifty four miles, * Ancient Tanats. 
° The kama, with which this is fometimes confounded, rans into the voles, near Casan. 
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with all ‘their cattle ; but they dare not inake their appearance at prefent, except 
in {mall parties, who fometimes break through the lines and carry off horfes, 
which is their grand allurement, as they ferve for food as well as for ordinary 
ules. . : 


Tuoven the incurfion of the TARTARS was generally mentioned as a trivial 
matter with regard to our new trade; yet the KHALMUCKS, 4 little- before my 
arrival, had the boldnefs to rob a caravan, in which was a fum of copper money, 
belonging to the crown, intended for the garrifon of ZARITZEN: they alfo killed 
and wounded feveral foldiers who guarded it. 


CHAP. 
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dies are thus devoured by any number exceeding fix, they think honorably of the 
ftate of the deceafed ; otherwife he is a difgrace to his relations. I could not learn 
thaf they have any perfuafion of the immortality of the foul; for the honor derived 
from the number of dogs Vhich devour the body, rather feems to regard the repu- 
tation of the dead amongft the living, than any opinion concerning the happy or 
miferable ftate of the foul of the deceafed. 


Tuy worhhip images, which generally confift of a fmall bit of wood about a palm 
in length; the upper part of it being rounded, is adorned with fome rude marks 
to refemble human features ; the figure being thus prepared, is drefled up with a 
few rags, It is horrid to the imagination, that any creature bearing the form of 
human nature, fhould be funk into fuch blindnefs, as to pay divine honors to fo 
bafe a reprefentation, though indeed the difference of this and any other image- 
worfhip does not feem to be very great. Their fupreme deity is the pELLI LAMA, . 
In fine weather and profperous feafons, they carefs thefe ragged deities, but treat 
them very ill when the contrary happens*: and here it ought to be remarked, 
that the eye obierves the externals of a religion, but to arrive at mens hearts is no 
vulgar tafk, efpecially where the ignorance of barbarous languages objftructs all fa- 
miliar correfpondency. The many vioclences:committed by thefe barbarians, at 
length induced the RusstAN government to compel them to take up their habitations 
on the banks of the vorca, below asrracuan, where they have a lefs field for 
robbery and murder, though here alfo they tranfgrefs, as I fhall ‘have occafion to 
relate, 


Havine letters of recommendation to KaLzorF, the commandant of ZARITZEN, 
I was kindly received; but upon fuch occafions it is neceffary to prefent fome 
FRENCH brandy, fugar, or the like, as an earneft for protection. Colonel seavso- 
BRE, and another FRENCHMAN, who was an officer in the Russr1an fervice, made 
acquaintance with me, and were extremely polite and obliging. News was juft 
then arrived, that the infpe¢tor of the cuftoms, attended by four foldiers, in com- 
ing from asTRACHAN, had been murdered by the kHaLmuckxs : thefe FRENCH Offi- 
cers however affured me I might go down the vorca without danger, alledging 
that the rarTars of every denomination were kept in ibjection to the RuSssIAN 
government ; and that the murder of the infpeCtor and his men, was a confequence 
of their rafhnefs in attempting to fteal fome of the kHaumucxs children. I told 
them, I was the more amazed at fuch an enterprize, as children two or three years 
old, had been offered me by the kHaLMucxs for two rubles a head,- 


Tue colonel hearing that I was going to persia, fpoke much of NADIR sHAH, 
who had given great alarms on that fide, when he was laft winter in the neighbour- 
hood of DERBEND; infomuch that a body of eighteen thoufand russrans. had been 
ordered to ASTRACHAN and kizLar. He obferved further, that the cold was then fo 
intenfe, that on fome days eighty men died, many for want of brandy, and many for 

drink- 


* F have been well informed, that the rontucuzss feamen often give St, anruony thelafh, when, 
the winds are crofs to them. 
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drinking too much ; but the greater part, by the unavoidable confequences of a la- 
dorious march in fo rigid a feafon. 


I now employed myfelf in procuring a Proper veffel to convey my caravan to 
ASTRACHAN, and had the good fortune to find one which was juft arrived with four 
hundred bags of flour. The bet proof that the could bear a burthen, was that 


tremely fhocked to fee on what’ flight embarkations my friends were obliged to truft 
their valuable effects, in the navigation of a river full of fhelves and trees, which 
accidentally falling into the water, fink, and become as dangerous as rocks; an exe 
perience which we had that very fummer made by a rich cargo of filk that was much 
damaged, and in imminent danger of being entirely loft, “Che reader will imagine 
that forty rubles * cannot purchafe a good veffél ; however this price procured the 
beft I could find. Their decks are only loofe pieces of the bark of trees 3 they 
have no knees, and but few beams: hardiy any Pitch or tar is ufed; in place of it 
are long flips of bark, which they’ fail over the gaping feams, to prevent the loofe 
afid bad caulking from falling out. Inftead of iron bolts, they have {pikes of deal 
with round:heads. “The method of keeping them clear of water, is bya large {coop 
which is fufpended by the beam over the well-way, and through a fcuttle at a pro- 
per height they {coop out the water with great facility, Notwithitanding thefe 
veffels appeared as fo many wrecks, the trade carried on by means of them is very 
confiderable. The armMenrans fometimes.oad goods on large barks, which are 
from two to three hundred tons, at the rate of fifty copeeks per bale, 


AFTER giving the neceflary inftru@ions with regard to the convoy of my Caravan, 
we prepared for our own voyage down the vorca: for this purpofe we bought 
two boats, to be navigated each by five pourtacks * and my own attendants, 
with an addition of fix foldiers as a convoy. Tho’ I had received fuch affurances 
of fafety, prudence faggelted to me that we could not gain, but might lofe confide- 
rably by too much confidence; and experience confirmed this to me. 


Ir was here I had firft aa opportunity of hearing the hiftory of the vorea and 
CASPIAN pirates, particularly of thofe who commit murders and robberies on this. 
Seat river. According to the fundamental law of the government in Russia, the 
people are in a ftate of vaflalage, and gne mancan call another his property by vir- 
tue of his purchafe, or by a right of inheritance, - According to this law, no vas- 
SAL can leave the lands of his lord without permiffion given, and fignified by a 
pafiport, the term of which feldom extends above a year or two. When the time 
1s expired, the vassat muft return home, no matter how far off, or how great his 
poverty, to renew his pafiport and receive his lord’s commands, unlefs by any par- 
ticular indulgence, he can obtain a renewal of it by writing to his friends. “Thefe 
pafiports are generally regiftered in the towns or villages where the VASSAL refides, 
and great care is taken by the potice to fee this executed: by this means, and like 
wife by making it neceflary to take pafiports before they quit the place, the ponice 
knows the condition and number of the inhabitants. “A regifter is made-alfo of 

foreigners 
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forejoners refiding in every place in the empire, who are obliged to make a report 

~ of themfelves and their domefticks. Hence it comes that there.is no country in the 
world of fuch vaft extent, where thieves and murderers can be more calily difcover- 
ed, and where they are more frequently apprehended. . 


.Amone vaft numbers of common people, it is not to be imagined, but by acci- 
dent or wilful neglect, fome of them will violate the law with regard to thefe pafl 
ports. Being thus rendered obnoxious to punifhment, the wortt of them grow de- 
fperate ; and though the number of fuch perfons was nwwch greater in lefs civilized 
times than the prefent, yet many, to this day, turn robbers by land and water, 
chufing the great rivers near vatt traéts of uninhabited countries, where upon occa- 
fion they can the more eafily efcape. The .feverities of the mafters of fitheries near 
the mouths of the yaEK and VOLGA, alfo tempt their vaffals to turn pirates: when- 
ever they are warmly purfued, or diftreffed for a fupport, they run their veflels 
afhore, turn mahomimedans, and put themfelves under the prot ‘tion of the PER- 
straws. Thefe robbers often go in gangs of thircy, forty, and fometimes eighty 
perfons, in row-boats which carry from twenty to thirty hands: they equip them- 
{elves with fire-arms, and their general practice is to board immediately , but where 
a fierce refiftance is apprehended, they feldom attack. 


Tue ARMENIAN merchants formerly fent their goods from ARGHANGEL to SARA- 
“rorr, and when the fcene of trade was changed from ARCHANGEL to St. PETERS- 
pure, they went from thence either to TWERE OF SARATOFF, according to the fea- 
fon of the year, and there embarked on the vouca, this being a more eafy and 
cheap conveyance ; but the frequency of robberies at length determined them to 
convey their caravans to ZARITZEN, as making fo much the fhorter traét down the 
vouca. Few of the russran merchants tranfport any cargo of value down this 
river without a convoy. Thefe robbers appear moftly in the fpring, when the 
banks of the vouca being overflowed, they have a greater field, and can the more 
eafily efcape a purfuit. ... The foldiers who are occafionally fent after them, are or- 
dered to take them alive, from an apprehenfion that a latitude to kill might fub- 
ject the innocent to great inconveniencies, through a miftake which a ftrong temp- 
tation to plunder would fometimes create in a foldier’s breaft. 


THe ARMENIANS are generally intrepid, and fight bravely in defence of their 
property ; but the BouRLACKS who navigate the voica are fo extremely intimidat- 
ed by thefe robbers, that as foon as they appear, they generally behave like men 
ftruck with a panic, and even afcribe to them an irrefiftible power, derived from an 
infernal fpirit. Formerly their cuftom in thefe cafes was to fall on their faces, as 
foon as sequired by the robbers, and fuffer them to plunder at pleafure, not daring 
to look up, left it fhould coft them their lives. The matter of the vefiel, or the 
merchant, being thus at their mercy, is happy if he efcapes with his life; for thefe 
villains have {eldom any fentiments of humanity to a man of a fuperior rank ; but 
if he attempts to defend himfelf in hopes of bringing his people to the charge, he 
may be fure, if conquered, of being: barbaroufly murdered. ‘The fame conduct 
which thefe pirates obferve on the VoLGA, they have been accuftomed to alfo on the 
caspian fea, but much lefs of late years than formerly. ie 
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As their cruelties are very great, fo is the punifhment infliGed on them when 
they are taken. A float is built, in fize according to the number of the delinquénts, . 
and a gallows erected on it, to contain a fufficient number of iron hooks, on which 
they are hung alive by the ribs. The float is launched into the ftream, with labels 
over their heads fignifying their crimes ; and orders are given to the inhabitants of 
all towns and villages on the borders of the river, upon pain of death, not only 
to afford no relief to any of thefe wretches, but to puth off the float, fhould it land 
near them. Sometimes their partners in wickednefs meet them, and, if there are 
any figns of life, take them down, otherwife they fhoot them dead; but if. ‘they are 
catched in thefe aéts of illegal mercy, they are hung up without the ceremony of a 
trial, as happened about eight years ago. They tell of one of thefe mifcreants, 
who had the fortune to difengaye himfelf from the hook, and though naked, and 
trembling with pain and lof of blood, he got afhore. The firft object he faw who 
could afford him any relief, was axpoor fhepherd, whofe brains he beat out with a 
ftone, and then took his:cloaths. Thefe malefaétors fometimes hang thus three, 
four, and fome five days alive, The pain generally produces a taving fever, in 
which they. utter the moft horrid imprecations, and implore the relief of water, or 
other’ finall liquors, . 


Ir is time now to refume my own ftory. The r4th of oftober, I fent letters to 
my friends, by meffengers who are appointed to attend a box of grapes, which is 
fent from asrRacHan to the EMPRESS’s court every three days during the feafon. 
It is carried by two horfes, fupported in the manner of a litter. The grapes are 
preferved in fand, but at beft are ill worth the expence of the conveyance for twelve 
hundred enciisu miles, 


Havine given all neceffary orders for the fpeedy conveyance of my caravan, as 
foon as it fhould arrive at zarrTzzNn, I took my leave of colonel sEausoBRe, and 
my other new acquaintance. . The colonel told me, that I mutt expect to find per- 
sta more than half ruined by civil war, and that he was glad waprr was at fuch a 
diftance from Russ1a, as to create no alarm on this fide of the country. 


Tue wind being at north eaft, we put off the fhore. ‘The ftern part of my boat 
was covered with matts, fo that I could fleep in it proteted from the weather, 
which now began to be very cold.’- I took a-part of the foldiers with me, that if 
by any accident our convoy fhould be feparated from us, we might have fome 
affiftance. 1 was furprized to fee the banks of the river marked near twenty feet 
above the water, but the boatmen affured me that the water rofe in the {pring to 

“that height. The wind blowing hard, we were obliged-to bring to, running 
behind a little ifand, of which the river in many places forms a great variety. 


Tue 15th, I faw feveral large water birds, much bigger than fwans, which they 
refemble in their feet and beaks; the russians call them pixka BaBat, They 
have a very large craw, where they receive a great quantity of food, even a whole 
fith of aconfiderable fize. They fly, as I faw afterward on the caspian, very near 

to 


* Signifies wild old woman, 
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to each other, in the form of a femicircle,. not far above the water; and having 
. driven the fith together in a body into the fhallows, they dart down upon them : 
this is their only tood. The fat of. this bird is ufed by the Russians as a cure for 
aches and bruifes. 


Iw the fpring, the high waters of the vorca not only undermine its banks, but 
fweep away large trees, fo that fome creeks of the river had hardly any paffage left. 
‘When they are open, it is more agreeable to pafs through the fmall branches, than 
the greatthannel. As we had hitherto a contrary wind, by the 16th we advanced 
no farther than fifty werfts. We were now near NASOROWSKY, an ifland formed by 
this river. Not far from hence are to be feen the ruins of a large antient city. Our 
foldiers were fed luxurioufly at the fitheries,- for nothing more than thanks, 


Tuer weather was calm, and the current moderate. In many places are high 
banks, in others itis a flat fhore, the breadth varying from a mile to a quarter. Here 
they have a quantity of wild afparagus, and many eagles. 


Tue 17th, finding our convoy did not keep up with us, we flopped at cuzr- 
NoyaRE. This is the firft town from zariTzeN, at the diftance ef two hundred 
werfts, generally called midway to asTRACHAN. It-is defended by a ditch, with 
fome cannon and chevaux de frize. They trade with the KHALMUCKS, KooBANS 
and other TARTARS, in a quarter diftinét from the town. It is remarkable that 
this, as well as many other places on the voica, fuffered the fury of the flames 
about the fame time, during the laft war with the TuRKs: not that their enemies 
need employ any fecret incendiaries ; the common people do this bufinefs effectually 
by their carlefinefs. 


Asout 1630, arich caravan was fet upon in the river at this place, by a body of 
feven hundred cossacks, who plundered it and put all the people to the fword, the 
convoy having inadvertently gone fo far down the ftream as not to be able to,return 
in time to fave the.caravan. From hence I learnt the great neceffity of carrying 
part of my foldiers in the fame boat with me, tho’ I apprehended no fuch formida- 
ble enemy. ; 


Tuer 18th, though we were obliged to lay-by in the night, we advanced ninety 
werfts ; but it was not without danger of being drowned ;. for our boat had no keel, 
nor any running tackle, and our watermen were extremely unfkilfil, infomuch 
that not being able to let the fail fly, it was a fingular providence that a guft of 
wind had not det us fwimming. As we proceeded further, feveral wrecks appeared 
on the banks of the river. Great flights of geefe. and fwans were now on the wing, 
retiring from the approaching feverities of this climate, to the warmer regions 
cf persia. It is faid, that thefe birds lay their eggs in-the fand on the banks of 
the ee and are hatched by the heat of the fun, which however I do not affert 
as a fact. ; 


Tue rgth, we advanced near nifety werfts farther, where we found a houfe made 
ander-pround; the walls were of wicker work, and the light came in from the top. 
Here 
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' Here was provided a bagnio for wafhing, which the Russtans ufe.almoft as much 
as the MAHoMEDANS. We found. the place inhabited by fome wacdy dnd 
CIRCASSIAN TARTARS, who ply on the river with open poft beats, of which theré 
are a few regular ftages for the convenience of the government. . Here were alfo 
fome fettlements of the KuaLMucKs. i ; 


From zaritzen to asrracuan, where I arrived this day, very little wood appears 
on the banks of the vouca. In fome parts of the weftern fide, the country is hilly, 
but the foil in feveral places is rich. It is faid that Many FRENCH refugets,- who 
were obliged to abandon their country in the time of rewis xiv. made an offer-to 
PETER the GREAT, to-fettle in this tra@ of land 3 but as they required a feparate go- 
vernment, and privileges not confiftent with the arbitrary power by which the 
RUSSIAN empire is governed, he declined the offer 3 efteeming it very abfurd in 
politics for a free ftate to be planted within an arbitrary monarchy, efpecially fornear 
a vaft tract of land, inhabited by a multitude of roving people, who,. if conducted 
with art and defign, might,become very formidable. 


CH A P xvir 


Captain THOMAS WoopRooFR’s journal from mosco to CASAN. He builds a foip ag 
CAsAN forthe navization of the CASPIAN 3 winters there, and fails one thoufand 
ENGLISH miles down the voca to ASTRACHAN, 






S we afe now arrived at ASTRACHAN by the common way, the reader perhaps 

will find forme entertainment, in being conduéted hither by another rout lefs fre- 

quented, of which the followi ig e#tradt of captain woopRooFE’s Journal will give 
fome idea. : , 


“c OVEMBER the 2oth, 1740; we fet out from mosco for CASAN, with nine 
“ horfes and Gx fervants, by an unfrequented road crofs the country. The 
“ 24th, we arrived at VEDENSCO, which was immediately abandoned by the male in- 
** habitants, from an apprehenfion that we were’ ilitary officers. We were thus left 
‘© to the kindnefs of the Women, who entettained us with bread, butter, fowls, &c, 
‘© and our horfes with hay and corn, at the finall expence ef twenty copeeks ”, fo ex- 
tremely cheap were provifions. The next morning we {et forward towards 
“* COVERRO, another village on the banks of the crezvoy, afmall river that runs 
** into the vorea; here we found feverab large vefiéls, and an appearance of trade, 
“* This country abounds with Partridges and white hares ; they have alfo a fowl they 
“* call a raTarin, much refembling a pheafant; it-is larger, but not fo beautiful, 

** nor 


c 


“This cafe was reverfed in the highlands of SCOTLAND, where, before the year 1748, was an arbitrary 
government within a limited monarchy ; an abfurdity no lefs ftriking. * Ten-pence, 
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«. por of fo fine a flavour. In the neighbouring woods are many bears and wolves 
s $f a great fize, but not fierce, having wild hogs and other animals in great abun- 
‘© dance for their prey. 


« Noy. the 2gth, the fnow being melted, and the country intirely a fwamp, we 
were obliged to wait for frofty weather. Inthe mean while a lieutenant, his 
« wife and two daughters, with five foldiers, were brought to this place in a very 
deplorable condition, having been ftript, plundered, and barbaroufly beaten by 
a4 gang of robbers. 


“ Dzc. the gth, the roads being now tolerably good;—we. proceeded on our 
journey. . The natives have cattle in abundance, and plenty of butter, which 
they make by melting down the cream: as to cheefe, it is not known to them. 
The 15th, we pafied the river occa, but the ice being very rotten, two of 
our horfes with a load of canvas fell through it. The 24th, we arrived among 
the cuuwasHIN TARTARS, the pooreft and moft wretched of all mortals , they 
“¢ are defcended from the KOOBANS, and fubjeét to RussIA, but now driven to the 
eaftward. Koosan, in the Russian. language, fignifies a-wild hog; which 
name was given to thefe raRTARS on account of their fierce and favage nature, 
having colt 1vAN WASSILOWIT2 more trouble to.fabdye them, than either the 
criIM or NAGAY TARTARS : they are loaden with a heavy poll-tax both for them- 
{elves and cattle. We could not difcover what notions the cHuvacnins have of 
réligion, but obferved when they drefs vidtuals, they {tick part of it over their 
doors and windows; and ‘when they kill an animal, which their poverty but fel- 
dom permits, their prieft takes out the far, and after eating fome of it and grea- 
fing himfelf, he fmears over their place of worfhip, and the drofs or refufe he 
burns: They generally fubfift on dead animals, which they devour greedily. 
The neighbouring TARTARS eat horfe-flefh, and drefs it like that of any other 
animal. 
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“Dec. the 27th, we arrived at casAN, having been fifty-eight days’ in travel- 
ling‘ thirteen: hundred werlts.*,. occaGoned by.the badnefs of:the roads, Captain 
ELTON was already arrived at this place. Here is a confiderable admiralty yard : 
«+ they had then on the ftocks five fly boats of about two hundred and fifty tons, 
five fmacks of one hundred and eighty tons, and five fmall damfcoots ’ of about 
twenty: five tons, which were to be launched the enfuing fpring, and might be 
ready in cafe of any neceffity * to employ them on the CASPIAN. The matter- 
builder having already received orders to build a fhip for the eNGLisH merchants, 
had therefore difpatched people into the woods to cut timber. 
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“ Casan is a city of great importance, both from its fituation and productions. 
Tt had formerly a confiderable trade to KHIEVA, BOKHARA, and other places in 
TaRTARY, which is now loft; but the commerce with persia is yet continued. 
This place has feveral manufactures of red russia leather, and fends large quan- 

“+ tithes 
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* Eight hundred and fixty-fix miles. Y Veffels fo called. 
4 Napie sua at this time was apprehended as an enemy. 
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* tities of this Commodity annually to St. pererssurc. The country abounds in 
“oaks, the bark of which they make into a kind of tar for curing hides, and are 
"very ftri& in preventing its being carried away. ~ As they have plenty of cattle, 


" they have confequently a confiderablé quantity of tallow. “The timber ufed for 


“ the Russian navy is cut down in the’neighbourhood of this city; it is of an ex- 
* cellent quality, but they do not diftinguith fufficiently the trees which are on the 
“* decay : they alfo cut the timber at the leaf as well as at the fall, and often 
“ fuffer it to fie too long on the ground, They are generally two fummerg in 


ae conveying it to St. PETERSBURG, which is done in low flat-bottomed veflels, 


« 
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taking the advantage of the Tifing of the river to 8° up to Twere, and from 
thence into the canal by the LADOGA lake, 3 


= 


_“ From Turkey they bring wine and fruits to'CASAN; Mosco fupplies it with gro: 
“ ceries and EUROPEAN commodities; and stperra and TARTARY with furs and 
* all kinds of iron work. The caravans which. annually arrive here from CHINA, 
occafion alfo a great plenty of tea; in fhort, it is the greateft magazine in rus- 
Sta, xcept Mosco and St. pererspurc, for all kinds of merchandize. It ig 
advantageoufly fituated for the commerce of the fouth eaft parts, even to cuIn a Fy 
the province itfelf reaching quite to srprrta.~ The TARTARS who live in great 
numbers in this neighbourhood, ate clean and neat in their perfons; and fupply 
“€ the markets with horfes, fheep and all other kinds of cattle. Provifions in ge~ 
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** neral are very chéap ; preat quantities are fent down to ASTRACHAN, and to all> 


“the towns and fettlements on the VOLGA,* 


“8 Casan is a metropolis of the kingdom, and formerly was the feat of govern- 
** ment. It was taken by 1van WASSILOWITZ in 1552, from the TARTARS, with: 
** whom the Russtans maintained a bloody war for fome years. * = hig 
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St January the rth, 1741, as acompliment to Mr. evron, we laid the thip’s 
keel, which was fixty-five feet in length, and fixed the ftem and ftern pofts ; after 


on 
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~-fewhich he fet out for St. PETERSBURG, to receive a confiderable cargo of goodsex- 
- © pected there by the firft fpring fhips, and intended for the PERSIAN: markets,’ 


* He left the fole care of building the fhip to me, but had neither a boat-builder, 
* rigger, or fail-maker, « 


* May the goth, the hip was launched, though her upper-works were yet unfj- 
‘“nithed; for the waters fell away fo faft thar we were. afraid of being aground, 
‘‘swhich was the reafon of our tran{porting her three. miles ¢nto the great VoLGx, 
** down the finall .river upon which the admiralty yard ftands. July the toth, 


“* we ftept our mafts and bowfprit, and fet the rigging over head. During our 


-.-*abode-in this place, fix pirates were apprehended for robbing feveral russian 


“merchants on the-vo.ea3_and after they had been hung up by the ribs on apa 
** lows erected on a floating. ftage, they were turned adrift, a {pectacle of “horror 
“to deter others from the fame evil practice, they aa 


‘ Ottober the 2oth, -captain ELTON arrived in a bark with aconfiderable cargo 
“© of BriTIsH goods from St, PETERSBURG defigned for onitaw: but the feafon 
** was fo far advanced, that it would have been very dangerous to have proceeded 
BOSS : | Oe ees z caiaell 7“ on: 
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"<6 onour voyage. Onthe 27th we gotthe fhip and bark into their s1RTH ten wertts: 
% below casan, where we intended to winter; and the river was frozen up that 
“© night. In the mean while captain GILBERT BLAIRE arrived at CASAN, in- 
*© tending to build another encuis#i ship for the caspraw trade, 


«© Novemper the roth, the ice broke up, and drove down the river with great 
* violence, in fome places at leaft ten or fifteen feet above the furface of the water. 
“ On the rsth it fet faft again, and fledges paffed over as ufual. In this melan- 
choly fituation we waited the return of the fpring: in the mean time we remoyv- 
ed the cargo from the bark into the fhip; and to prevent any furprize we kept 
a conftant watch of two men on deck, myfelf and another perfon continuing in 
“6 the cabbin;” while ‘the teft of the crew were.on fhore. 


“ Appit the 16th 1742, we had weathered out the inclement feafon with as good 
«© fpirits as could be expected in fo bad a neighbourhood, where there was le(s to 
fear from the elements and wild beafts than from thieves and murderers: ,how- 
ever, under the protection of heaven, we received no injury during five months 
«* confinement. There now began to be a flood in the voLca; the water rifing by 
“© the melting of the fnow,. fevered the ice from the banks, and breaking it to 
* pieces, drove it along with the current. Winter leaving us, we began to rig 
*¢ and prepare for fea. On the 25th, the river was free ‘of all obftruction, we 
« received the news that her imperial majefty ex1zaBETH PETROWNA was to be 
* crowned on this day at Mosco; on which occafion we fired our guns, and 
* giving liquor to the fhip’s company to drink the health of the empreis, we nam- 
“© ed the fhip ELIZABETH. 


“ Apvice was now brought us that four large pirate boats, knowing we had a va- 
«: Juable cargo, intended to attack us in going down the river. The fhip was well 
* provided with arms and ammunition, having fix carriage guns of three pounders, 
«. with clofe quarters, and eight,oars to command her in a ftream. We had alfo a 
« Jaunch of ten tuns with fixteen oars; a long-boat of five tuns, anda yaul, each 
*: with fix.oass.. The russians expreffed great admiration at our going down under 
* full fail, being a practice unufual : ehey reprefented the danger of running a- 
“ ground, but their apprehenfions did not intimidate us. 


Noturne happened to difturb our voyage till the 29th, when, a little before 
* fun-fet, three large boats, each of fixteen oars and full of men, came out of the 
“ reeds thirty werfts below simpzRsKiz. We immediately, cleared for a defence, 
« and as foon as they were within call, bid them keep at a diftance ; at the fame 
« time we difcharged fome mufkets wide of them. Finding them flight thefe me- 
“© naces, we fired one of our guns loaded with partridge-fhot into the headmott, 
«© and {aw five or fix men fall from their oars, who as we afterwards learnt, died of 
« their wounds. The reft not liking fuch a falutation, retired with great precipt- 
“ tation into a {mall creek in the reeds. 


“¢ May the 23d, we proceeded without further moleftation, and arrived at asTR4- 

“ cran, where we anchored oppofite to the governor’s houfe, after a voyage of 
* fourteen 

5 
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‘* fourteen hundred and forty-five werfts «from CASAN to this place, which: we 
‘* performed in twenty-eight days. On the 28th, the governor, vice-governor, * 
** and commander of the garrifon, came on board and congratulated Mr. ELTON 
“ on his fafe arrival, affiring him’ that he had the honor of being the firft » who 
* had {pread encxisn colours in that part of the world, and that this was the firft 
fhip that had ever failed on-the vorca perfectly equipped. After paying thefe 
compliments, they drank fuccefs to the BRITISH PERSIAN trade; and thanks 
were returned from the mouths of our cannon. The merchants employed 
‘themfelves in viewing and meafuring our thip, which they acknowledged to be 
“* the firft complete one they had ever feen in that part of the world. The 
RUSSIAN government build hulls after the DurcH manner fit for thoal water 3 bue 
the work is foill put together, that they do not laft long, 5 


‘ 
© 


. 
s 


« 
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“ Perer the creat hada confiderable fleet of veffels on the CASPIAN, which 
are long fince perithed, The largeft they had then, was of about one hundred 
and eighty tuns, of #°circular form, which when loaded, they were obliged to 
ftrap with:hawfers, to prevent her falling to pieces. This, with feveral others, 
“ was built in the admiralty yard at casan- The merchants now float down tim- 
“* ber to asTRacHAN, where for want of a Proper yard and mechanics, they build, 
in the old russran form, long flat-bottomed vefiels with {quare fails, and the 
“* top fails to hawl down upon the deck: with fuch fhips, by the help of good . 
ground tackle, they navigate the caspran. Their cordage is exceeding ftrong, 
** as are likewife their anchors made in the antient form, notwithftanding they are 


a 


e 
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= 
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“* very ill fhaped. On the contr ary, the modern ones matle by the famous pimr- 
** porrs the patentees of the ironworks in srBERrA, tho’ better proportioned, are 


“* not fo ftrong. Their canvas is chiefly made at yaristaw and Mosca, and is. 
“* generally very good. ; 


“* ‘THE RUSSIAN merchants and pilots were ready to give Mr. etron the beft 
* information they could in regard to the navigation of the CASPIAN; but as 
“* their fkill extended little further than coafting, and a fuperficial knowledge of 
“ the foundings along fhore, he could reap but little advantage from their expe- 
** rience. They rather difcouraged us by their apprehenfions of rocks and thoals, 
“ which they pretend are very thick in’ different parts of this fea, but chiefly be- 
“* tween APSHERON and BALKHAN, It might indeed be faid that we were ven- 
“ turing into a fea very little known, where commerce had never made any con- 
© fiderable progrefs; the natives of thofe inhofpitable thores, except the russians, 
“* having hardly empleyed their imperfeét navigation to any other purpofe than to 
** furprize and plunder their unguarded neighbours. Thus it was with the Tar- 
“ vars and pexrsrans, till the Russtan arme brought the one into fubjection ; 
“ and awing the other, gained an entire jurifdition over this great mediterranean 
“ Take. 


“ Tur russtans had at this time put a ftop to the navigation of the KHALMUCK 
“ TARTARS, by depriving them of all their large boats: and the TurKuMaws 
. “ being 
* Nine hundred and fixty-three miles. 
® eNGLisH colours had been hoifted before, as I have related in the firft chapter, 
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« jbeing out of the ordinary track to GHILAN, our navigation had nothing to fear. 
+ «Our fhip being laden, drew eight and an half feet water. All things being 

prepared for the voyage, we weighed for cuiian, and getting down to CHETIRIE 
Bocoris, cleared at the guardfhip, and difcharged our pilot. We had a 
RUSSIAN Chart, made in the reign of peter the creat; but for our greater fe- 
curity, we kept a watch day and night at the maft-head, and hove the deep-fet 
lead every half hour in the day, and quarter in the night. The long-boat and 


yaw] were on the deck ; but the largeft boat was towed a-ftern, being raifed with 
wath-boards for that purpofe.” 





Cc HAP. XVII. 


Fhe reception the author met with from the governor of ASTRACHAN, Some account 
of that gentleman, and bis intended biftory of russta. Frefh complaints of Mr- 


evton’s being engaged in the persian fervice. The author prefents a petition to 
_ the imperial chancery at ASTRACHAN. =~ 


HUS far we have accompanied capt. wooproore in his account; it is now 
time to return to my own ftory. I was kindly received in asrRAcHAN by 
_ Mr. crore THOMPSON agent to the BRITISH merchants trading to persia; and 

alfo by the governor, general WASSILE NIKIETISH TATTISCHEFF, tO whom I car- 
ried a valuable prefent on account of the merchants. I had much difcourfe with 
the latter ; and he gave me many affurances that nothing on his part fhould be 
wanting to promote the intereft of the caspian traders. He propofed to me 
fome fchemes, in which he had regard to the intereft both of GREAT. BRYTAIN and 
russta. Thisold man had been a page to Peter the creat, and having long 
commanded in thofe parts, was greatly inftrumental in reducing the TARTARS: 
but his genius turned moft to literature and commerce; ner was he at all deficient 
in the arts of gain. On this laft account he was already“in fome difgrace ; how- 
ever he had one good maxim, which, as be obferved to me, was to give, as well 
as take. He told me he had bought for five thoufand rubles, a diamond wort 
twelve thoufand, and fent it to the greateft lady in the empire. He mentioned 
likewife that he had been about four and twenty years writing the hiftory of Russia. 
Upon his recall from asrRacuan two years afterwards, he fent me part of that 
hiftory in manufcript, requefting me to procure atranflation ; but this by no means 


fuited my convenience. ‘The letter he wrote to my partner and me on this oceation, 
runs as follows : : 


h 


“© GENTLEMEN, 


« CINCE I left asrracuan, I have had no opportunity of writir 


g to yous 
“ 


altho’ I retain a conftant remembrance of the affeCtion and regard wuich you 
© have always fhewn me. 


«You 
es 


re) 
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“© You know I have been engaged for near thirty years in writing a hiftory of 
“ Russia, which I am now about finifhing, and hope it will foon appear in print, . 
“ to the fatisfaction of the learned world. This hiftory is the more to be efteemed 
“* by the curious part of mankind, as none of the ancient creeK and ROMAN 
** hiftorians, nor any geographical accounts of this empire, have gone fo far as 
“* to inform us of the Original dialeét, &c, of the Principal nations, viz. the scia- 
“ VONIANS, scyTHIANS, and SARMATIANS ; nor of the AMAZONS, VANDALS, 
** Gorus, and CIMMERIANS, who defcended from them : neither have we any per- 
“ fect account remaining of the HuNNs and AvARI. The great diftance of places, 
“ and ignorance of the languages, have made it difficult to obtain a tight infor~ 
** mation of them; add to this, the GREEKS had fo great a tafte for fables, rather 
* than for a diligent-fearch after truth, thar they have rendered faéts very obfcure, 
“ of which the foolith tale of the AMAZONS is'a proof. Of all thefe nations [ have 
‘* endeavoured as much as poffible to give a clear and particular account, which 
** compofes the firft part of my hiftory of russta, 


a 


“Tue fecond, begins with ruric, Prince of the Frns, who invaded this coun. 
“try, aod founded the russtay empire, which continued from the year 860 to 
“ the incurfions of the TarTAars in 1238. This part contains many things relat- 
“ing to the hiftories of other countries; as affinities by marriage, alliances, 
“* wars and treaties between the RUSSIAN monarchs and other nations, particularly 
* the NORWEGIANS, SWEDES, HUNGARIANS, and both the weftern and _eaftern 
“© monarchies; which in the hiftories of thofe countries are either entirely Ioft or 
“* tranimitted down in a very dark manner. I take no notice of natural hiftory. 
“* Thefe two parts are entirely finifhed. - 


“* Inpucep by the particular affeCtion I have for the encxisn nation, and my 
“ veneration: for your royal fociety, on account of the great advantages the world 
“* receives from their {everal learned works, and their encouragement of ufeful 
“ knowledge, I have thought proper, as a mark of tefpect, to dedicate my hiftory 
“to them: but I am‘at a lofs for want. of tranflators, and dare not venture to 
“« fend it to ENGLAND in the original, left the miftaking of faéts, through want 
“ of a perfect knowledge of the Russtan language, fhould render the tranflation 
“* defective. I have therefore thought it the beft way, and defire that you will 
“* pleafe to recommend to me two good tranflators in the GERMAN ; for as I 
“ underftand that language, I can myfelf correét any miftake that fhall happen ; 
“* and when this is done, it will not be a difficult matter to have it tranflated into 
“ other languages. 


“Tam, &c. 


Tue governor made no fecret of his work, and having brought it down no 
Jower than PETER THE GREAT, he could hardly have given offence ; however, the 
envy of his parts among the literati; the refentments of the pious for his infidelity, 
, Whieh I fear was great; and the clamours of the merchants for his rapacioufnefs, 
occafioned his being fent into civil banifhment to his own eftate near Mosco, where 
he ended his life,” His works feem to have died with him, at leaft they have 
not found a favorable reception at the academy of St. pererssurc. It is how- 


ever 
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ever probable, that the great pains he took in collecting feveral choice materials, 

- may be a means of fome other perfon’s building a reputation upon his labors. 
This old man was remarkable for his focratical look, his emaciated body, which 
he preferved many years by gréat temperance, and for keeping his mind continually 
employed. When he was not writing, reading, or difcourfing about bufinefs, he 
played at dice one hand againft the other. 

Her now complained to me, that he feared our principal faCtor eLTon was really 
ehgaged in the Yervice of NADIR SHAH, which might have very pernicious con- 
fequences, by drawing on us the refentment of his court; recommending to me, 
if it was not too late, to perfuade him from fo rafh an enterprize. He then fpoke 
of the ARMENIAN traders, who. were our great Opponents, obferving, ‘* that they 
s are the moft crafty people in all asia, and‘delight in fraud. Let them, con- 
s¢ tinued he, gain fifty per cent. in a fair way, they.are not contented without 
«: cheating five, and the five is {weeter to them than the fifty.” ‘Though this is in 
{ome meafure true, part of it might be carried: to the account of the old man’s ina- 
bility, crafty as he was, to get of them all he defired. The couvszrnte ‘, which 
is. campofed of a'deputy governor, a fecretary and other officers, is a great check 
on the governor of this ae ; yet as fhips can neither leave the port, nor be per- 
mitted to pRaTTiC but by his permiffion, he-has frequent opportunities of gain. 


Nor long fince, the RussIans made immenfe profits by felling'provifions to the 
pERSIANS, when there was fo great a fcarcity that moft of the inhabitants of DER- 
penp perifhed for want; a KOULE 2 of meal, which coft one ruble, being fold for 
twenty. NapIRk SHAH upon this, gave notice to the merchants, that he fhould 
want a larger quantity, giving them tacitly to expect that he would not alter the 
price: they accordingly brought it, but he difappointed their expeétations, by 
fixing a more moderate price, yet {uch as was very profitable to them. This is a 
prohibited trade, but fo advantageous that it feems to be the intereft of the govern- 

_ment to connive at it. Upon the occafion of their being alarmed with NapIR 
SHAH’s approaches, the merchants, as well as the governor, were indeed called 
to an account ; and as far ast know, obliged to purchafe their peace with part of 
their gain. : 


I was feveral times with the governor, whofe difeourfe ran continually on 
zLTOoN ; the. fum of it was, ‘* that NADIR SHAH having conceived an high opinion 
* of this gentleman’s capacity, had made him prefents, and either engaged him 
for a falary to build thips for him, or required his affiftance to fuperintend fuch 
* an undertaking: that ELTon had already met with great difficulties, the timber 
“© being knotty, and the roads to the thip-yard hardly paffable.” He obferved 
moreover, ** that the PERSIANS were extremely ignorant of maritime affairs, and 
« ayerfe to any employment of that nature therefore it would require much time 
* to bring them to maturity ; but as fuch enterprizes were no way relative to af- 
s* fairs of commerce, they could not but alarm the RUSSIAN court.” 


I REPLIED 


© The government’s chancery. ¢ A bag fo called. 
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Trepien to this effect, “ I am not infenfible that fuch a defign muft be offen- 
** five to russia, but I am really a ftranger to the nature of ELTON’s engagements, - 
“ If waDIR saw is determined to have fhips, it cannot depend upon ELTON or 
“* any fingle man, I know russia mutt naturally be jealous of the PERSIANS, 
“* as the swepes about fifty years age were of the RussIans, who, notwithitand- 
“* ing, are now become fo férmidable in the Battie: but there is this efléntial 
“* difference ; whilft waprr_ builds one fhip on the coaft of the CASPIAN, RUSSIA 
““ can build ten of the fame fize on the vouGa, and probably the ten will coft no 
“* more than his one.” Indeed I had no opinion that the affair would ever arrive 
to fuch a height, as to affect fo formidable @ power as Russta 3 however, I confefs 
there was cafe of jealoufy. Thefe were my real fentiments, and I was more. 
over obliged to talk in this ftile, for fear of giving offence; for ruron had 
brought us into fuch circumftances, that it was hardly poffible to avoid offending 
the Empress or the saan, if not both. I took occafion alfo to remind the gover- 
nor, that araporr the Russian conful and ge:ron having been at variance, pofli- 
bly the affair might be mifreprefented 5 but that in any cafe it ought not to affec: ; 
me, who was now charged to take care of the commercial intereft, and of that only, 
Upon this he defired me to deliver a memorial to the fame effect, by way of peti- 
‘tion to the chancery, 


Ir was not difficult to forefee the confequences of acquiefcing to fach an extra- 
ordinary demand ; though, of the two evils, I thought it the greateft to refufe, as 
I mutt have been an object of j ‘aloufy, and perhaps actually prevented from pro- 
ceeding on my voyage : accordingly T delivered the following petition into her im- 
perial majefty’s chancery, 


“ The petition of jonas HaNway BRITISH merchapf, 


“¢ Sheweth, 
ae T HAT whereas reports have been {pread, that one of the pritisy fubjegts 


ee refiding in resiwp, has been concerned in affairs ungrateful to the court of 
“ RUSSIA 3 your petitioner is ‘now gding into Gurtan to know the truth, and, if 
“ neceffary, to ule his endeavours to. diffuade any fuch fubjet there engaged in 
“trade, from voluntarily meddling with any other bufinefs; and to ‘prevent, as 
“© much as poffible, the sritisu fhips on the caspian from being employed in any 
“* manner not confiftent with the treaty of commerce *; fo that no juft caufe may 
** be given to create the leaft ob{tru@ion of the BaiTisa trade thro® the empire of 
“ RUSSIA, ; 


“ Ano as the feafon is very far advanced, your petitioner defires immediate 
** difpatch may be given to the aritisi fhips as foon as they fhall arrive, &e 


© It mutt be obferved, however, that the treaty made no Provifion for thofe fhips, 
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A defeription of aSTRACHAN, and of its fiberies and trade, Aa account of the 
neighbouring TaxtTaRs, and of the fighis of locufts with which that country is 
infefted. Captain wOoDROOFE arrives from PERSIA. 


S I was obliged to wait fome time for the arrival of captain woopRoore, in 
whofe fhip I intended to embark for PeRsra, J had an opportunity of in- 
forming myfelf the more fully concerning asTRACHAN and its neighbourhood. 


Tuis city is- the metropolis of a kingdom of the fame name, fituated within the 
limits of asta in an ifland called poxcor, in the latitude of 47, fixty ENGLISH: 
miles from the caspian fea; it derives its name from HAHDGEE; TARKIN, a TAR- 
?ar, by whom it was founded. It was for many ages fubje&t to the TARTARS,, 
from whom it was taken by IVAN WASSILOWITZ, CZAR of Muscovy, in 15543 
taken by them again in 1668; and again retaken by the russrans. The czar 
ettiployed for this purpofe a great number of flat-bottomed. veffels, on which he- 
brought down his forces from casan. It contains about. feventy thoufand inhabi- 
tants, among whom are many ARMENIANS and TARTARS of various denominations,. 
with a few PERSIANS and npians. The manners and cuftoms of-ail thefe different 
people exhibit an epitome of asia. The city is about two and a half miles in cir+ 
cumference, but including the fuburbs, near five miles. It is furrounded by a brick. 
wall in a ruinous condition, being about two hundred: years old. Here was a 
garrifon of fix regiments of the beft RussfaNn troops : and in the adjacent plain 
they had ereéted a great number of {mall batteries, which were intended to {weep 
the country, and to prevent the approach of an enemy, NADIR SHAH, as alrcady 
ebferved, having lately given. fome alarm on this fide. 


Tue houfes are of wood, and moft of then very mean ; the higher parts of the 
city command a profpect of the voLca,, which fpreads itfelf here near three miles, 
giving pleafure and convenience to the inhabitants. In the fummer the people 
are generally fickly, which is owing to the marfhy lands near it. “The earth being 
impregnated with falt, which appears on the furface, is extremely fertile, bearing 
fruit in abundance, the immoderate ufe of which creates many diftempers among 
the common people. The melting of the fnow which creates floods in the fpring, 
‘and the rifing of the water in autumn, are alfo obferved. to affect. the air, and 
produce fickneffes. 


Tiss city is furrounded by gardens and vineyards; which lie about two miles 
from it. Thee produce almoft every kind of garden-ftuff known in ENGLAND, 
except potatoes, collyfowers and artichoaks; and their orchards furnifh them with 
plenty of apples, pears, cherries, Src. Oxearrus commends the fruits of 
‘asTRACHAN, but I met with none extraordinary, except the water-melons ‘ ; 

which 


# The russrans call thefé arpoosz. 


? 
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which are in great efteem, and are in colour, flavour, and tafle, much the fame as 
inportucaL. ’Tis remarkable that this fruit, tho? extremely juicy, grows beft in 
fand. The court find the grapes delicious enough to bear the great expence of 
Jand Carriage, as already. mentioned, The wine of ASTRACHAN is alfo very in- 
different. As their fummers are generally dry, they were obliged to water their 
gardens ; this is done by large wheels, fome of which are moved by, horfes, 
others by the wind. Thefe wheels are of a fufficient height to throw the water 
into the higheft part of the garden, from whence it runs in trenches to the root 
of every tree and plant. The gardens and vineyards are generally watered in this 
Manner, from the middle of may to the middle of feptember.. “The chief game 
in the neighbouring country is hares and partridges ; and in fummer there is plenty 
of quails. Here are alfo water and wild fow! of all forts, in great abundance, 


THE government of astRACHAN extends as far as sanatorr. About ten miles 
below the city is a {mall iand called Bosmacorr, remarkable for its large ftore- 
houfes of falr, which is made about.twelves miles to the eaftward of it, and bein 
brought thither in boats, is conveyed in large flat-bottomed vefiels up the vonea. 
With this all thetountry is fupplied, as far as mosco and rwere, They dig 
annually fome millions of poods, the exclufive Property of which is claimed by the 
‘crown, and brings in a confiderable Tevenue®; for the common food of the fol- 
diery, and of the bulk of the people, is bread and falt. In this place alfo are 
large fitheries, to which the neighbourhood of the falt works js of great advan- 
tage. Thefe extend even to the fea, reaching fouth eaftward as far as VagiK, and 
alfo a hundred miles above ZARITZEN. From thefe fitheries all the country is 
fupplied as far as St. PETERSBURG : the veffels are loaded with falt fith, and fent 
away in the {pring ; but as freth fith keeps good fo long as it is frozen, the win- 
ter is no fooner fet in, than it is tranfported by land-as far as Moscoand St. perers- 
Bura. The principal forts are fturgeon, ftarlete, beluga * and affotra', 


Tue firtt eftablither.of thefe fifheries was TIKON DEME DOFF, acarrier, who fettled 
there about fifty years ago: his whole fortune then confifted in two horfes, but 
through his induftry and abilities he became the greateft merchant in that country. 
The crown, which before his time was a ftranger to thofe advantages, has of Jate 
years, befides the falt, engrofied fome of the fitheries alfo, 

4 


Caprain WOODROOFE, who was for fome time at ASTRACHAN, affured me, that 
from the latter end of july to the beginning of october, the country about that 
city is frequently infetted with locufts, which fly in fuch prodigious numbers as to 
darken the air, and appear at a diftance like a heavy cloud. The account which 
the inhabitants give of them is, that generally, as the cold weather comes on, 
they are feen in their flight from the northward to the fouthward. Whenever 
they fall, they eat Up every thing that is green. In -this feafon ‘therefore all the 

2 - gardeners 


SIN Asrracuan they fell the falt at three copecks a pood, but in russta at fifteen to ej hteen, viz. 
about a farthing.a pound. The revenue of ASTRACHAN is reckoned one hundred and Bxty to gne 
hundred and fixty thoufand rubles, or thirty-three thoufand five hundred pounds, of which the greatelt 
part arifes from falt and th, : 


* A large white fith, ' Tt refembles fturgeon, 
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gardeners look out for them, and upon their firft appearance endeavour to keep. 
thein off, by making as. much finoak and as great noife as pofible, but, in fice, 
* of all their art, thele deftructive infeéts, after flying as long as they are able, 
fometimes fall in their gafdens, on the tops of houfes, and even into the fires. 
"Their bodies, compared with the fmallnefs of their wings, are very large. ‘Viscir 
fize is generally fromm two to two and a half inches long, and abouc three quarters 
of an inch in diameter, and their fhape near the fame as the largeft fort of green 
grafhhopper. WoopRoore mentions in his journal, that once in particular, as he 
was failing up the OLGA to ASTRACHAN, he obferved a prodigious cloud of them 
coming from the weft north weft, which is acrofs the river. The wind at that time 
blew very frefh, and nearly from the fame point; when the locufts falling down, 
the water was covered with fuch prodigious fwarms of them, that in fome places 
they greatly obftruéted the motion ‘of the boat for. ten or twelve fathoms together. 
Hie fays alfo, that they live for fome time under water ; for as they mounted on each 
other’s backs, they formed a.clufter near three feet diameter, which rolled along 
by the force of the wind and the rapidity of the current. In this manner they were 
driven afhore: their wings being dried, they got upon the pafture, and very few 
were drowned. ‘They lay fo thick upon the plain for three days, to the extent of 
ag many miles, that it was impoffible to walk without treading on them. When 

began to fly, they difappeared in lefs.than half an hour, leaving the plain with- 
out a blade of grafs, : 


Tue commerce of asraacuan is very confiderable, though much diminifhed by - 
the troubles in pERs1A, and the frequent revolts and infolent behaviour of the rar- 
rars. Not long ago they traded to KHIEVA and pokHaRaA, but at prefent their 
commerce is confined to the empress’s dominions, and PERSIA. The inhabitants 
had now thirty-eight veffels, from fixty to an hundred Jafts 'burthen, for. the pER- 
sian trade, of which fome belong to the government, and mount a few fmall pieces. 
of cannon. ‘They are commanded by a midfhipman under a commodore, who is 
generally only a liewtenant in rank, and thefe are under the direction of the admi- 
ralty.. This office is generally ftocked with all naval ftores, as well for the ufe of 
the veflels belonging to the zMPRESS, 28 [0 fupply their. merchants. The officers of 
the admiralty and cuftom-houfe of asTRacHAN: have: very fmall falaries, which is. 
the cafe in all other places of russia; therefore, inftead. of doing their. duty to 
difpatch bufinefs, they often feek pretences to protract it, in order to obtain the 
more confiderable prefents. Upon thefe occafions, FRENCH. brandy, white wine, . 
hats, ftockings,, ribbons,, and fuch like, are acceptable. 


Tux trading fips carry provifions to the frontier. towns .of PERKIE and KISLAR, 
fituated on the caspian fea ;. and likewife merchandize to the feveral parts of PERSIA, 
at certain {tated rates.. They. are-alfo occafionally employed by the PERSIANS, to- 
carry provifions from GHILAN to BAKU, DERBEND, and other places; but the Rus- 
SIAN government obferving that their merchant fhips were employed in the tranf- 
port of provifions to their own frontier, for the ufe of the Persian army, thought: 
proper to take them into their fervice ; and from that time. they. fent only a. few vef-.. 

; fels 
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els to PERSIA, under the authority of the imperial flag, that they might be privi. 
Teged from any arrefts or exactions on the part of the Persians. Since nanir’s . 
death, and the abandoning of the enterprize of building PERSIAN hips in the ruRO- 
PEAN manner, the russtan veffels have been again reftored to the merchants, 


Tue foreign trade of the RUSSIANS confifts in red leather, linens, woollen 
cloths, and EuRopEaN manufactures, which they export to PERSIA, the greateft 
part for the account of the ARMENTaNS. In return they import feveral manufac- 
tures of PERstIa, patticularly thofe of CASAN, as filk fafhes intermixed with gold, 
for the confumption of the POLANDERS ; wrought filks and {tuff mixed with cot- 
ton ; rice, coton, a {mall quantity of drugs, and efpecially raw filk. They alfo 
bring rhubarb, bue as the government has engroffed this article, private perfons 
are forbid to. deal in it, under penalty of death. From xureva they formerly 
brought gold,, lamb-fkins, cotton, and other commodities ; but this trade is now 
difcontinued, as I have already obferved.. 


Waris Ewas buftedin getting what infomations were: neceif ry, the governor 
invited me toa feaft, at which there were near a hundred difhes: here I faw a fine 
gular fpecimen of russran intemperance, for there were above thirty People who: 
drank to excefs in goblets *, of a kind of cherry brandy °. This feaft was made 
for the birth of his grand-daughter, on which occaGion the guefts prefented an offer- 
ing, each according to his rank, This is a civil way of levying a heavy tax.on the 
merchants, and a cuftom, though not elegant, lef abfurd than that of fome po- 
liter countries ; for here without that difguife, as if a man was doing an unworthy 
action, and without reremony, you leave one, or two ducats, or fome richer prefent 
on the lady’s bed, who fits up with great formality to be faluted.. 

My curiofity carried me to fee the devotion of the inpraw PAGANS inthe little 

, temple which they have here, Their priefts. ufe beads, incenfe, caps, proftrations. 
,and offerings : they have alfo fmall bells, with other mufic, and raife their voices 
in finging with the utmoft vehemence. The object of their adoration was a PAcopD, 
‘ugly and deformed to a degree of horror. After the fervice was over, they pre- 
Hfented me fome of the fruits which had been offered to this idol 3 but I thought pro- 
“Per to refufe them, not without fome melancholy reflections on. the. abje& ftate to.: 
‘which human reafon is frequently reduced. 


THe Tartars hold this image-worfhip in the utmoft abomination : they will: 
not carry even money which has any impreffion of man, bird,- beaft, creeping | 
thing, or infe&, into their temples. Their devotion is.in filence and: proftrations,. 
except that the prieft; in an awful tone, at certain times, utters an invocation to the: 
lord of nature, through the mediation of MAHOMMED.. It mutt be obferved,. that 
the TaRTARs about this city and kingdom, were formerly diftinguifhed under deno-. 

minations . 


™ THE greateft part of this valuable branch is brought irito Russia by the rarrars of YARUTSKY, , 
bordering on the eaftern TARTARS belonging to cHINA: they travel through SIBERIA tO. saMaRa,, 
thence to casan 3 from thenceto mosco 

* Bocats, “ ©The russians call it visnorxy,. 
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yminations different from the prefent; for thefe countries were but little known, nor 
are they. yet fufficiently civilized to admit of that communication, which affords. an 

- opportunity for an entire difcovery, though the Russrans have made a great pro- 
grefs in it. The NAGAY TARTARS are MAHOMMEDANS, frefembling in countenance 
the KHaLMuckKs, but better favored, for their eyes are not fo fmall; thefe and the 
KOOBANS are driven off to the eaftward, and have feldom of late years made any in- 
‘roads on the Russian frontiers. 


For feveral miles round this city, where the foil will admit of cultivation, there 
are fettlements of a very civil and induftrious people of the race of the cRIM TAR- 
‘rars, who are tributary to the russrans. In the fummer they improve their land, 
the chief products of which are manna ’, ‘oats, mufk-melons and water-melons ; 
but they reckon that their principal treafure confifts in their wives and children, 
with their fheep, horfes, and cattle. When any of . their daughters become mar- 
riageable, they cover her tent with white linen, and put a painted cloth on the 
top, which is ufually tied with red ftrings : they have alfo a painted waggon on the 
fide of the tent; and this is to be her marriage portion. Thofe who defign to 
marry obferve this fignal, and the girl is generally given to him who offers the 
‘¥ather the moft valuable prefent.. Thefe pegple are MAHOMMEDANS, and, contrary 
to the practice of the KHALMUCKS, ‘extremely nice in their burial places. They 
alig their graves very deep, and after lining ther with bricks dried in the fun, and 
white-wathing them in the infide, they build a cover over them. They alfo raife 
thick walls of mud round each tomb, on the top of which are fixed one or more 
white flags, according to the character of the deceafed. 


I nap fpent fifteen days here, in expectation of the arrival of captain WOODROOFE 
from GHILAN, and-obferving that the feafon was far advanced,. I determined, fo 
foon as my caravan fhould come down the vorca, ‘to embark in a Russran veffel ; 
but the 4th of november I received the joyful news of woopRooFe’s arrival at YER- 
x1e? with a hundred bales of raw filk. 


;Tue reader muft have obferved, by the conferences I had with the governor of 
this place, how jealous the Russrans were of Mr. ELTON. Araporr the RUSSIAN 
conful in PERSIA, now gave intelligence that this gentleman had been at BALKHAN 
‘on the eaft coatt of the caspran, that he had reduced a province, and brought 
the chiefs of it prifoners to cuitan, and that wooproore’s fhip had been employ- 
ed in this enterprize ; concluding that fhe ought not to be permitted to return to 
persia. The real account of this matter, which captain woopROOFE gave me 
foon after, was far from being fatisfa€tory, and proved that ELTON was indeed too 
deeply engaged in the affairs of the crown of persia. Of this the reader will 
judge from the following abftra&t of woopRooFE’s journal, relating to his voyage 
€0 BALKHAN. : 


CHAP, 


P Seed fo called, 4 The mouth of the vorea, 
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Captain woopRoore’s vayege 10 BALKHAM, on the eaft coaff of the casp1an feay 
. under the direélion of Mr. JOHN ELTON, dy order of NADIR SHAH. 


“ PUNE the 24th, 1743, the suan’s orders were fignified to me by captain. 
se ELTON, to furvey the fouth eaft part of the caspran,:on which expedition. 
“ the captain was to go himfelf. 


“ Juny the 21ft we weighed anchor and fet {ail for enzeLtez, with orders to: 
“ ftop in LanGaroon road. As this was a new navigation, .to which, moft of the 
““ merchants in GHiLAN were ftrangers, I could procure no other freight, than a 
* {mall quantity of goods from Captain ELTON, with which he intended to.try the: 
“* market of ASTRABAD.. 


“ Juny the 24th we-anchored in nawcaroop road, where Mr. zx-ran embarked). 
“ I was then hardly recovered of a fever, with which I had been ‘long afflicted, 
“ The 31ft at noon we weighed, and the 5th of auguft anchored: about. two miles 
“ to the northward of the inlet into asrRaBAD bay. The next day I: went in the 
“* long-boat to examine the entrance, and found a very good channel over the bar,. 
“ and a frefh, water river running into it from. the eaftward. We were about a 
“mile from the mouth of this river towards the clofe of the evening, when we 
“ faw three large fandalls* coming over the bar.. The day following F armed and 
“ manned the long-boat, in order to afcend the tiver upon a difcovéry, Nothing, 
“* appeared. near the fhore but woods and marfhes, with a ridge: of mountains, 
. “ which Funning parallel. with the {ea-coaft, extend near eaft and welt. At the 
“* entrance of the river there is only five feet water, but after we had proceeded 
“* about twenty miles, we found not lef than twenty feet. We rowed all that 
“ day, but difcovered no fettlement. About a quarter of a mile from the entrance: 
“* the water was frefh, but eighteen miles higher ‘we petceived it to be brackith, 
“* which is owing, I believe, to-the fea water that comes over the marfhes. The 
“* wood is chiefly elm, willow, and birch, intermixed with vines. The: river 
“* runs about eaft north eaft, with a fmall current. We faw a great. nimber of 
“ wild buffalo’s, hogs and deer, and likewile tracks, as they appeared to. us, of 
“ wolves.and tigers. 


“* NicuT coming on, and our People being almoft fpent with the heat and 
“* fatigue of the day, we refolved to take up our lodging there, and prepared tod 
“ defend ourfelves againft the wild beafts : for this purpofe we cut down a large 
“* quantity of wood, and almoft inclofing ourfelves, fet it on fire. The greateft 
“ inconveniency we fuffered, was from the Bnats, which ftung us fo intolerably, 
“ that many of our people ftripp’d themfelves, and lay all but their heads in the 

“* water.. 


™ Persian boats fa-called, 
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water, Not having difcovered any fettlement, about midnight we began to row 


down again, and at noon we reached the bay, 


“ As we continued our courfe along fhore, about two miles to the fouthward of 
the mouth of the river, we heard the report of a mufket, and Jooking towards the 
place from whence it came, we faw about fifty men all armed, coming out of 
the woods down to the fea fide. Though we were apprehenfive they were rob- 
bers who often infeft this coaft, yet.we refolved to ftand in for the fhore. At 
our approach perceiving we had ftore of fire arms, they began to retire into the 
woods. We therefore fent our persran fervant on fhore, to acquaint them that 
we were come upon that coaft by the sHau’s orders, having bufinefs at asrRapan, 
and to convince them of the truth, we offered to exchange hoftages, and that 
if three of their people would come into our boat, three of ours thould go with 
them ; to which they confented. Upon-this I went, attended by our interpreter 
and a fervant, to the village of KONDAGAZAR, Which is near a mile from the 
water fide, through a thick wood, We were received by the principal people of 
the village with great regard, and after refrefhing our‘elves with what the place 
afforded, we returned to our boat; Among other things, we learnt that the 
three fandalls which we faw coming over the bar, were TURKUMAN pirates, who 
had plundered a village a little to the fouth weft, where they killed eighteen men ; 
and that chefe contisual depredations obliged them to be always upon their guard. 
As it was very dark, we lay all night in the boat, buc the next day we went - 
aboard our fhip, weighed and came to anchor in KONDAGAZAR road, in two and 
three quarters fathom water, in ftiff muddy ground.- 


« Avoust the 11th I went on fhore with letters from captain ito for the 
governor of asTrapaD, in which he defired that, as he was about the sn an’s 
affairs, he might be provided with horfes to carry him to the city. At my re- 
turn we landed our little cargo, not without fome difficulty, the fhore being - 
flat and low. Whilft we lay here, the villagers fhewed us great civilicies, and 
conttantly fent us provifions of every fort in abundance. The «3th, feveral of 
the principal inhabitants came on board, and acquainted captain eLTon, that 
the governor had fent horfes’and fervants to conduct him to asTRABAD; upon 
which he immediately went on fhore. After {pending feveral days in furveying 
this bay, and taking landfkips of the coat, nasgER AGA, an officer in the 
sHan’s fervice, arrived fron the camp, with orders to take four of the ocurT- 
joys‘ who had left their country, and put themfelves under peRstaw protection, 
to ferve us as pilots, as they were well acquainted with the eaftern coaft. He 
was likewife commiffioned to take a fufficient number of foldiers under his com- 
mand, with directions to look for a proper place to build a garrifon, in order to 
awe the ocurTyoy pirates, and prevent their excurfions. ; 


“ Tue 3rft of auguft, captain gtTow and naszER AGA, with cightcen foldiers 
and four pilots, came on board: and the next day we weighed. We arrived the 
8th of feptember at the fouth end of pax, the weftermoft of the ocurrjoy 
*¢ iflands, 

+ Inhabitants of the iflands on the eaftern coat. 
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iflands, and coafted the eaft fide of it, continuing our farvey for four days. - It 
is a long fandy ifland, which ftretches itfelf about north and fouth. Near it is 
DEVERISH, a barren ifland, which extends itfelf to north eaft and fouth weft, 
The pilots affirmed this to have been formerly a high fand-; but-now it is low, 
which we imputed to the rifing of the water, Between thefe two iflands is a ve. 
ry good channel three fathoms deep, which extends to the northward. Ipax 
has two wells of freth water, and is inhabited by eight or ten families, who have 
a few fheep and goats. The foil produces a coarfe fort of grape, melons, cu- 
cumbers, carrots, onions, &c. The inhabitants, for want of harbours, having 
no boats, borrow them of their neighbours in the ifland of yapuronta 4, 


“¢ SEPTEMBER the 14th, we weighed and carte in clofe under the eaft fide of 
NAPHTONIA. The coatt is difficult of accefs, the land being very high ; it extends 
itfelf fix or eight leagues north and fouth, and contains about thirty-fix families, 
who have twenty-eight large boats, with feveral wells of NaPTHAT, The 
harbour is on the eaft fide ofthe ifland : to the fouthward there are four {mal} 
ifles, between all which, by the relation of our pilot, a native of the place, there 
is full ten feet water; a3 there is likewife up a large bay to the eaftward of them, 
almoft as far as natknan hill. Napnronra has plenty of theep, wild-goats, 
famels, and affes, with exceeding good water; the latter is a great advant, 

to them, forall the fprings along this coatt, except here, and on IDAK, are falt 
or brackith. The foil is fruitfa » affording all manrier of garden-ftuff, There 
is an old mofque, to which the inhabitants come to worfhip. Thefe people’ fub« 
fit entirely by Piracy; making continual depredations on the neighbouring parts 
of PERsta, 


“* To:remedy this evil, rain sHAw fotne years fince, ‘offered to forgive all that 
was pait, and to receive them into his favour, if they would come and fettle about 
ASTRABAD, bay, where they might have lands, and fell their NAPTHA to the inha- 
bitants of hat quarter. ‘This’ they accepted, and carried on a brifk trade for 
about two years, felling their NAPTHA to the PERSIANS, TURKUMANS, and 
roving ouspecs, arid purthafing provifions to ‘fupply the inhabitants of the 
iflands. But, having had‘an: opportunity of colleGting a number of boats, they 
Stew tired of this way of living, ‘and returned to their trade of Piracy ; fo that 
BALKHAN became a general rendezvous of robbers. Napia SHAH, being at that - 
time engaged in his expedition againft the MOGHOL, poftponéd the réduction of 
thefe people till his return. But upon Enquiry he now’ found it attended with 
great difficulty, for the place is almoft inacceffible by larid; and the country fo: 
wild and barren, that none but thofe hardy People the’ rurxumawns can live in 
it. Befides, in fummer there is no freth water along the coalt, except one well, 
and in winter the defert is exteeding cold. 

© Szp- 


1 So called by the ausstans 3 the persrans call jt CHERRICAR, : [ 
* This is commonly underftoad to be a fpecies of bitumen ; it is of the nature’ of oll, df a very dark 
cy colour, and Tu'phurcous fmell, < 
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© SppremBer the 15th, we weighed, and ran through a channel not wider than 
half acable’s length, between the eaft end of prvERISH and NAPHTONIA, and 
« ftood away along the north end of the latter. This channel is faid to have been 
« foydable about eighteen years ago, but now it has every where ten or twelve feet 
« water. To the eaftward we faw fourteen large boats, which rowed towards us 
« for fome time, and then hoifting their fails, ran round a bank of fand to the eaft 
“ fide of NAPHTONIA, where they have a town with a pretty good harbour. As it 
4 was a calm we could not follow them, and a ftrong current fetting out of the bay 
“ we were obliged to anchor in feven fathom water. ‘The next day having a wett- 
« erly breeze we weighed, and ran up the fide of the ifland parcay, which forms 
* the fouth part of the bay, and extends near eaft and weft. There is fome rifing 
“ ground on it, but no inhabitants, the land being barren and fandy. Notwith- 
“© ftanding there is no water on this ifland, yet, by report, it abounds in wild goats 
« and deer, which, as the PERSIANS generally fay, require no water, but fubfift 
« on the heavy dews that conftantly fall in thofe parts. We continued founding, 
« and got up to a fmall ifland on the fouth fide of the bay, called pacapaw, 
«* where we anchored in two fathoms water. 


« "Tye day following we went with the long-boat to furvey the ifland, defigning 
« alfo to go on fhore on the main land: for. fret water. Our pilot carried us.2o 
“ two fprings, wheré there were many tracks of camels and fheep: the water wes 
« brackith, for as all the land on this fide the casP1aN is impregnated with falt, fo 
“ are the {prings, except two at the foot of BALKHAN mountain; and yet the TuR- 
« ,umans and their cattle drink of it. I was informed, that it is now a hundred 
‘© years fince the oxus emptied itfelf into the upper end of this bay. As this 
« fiver was often dried up in many places in the heat of fummer, the TURKU~ 
“© yang imagined, that by ftopping the mouth of it they could preferve it above. 
&« But the contrary fell out, for the water having no paffage to clear away the fand, 
« which was conftantly blown off the defert into this river, it is filled up, and 


‘© Scarce any veftiges of it are now remaining near the caspian fea. ¥ 


“© Rounp pacapaw there is full two fathom water, which is conftantly fmooth 
«and clear. Our pilots informed us there is a great {carcity of fifh, for which 
« reafon the inhabitants keep ten fifhing boats in a bay about half a day’s journey 
« to the northward, which the’perstans call OBB MAYSEY *, Here they catch plen- 
*¢ ty of fith, not only for their own ufe, but likewife for fale to the TURKUMANS, 
“© and roving TARTARS. The RUSSIANS pretend there is a whirlpool in this bay ; 
« but this is denied by the TURKUMANS, who affirm they fifh all over it. In every 
part of it there is at leaft eight fathom water ; but the entrance is very narrow. 


rs 
- 


. * Sepremper the 18th, as we continued. founding up the bay we found the 
water grew fhallow; the deepeft is clofe along the ifland paRGAn, which runs up 
near the foot of the mountain of BALKHAN, between which and the ifland there 
is a little channel of five feet water. Rowing acrofs the bay we faw numbers of 
* people who, upon our approaching near the ifland, made fignals by throwing 
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* Or fifhing water. 
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up fand in the air, which at a diftance appeared like finoke. - They began their 

fignals at the water fide, and:were anfwered quite to the eaftermoft end. When. 
we were arrived at the foot of the mountain we faw fourteen boats at anchor 

to the fouthward-of parcan, where there is a wide bay that extends into the 

caspian. Our pilot informed us, that at the foot of the mountain there is five 

feet water, which deepens gradually tothe weftward into ten feet ; and this is the 

founding through all the paffages between naPuTon1a and the iflands to the 

fouthward. This day we weighed, and ran up into nine feet water, and moored 

the fhip near the foot of the mountain. , 


“* Here captain ELTON and NASEER aGa went in fearch ofa convenient fpot, on 
which they might build a fort. They had-taken with them-on fhore the par- 
stan foldiers, a pilot, and four failors, with arms and ammunition fufficient to 
make a defence againft thofe TarTaRs, in cafe of an attack. Soon after they 
put off, we faw the fourteen boats fteering to the weftward,- but could not per- 
ceive any body upon the ifland. 


‘* SepremBeR the 22d, our people returned from their furvey, and reported, 
that when they had got up to BALKHAN they found only one man on the coaft, 
whom the Tartans had commiffioned to enquire after us. Upon our firft ap- 
proaching NapHTonta, the inhabitants imagined we were driven in there by dif- 
trefs, for which reafon they manned all their boats with defign to cut us off. But 
obferving that we beat the drum and fired the morning gun, and feeing us run fo 
readily through the natrow paffage between peverisH and NaPHTONta, they 
concluded we were fent by the sHau to deftroy them; upon which they made al! 
hafte back to fave their families and cattle. The former they conveyed in boats 
tO BALKHAN, with an intent to alarm the TaARTARs in that neighbourhood ;_bui 
they tranfported their cattle, .confifting of camels, fheep, and affes to parGan, 
together with two women flaves, and two of their own men, to whom they gave 
initructions to drive them to the fouth eaft part of the ifland. But feeing us 
come up the bay fo clofe after them, they went round, in order to take in their 
cattle again, left we fhould intercept them. This precaution however proved 
quite fruitlefs from another caufes for, to their great furprize, they found that 
moft of them were already deftroyed by wild: beafts. One of the flaves was al- 
fo killed: the other being greatly diftreffed for want of water, and not ufed to 
fuch hardfhips, expired in a few hours; fo that only the two men and a few 
camels were faved. They failed then to the fouthward, while the ruRKUMANS 


and feveral ovsprc Tartars who frequent this neighbourhood, fled up into the 
mountain of BALKHAN. . 


“« Tuese pirates were poffefled of feventeen boats more, which were then on » 
cruife on the coaft of MazanpERan and asTRaBAD. ‘Tis their cuftom to fend 
only half their boats out at a time, for fear of a vifit from the suan’s forces, 
or jeft they fhould lofe a prize by fuffering any veffel to efcape, that might be 
driven in here by diftrefs, Whenever this happens, they take all that is ufeful 
out of her, then fet her on fire, and either kill the dailors, or fell them as flaves 
to the oUSBEG TARTARS, 


© Caprain 
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*¢ Captain ELTON having received this information, proceeded in his furvey, in 
order to be fatisfied if there was any poffibility of executing the suan’s project. 
This prince had been informed, that there was plenty of frefh water in thofe 
parts; but upon examination it was found that the {prings were overflowed with 
falt water. ‘There was another fpring indeed a mile and a half higher up, bur as 
it was very {mall and at fuch a diftance, it would not anfwer the purpofe. The 
ifland of pAcapaw was judged the fafeft place for the garrifon, as the magazines 
would be there moft fecure from any furprize by land on the part of the TarT ARs, 
With regard to frefh water, captain ELTON propofed to provide a number of 
boats, and to bring itfrom NapHTon14; which was the more feafible, as the na- 
vigation between the two iflands is extremely fafe. 


é 


Rf 


aS 
i; 
‘ 


s 


a 


ry 


« 
by 


. 
* 


‘* Seprimper the 28th, as I had a voyage now depending from cHILAN to 
Russra, there was not time fufficient to make any farther difcovery. There was 
only half a hogfhead of freth water on board, and to go of fhore on NAPHTONIA 
would have occafioned too great a delay. We therefore weighed for FARABAD,. 


«* where we landed our paflengers the goth of eptember; and after getting freftr 
** water we proceeded for ENZRLLEE.” 
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From this account of captain wooproore,: it “feems that.waprr, with his ufual 
fagacity, forefaw a rebellion from that fide of TrurKuMania, which induced him 
to employ his new fervant exTon ; his intent being to fend a fleet to BALKHAN with 
provifions, in order to build a fort and keep a garrifon in that place, t6 awe the: 
TURKUMAN TARTARS. ‘This ftep could not but give great offence to the RUSSIANS,, 
becaufe their barrier would become fo much the weaker, and the perstaws might 
the more eafily invade russia on that fide, which had been always confidered as. 
impracticable. - ; : 
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Tbe author continues bis voyage down the VOLoA to the mouth of the caspian, 


brief account of the KHALMuUCK fettlements; and of the river votaa. The mé- 
thod of curing CAVIARE, = 


OVEMBER the 8th, we left asrracnan under convoy of the gover- 
N nor’s barge with twelve grenadiers. It has been already obferved, that this. 
old gentleman had been greatly inftrimental in bringing the TaR Tans toa peaceable 
fubjection to the Russian government : for this purpofe he had taken all the large | 
boats from the kHaLMucks ; infomuch that heref as in other places, they were ob- 
liged to fifh in fmall canoes. At night we flept within piftol-fhot of a KHALMUCK. 
fettlement. The habitations of thefe people are round tents, which they call 
KHABITKA’sS, raifed with canes in the form of a cone, and covered with wiLocxs*- 


Thefe. 
“This is a very thick felt of camel's hair which keeps out the weather extremely well. 


¥ 
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Thefe tents are of ten and fome of fifteen yards in circumference, and about 
twelve feet high; they make their fires in the center of the tent, and the finoke 
iffues from the top, which is prepared for that purpote. 


Tess people are miferably poor, fubfifting on fith which they take in the voica ; 


‘they dry in the fummer their winter’s provifion. They prefer to live on the 


banks, where flags and ruthes are grown to a great height, thee being fome de- 
fence againft the tigors of the cold feafon. There are feldom feen above feven or 
eight tents in a place, which contain thirty or forty perfons, who live in diftiné fa- 
milies under one whom they chufe as their chief, Befides thefe, there are other 
KHALMUCKS, who travel to the fouth when the winter comes on, and return north- 
ward in the heat of the fummer, 


Ir is eafy to. conceive how murders and: robberies frequently, happen in thee 
parts. I gave the ftrifteft orders for a Tegular watch of two men under arms 
during the night ;.but I'more-than once found them faft afleep. As we advanced, 
within thirty. werfts of the mouth. of the VOLGA, we defcried a. great number of 
fmall iflands , the whole fcene appearing wild and. inhofpitable. We were. obliged, 
to ftop at SADLISTOVA, @ little iland, where refides’ the. officer who-gives cleary 
antes to paflengers, 


Brin happily arrived at YERK1E; we-embarked‘in the pririsu Miip EMPREss of; 
Russia, much delighted. to find ourfelves in 2 veffel of good oak, regularly buile, 
well fitted, and probably the only. complete thip which till that time had appeared: 
on the caspian. Tt was no leis a pleafure to fee the enchisn flag hoifted, and: 
fome fatisfaction to receive thofe common marks of efteem.which. matters of fhips: 


’ ufually. pay their merchants when they have any guns, 


Tuoucn IT have in. feveral Parts of this work made occafional mention of: 
the voLca, yet a river of fach confideration deferves a more particular: attention ; 
and I think no place fo Proper as this, being now about to take my leave of it. 
This river-was anciently called the mua, and is reputed. for- extent: and depth one- 
of the nobleft in the world. It derives its fource from the lake FERNOFF in the- 
Province of RzEscorr, running, according to general computation, -near four: 
thoufand five hundred werfts ' before it empties itelf into the CASPIAN fea, It, 
takes in.the river rwERsa- which comes from TWERE 3 the Mosewa from mosco ; 
the occa from cOLUMNA ; the Kama, which divides the Nacay and Koopan: 
TARTARS ; the saMaR at SAMARA, with. a. great number. of other rivers, Te is: 
of the utmoft utility to the greateft part of the vaft empire of Russia, not only: 
with regard to commerce, but as it has been a’ means. of reducing the differest- 
tribes of rartars who frequent. its borders, ae 


Tue immenfe quantities of water: which this river receives from others, andi 
rom the many hilly countries from whence defcend great torrents, particularly, 
when the fhow’ melts in the fpring, are the caufe of its {welling at different times. 

aS ang! 


2 Three thonfand exc1ism miles. 
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and ‘places. It begins ufualiy to rife in march, and increafes in april and may, 
continuing above its ufual mark, till the end of june; and then it decreafes-very 
* faft, There is often another rife in feptember,. by autumnal rains ; but this is not 
fo conftant, nor near fo confiderable. It varies in different places ; at asTR ACHAN 
it is only feven of eight feet, unlefs the foutherly winds blow in the water at the 
fame time from the CASPIAN. About zarirzen, which is above four hundred 
werfts higher, I faw a mark at, about twenty feet, as already menitioned , and ,at 
casan, which is twelve hundred and fifty werfls. yet higher, the rife is faid to be 
much greater. As there are fo many different climates in the courfe of this river, 
the ice breaks up at different times; as at ASTRACHAN about the end of february, 
and at casaw generally. a month later. Here the banks alter almoft every year, 
partly by the force of the current, and pertly by the fands which are blown into 
the river from the adjacent country. The danger arifing from thefe fhifting banks 
is not very great; but they create delays.;: The common courfe of the ftream can 


hardly be reckoned above a mile an hour, -but at the time of the floods it is gene- 
rally three miles. * : ‘ : : 


‘Tue navigation is very difficult fot: vefiels drawing above five feet water, except 
in the flood times, when the argeft flat:bottomed veffels find fufficient water. I 
“have feen a vefiel afloat inthe.month of oétober, faid to have fix hundred tuns 
of falt and fith aboard: and in fome feafons they have barks of greater burthen. 
The trade from many parts is great and extenfive, but from no place ‘more:cdn- 
fiderable than from yaRisLaw and CASAN. The failors. who navigate this river, 
are remarkable for their dexterity in warping. - They.have three boats to carry out 
the warps, which they take in forward ;~and-at; the fame time. they coil the: warp 
from the ftern into the boat, while the other two.boats dre a-head laying frefh warps + 
for as foon as they have run out one, the end of the other is ready. Thefe veffels 
fometimes carry from one hundred and fifty to two hundred men, and as their 
‘bignefs prevents their failing, except the wind. be very fair, they warp thirty n- 
GLisH. miles.in .a day agajat. the ftream, which, as we have already obferved, is 
fometimes very rapid. ‘Beides the vatt abundance of fih taken in this river, and 
fent either falted or frozen to diftant parts of the Russran empire, there is a confi- 
derable commerce carried on in CAVIARE * 


Tue method of preparing this commodity is to take away the ftringy part; then 
to mix it with falt well cleaned and made into brine; when it is drained from the 
oily parts and prefled, it becomes of fuch a confiftency as to-keep two or three 
years. The grain is of a darkith grey colour, almoft as big as a pepper Corn, and 
cuts tranfparent. In the winter it is fent frefh to all parts of the empire, and is 
much efteemed by the natives as’ well as foreigners, being well known to partake 
of the nature of oyfters. There is alfo a large quantity made for exportation, 
which is confumed in rTaty and by the chriftians in the Levant. The ARMENI- 
‘ans have the fkill of preparing it beft, and ufually make above fix thoufand poods 
-every * year. In 1749 they brought twenty thoufand poods to market. 


Havine 


® Roe of flurgeon and belluga, the RUSSIANS call it rz@Ra, * About one hundred tuns. 
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Havine thus given a fhort account of the vonea, and being ready to launch 
out into the caspian, I think it will be proper to introduce a more particular de- 
dcription of that fea, befides what has been already given concerning BALKHAN. 
But as this is a province which properly belongs to a feaman, I muft refer my reader 
to the following extracts of captain woopRoore’s journal, from his firft entering 
on that navigation. : 


eee 
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Extratis of captain woovroore’s journal, from his fetting out from asTRACHAN 
in june 1742, on bis firft voyage on the CASPIAN. 


J UNE the 2oth, 1742, upon our entrance into the caspran fea, we met 
§ with hard gales of foutherly winds, attended with a very hollow fea, and foon 
loft our great launch from the ftern. The day following we hauled up to the 
eaftward, on account of the rocks lying between sweror and zexot iflands ; fome 
of thefé run a mile to the eaftward, and there is a very large one two miles eaft 
of sweror, Here we faw feveral breakers, which we took to be rocks under 
water. The fafeft way is to avoid zeLor, the land being low and the weather 
generally hazy : and it is not difcernible above two leagues even in clear weather. 


us 
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““ Junz the 27th, for feveral days we had light wefterly and fouth weft winds, 
with a ftrong current, which fruftrated our endeavours to reach ENZELLEE, 
Our water running low we made the fouth fhore, and came to an anchor in ten 
fathom, when we difcovered a town from the maft-head. ‘The fhore for many 
miles has the appearance of a very pleafant and fertile country, agreeably 
checkered with groves, paftures, and arable lands. At the extent of this land- 
{kip is a ridge of high mountains, extending from eaft to weft, behind which 
the peek pzMoan rifes far above the reft. We immediately hoifted out our 
boat, and having rowed three leagues to the eaftward, we landed near the town 
“* Of MESCHEDIZAR, ; 


ann new nan 
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“© Flere an hundred men under arms prefented themfelves, and without any 
ceremony dragged our boat to fhore, fignifying that we were their prifoners, 
Among this troop there were three who had the appearance of officers, but 
feemed to preferve no kind of difcipline. They ftood for near an hour. at bay, 
refting on their arms, and laughing very loud, At length a perfon came whom 
they treated with great deference; he was attended by feveral others of good 
figure, and among the reft by a Russian interpreter. 
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“* Turs perfon demanded in very civil terms;who T was, and what I wanted, 
T informed him that I had a cargo of goods for the encuisH factory at RESHD, 
in whofe tervice 1 was employed ; that my hip was at anchor three leagues to the 

* eaftward, 


a 


‘ 
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eattward, and that contrary winds and want of water had eccafioned my coming 


‘on fhore. He replied, that the cafe might poffibly be as I reprefented it, but 


as the coaft was very much expofed to the depredations of pirates, he muft be 
fatisfed in a circumftance which could not but appear fufpicious ; adding, that 
to be convinced of our innocence, he would difpatch a meflenger to inquire 
aiter our veffel: In the mean time he defired me to fit down by him on the fand, 
affuring me that I had nothing to fear. He invited me alfo to fup with him, 
and at my requeft ordered a proper guard over the boat, with provifions for 
the fallors.* We had hardly reached his houfe when the fervant arrived with 
the ews of the fhip, with which he was very well pleafed. When we had 
finifhed our repaft, he made un apology for what had happened, informing me 
that MAHOMED KHAN the governor of the province, had iffued out orders to all 
thesvillages along the fea-coafl, to detain every ftrange boat that fhould come 
on fhore, and fend the commander of it to him 5 for which reafon I muft go with 
him the next day to BatrrusH, the metropolis of this province. 


« Earzy the next morning horfes were brought to the door, and three fervants 
attended us on foot to BALFRUSH. The governor had heard of my arrival, 
and being wel! acquainted with our faétory in ResHD, entertained me with 4 
very handfon:e dinner, and gave me a paffpert to procure affiftance in all other 
parts of that coait fubject to his authority. As a further proof of his good will, 
he ordered the calentar 6 furnifh us with water from certain choice fprings, . 
and with all the provifions I wanted; and if I had no pers:an money, he de- 
fired him to take my bills upon the factors atresub. After thefe civilities he 
wifhed mea good voyage, and I took my leave. 


“ Berween this city and mescueptzar, which ate diftaht from ‘ach othet 


« about twelve thiles, is a pleafant country. The people are well limbed, robuft, 


and ative, particularly in wreftling, running, and other fuch ‘exercifes. At 
MESCHEDIZzAR there is a little market.for fruit, fuch as mufk-melons and water- 
melons, apples, pears, and plums, very choice raifins, rice, brown and loaf 
fugar, which they make here and at saLFRuSH. The loaf fugar is bad, and 
when diffolved produces a greafy fcum ; but the raw brown fugar, though of a 
very dark colour, is of a firm grain and not difagreeable. The inhabitants uie 
a liquid called dufhab, made from the juice of grapes, with which they fweeten 
theit water and rice. They have alfo comfits of lemon peel and lime; likewifé 
ginger, citrons and almonds, chiefly candied and preferved with brown fugar. 
Provifions were fo cheap, that a good fheep coft only about four fhillings ; they 
have cheefe and butter, but the firft is very bad, and the lait of too fweet a flavor. 


“© Tere is a fmall river that rufis into the fea, by which they carry on a trade 
to cHILaN, chiefly confifting of raw cotton, callicoes, and earthen ware; 
thefe goods are brought to their market by the peafants ‘on affes and cows, and 
in bad weather are carried the fame way into cHrLan, but in fummer they 
are conveyed by water in flat bottomed veffels. The szacn of the fea is driven. 
up in ‘this place ro a great height, and behind it are lakes of flagnant, brackifh 
water, and marfhy woody land. The furf, which had hindered our getting off, 

: ‘© being 
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“ being now abated, we Iaunched our boat from the fhore, with her loading of 
“* frefh water, which came aboard very feafonably. After our return from mks- 
** CHEDIZAR we difcovered FINICANAR, another {mall village near the fea fide 
“ here we put afhore, and filled our cafks with excellent water, having firft pro- 
** duced the certificate which MaHoMMED KHAN had given us, to which the vil- 
‘* lagers paid fo much regard, as to refufe the money we offered them for their 
“ affiftance. P 


“ Frnrcanar is fituated in the midft of a wood, on a little river which formerly 
“ difcharged itfelf into the fea, but now the mouth of it is ftopped up 3; upon 
** which occafion they tell a remarkable ftory. About eight years ago a great 
“* party of Russtan and TuRKuUMaN pirates having ftolen a large veffel from the 
* entrance of the vonca, put into this river with a defign to plunder all the vil- 
“* lages upon it. They had with them fix pieces of fmall cannon, and a confide- 
** rable quantity of ammunition, intending to fortify themfelves here, and etta- 
‘* blifh a rendezvous. The inhabitants having fufpicion of their intentions, aban- 
*« doned rinican ar, ‘and alarming their neighbours came down undifcovered, and 
** filled wp the mouth of the river with trees and fand; men, women and chil- 
‘* dren exerting themfelves in this common danger. The pirates were plundering 
“* at difcretion, fearlefs of furprize; when the PERSIAN peafants muftering all 
“* their ftrength attacked them. Some of the pirates were killed, others taken, 
“* and the refit made the beft of their way down the river, expecting to recover 
“* their veffel ; but they foon found their miftake, and nothing remained but to 
** furrender themfelves. The russtans were pardoned upon entering into the 
“* peRSIAN fervice; but the ruRKUMANS, being old offenders, were cut to pieces. 
“* The veffel ftill lies at the mouth of the river, and the dam is become a frm 
‘* beach, which defends the brave cottagers from the like invafion, tho’ it has 
“* ruined their: river. : 
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Captain woovRoore’s journal continued, from july 1742, to june 17435. with Ibe 
feveral remarkable occurrences till bis voyage {0 BALKHAN. 


ee T HE 5th of July we departed from Finicawar for GuILAN, but our voy- 

age was much retarded by light wefterly breezes, and a ftrong current. 
** We found the foundings along the coaft very gradual and regular, The wind 
‘* continuing contrary we put into Lancaroop bay. Ina cove * to the weftward 
** we difcovered a veffel at anchor; upon which we ran into feven fathom water, 
“* came to an anchor, and difpatched our letters to RESHD. 


“ THe 
» Lancaroop cove. - 
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The 13th, alight breeze {pringing up, at eaft fouth eaft, we weighed, and 
«© the next day came to an anchor in ENzELLE road, A. fcant of water on the bar 
* obliged us to unload our cargo, which was carried tO. PERIBAZAR iN PERSIAN 
«< Boats, and from thence by land to ngswp: There is a river running from pext- 
BAZAR tO RESHD, but it is-fo drained by the multiplicity of channels to convey 
“ water co their rice grounds, as renders ir unnavigable. This is an open road, 
intirely expofed to the north. ‘The winds being light and veerable favored us 
« yery much, but a hollow northern fwell, with a ftrong eaftern current, ren- 
« dered it both difagreeable and dangerous. “The inlet from ENZELLE road to 
ENZELLE fora mile and half has the appearance of a river, but afterwards it 
opens into a lake of about. three leagues extent, where the russtan veflels lie ; 
and from whence a narrow river runs about two miles further to PERIRAZAR : 
“ the courfe acrofs the lake is fouth eaft by fouth half fouth. The 28th, our 
“* cargo being all landed, we were taken into the fervice of the PERSIAN govern- 
ment to carry rice to DERBEND for the army, where the sHa was then in perfon, 
endeavouring to reduce the LESGEE TARTARS. 


‘ 
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“© “Waits we were taking in our lading from the magazine at peripazar, I made 
« fome obfervations on the pzasran mannet of {hip building. The major part 
“ of their vefiels are built by Russian différters,. who meet with encouragement 
“ from the prrstans. ‘They are made of elm, which«a in this province ; 
“* their fails are of cotton, their cables of flax, and fome, oi “tie bank .of trees. 
“ Tn fair weather they hoift a large fquare fail, two parts laced together; and when 
« it blows a little they come to anchor clofe in fhare, not chufing to be farther out 
«+ than two fathoms water. ‘If it blows hard they let their vefiél run with her 
« broad fide afhore, and endeavour to keep her there moor’d: by the itumps of 
trees, which are found in abundance on this coaft. In order. to heave them off” 
“again, they carry fpars, but they. are often obliged to unload them, and are’ 
“ frequently wrecked. To fupply their want of anchors, they ufe crooked . pieces 
“* of iron, with ftones tied to them. . There are fome larger veffels built after the 
« ancient. manner, of thirty or forty tuns, which are called fandalls'y their beams 
“© are dovetail’d through the fide in tiers, and a row in every three feet; by which 
<< means thefe vefléls are divided into partitions, which are made tight, fo as to 
“ confine any leak, and prevent its communication with the reit of the fhip. 
“© They are moftly caulked with cotton, the infide as-awell as the out; the feams 
“ are filled as full as poffible when they are firft built ; and to fecure them the more 
effe€tually, they cover them with canvafs well tarred, and lay battins over ic 
“ every three or four inches, ftapling them faft with a kind of crooked nail. This. 
method keeps them dry during four or five years, after whieh they are generally 
broke up as ulelels. Their kiryiems.* are in the greateft ule and efteem, 
though they feldom venture with any of them farther than MEscHEDIZaAR for 
raw cotto::, oats, and earthen ware: or eaftward to paxu, where they carsy 
*S rice, and return with rock falt, faffron, and NapTHa. 
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‘© AvucusT 
A fall village on the weft point of the land. & Small boats fo called. 
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“ Aucusr the 2gth, the russran conful at resp appeared very jealous, and db- 
“ liged our russran feamen to fign papers, without their knowing the contents, 
‘* This morning when we weighed for DERBEND, we faw a RUSSIAN vefiel ftranded, 
‘© We arrived there in twelve days, but a Breat furf on the beach detained us on 
“* board till the rath of feptember ; we then went on fhore to make a report of our 
“* cargo, and were ordered by wussein ar BEG the chief receiver of ‘Provifions, 
“* to take all favorable Opportunities to land it. The russian and ARMENIAN 
““ merchants were much offended at our fhip’s being employed by the PERSIANS, 
“ as it interfered with their intereft; and.the confyl threatened to complain of our 
** conduct to the court of russra. 


“ SEPTEMBER the 17th, the furf on the beach decteafing, I went on fhore in 
** fearch of a proper place to Jand the cargo. The receiver Hussetn art BEG, 
“* with the RussIAN fecretary, the interpreter, and feveral perfons of diftinSion on 
“* horfeback, where juft then arrived at the water fide. A running footman ap- 
“* proached, and made figns te-me to come to his mafter. { imagined he had 
“© fome ordets-to communicate *with relation to our lading, but, to my infinite 
“ furprize, I no fooner drew near than they began to beat me with fticks in a moft 
** unmerciful manner, without alledging the leaft reafon for fuch behaviour, After 
“* they had knocked me down upon the beach, a fellow fat on my head, fqueez- 
‘* ing my face into the fand, fo that I was almoft fuffocated whilft two men conti- 
“* nued to beat me on the back, till I was quite deprived of fenfe. and motion. 
‘* They then fuffered one of our men to carry me off, not without two or three 
“* violent blows on the head, which brought on 4 great effufion of blood. After 
“* this act of barbarity, it was obferved that the russian interpreter made a low 
** bow to the receiver, who being now informed that I was not a RUSSIAN fubject, 
‘© and confcious of his temerity, rode down to our boat and begged pardon’ for 
“ the injury he had done me. "I was carried on board {pitting blood, and remained 
“* two months very little capable of difcharging my duty, Captain eLron, who 
** now commanded the fhip, difpatched his interpreter to the camp, to follicit 
“his own affairs, and at the fame time to complain of the ill treatment I had 
‘© received, 


** SepTemper the 30th, having difcliarged our cargo we failed for LaNGAROOD 
** road, which we reached in nine days, ‘and began to load again with rice for 
“°DERBEND. After thipping our  fecend cargo, and being tolerably recovered of 
** my bruifes, I went to rupizar, a village about fourteen miles from LANGA~ 
** ROOD cove, in order to vidtual the thip for her voyage... Here we met with very 
“* civil treatment, but whether it was becaufe we were chriftians, or for fome other 
‘* reafon, they would not admit.us into their houfes, fo that we were obliged to 
“* fleep in the market place : however they dreft viduals for us, and in all other 
‘* refpects were very obliging. In the evening we heard the found of mufic, the 
“* oceafion of which was a wedding. The bride, the eldeft of the couple, was bur 
** twelve years old, being married thus prematurely to prevent her being taken 
S* away without marriage, 
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«© Decemper the 7th, after a very bad paffage, in which we loft our beft 


& "bower anchor, we arrived once more in DERBEND road. A great furf on 


. 6. Flusszin ALI BEG was immediately fent for from DERBEND, and deprived not “~ 


the beach detained us three nights on fhore, where we found every thing 
very naked and uncomfortable. The houfes were without beds or furniture, 
and fuel was fo fcarce as to be fold for the value of three pence the pound. Here 
we found captain ELTON’s interpreter returned from the camp of NADIR SHAH, 
who was about ten leagues to the north of this place. He had _reprefent- 
ed my ill treatment to ALI KOULI KHAN the king’s nephew, who together 
with MUSTAPHA KHAN, the next in precedence, made a report of the affair 
to the SHAH. 


only of his poft, but likewife of all his effeéts, even to his cloaths; and he re- 
ceived moreover at the picquet three hundred blows on his feet and back: in this 


- deep difgrace he was ordered to-return to DERBEND. Here he came to me, and 


throwing himfelf on his knees, begged I would ceafe from complaining, and as 
he had. nothing left but-his life, that I would.not purfue him to deftruction. 
He confefléd that -he was fatally mifled: by theRusssan fecretary, who under 
pene, of my being a fubjet of russta;"and of having committed an offence, 
ad defired him to treat me in that eruél manner. . This excufe induced att 
KOULE KHAN to fave his life, and in a great meafure turfied :the edge of my re- 
fentment againft thofe execrable wretches who had been the ewaft of his. commit- 
ting fuch an aé of inhumanity. 


«“ Tue fucceffor of wuSSEIN ALI BEG WaS AGA NABIE, a Courteous perfon, who, 
either through refpect or fear, fhewed himfelf very induftrious in his new 
employment, and ready to give us all the affiftance in his power. Before 
we could land our cargo, a hard gale of wind came on at north north eaft, 
which foon broke our fheet anchor, and drove us near the fhore : in this ex- 
tremity. we were afraid to truft our fhip and lives to the only anchor we had 
left, but cutting the theét cable at the windlafs, with great difficulry we wore 
the fhip with the forefail and foreftayfail,. and clearec, the breakers. We then 
{tretched off to fea, with a double réef’d. mainfail, - which foon fplit; bur 
having a pretty good offing we furled the forefail, and: lay to under a mainftay- 
fail. In two days the gale abated, and the wind @oming round to the fouth- 
ward, we returned toe an anchor in the road. In our abfence two RUSSIAN 
veffels were ftranded, 


“Nor liking fo precarious a fituation, we immediately loaded our long-boat 
with rice; but unfortunately the water being lower than ufual, the boat deep 
Jaden, and the fea running high, the ftruck againft a rock that lay under water, 
and ftarted one of her bottom planks. With great difficulty, by the help of near 
an hundred pErsiaNs and RUSSIANS, We got out the rice, and hauled her up on 
thore. In the mean while the interpreter returned from the camp, and informed 
us that captain EL‘Ton had received fingular honors from wapir san. About, 
midnight we were attacked by a gang of LESGEE robbers: but by the help of 
cur arms, we repulfed them without any lofs. The next night thefe villains 

5 “ made 


Chap. XXUI RELATING TO THE CASPIAN SEA. tor 


«« made a fecond attack upon our tents, in hopes of the booty they had before mif- 
¢ fed. One of our Russian failors upon watch called to them in the TuaK1sH 
“* language, and receiving no anfwer, fired at them; the reft.of the people fying 
© to their arms, a fkirmith enfued, but no lofs was fuftained.on our fide. Thefe 
© were roving TARTARS, who had left their horfes on the outfide of the north 
© wall, and crept through a hole under the baftions. The next day we traced 
“* them by their blood along the fnow to a confiderable diftance. To prevent any 
‘ future attack, we acquainted the governor of what had befallen us, who pro- 
mifed to order a patrol of fifty horie to guard the walls during our continuance 
in that place. i : 


nA na 


noe 


“ January the rsth 1743, captain ELTon returned from the camp meta- 
morphofed into a compleat prsstan, being drefled in a coat of honor, a fath, and 
** acap, which were prefented to him by the sHau.- In his-turbant he wore a {mall . 
roll of paper, containing the decree in which the honors granted him wete ex- 
prefied ; it being the. pEasian-cuftom to wear the marks of the prince’s .favor 
in the moft:confpicuous manner. Mr. Exton alfo received a prefent of five 
hundred crowns, and his interpreter one hundred. As a farther proof of. this 
*© monarch’s good will towards us, a fevere piece of juftice was executed on HuUS- 
SEIN ALI BEG: he was brought to the water-fide, where his noftrils were flit, 
and his ears cut off; in this condition he was ordered to watch under the gal- 
lows near the fhore, as long as we fhould continue there. : 


nna 


* 


ea ae 
ARR 


“« Tue Russian fecretary was likewife mortified, by being obliged to afk 
pardon for his cruelty. Accordingly he difpatched his fervant with a pre-» 
fent of fruit and wine for captain ELTON; and at the fame time defired to 
be permitted to come on board to beg forgivenefs for the injuries he had done 
us: but we faved him the trouble by weighing anchor before the meffénger 
could return. 


aon 
aOR 


as 


« Fepruary the 1ft, we weighed for paxu; anda hard gale coming on, we 
“* loft our yawl from. the ftern.. The 6th, we haul’d round zzxo1 ifland for 
“ paxu bay: but the nights being dark, and the wind blowing dire@tly off thore, 
“ we were obliged to come:to. aa. anchor in nine fathom water, within two miles 
of the fhore, and yet could not difeern the land, the weather being hazy.. Hard 
*¢ gales of north eafterly winds drove’ us into forty-five fathoms water, where’ 
a great fea obliged us to cut away the cable at the windlafs before we could wear 
** the fhip: then we bore away for Lancaroop, and happily weathered our the 
“« ftorm. The 12th, we anchored ia Lanearcop road, where we lay three days 
without the bar in no fmall danger; when a-favourable wind and fmooth water 
gave us an opportunity of running into the cove. “Here we were to refit againft 
the fpring, in order to carry filk from REsHD to asrRacHAN. In the mean 
while I furveyed nanGaRogD cove and river, and the coaft to the northward as 
far asthe river ser1zT ROOD, along the bottom of the bay. 


. 


a 
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“ Marcu the 25th, we left this place, but did not reach verxre road rill the 
«© 28th of april; our paffage. having been obftruéted by a great drift cr :ce on 
“ the Russian coaft. Here we performed fourteen days qu:rantine, then 
failed up to aSTRACHAN, where we faluted the governor with jeven guns. 
Whilft I had been refitting at LaNGAROOD, captain ELTON went to MAZANDE- 
RAN, accompanied by a PERsian officer. At their return they took my fhip 
carpenter and detained him on fhore; a circumftance which excived the jealouly 
of the russians. I delivered a prefent to the governor, confifting of oranges 
and lemons, with feveral forts of dried fruit, and fx Karpoys* of IsrFAHAN 
wine; all which were immediately difpatched to court. I received orders to 
careen my fhip, and forthwith to return to GuiLan with the ENcLIsH goods 
“¢ which were arrived here. 





“ 
“ 
“ 
sc 
“ 
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“ Tur 31ft of may we weighed anchor, and on the 17th of june arrived in 
ENZELLEE road, where we unloaded our cargo. Here I found captain E:ton, 
who acquainted me that the saan had ordered a furvey of the fouth eaft parts 
of the caspian fea.” , 


“cc 
“ee 


“ 


_ Tue furvey here alluded to by captain wooproorz was the difcovery of BALK- 

wan, of which I have already acquainted my reader. I fhall.now proceed to give 
fome account concerning the caspyan fea in general, partly from ‘my. own obfer- 
vation, and partly from the relation of others who had the fame opportunity as 
anyfelf, and were more accurate judges in regard to this matter. 





C H A P. XXIV. 


An Account of the rifing and falling of tbe caspian fea. 


HEN the russtans firft navigated the caspran, which is fuppofed to 
have been about the year 1556, they found only five feet water for 
near nine leagues to the fouth and fouth eaft of cuETIRIE BOGORIE. PrreR 
the crear in his expedition againft persia in 1722, in the fame diftance found 
only fix feet water, infomuch that he was obliged to fend his fleet of fmall veffels to 
fome diftance to take in their ftores. Near cHETIRIE BOGORIE there is now twelve 


foot water; here it begins to be falt, as in the body of the fea, and not frefh, as 
fome have imagined, 


I wever could difcover that this fea abounds in fith; though captain woopRoore 
mentions that he had feen a few fturgeons off the ifland roczzna. As to what is 
recorded in ancient ftory concerning the monftrous fith of the caspian, I imagine 

it 


* A PERSIAN meafure, 
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it to be*fabulous. The voica and the yarix indeed’ are. well: known to be im- 
menfely rich in ith; and it is faid that there is great plenty of. herrings, falmon, 
and fturgeon in SISLAR river and the KuRA. wee 


years very confiderably, and: made great. inroads‘ on the Russran fide for about 
twenty werfts between the mouth of the vorca and ASTRACHAN, both on the 
eaft and weft fide of the great channel of this river. This has rendered’ the ad- 
Jacent country extremely marfhy. Nor has this fea been More indulgent to the 

- PERStANS, for it is confidently faid that in the beginning of this century the land 
for about eight ENcLIsH miles on the fide of LANGAROOD river was dry, and well 
inhabited. “This I the more readily believe, as the tops of fome houles are yet 
feen where the water js feveral feet deep. - The fame thing is reported of AsTRA« 
BAD, where the inhabitants affirm that within thefe fifty ‘years the bay was ford- 
able by affes, and now. there is two fathoms water. Captain wooproore heard the 
fame alfo- at BALKHAN, “fo that it is no ways to be doubted that the great rivers 
VOLGA, YAEIK, IAMBA, SAMBUR, KURA, SEFIET Roop, and others of Jef note, 
have emptied immenfe quantities of water, which the fun has not exhaled: and this 
alarms the inhabitants round the coaft, 


Tue RUSSIANS affirm, that in the lake K ARABOOGASKoy to the northward of 
BaLKHAN, there is a fubterraneous paffage, which has fucked in the boats -that-ar-. 
tempted the difcovery ; but this account is flatly denied by the ocurt Joy iflanders, 
who ferved captain wooproore as pilots, and affured him that the deepeft part is 
but eight fathoms. The lake is.almoft round, and near eight leagues over, ahd as 
it abounds with excellent fifh, they conftantly keep two boats employed, confe- 
quently they may well be fuppofed to know every part of it. 


THERE is a tradition that the waters of the casp1an rife for thirty years, and 
for the fucceeding thirey fall off again; but neither can this account be recon- 
tiled. It feems to me thatthe fame law. of nature, which produces a continual 


change of this part of matter, by.-exhaling it in vapours, -which form rain, ._ 


hail, and fhow, not only to refrethy ‘the? earth, but: to fupply the fprings of ri- 
vers, muft difpofe of thefe. waters here inthe famé manner... It: feems likewife 
that as this MepiTeRRANzAn lake is the grand refervoir of the vaft rivers, moun- 
tains, and tracts of land by which it is furrounded, it is alfo the refervoir from 
which thefe traéts are watered; and from whence the rivers-that fall into it are 
fupplied. ae me 

Docror Hattry, I am told, has proved by very nice. experiments and calcu- 
lations, that the vapour arifing from the fea is more than fufficient to fupply all 
the rivers that flow ‘into it. And it is not improbable, that the reafon why the 
Waters of the caspran are rifen higher now than in the time of peTER the GREAT, 
is, that there have been more moderate fummers fince his time than before; by 
which means a leis quantity of water has been exhaled, 
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“Ture are a great number of rivers and rivulets which run into this fea, tha 
are not laid down in the map (chap. XX.) and alfo many towns and villages’ 
particularly on the weftern coaft, which are likewife not mentioned, being thought 
immaterial; and the more fo as the land-chart of the coaft of the caspran, which 

ig introduced in the beginning of the fourth part, contains a more exact account of 
them, according to the prefent ftate of the country, than perhaps any map extant, 
as I fhall have occafion to mention more fully hereafter. 


CHAP, 
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PART I.” 


The AUTHOR’s VOYAGE from ASTRACHAN 
toPERSIA; 


witTtuH 


The SEVERAL ADVENTURES that befel him during his ftay 
in that couNTR Y, 


CHAP. XXV. 


The author's voyage from aSTRACHAN to PERSIA, iis arrival at LANGAROOD. Ré- 
marks on building foips on the caspyan. He continues bis voyage to ASTRABAD bay, 
with an intent to proceed to MEscuEn ; and writes to Mr. ELTON to diffvade him 
from bis military enterprizes. 


EF is now time to refume my own narration, which captain WoopRooFr’s journal, 
and the account of the caspian, have fo long interrupted. The roth of no- 
vember 1743, the hundred bales of raw filk were fent up the voica from verxre 
fo ASTRACHAN, and'I impatiently expected the arrival of My EUROPEAN Caravan, 
which accordingly was brought aboard on the 12th. The carriers had been fo info. 
lent, under the direction of a man not much higher in rank than themfelves, that 
he was obliged to procure feme.cossacks to attend himtozaritzen. ‘The meafures 
I had happily purfued to bring this.caravan in time for the feafon, proved effectual, 
whilft the other which I mentioned:to have fet outa week earlier, was frozen up 
in the vorea, and not brought to marker till the next fpring. 


THe governor of asTRACHAN being alarmed at ELron’s proceedings, and find- 
ing that this new trade began to grow offenfive to his court, thought proper to put 
captain woopRoore’s fhip under the fame reftri@ions as thole of the RUSSIAN mer- 
chants. In order to prevent Jealoufy, and comply with the russtan regulations, 
we had already given an accotint in asTRACHAN of all.the fhip’s ftores; and there 
only we thought ourfélves accountable: but it was now demanded of me to give 
alfo an account of ‘thofe ftores to the conful in GHILAN, and likewile a written ob- 
ligation, that no srivisH feaman fhould go into the sHaun’s fervice, or give any 
initructions to his fubjeéts. By this means we fhould be liable to be arrefted at the 
pleafure of a russran_conful, though out of the Russtaw dominions. But 2s 
things were thus circumftanced, and as an order had-been fene down to verxKie not 
to fuffer the fhip to depart without this obligation from me; I refolved to fign it: 

Vou. I. P which 
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which I did however. in the following terms. “ With a proteft that I will not be 

« aecountable cither in ny perfon or eftate, any longer, than I fhall voluntarily re- . 
“© main in PERSIA, Of at ASTRACHAN ; and no farther than is confiftent with the 
“ conditions of the treaty of commerce fubfifting between the crowns of GREAT 

« prirain and russra; becaufe I conceive from the contents of the faid treaty, 

¢ that I am not fubjeét or accountable to any RUSSIAN conful or minifter, in’ any 

« place out of the dominions of her imperial majefty. 


I nap no conception how we could carry on a trade under fuch conditions. It - 
was indeed our duty as merchants, to fupport a good underftanding with the rus- 
SIANS in PERSIA, as far as confifteng with the freedom effential to the fupport of 
our own intereft ; but beyond this was in effect to give up our commerce. The © 


“truth is, the Russtans about ten years before had evacuted Guinan, and as they 


were the only navigators of the casp1an, their merchants were jealous of enjoy- 
ing any privileges independant of the RussIAN jurifdition: befides, they had ac- 
quired great influence in cu1Lan during the confuled ftate of affairs under Naprr’s. 
ufurpation ; and upon the whole it appeared very plain to me, that the BRITISH 
CASPIAN trade in general was entirely againft the inclinations of the RUSSIANS, 
Martrers being thus accommodated with the governor of asrracuan, I only 
waited for a fair wind, which I was the more anxious about, fearing that fome frefh. 
difficulty might arife from the alarms which ELTon’s undertaking had given in Rus~- 
sta. “For though I covered over the wound for the prefent, yet it was not pofli-- 
ble for me to heal it; efpecially as it broke out afrefh: apon every livtle inciderit.. + — 


Tana gth of november, after fo thahy days expeCtation I concluded that the wine 


and water would favour us at lait; but J had not entertained the leaft fufpicion of. 
being arrefted by the winter: but we had inceffant cold winds for feveral days ‘from 
the north weft, to fuch a degree.that we were at length frozen up. This was.a. fez 
vere ftroke which I was not prepared for, but there was no remedy : I*turned my. . 
thoughts therefore how to act, fuppofing my voyage had been prevented; for the 
mafter of the fhip faid it was uncertain whether we fhculd be able to get away. 
that year ; butthe next day, to my great joy, the ice broke up by-the rifing of the 


water, which at the fame time brought a depth of nine fect on the bar.” 


o * 


Tre 22d, we got out to fea with a fair wind; the 29th, we were becalmed*: 
about ten leagues trom the fouth weft bottom. The ftupendéus mountains which, , 
appeared from thence ftruck: me with great forprize; tor although they were at. 
a great diftance, yet their magnitude far exceeded any thing I had -ever feen in, 
EUROPE, = 2 ea 
“ ‘Tur 3d of december I arrived in rancanoop bay. The mafier of ‘the fhip in-.. 
formed me that Mr. ELTcN. was removed from RESHD tO LANGAROOD, to attend , 
the maritime affairs in which he had engaged himéelf: I fent to acquaint him of 
my arrival; upon which he came on board, and conducting me afhore, gave me as , 
polite a reception as the jealoufy which it was natural for him to entertain of me, .. 
would permit. I delivered to him a pair of piftols of, exquifite workmanfhip,... 

: : “8 Ve mounted, 


Chap. XXV. TO PERSIA. 107 
mounted with gold, and fome other curious things which he had wrote for-at the 
defire of aL KouLI KHAN the sHan’s nephew. Mr. Evron was Slicitous of cul--. 
tivating a gcod correfpondence with this perfon, apprehending that he would 
‘be.one day king, which really happened four years afterwards, ; 


_ Mr. evron’s habitation at Lancaroop was about eight encurgu miles froct the 
‘fhore, in the midft of a wood furrounded with marfhes, where the roads were hardly 
practicable. It ftood near the foot of a lofty mountain open only to the'fea; this in- 
tercepted the paffage of the’air, and rendered the place extremeiy unwholfome. . As 
GHILAN is generaily-efteemed the-fink of persta, fo LANG AROOp is confidered as the 
fink of GHiLAN *, But as this was the rainy feafon of the year, which rendered all 
parts equally moift, we were not fenfible of any particular inconvenience." 4 {pent 
“ feven days with this gentleman, during which interval we difcourfed largely in rela- 
ion to the.caspran trade. We had many pleafing defigns for the improvement of 
it; but in general the profpect was gloomy. : 


“Napir sau had for fome time formed.a defign of building hips on the c.as- 
“vYAN 3 to this he was induced not only by the unfettled ftate of his country; bur alfo 
by a particular inclination of conquering the Lescee TaRTaRS, thofe brave moun- 
taineers who had hitherto withftood. the numerous forces of persta.. He Jaw 
plainly that ic would be impoffible to fupport an army in that quarter without a fo- 
reign fupply of provifions, which muft neceffarily be brought to him by fea; and 
he could not be ignorant of the inconfiftency of demanding thips of the Russtans, 
whofe intereft it was to affift rather than to opprefs the LescExs, their mountains be- 
ing fo fecure a barrier tonussia. The ruRKUMAN TARTARS on the eaftern coait 
chad by frequent incurfions excited the saan’s refentment; but their fandy and in- 
hofpitable country could be attempted only. by water. “The ambition of fharing’ 
the trade and fovereignity of the caspian might alfo be a concurring inducement. 
“This however is certain, that by his embaffadors whom he had fent a few years be- 
“ fore into russia, he demanded fhip-carpenters of that court. The -anfwer was, 
that the emprefs had no other carpenters than foreigners, who had contra@ed to 
ferve the government in Russia, therefore fhe had no authority to fend them to 
aky other country. 


| ~Inpegp the Persians now imagined, that Mr. Eton didnot really intend ts bu'ld 
fhips, but only to amuie- the snan for the accomplifhment of forne particular defign. 
But gLrow was very ouch in-earneft, and proved himlelf capable of furmounting 
the greateft dificulties. It is eafy to conceive that the PERsian3, already groaniny 
- under oppreffions, would be extremely relugtant in fubmitting to an additional bur- 
then of taxes, in regard to maritime affairs, of which they were intirely ignorant. 
The peafants were not only obliged to labour, but to furnith materials. Many were 
compelled to.leave the cultivation of their rice and fi k, which was familiar to them, 
in order to undertake this. laborious employment. This induced numib-+s to run away 
almofl as foon as they were brought to the new thip-yard; to which they were the’ 
more tempted, as the indifcretion of féverat of the persian officers was often the oc- 
cafion of their being left without provifiors. . The punithment ordinarily inficted 
-on thefe poor wretches, was to be nailed by the ear to the Rern-pof of afhip, and 
“Pa ; “7 atter 
* Tals charaGer alludes to the low mar thy parts-of it. 
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after they had {food fome hours, a motion being at them with a battle-ax, they 
drew back their heads, and tore open the wound,.. 


Mr. Exton had found goed-timber. in GittLan_and..the adjaeent provinces ; but 
the badnefs of the roads “made it hardly practicable ‘to bring it to the fpot. In 
MAZANDARAN there is iron ore; but they had no anchow-fmiths ; Mr. evron. 
was therefore obliged to fith for the anchors which the russians during a courfe of 
years had lofton the coaft. Sail-cloth. he made of cotton, and cordage of flax ; but 
his greateft want was that of carpenters. He had indeed collected afew inp1ans, with 
fome Russian renegadoes, and had on€ ENGuisn fhip-carpenter, whom he had in- 
veigled to leave captain woopRoore’s fhip. _ Thus he contended with numerous and 
almoft infuperable difficulties; but his. fpirit was equal to the moft arduous enterprize. 


I rounp him however labouring under fome anxious thoughts, which, I.con- 
cludéd, arofe from his circumftances at that time. I epee my fears of the 
confequences of his engagement; and though I did not then enter into them fo 


deeply as afterwards ; yet I pointed out many capital inconveniencés which I ap- 
prehended. — x 


Ir is no wonder that a man .of an enterprizing: genius fhould expe& to derive 
honour and reputation fram. the favor: of a prince: and:ités:-a:well. known property 
of ambition to defpife difficulties in purfuit of a favorite-Otyedtis: Te-was ealy 
to perceive the growing joy in Mr. Exron’s breaft; buc whatever he might 
imagine, the more intelligent PERstans looked on themfelves as happy, in pro- 
portion to their obfcurity and diftance from the fovereign ; and, on the other hand, 
they rated their mifery according as neceffity. obliged them: to. feek. their bread, and 
the precarious tenure of life, under a tyrant and ufurper. 


‘Tue accounts of travellers are full of the ingratitude and difregard, ‘which the 
PERSIAN kings have always fhewn to nuRoPEAN chriftians, whom they confider 
as idolaters and unclean. To depend on the fmiles even of a lawful king in persia 
is a fituation by no means defirable ; but under fo oppreffive an ufurper as NapiR, 
was extremély precarious. 1° wiftied hewever, for Mr. euroy's fake, that all. 
might go well; and what we wifh #we aré fometimes apt to believe, even againft 
general experience. I was the more eafily deceived, into. a perfuafion that the 
RUSSIAN jealoufy might fubfide,; Mr. xiton having reprefented his own conduct 
as fubfervient to the promotion of our new trade. 


Tue reader muft have already obferved, that one great inducement to open the 
caspian trade, was the hopes of eftablifhing a new branch from ssTraBap to. 
MESCHED, from whence Mr. eLTon conceived it practicable, to extend it to thanorth- 
ern cities of the MoGHoL’s empire. It now fell to my lot to attempt the execution 
of this defign. I had brought with me the value of five thoufand pounds in woollen 
goods, for which I found there was no market in Guinan, confequently my pre- 
fence there would be of little or no_ufe. My curiofity therefore, which indeed 
was one defign of my journey, induced me to go farther. Though Mr. rLton 
had already procured the sHan’s exprefs decree, ordering that fafe conduct fhould 
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be given us where ever we might happen to travel within, Kis dominions; fill I 
was fo far alarmed by the viciniey of the ruRKUMAN TARTARS tO ASTRABAD, that 
T did not chufe to venture till I had made the ftricteft inquiry ; the refule of which 
was this, that the country was full of foliiers, and Y might Have what guard I 
pleafed, in cafe of danger. : ae 


Tue tempeftuous weather which had detained me for fome’ days now abating, 
the roth of december I took ‘leave of Mr. Exton, and went down the ‘creek, 
The fhip was at anchor out of fight of land, and the wind blew very freth; we 
had but a crazy boat rowed by persrans, who are generally as unfkilful as timo- 
rous, fo that it was with reluctance I ventured to fea; but we foon got fight of 
the fhip, and happily reached her. 


IMMEDIATELY we weighed, and dire¢ted our courfé to ASTRABAD,. As we fteer- 
ed eaftward the {ky brightened, and.the ais became gentle and warm, not unlike 
the weather there is fometintes’ about the fame. latitude in EuRopz, fuch as the por- 
TUGUESE, Call-Se.: MARTIN'S forrimer. We were four days in fight of the great 
mountain DEMOAN, which is faid to be thirty leagues within land. At the -diftance 
of four or five leagues from the fhore, we could diftinguith it very plain rifing in, 
' form of a pyramid. The 18th of december we arrived ‘in ASTRABAD bay.*, into. 
which the river coRGAN. runs, after wafhing the banks of the defert of rurKuma- 
nia. Here, as in other, parts of the caspian, the fea has made great inroads, 
infomuch that in many places the trunks and’‘ whole bodies of trees lay on. the’ 
fhore, and make it as diffiealt of accefs as its appearance is wild and inhofpitable. | 
Ttook the firft opportunity of writing to Mr. gzron,-not only’ to inform him of. 
my fafearriyal, but to confirm by: Jetter.the fentiments I.had delivered in our laft: 
difcourfe. ¥ 


SRW Be ASTRABAD-BAY, december 1743: 
‘* ¥ wave the plésfure to acquaint.you.of my proceeding thus far, in confequence 
7 I of the affurance*yow!had given me that I fhall find all neceffary affiftance. in, 

the execution of our, defign. I have inquired.of the people what kind of mer- 
~chandize have utually beet fent‘by this rout to MescHED ? They anfwer, .none.,, 
.their caravans from hence beiig composed only of devotees, who go. to -worthip . 
in that city. Whether the paffage-of fuch caravans is any. argument for the. 
-fafety of merchandize, is what I cannot determine. - 
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““ I woutp fain fay fomething to you on the painful fubjeét of our trade with 
regard to Russia; but you underftand ic fo.well, and have fo jult a concern for - 
the intereft of your country, as well as of. your employers, that I think it un- 
neceflary to intrude any. repetition of what ¥ have fo earneftly recommended, Ie 
is an object of no fimall confequence to preferve the favor of the sian ; but 
we muft not buy it at fo dear a rate as the refentment of the russians... For. 
all the oratory in the world will not prevent their confidering you. as the chief 

“<-inftrumens , 
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2 Often called konpacosas bay, 
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« inftrument of the swas’s maritime enterprize, which, in whatever light it may 
** appear to us, they will certainly deem injurious to their intereft. ' 


«© You know. very well what written obligations were required of me in asTRA-"’ 


“© Han, and in what manner I was obliged to comply with. them; otherwiie you 


“ had not feen this fhip again on the persian coaft: and now I muft fhow all, 


poffible regard to thofe engagements. It is my hearty defire to reconcile thele 
difficulties, and make all parties eafy ; but to this purpofe it is neceflary you 
fhould aét with me in concert, Iam fincerely, Sir, 


¢ 


Your &c.” 





C H A P. XXVI 


The author arrives at ASTRABAD bay. The inbabitats alarmed, taking his foip to be 
apirate. An account of astRaBaD bay. He reaches astRapap with bis caravan. ; 


U R hip was now anchored in three fathom water, at the diftance’ of a mile 
and a half from the fhore; when J difpatched an anmENrAN fervant to know. 
if [ might land my goods with fafery: he foon returned, but without obtaining 
any information. We faw many fires in different places near the fhore, and upon 


cthe mountains; thele were. ma:ié with .an intent to alarm the inhabitants for fear 


of a durprize,’ as. they took us for pirates. The people on this coaft having been... 
often plundered by the ocurT yoy and gussran pirates, ag already related, and fee- 
ing fo large a veel at anchor in their road, were under great apprehenfions. ‘The 


goth, the weather-continuing very delightfuly I went afhore. The ftumps.cf trees, 


and (hallows made ic difficuir for a long boat to land nearer than twenty yards. The 
peafants being at length fatisfed that we were friends, and come with merchandi 

received us on the fhore, and conduéted us by many crooked paths through a thick. 
wood toa fmall village. The people are fwarthy, burt their features regular, and 
in general they are inclined to.a delicacy in‘their ‘make. I fet IY ARMENIAN In- 
terpreter with my compliments to MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, the governor of 


es. 





“AVTRABAD, with orders aif to provide neceflaries for the frefh package of my cloth, 


for intended to-rmake proper bales for camel and horfe carriage. (After this I. 
returned: on board. 


Tur 2rft, the fun was rifen above an hour ‘before it was vifible to us on board the 
fhip; fuch was the ftependous height ‘of the mountains. The dews here fall 
heavy; and the: heat of the fun under the mountains is productive of colds and 
‘aguith pains. Inthe evening the anmextan returned from, ’the city, which is 
about-eight hours diftance. “The governor affared us of his protection,” but charged 
ume-in a particular manner not to repofe any confidence in the peafants inthe neigh-. 
bourhood of the coatt., The 24th, I was vifited by NASEER AGA, a PERSIAN, 
officers who had been recommended to-me-as-a perfon-ef great -probity: and intereft 

3. : ia 
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in that-country : he made ws an offer of his houfe at astrragap, which I accepted, 
and affured him of the fenfe I had of my own happinefs in the civility and kind-. 
nefs of fo generous a ftiend. NaszeR aGa was accompanied by MYRZA Ma- 
HOMMED, a grave old man, who having made a pilgrimage to mecca, and fpent-. 
_a great part of his fortune in honor of MAHOMMED, was dignified with the title 
‘of HAHDGEE? he had alfo 4 reputation for. wifdom, and was ofter appealed to» 
“in controverfies, He had been rich ; but the common lot of the persrans under. 
“the tyranny of NApir, deprived him of his wealth.. His office now was to.collect. 
- taxes in the juri{diction of ‘the province. . 


Tae 25th, being’ chriftinas-day, I’ excufed the feamen from working at the - 
package of cloth, and prevailed on them to hear prayers and a fermon. Ewnoxisi: 
‘feamen, of all mankind, feem the moft indifferent with regard to religions duties ;, 
‘but their indifference is not: more the effect of want of reflection and acting gene- 
tally in a noify crowd tian the irreligious carelefsnefs of their leaders. . It is not to - 
be imagined they would fight lefs, if they prayed more ; at leaft we find the pray- 
ing warriors in cRoMwELL’s days fought as if they were fure of becoming faints. 
in heaven. Certain it is our feamen do not entertain the fame impreflions of religi-. 
‘on as the common run of labouring people. : 


Tue next day our thip was: in no fmall danger of being burnt.. About eighty. 
pounds of raw cottons thtended for the fecure package of the bales, was laid in the - 
fleerage. By the carelefsnefs of one of the feamen it took fire, and was with . 

difficulty extinguifhed. I was afleep in the cabin, and almoft fuffocated’ with the © 
sfmoke 5 our danger was the: greater, as the firé was about the powder-cheft ; how. . 
‘ever it pleaied- providence that no ‘harm was done, except burning the hands anck. 
faces of fome of the failors, which the: application of burnt oil foon removed. 
Atnight the woods on the-mountains took fire, and the wind feeding the flame, 
made a frightful blize, which extended feveral miles. The biatt: came off the 
fhore, -infomuch that our butter-ran like oil.) There had: been-a bright fun, and. 
no rain, for twenty days, fo that.it was with difficulty’ the peatants diverted the 
‘current of the flame, and faved their villages, ~ This accident was oceafioned by a.. 
cuftom of burning the rufhes on the coait, with a view to deftroy. the infects char ; 
breed in them, and to make a free paffage for the air. 





Tue different currents which mect in the road, and the eddies of :wind,’ obHoed + 
us often to new lay our anchors ; -in other refpects this harbour is. very fufe.- “Phe - 
a8th, having finifhed the package of one hundyed and..fizteen bales, we prepared « 
to go on fhore. My armentan interpreter now began. to. exprefs his fears.of the. - 

' danger we fhould be expofed.to in our intended journey to muscuEv... He had 
already, in fome former rebellions, been robbed in that city. of goods.to. a con- 
fidlerable value, and. partly from. age, and partly: from confitutions was -of as 
umorous difpofition. What -he faid made therefore bur little impreffior upon me, 
efpecially as he had. been filent till new, and did not point out any particular ¢ 
danger. The 29th,, HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED, who had a ready ollered bis 

. . fervicers., 


* This dile.is given to all thofe who have made this pilgrimage... : ~ 
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Services, received orders from the governor of the province to fupply us with a 
guard, and to entertain me in his houfe. Accordingly we landed the bales, and 
without waiting the uncertain arrival of the governor, who had intimated a deGign 
of vifiting the thip, I refolved to vifit him firft. 


Tue 2d of january 1744, hazy weather, and other incidents, prevented the 
profecution of our journey till this day. We pitched our tent on the fhore, and 
collected all the people who were to convey the caravan. The Hanpcze fent me 
an invitation to come to his houfe, and his fon who came with the meflage, affured 
me in a complimental ftrain, that his father would kill him, if he returned with- 
out me. ‘However I excufed myfelf till the next day, refolving to remain in my 
tent. One of the company fung an extempore fong, confifting moftly of 
welcomes, and fulfome commendations, intended as a greater mark of civility to 
us as ftrangers and EuRopzANns. When this was done, they eat their puto, which 
they finifhed in a much fhorter time than a table can be faid for a polite entertain- 
ment in europe. As they had broken timber in great abundance, they made 
large fires, round which they danced, and feemed to be in high joy... The evening 
being advanced, they performed their exercifes of devotion. The 3d the 
SHACK ALLS * in the woods bark’d and howl’d. fo much during the night, that it was 
very difficult for perfons unufed to fuch muffe to receive the refrethment of fleep. 


Iv the morning we broke up our little camp, the Hanbezx’s brother, and his 
two fons, attended us with feveral horfes, of which I took only one for myfelf, 
and another for my interpreter. The number of carriers exceeding that of the 
loads, I could not. reftrain them from feizing them, in as hoftile a manner as 
HUNGARIAN HussARs would have pillaged the baggage of a MARSHAL Of FRANCE : 
‘and indeed I was for fome time at a lofs, if they did not mean fomething of that 
nature in good earneft, From the fhore to the high road there are many narrow 
paths, with broken and decayed bridges, and feveral ditches made by the flowing 
of the water from the mountains. In about eight hours we arrived fafe at the city, 
the carriers making but,pne ftop on the way to perform their devotions, ‘The firft 
object which ftruck my eyes uponentering the gates, was a large {pot of ground ap- 
propriated to the burial of the dead. 


* Commonly called Jackavys, which refemble foxes. It is faid the barking of thefe animals once 
alarmed the whole Russtaw army in GHILAN, : 


CHAP. 
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C’H A P.’ XxXvIl. 
The bebaviour of the governor to the author at ASTRABAD. Defcription of the 


PERSIAN Manner of fnnookiig. The fubftance of feveral converfations with perfons 
of rank in that city, ; ‘ 


FLE 4th of january, wanncee MyRza MAHOMMED, and feveral others, 
T came to vifit me, and advifed me to fell Part of my caravan in that city, 
This was not practicable in any quantity, nor confiftent with my defign of going 
to MescHED.. The sth, as I had not yet provided an equipage neceflary to make 
4 proper appearance before the governor, NASEER AGA, In whofe houfe I was lodg- 
ed, lent mea horfe handfomely caparifoned, and infifted on my taking his fervants 
as well as my own, to attend me. The prefent I had prepared for the governor, 
confifting of feveral cuts of fine cloth, and loaves of fugar, was laid on a large 
tea-board, and carried in before me. He was attended by feveral perfons of the 
beft diftingtion in the city, particularly: by aHommep Hasan BEG fon of the late 
FATEY ALI KHAN KHAIAR, MAHOMMED KHAN BEG, and sapoc aGa; the two laft 
were the fons of Krans in favor with the sHaH, They all rofe at my coming in, 
and defired me to take my place; but obferving that I could not accommodate my- 
felf te their manner, the governor ordered a chair, and bid me welcome to PERSIA; 
adding this hyperbolical compliment, that the city of astRABAD was now mine 
to do what I pleafed with it. I returned my thanks, and affured him of the great ° 
fatisfaction I enjoyed in being received into the protection of a perfon of his cha- 
racter and authority: that I apprehended this was the firft attempt the ENGLISH 
merchants had ever made to convey merchandize into the interior parts of PERsrA 
by this rout; and I was therefore the more concerned to provide with all poffible 
attention for a quick and fecure paflage at an eafy expence: that he knew the 
sHaH had been pleafed to grant the ENGLIsA merchants the moft favorable de. 
crees in relation to their trade in all parts of his dominions, and it depended on him 
to fee his majefty’s pleafure executed on this occafion. I then demanded of him 
if the paffage to Mescnep was fafe? He anfwered in the affirmative, and that I 
might be affured nothing in his power fhould be negleéted to render it fo; and that 
he would fend four choice foldiers with me; who fhould be bound for the fafe de- 
livery of our caravan at MescuHeD. I thanked him, and begging to be honored 
with his commands, took my leave. 


Common gratitude now called on me to pay my refpects to NASEER aca, of 
whofe humanity and politenefs I had received fuch fignal proof. This old man 
had been a companion of napir, when he was the chief of a party of robbers in 
the neighbouring mountains. He now feemed too good a man for napiR’s purpofe, 
and the mediocrity of his fortune and ambition had fecured him from mott of thofe 
calamities which were Common even to favorites, His hoary beard gave a vene- 
rable air to his perfon; and a manly chearfulnefs, joined to an amiable affurance, 
graced his words. There is a reverence due to age, which by long experience 

Vou. 1 “! Q =, 7 frequently 
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frequently compenfates for the lofs of juvenile endowments ; whilft health, good 
nature, and ftrength of underftanding, produce many of the focial enjoyments 0 
life. ‘The old man received me-with greatmarks of kindnefs, and fent for thofe 
matter-carriers, who might. probably engage‘to convey my caravan to MESCHED. 
Vere J firlk received a proof of that cunning and equivocating difpofition, which 
diftinguifhes the modern PERSIANS, and was a prologue to that tragic fcene, where- 
in I had foon after fo great a fhare. It was impoffible to fix them to any things 
and finding they trifled, I took my leave for that time. 


Tue 7th, Iwas vifited by feveral-of the principal men of that place, who came 
out of curiofity, or perhaps. with a° dark defign. They made their compliment 
by. putting their hand on their breaft, and bowing their head. Thole who are more 
familiar, prefs the palni of your hand between the palms of both theirs, and then 
taife them to their forehead, to exprefs the high and cordial refpect they have for 
your perfon. Mott of my viGitors behaved with an air of importance, and fpoke. 
very little: after fitting and fmoaking the caallean for.a few minutes, they took 
their leave, : .-- By Os : 2 

Tue perstans are extremely fond of tolsacco; fome,of them draw the fmoke in 
fo prodigious a quantity, that it comes dut at their aofey:, The caallean ufed in 
{moaking isa glafs veffel refembling a decanter, and filled abouttHitce pisets, with water. 
"Their tobacco is yellow, and very mild, compared with that of AMERICA; being 
prepared with water and made. into a ball, it is put into a filver utenfil not unlike 
a teacup, to which there is a.tube affixed that reaches almoft to the bottom of the 
veffel. There is another tube fixed to the neck of the veffél above the water; to 
this is fattened a leathern pipe, through which they draw the fmoke; and as it 
paffes through the water, it is cool and pleafant. The persrans for many ages have 
been immoderately fond of the caallean. SHaw apas the: creat made a law to 
punifh this indulgence with death; but. many chofe to forfake their habitations, 
‘and to-hide themfelves in the mountains, rather that be deprived of this ‘infatuat- 
ing enjoyment. » Thus this prince eauld:not put a ftop.to a cuftom, which he con- 
fidered not only as unnatural and. irreligiogs, but alfo asattended with idlenefs and 
unneceffary expence. ; a Pgs 8 


I ENTERTAINED fome of my guefts accerding to their own manner with fweet 
meats, of which they took a little, and gave the remainder to their fervants ; thefe 
are often fo numerous that a treat of this kind will coft ten or twelve crowns. This 
cuftom, abfurd and expenfive as it appeared to me, had fomething of the air of 
hofpitality in the perfon entertaining. I could not but confider it as much lefs 
inconfiftent than that which prevails in fome parts of EUROPE, where almoft every 
man’s fervant is bribed by his mafter’s gueft, for doing his duty ; where every 
gueft is a flave to the fervant, by fubmitting to a compulfive tax, which even the 
jovereign has no authority to impofe, where every one complains of the abufe, 
and, as a proof of the flavery, is obedient to it, except a few, who having been 
free in countries of flavery, will not be flaves in a free country. 


Is 
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Is it not abfurd to the higheft degree, that the greateft lord of the land, thall 
meanly look on, and fee his fervants, rapacious by his authority, wring from the 
hard hands even of peafants, their flender fupport? Is it not ftrangely abfurd, that 
gentlemen of fmall fortunes fhould be guilty of the folly of giving away their 
money as if they were rich; or be obliged to confefs to menial dervants. that they 
are not rich; or exclude themfelves from the company of their opulent friends, 
whofe houfes, even where there has been an appearance of a generous invitation, 
are oftentimes nothing more than difagreeable and expenfive inns? Is it not abfurd, 
in fine, that a ftrange corruption of manners fhould induce almoft every mafter ‘to 
contraét with his fervant, that the greateft part of his wages fhall be paid him by 
his neighbours ; though his own expences are by this means not only increafed, 
but alfo rendered impertinent and vexatious ; whilft fervants, on the other hand, 
become extravagant, in confequence of thefe prepofterous revenues, and their 
morals fpoiled by the folly of their mafters ? ; : 


To return to my ftory, ~-Having’ agreed at length upon a price for feventeen 
camels and fixty-twohorfes, at feven and a half crowns per bale, I advanced to the 
carriers a fmall part of the money, as earneft. But I foon found that it is a 
frequent practice for the perstans to recede from their agreements; and when any 
decifion can be obtained in fuch cafes, the verdict is ufually given in favor of thofe 
who appeared to have the worft fide, or gave.engaged to execute more than is con= 
venient for them to perform: fo that 1 could have but very little dependance on: 
this contract. * ce 

My good friends nastzr aca and the sAHDGzE made me a vifit, and brought 
feveral other perfons with them. Their bufinefs was to enquire if I believed jzsus 
cuRist to be the fon of cop ; intimating this to be the perfuafion of cHrisTIANS, 
and without waiting long for an anfwer, they pronounced me an idolater. My 
interpretér,- who was himfelf a curisrran, was a little ftartled, and afked me what 
anfwer he fhould make? I told him, that I was not come there to enter into reli- 
gious controverfies with MaHOMMEDANS; who without doubt would remain in 
their own faith, as I hoped‘to.do in mine : however, if he pleafed he might gratify 
their curiofity, and tell them that ‘I-believed jesus cHRisT to be the fon of cop; 
leaving him to give what further, account of my religion he might think proper, 
upen the principles mentioned in’ the next chapter, being the refult of frequent 
difcourfes and refle¢tions to which this¢nquiry gave occafion. |: 


Q2 CHAP. 
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CGC HAP. XXVIIL 


Tolatry being imputed to the author, be attempts to defend chriftianity, His mations 
"of religion. 


gi form an adequate notion of religion we muft begin with apam. Gov, 
amidft the boundlefs glories of his creation, made man, compounded of an 
animal body and a rational foul. Whether we trace him to his original, or con- 
fider him in his prefent circumftances, he muft have been taught what is neceffary 
to him, in regard to the great ends of providence in his conftitution. . Where his 
knowledge ceales is not obvious ; but what the proper objects of his powers are, 
is plainly deducible from this, that he is loft in a labyrinth, when he attempts to 
challenge the divine artificer, why his workmanhhip is fo compounded, or by what 
fecret laws this union was made fo wonderful and amazing in all its parts? . 


_ Fv is evident to us, that for ends known to the eternal wifdom, and in fome. de- 

gree obvious to us, he made freedom effential to human nature. ~ By ‘an almoft 

univerfal confent of mankind, it is acknowledged, that, in confequence of this 

freedom, man has fwerved from the original law of his nature, and by following 
“the diétates of his inferior facultics, in preference to his reafon, he. has :confe- , 
quently difobeyed the divine law. His nature being thus corrupted, he could no: 
Jonger enjoy the happinefs adapted to his original frame. When men talk as if. 
they had two natures, the one pure, the other corrupted, the doétrine ferves only © 
to perplex the eaquiry. We know, and to our forrow feel, that our nature, our, 
ONE NATURE, a it carhe out of the hands. of its maker, is become corrupted. - 
Can we with any confiftency fay, that any vice is natural, without injuring the au- 

thor of nature? ‘The author of nature certainly intended the univerfal happinels of 


his creatures; but vice undeniably produces mifery, -and confequently is not na- 

tural to man, Perhaps there is no word ufed in fo loofe and indefinite a fenfe as” 

that of nature. To fay a thing, is natural, according to nature, or agreeable to 
“the courfe of nature, mult cerzainly convey the fame idea, and are terms which: 

_ought by no means to be ufed without a fenfé of him who is the firft caufe, and 
has the courfe and government of nature in his hands. ‘ a 


Te notion we ought to form of nature at large, with regard to the difpofition’ 
gmade by one-fupreme and intelligent being, muft be intirely analogous to that 
-rule of government which can alone fupport the moral excellence and dignity of 
,HUMAN nature; which is plainly the end of chriftianity. What man, with the 
_greateft ftretch of human reafon, can fuggeft to himfelf fo admirable a plan of 
government; or fuch noble matives to aGion, as that ruling principle, the love of 
one fupreme and felf-exiftent being, the great creator and fupposter of all things, 
_ fo forcibly inculeated by the chriftian law. > RS he Nea 


"5 "Pap Jove of man is next in dignity to that of cop, and in the operations of the 
‘pind muft precede, as being the fcale by which we afcend to heaven. Man, con- 
‘ : _ : fidered , 
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’ fidered as the moft excellent work of the vifible world, the exprefs image of 
“his maker, and the heir of immortal happinefs, muft ever demand the higheft, at- 
tention. How little in value is the material compared with the intellectual world ? 
The voice of cop as well as of ‘reafon, proclaim the vatt fiperiority. What are 
all the externals of majefty, what the charms of beauty, or the pride of wealth, 
but the enjoyments of a moment ? But the love of man is commenfurate with eter. 
nity: nor is he lefs an object of this love, for having deviated from his original 
perfection, fince all men are the fame: this feems to have conftituted, as a coun- 
terpoile to our corruption, a paffion as {trong as any in the human breaft; I mean 
compaffion, Can we confider cop, or man, in any view not confiftent with this 
Principle, without deviating from nature ? ; 


Ir the nature of man is to be rational, and if reafon teaches that obedience to 
his maker is his higheft felicity, it muft alfo teach, that difobedience is his greateft 
mifery. That man has paffions and appetites which oppofe reafon, is obvious ; 
but it is equally true, that the nature of thefe, in the great order of things, is to 
be fubfervient to reafon. Our eyes were certainly given us to fee; but our reafon 
-was as furely given us that we might fhut thofe eyes when the object is dangerous, 
either to our moral or animal nature; nor can there be any plea of ignorance 
againft this doctrine: for the Almighty has certainly written a law upon mens 
minds ; and whatever his wifdom required fhould be done, exclufive of this men- 
tal law, he has, at different periods of time, made known to mankind, , 
Ir cop has originally taught man a law with refpect to his conduct, and by 
making him a focial being, continued to him the means of that KNOWLEDGE 3 it 
is not natural for a man to be ignorant of that which his Maker requires of him: 
on the contrary, it was an unnatural rebellion againft the Almighty that ‘introduced 
the ignorance which exifted before the coming of a Savior ; a ftate of ignorance at 
hy time confequently was not the ftate of nature: but more indubitably it is Nor 
Now. i 


Bezrore the promulgation of the gofpel, men who walked by the light which they: 
then had, could not be accountable for more: even before the JewisH difpenfation, 
in confequence of the knowledge men firft had of a Supreme being, they preferved 
fome notions of one cop, and of moral duties, as productive of happinefs, and 
fuitable_to the dignity of their natures ; and this 1 apprehend we generally call na- 
tural religion. However, we do not ufually call that the religion of nature, -which 
hardly appears to be any religion at all, or at bett is only a rule injurious to the: fo- 
ciety. But fuppofing the common term NATURAL RELIGION to be applicable in 
any degree to the moft ignorant favages, that mutt be the worft religion, (for here 
there may be degrees in this general notion) which is fartheft removed from the 
happinefs of the fociety. Man, who is a focial creature, acts unnaturally in pro= 
portion as he neglects the prefervation of fociety. This notion will alfo lead us to 
the great doétrine of chriftianity, and the beneficence of the Supreme-being, des 
inonitrated in that -difpenfation, fo powerfully operating with the original pian of 
moral government. : ive +e 
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Now let an unprejudiced manomeran be'rightly informed what the precepts. 
of ehriftianity teach, and examine if the praétice of the chriftian religion is not 
the ftate moft agreeable to the true hature: of man, as deducible from his confti- 
tution. And if the chriftian religion is agreeable to virtue, or rather the true 
flandard of it, we are reduced to the neceffity of acknowledging, either that both 
the chriftian religion and virtue in general are unnatural, or that vice is unnatural; . 

“ unlefs, -with regard to nature, we confound the diftintion of virtue and vice, and 
make them one and the fame thing. Nothing is plainer than this doétrine ; but I 
believe nothing has done more harm to the caufe of religion than inattention to it ; 
for by imputing vice to waTURE, which is commonly done, we enérvate that de- 
teftation which arifes in the human breaft upon the mention of thofe things which: 
we denominate uNwaTuRAL. Methinks I ought to blufh at the indignity which 
1 offer to the common fenfe of my reader; but when he confiders that many who 
mean well, and think clearly in mot of the concerns of life, are notwithftanding 
extremely biaffed in their judgments in this point; he will, think an apology 
needlefs. : 


Tue fallacy feems to lie in this, that nature, and the corruption of nature are 
forthe moft part confounded in-mens ideas. If. by nature we mean the pure ef- 
fence and tue quality of a thing, we do not mean the corruption of that thing ;- 
more than we mean vinegar, when we talk of wine. The cosruption of nature: 
is indeed repugnant to virtue; yet if we attend to our own make and éonftitution, 
we fhall foon learn, in a neceffary degree, how and in what inftances our nature is 
corrupted, and equally difcover a power to. war with that corruption; and, in 
proportion as we triumph over it, we are reftored to our original ftate of FREEDOM, 
that is, of NagURE UNCORRUPTED.” The opinion the MAHOMMEDANS have of 
this corruption, which fullied the mind of man, feems.to agree with that of the 
chriflians ;. but this doétrine, however important, is not familiar to the generality 
of men. I conceive it to bear a ftrong allufion to the ftate of ane, who, by fome 
accident, becomes lunatick, and eritails- this infirmity upon his children... In this 
cafe indeed a man may pot be anfwerable; but -in the cafe of our firft parents 
they became ‘atcountablé, betaufe=they wete FREE AGENTS. If, im fucceeding 
* generations, we were not exactly -in the fathe ‘eireufftanees. as.our firft parents; we 
{till aéted againft the light which our reafon fuggefted;-or againft thoie revelations 
which, at different ages of the world, have been confirmed to us by the miracu- 
lous interpofition of divine providence. 


By this corruption of nature, the paffions, which were originally defigned to 
affift reafon, have, as experience teaches us, rebelled againft it, and fubjected alk 
the fons of apam to the fame punifhment as their firft progenitor. Now can we 
foppofe that infinite goodnefs fhould fuffer-fo glorious a part of the creation to perifh 
in this UNNATURAL STATE ? The common notion of mankind in all ages and coun- 
tries ‘is, that a divine-inftructor has been fent to them. The chriftian fays, that 
«as by one man, fin and death came into the werld, fo by one man,” the great 
prophet and lawgiver now in queftion, ‘* life and immortality were. reftored.” 
‘The manommepans afk, why the great lord of the univerie fhould fend his fon 
into the world in form of a man. 


> To 
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To argue upon principles deduced from the reafon of things, may we not fay 
that truth, in the abftract, thus became an object of fenfe ; and that the Deity 
brought himJelf to the ftandard of human capacities? Weifaw, we heard, we fele 
the cop in his human nature. He was a man as well as-a Gop ; a man juch as we 
are, fin only excepted: He rejoiced and wept, was glad and forrowful: He eat, 
.and drank, and flept : He had his friendfhips and affections : He gave us a law as 
to men; and, asa man, he fet us an example. But the chriftian further reduces 
the matter to this iffue: cop faw good to take this method to reftore mankind, and 
therefore it muft be right. If the manommepans yet afk, why it fhould be fo; 
and ftill applies to finite capacities to judge of infinite wifdom; what can you 
do more than queftion him, why it fhould not be fo? Afk him, if he thinks it too 
much or too great a thing for the Almighty ? Bid him behold the wonders of the 
Greation, and obferve every part of nature replete with amazing art, and proclaim- 
ing his incomprehenfible goodnefs and wifdom. .Is man inferior to thefe? Do we 
underftand the laws of his government;.or thé nature of that power by which he 
fupports the material.world ? Is the heir of immortality not equal to this ipani- 
mate fyftem ? ; 


Tr the tree is known by its fruits, the goodnefs of a religion muft be difcovered 
by its effects, and its confittency with reafon; the teftimony.of thofe who oppofe: 
-it concurring in any material point, or proving infufficient to invalidate it. The 
PAGANS, the Jews, the MAHOMMEDANS, acknowledge that fuch a man appeared:in 
the world as Jesus curisT ; they difpute his.divinity, and many of his, glorious ads ; 
but for this they are obliged to have recourfe to low evafions and puerile fubterfiges ; 
Rill they afcribe many wonderful works to him, And laftly though they do not 
acknowledge his crucifixion, they fay-he was conveyed away in a miraculous man- 
ner, and a perfon like him put in. his place. The maHomMeDAN allo verifies 
the prediction, which is clofely conneéted with the belief of curistranity, and 
treats the siw_as.a perfecutor.of the true prophet, whilt the curisT1An deplores 
his blindneis. : B . 


Aone other corroborating proofs the curtstraw urges the prophecies concern= 
ing the total diffolution of the sews government,_and the deftruétion of that na= 
tion, once the favorite people of cop. The Jews were long the fole depofitaries of . 
thofe writings which promife and point out the time of the:coming of yzsus CHRIS? 3 
but deny that time to be accomplifhed : So far they believe.in the: mzssiaH. “The 
paGan world received CHRISTIANITY, thongh it was fo greatly repugnant to their 
eftablifhed opinions, and the corruption of nature, that we ought to conclude it 
could not have prevailed, had any fefs than divine power directed it. Curis- 
Tianity is the proper religion of mankind; we fay it is as old as the creation, be- 
caufe ordained by cop from the beginning. It is true, yesus CHRIST was born only 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty-four years ago ; but how long have the pro-. 
phets of old foretold his appearance : one of the moft remarkable was above feven, 
hundred years before ; and this fpeaks of him in terms of the greateft honor, viz. 
** For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given; and the government 
“ ‘thall be upon his fhoulder ; and his name fhall be called, wonDERFUL, CouNSEL- 
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« LOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER 4, THE PRINCE OF PEACE.” 
And the fhort hiftory of him is’ this: « Gop was manifefted in the flefh, juftified 
* by the fpirit, fen of angels, believed on in the world, received up into glory, 
« and in him are all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge.” That his birth was 
miraculous, is confefled even by the MaHoMMEDANS 3 for they. fay he was con- 
ceived of a virgin by the fmell of a rofe. To grant there was fuch a perfon, and. 
thar he was thus conceived, is being half a cnrisT1an, with regard to the fuper- 
natural birth of CHRIST. 


‘Bur as his birth was above nature, fo was his whole life. ManHomMMeED came to 
extirpate all who oppofed him with fire and fword. Carist came with the meek- 
nefs of a child, to extend his mercy to all mankind. The power which he em- 
ployed was from heaven. The means which he-ufed was of fo different a nature 
from any thing merely human, that granting he lived and died, and that his reli- 
gion does exift, is a {trong argument of the divinity of that pewer, by which he 
eftablifhed fuch a religion. He fuffered an ignominious death as 2 common male- 
factor 5 yet has his doétrine been eftablifhed on that fuffering, and fpread over the 
earth, Manommen fupported his fchemes of religious government on the prin- 
ciples of worldly power ; but our prophet fays, “ Learn of me, for I am meck and 
«lowly ;” and upon this principle was his whole life conducted. 


"THE MAHOMMEDANS, you fay *, confider us as idolaters ; you will not convince 
them of the contrary ; for that would be in effect to convert them to CHRISTIA- 
uty. Tell them at Jeaft that ours isa good religion : that one gpeat article of it 
is, to pray for rHeM and for all mankind. That the fum of our law is, “ to do 
“© as we would be done by ; to vifit the fatherlefs and the widow, and. to keep our- 
* felves unfpotted from the world.” Tell them that we adore one only Gop, the 
fupreme lord and father over all things, in which they will grant we are no idolaters 5 
but that indeed we pray to him through the merits of his fon, to affift us with his 
holy fpirit, towobey his laws, or to forgive the breach of them, upon condition of 
our fincere repentance. In this we fpeak as concefving a difference, and afcribing 
to each, thofe offices, which our revelation warrants, without prefuming to under- 
ftand in what the union and divifibitity confifts, This is the myftery of the chrif- 
tian religion, which, by the exercife of faith, attributes all the mercy that the urmoft 
ftretch of human reafon can afcribe to cop ; and all the worth and dignity that can 
he imputed to man; to be at once demonftrated by the deity in his taking the 
human-form, when he appeared-upon the earth, Whenever we contemplate this 
amazing, inftance of the divine conduct, it raifes. the mind to heaven from whence 
it is dertwed, a 


’ "Tyrar there is fach a thing as FAITH, or the evidence of things not feen, nor 


; comprehended, is common to mankind of all religions, and in all countries. Is 


it ftrange that cop will not condefcend to be the object of our Reason only? He 
requires FAITH, and imputes it to us as a virtue he requires this highcft reafon of 
the foul, which is a RESIGNATION ef the whole man ; all poss1BLE RESIGNATION 

te 
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to him as an incomprehenGible Gop, who is the fovereign difpofer of all things, in 
a manner as far above our conception, as his infinite perfections are fuperior to the 
narrow bounds of human capacities. 


Tuar jesus curist is cop, that is, divine in nature, is, I think, very clear from 
the writings which-contain the oracles of our religion ; and better had ir been for 
the curistran world, if the matter "had refted there x and no attempt made to 
explain that which is confeffedly inexplicable. For though rarra is founded iin 
reafon, as it neceffarily muft be, whilft reafon is the only medium. by which we - 
comprehend any moral truth ; yet it is fuperior to reafon. The do&rine of the TRI+ 
NiTy is by no means ‘contradictory to reafon, unlefs it is Tepugnant to reafon to 
affent to chat which is delivered on divine authority, becaule we happen not to 
comprehend the things fo delivered. 


As to the term Persons, Of the godhead, and Trinity, commonly ufed by 
CHRISTIANS: if the ofadle of the chriftian faith is not fabulous, we mutt afcribe 
the divine attributes to. rHrze, under the diftinctions of FATHER, SON, and HOLY 
crosr ;. and if mankind have-thought proper to ufé a word to exprefs the idea, , 
why not that of rriniry ? If the Almighty is omnipotent, and we confefs our. 
faculties utterly incapable of comprehending his power,. let us ‘proftrate ourfelves in. 
humble adoration of the ‘incomprehenfible nature of this onz fupreme {: | 


If cop is incomprehenfible, what religion can there be without foie part of it 
myfterious? Thé MAHOMMEDAN muft leny the being of a con, or confels him ine... 
finite in juftice as wel} as mercy; but does he underttand how thefe.attributes exitt, 
and are compatible in one being? We acknowledge the incomprehenfibility of con, 
and therefore there may be a divifion as well as union in-the divine nature. cugis- 
TIANS plainly infer fuch a union and divifion from their fcriptures, which cannor 
be made confiftett “on any other Principles, Is-it not then folly to diftract cur 
thoughts on the fubject ? fs it not enough that we acknowledge one fupreme cop . 
the father of all beings ; that-we confefs the divine nature and miffion of the M&S~ 
stan, by whom the Almighty -nfade the world, who is the king, the lawgiver, the 
redeemer, and the favior, and: will, be‘the judge of mankind; and that wé alfo 
acknowledge the powers afcribed to the. HoLy GHOST, the operative fpirit of that 
one cop? SE ay . : : : 

We fee the reafon of mankind every day acquiefte in things fuperior to its com- 
prehenfion in fecular concerns, Many things in common life appear to us as con- 
tradictions till we underftand them. Our condition does not. permit: us to know 
every thing; it is againft the laws of -our- nattire, and confequently a crime to at-- 
tempt it. Thus where our underftanding is puzzled: in the inveftigation of the - 
things which-belong to cop, we fhould pay our adoration and fubmiffion to the 
great author of nature, and place our humble and firmeft confidence in hin. 


Tue difciples of manommen, and of almoft every other religion in the world, 
believe in things not only beyond their comprehenfion, but unimportant tothe great 
ends of human life and immortality. The rarwr in queftion is of the greateft 
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moment; for if sesus is not the fon of cop, .the fundamental principle of the 
GHRISTIAN religion is falfe; but if this belief is derived from the authority of cop 
himfelf, who therefore accepts it as a grateful offering to him, we ought to hold it 
dearer than life. : 


Srmpiicity of heart, which is effential to cHRISTIANITY, teaches men what ana- 
logy there is between this faith and the humility which the curisTIAN religion fo 
ftrongly inculcates ; but infidelity is the offspring of pride. Farrx humbles the 
arrogance of men, and prevents them from deifying, that is in effeét, from abuling 


their own reafon. The corruption of our nature is never fo confpicuous as in.pride , 
than which nothing can be more deftructive of our happinefs. 


Parpe frit divided the curistran world, and ftill fupports the divifion and] 
believe the priefts themfelves will grant, that had fome of their fraternity been’ half 
as bufy to reftrain mens curiofities in the myfterious parts. of the CHRISTIAN reli- 
gion, as to attempt the explanation of them; religion might have been more 
fimple; and confequently might have produced the great end of it, by means the 
moft eafy and familiar. But this complaint will appear abfard when it is confi- 
dered, that the miftakes of priefts * bgar-but a finall proportion to thofe of the 
laity. If morality is the bafis of the cHRISTIAN religien,.apd a confiftent faith the 
fupport of it; where are thefe better taught than in en@maep? OF all human 
compofitions of thefe latter ages of the world, whether for purity and elegance of 
language, force of argument, ‘or warmth of devotion, what exceeds the fermons 
which have been publithed by our clergy ? ‘That they are not more read, is not the 
fault of priefts, nor will it be their faule if they do not produce the harveft which no 
doubt is intended fhould be gathered in heaven. ae 


T return, it muft be manifeft to men of enquiry, that the -world remained in 
ignorance for many ages; and religion confifted in FORMS andempty CEREMONIES. 
A revelation was expected, and both the CBRISTJANS and MAHOMMEDANS fay it is 
come +: we fee what the different fruits of it ase. Was there. ever a dottrine deli- 
vered to mankind before that of crgrers.. which pointed opt the true path of hap- 
pinefs, and the end for which they were defigned ? ‘The chitiftian religion has the 
moft evident mark of a divine original, by the exalted fentiments and fublime love it 
inculcates; by its clofe connection with the general good of mankind, as focial, 
rational and accountable beings. It is an argument which cannot be repeated too 
often: what greater love can we conceive than for a mam to, die for his friend ? 
But cris fuffered an ignominious death for his enemies, and made that death 
effectual even to his perfecutors, if they. repented and obeyed his laws. For his 
death was a propitiation for the fins of the wions world; even for the MAHOMME- 
‘bans. Could a Gop die for lefs than a world? He prepared an immortality for 
att maakind, But his couniels are infcrutable, and we know not what degree of 
evidence refitted by men, renders them accountable. But ir feems agreeable to the 
common notions of mankind concerning the goodnefs of cop, that this perfect fa- 
crifce once madé, compentated for the imperfection of the human nature, and the 
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deviation froth its original purity; fo thar man becomes accountable only in pro- 
’ portion to his rebellion againft this divine law. Bh amc aa : 


. Unper this glorious difpenfation, the innocence and fimplicity of a child is beft 
adapted to learn, and to receive, fo plain, fo intelligible a law; which exhorts 
“men with the ftrongeft and molt perfuafive eloquence, to forfake the paths of 
~ perdition, and to be happy. The fentiments which cHRISTIANITY infpire, are fo 
abftracted from this world, and from a weak and vicious felfifhne(s, that it is im- 
poffible to confider them with an attentive and unprejudiced mind, without being 
convinced of their reafonablenefs, and ftruck with the deepeft fenfe of gratitude 
and refignation. i d a! 3 
Even Manommen underftood the excellence of the chriftian religion, when he 
adopted his precepts of juftice and charity from the gofpel. But though the 
MAHOMMEDANS Entertain the higheft notions of the Deity, humanly fpeaking, it 
will be difficult to reconcile them to cHristiaNrTy, on account of their fenfual 
gratifications. The chriftian religion fixes the boundaries between the animal and. 

, Fational part, .and is. calculated to preferve both. It regards the delights of the 
mind, and the charms of focial converfe, to which the MaHomMMeEpans in their: 
commerce with women are almoft ftrangers: for their falfe notions of religion. | 
alfo lead them to violate the common rights of humanity, by making flaves of one 

~ half of the {pecies. : ; 


Curistrantty: is.indeed a religion of felf-denial, much ‘more than is generally 

“imagined but it is a felf-denial which dignifies and improves human nature; a felf-. 

denial that has every mark which reafon can fuggeft, or revelation warrant, of that 

_ tule of life and human conduét, which can reftore man to the original perfection of” 

* bis nature; or effect that which fhall compenfate for the deficiency, at the great day 
of accounts, when Time fhall be fwallowed up in ETERNITY. 


As every thinking man in this ifland « feems to have fomething in his notions of 
religion peculiar to himfelf, it may be objected, that I who have been. endeavoring- 
‘to vindicate chriftianity with regard to the imputation of idolatry, and to. eftablith: 

+ my own fyftem of faith, as founded in the reafon of things, as well as in revelation, 
have been fingular in making no mention of grace. But to this I anfwer; that when. 
men act obediently to the divine law, not only becaufe it is good in itfelf, bue alfo 
hecaufe it is commanded by cop both motives. co-operating, I think they will,, 

: humanly fpeaking, produce a habit of mind, fit for the reception of that grace, . 
which I acknowledge to be the more immediate affiftance of cop; that affiftance,, 
which fupports, and cherifhes, and enables, man to perfevere in his obedience. 
From hence J conclude that raitH and ‘coop works a¢t reciprocally on each other; ~ 
neither being effectual without the other to the great end of our being. This, I con= 
ceive, may be eafily deduced from the nature of the human mind; from the common: 
meafure by which we judge of things, and from the notion. of religion in general.. 
Chriftians who, on one fide, afcribe all efficacy to coop-worxs ; whilit others, if pof=. 

“&ble, more inconfiftent, imagine rarru only to be effential, fem. to fall extreamly:. 
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fhort of the mark. To adopt the principles of both with the fame zeal as they 
“plead for one only, is I apprehend, to be a curistran, if thofe principles produce 
their natural fruits. 


Axp let mén difputé ever fo long concerning human nature, and all its various 
_connexions, it muft come to this; that fo long as we retain our REASON, we mult, 
acknowledge a firft caufe, or, in other words, that there is 2,Gop, and confe- 
quently that he made us what we ares and if he is infinite in wifdom, he made us 
‘pict. Men who think it of importance to employ their reafon about a future 
-ftate; or endeavor to underftand their own make, and the end to which they 
were intended, will difcover, that the conftitution of our moral nature, our con- 
dition with refpeét to externals, and our religion as chriftians, have all a mott 
amazing analogy. 


~ Iw other words, let him who entertains the leaft doubt concerning the great truths 
of cxeistianity, do himfelf the juftice to obferve how exaétly analogous the law 
of curist is with the common diétates of humanity : with every generous paffion 
of the mind; with every fentiment which the human breaft can form that is truly 
- great and noble, He will’ then fee, what a ftate of unmixed happinefs would be 
reftored to mankind, was this law univerfally revered and practifed.. The glorious. 
fyitem of ethics delivered by our Saviour on the mount, is calculated to anfwer all 
the exigencies of our temporal condition ; whilft the main’ {cope and defign of it : 
is to prepare us for a happy termination of it: and fince death is the unavoidable 
condition of life, and abforbs all leffer confiderations ; an entire reconciliation to 
it, on the principles of a rational hope of immortality, ought to be the great end : 
-of all human aétions, and of all the thoughts and devices of the human heart. 





Cn ok Po BOIS, 


‘Several converfations with the perstans on. different fubjetis. The tragical hiftory 
of prince pecKAWitZ. Principal events till the breaking out of a rebellion in 
ASTRABAD, 


O return to my narrative. ‘The perstans often took particular notice of the 
_ air of my countenance, perhaps imagining that I had fome apprehenfions of 
the approaching dinger. I told them that my temper difpofed me to be thought. ' 
ful; but if J underftood their language, and could converfe without an interpreter, j 
I thould probably take a fhare in every’ part of their difcourfe. 1 then enquired for 
news, particularly in regard to the rebellions on foot in remote parts of the king- 
dom, and if it was true that the tescees had taken DERBEND,- as was reported. 
‘This was touching them on a very tender ftring, and NASEER AGA anfwered hattily, 
“4 We do not talk of thofe things.” The anfwer however made no other impref- 
fion on me, ‘than that he was reftrained by fome prudential reafon, | 


3 On 
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Ow the 8th, the carriers pretended they muit have camels as well as horfes to . 
convey my caravan, and demanded money of me, to be advan-od them on account, 
that they might go among the neighbouring TuxxumMAN varTans to buy camels ; 
~ but I did not chute to comply with their reqaet.. Other exredients were alfo made 
ufe of, as if intended purpofely to delay ny deparcure, Sone of the townfinen 
again demanded of me to open my bales, and £11 them Sime pieces of cloth ; but 
this by no means fuited my purpofe, and I rather chof to make feveral of them pre- 
fents of two and a quarter gaz* of cloth, which is tle meafure they ufually take 
for a coat. ABpaLLan BEG, the governor's brother, was the molt importunate 
for cloth, though he had the leaft oceaGon for it, having lo@ his eyes for confude- 


rating with R1ZzA KOULIT MYRZA *, who attempted to deftroy the king his father a 
few years before this time. 










_ NaAsrer aca returning again to vifit me, I complained to him of the trifling 
conduét of the carriers and camel-drivers ; he acknowledged it was fo, adding, 
that the word of the lower fort of his countrymen was not to be depended upon 3. 
and therefore he would not recommend to me any PERSTAN as a fervant, agreeable 
to the requeft I had before made him, He again took notice to me, in a particular 
manner, of the ferious air of my countenance, infomuch that I thought it ne- 
ceffary to make a reply to this effed ; « Tobferve, Sir, you have mentioned this 
** fubject to me more than once ; you are the beft judge of my looks; but J think. . 
my countenance is more in fault than my heart.” It is true, I am a Jittle mor- 
“ tiled to fee myfelf trifled with, as if the townfmen did not defign I fhould ever 
‘* go from hence; but if you mean to admonifh me, I take it in good part ; and 
** fhall readily grant, “ that a merry heart maketh a chearful countenance.” Joy 
“ is as effential to the happinefs of man as oil to the flame 3 a principle which will- 
** prove the beft prefervative againft the miferies of life. Every, part of nature 
** feems to rejoice : The animal, and even the vegetable world, proclaim a joy in 
“* their exiftence: how much more ought man to exult in the comforts, the plea- 
“* fures, the glories of the vifible world; and to triumph in the contemplation of 
* his own immortality ? But is not a ferious turn of mind effential to that contem~ 
** plation ? 


ec 


“ THe appearance of the countenance will generally follow the turn of mind, 
allowing for health and the peculiar air of the face. But a fow of fpirits feems 
** to be indifpenfibly heceffary to fupport the heart in a habit of joy. The man of 
“a good underftanding, whof fpirits low brifkly, is bett qualified to think juftly, 
“* efpecially if from the earlieft part of his life he is fet in the paths of virtue; but 
“« thefe advantages feldom meet in one and the fame perfon. We generally find, 
“* that a mediocrity of fpirits is the greateft friend to an innocent life ; and inno- 
“* cence is the parent of that contentment which lays a good foundation; if it does 
“* not conftitute the effence of joy.” The old man now looked {er ioufly eee : 

; . e 


a 


* A Perstan meafare of 40 inches. > This prince was blinded by napre ; but anpaLtan BEG, 
i was faid, by the. compliment which his own father made to Naptx, by accufing his own Jon, in order 
to be on a level with the sam; but I apprehend he was guilty. 
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he was in labor with an important fecret, in which I was intimately concerned, 
though he dared not to tell me of it, 
: . 

Soon after this converfation two RUSSIAN flaves were offered to me for fale; I 
had no occafion for them, nor could I attempt their redemption out of charity 
I defired however to be informed of their misfortunes. They told me they had 
been taken when young by the oussecs, and fold to the rurKumans. They had 
ferved in the expedition of BecKAw1Tz the GEORGIAN prince, whofe ftory deierves 
a place in this journal, as it ferves to fhow the great difficulty, if not abfolute im- 


poffibility, of extending a trade among fo’ perfidious and barbarous a people as the 
TARTARS. ; 


Perer THE GREAT, amidtt all his fucceffes in war, did not neglect the purfuit 
of commerce. He had already made a furvey of the CASPIAN,-and formed a de- 
fign of extending his conqueft beyond samarcanp, fo far at leaft as to fecure the 
LAPIS LAZULI, which is-found in that neighbourhood. He had alfo flattered him- 
felf with the expectation of difcovering fome mine of gold, In the valley of soc 

_ is -a-river whofe fands abound with gold duft, which the PERSIANS, as likewife the 
‘gusiecs, and other neighbouring TARTARS, Ofterr gather. PERsta being at this 
time * in great confufion by the indolence of SHAM SULTAN HUSSEIN; and PETER 
thinking a {mall regular force fufficient for that purpofe, fent three,thoufand men: 
to reconnoitre this country. ‘There was a CIRCASSIAN prince, who, to avoid the 
miferies of Hussetn’s reign, had fled into russra with his treafure and family. 
"This prince foon died, and his fon named ALEXANDER BECKAWITZ, married into 
one of the greateft families in that empire. He was now chofen. by the emperor 
PETER to command in this enterprize, as well on account of the bravery of the 


GEORGIANS, as the particular knowledge this prince was fappofed £3 have of the 
FARTARS, 


Besrpus the perpetual haraffments which the TARTARS ufually give: a regular 
army, during a long and laborious march, they often burn up the grafs, and {poil. 
the water ; therefore to render the way to KHIEVA fhorter as well as fafer, PETER 
ordered a fort ta be built at cape KARAGANSKO!, which lies on the north eaft coaft 
of the caspran fea. This being done without any interruption, by means of the 
fhells and ftones found at that place, and magazines. being prepared, BECKAWITZ: 
ventured on his. intended difcovery. 


Berne arrived-near KH1EvA, the ovsnecs formed a great body to oppofe hiin. As: 
he had a good field artillery they did not chufe to attack him : on the contrary they. 
accepted his prefents, and promifed him water and provifions at a time when his ar- 
my was greatly diftreffed. After receiving the moft folemn affurances of the friend- 
fhip and protection of the ousBEG TARTARS, fie was induced. to-divide his forces 
into bodies of two-or three hundred, thefe treacherous friends pretending that by this 
means they could fupply them with provifions, and enable them to return home: 
with fafety. Having thus obtained their point, they fellon the deluded nusstans, 
who became an eafy prey. 


Tus: 
4716. 
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‘Tis unhappy prince, whom neceffity or inexperience had drawn into this fhare, 
was one of the firit that fell a facrifice to their perfidious barbarity, . He was brought 
before the tent of the KHAN of xHtEva, and a {carlet cloth being {pread on the 
ground, asa fignal of death, they ordered him to kneel down: but he refufed 
tocomply ; fo that, inftead of fuffering the eafy death of lofing his head with the 
Atroke of a fabre, he was hacked on the legs, and butchered in the moft barbarous 
manner, As to the forces who had been under his command, many were put to 
death ; fome remained as faves; and others retained in their fervice, efpecially the 
muficians, and thofe who belonged to the artillery, whom they found of ufe in their 
fubfequent wars. . P ; , 

To refume my own ftory. The goth, I was again honored with a numerous 
levee, more againft my will than minifters of ftate ufually behold a number of fui- 
‘tors whom it is not in their power to gratify; for thefe vifits anfwered no other 
purpofe than to take up my time. But what forprized me moft, was that the me- 
nial fervants, and feveral of the common people, were admitted to croud round the 
“arvan *, and be privy to the converfation, This was the lefs agreeable to me, as 
their conduét had given them no title to the knowledge of my defigns. J had an 
opportunity of obferving, that perfons of the beft quality among them were very 
ignorant of the affairs of Europe : one of the moft intelligent having heard of the 
fatal cataftrophe which happened the preceding fummer to feveral perfons* of dif- 
tinction in Russra, enquired if they were punithed for being of the PERSIAN party: 
though I believe no fugh party exifted in russta, 


“On the roth, a freth difficulty arofe, for our camel-drivers alledged ‘that they 
could not keep company with the horfes; and therefore they muft fet out two 
or three days before. I knew not how to reconcile myfelf to the thoughts of fepa- 

‘rating my company: however, the importunity of NASEER AGA, and the pretend. 
ed neceflity of the thing, induced me to confent. Accordingly" I delivered forty 
bales, the loads of ten camels, and fixed my own departure with the remainder of 
the caravan for the 14th. I fent an ARMENIAN fervant to attend the camels, and ap- 
pointed a certain rendezvous, which was on the other fide of the moft difficuly 
paffes in the mountains. 


On the 12ch, I made a vifit to the governor, who was much lefs courteous to 
me than ‘he had hitherto been, and appeared perplexed in his thoughts. - Ie was: 
faid, that he was providing horfés to fend the king’s treafure, confifting of feventeen 
thoufand crowns, to casBins; he now told me that he was fo bare of foldiers, 
he could not fpare me more than one. This ftartled me,’ for I was previoufly 
‘determined to have demanded a greater number than he had at firft appointed ; ef- 
-peciaily as I was obliged to feparate my company ; however I could not make any 
unprcffions on him. It feemed ftrange that a caravan of feventeen thoufand crowns: 
in money fhould require fo great a guard, and that to one of thirty thoufand crowns 
in cloth, a fingle foldier was fafficient. . I was ignorant of the fecret, and my ig- 
norance confticuted my happinefs at that time. I took my. leave of the governor, 
= defiring 


© The largeft apartment in the perstan hovfes, which is open on one fide. , 
ein : . : 
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defiring him to continue iné*rider his protection, and affift me with his-advice, in: , 
“any article he might think neceffary. : 


"re qth, my firft detachment departed.” I intended'?t6 ‘follow them immedi- 
“ately, and had prepared kepGavays ; thefe are a kind of covered chairs, which the 
“pERstaNs hang over camels in the manner of panhiers, and are big enough for one 
perfon to fit in, By this means t could: accommodate ‘any of my company if they 
fhould happen to fall fick, and’ provide ‘for, my own {ecurity againtt the extremity 
of the cold: “At length, by the interpofition of NaSEER AGA, L-obtained a promile 
-from the governor, that two foldiers fhould accompany the firft detachment-of my, 
caravan. ae 


: Tue next day in the evening they fet lights at the head and fect of the graves ‘of, 
their departed friends; round which they led fheep by the horns, in commemoration 
of aBRAHAM’s offering up his fon 1sMAEL 5 for they do nat allow it was tsaac. ” 


I. was’ now preparing to leave this city, the firft I had Yeen in persia, and of 
which I had received: very difagreeable impreffions: Whilft I was giving‘the necef- 
fary orders, my friend NAszER AGA came to elon me that it was rot'a lucky 
hour, therefore J muft not depart. I told him if. he had no other reafon, that I 
was one of thofe chriftians who do not regard lucky hours,’ but depending on. that 
good providence which at all times governs the world, Y begged’ I might be per- 
mitted to depart. He replied in a very definitive manner, that } moft not fet out. 
T thought it proper to fubmit, from the affurance I had always received. of the inte- 
+ gtity of his intentions, thowgh 1 imputed this repugnance to his fuperftition, 


CHAP. 
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hefore, and now appeared in arms.at the head of a party of Kuajars*, with an 
auxiliary body of TURKUMAN: TARTARS. ManomMeED KHAN’ BEG and sapoc 
aa, the two young men of diftinétion who were with the governor when I went 
rt to fee him, had joined MANOMMED HASSAN BEG, unanimoufly declaring that 

ighey meant to pofieis themfelves of. the city, of the:king’s treafure, and particu- 
Jarly of my caravamrs an@ the better to delude themfelves, and the unhappy citi- 
gens, they gave out that the sHan was dead. 


"Tas y6th, MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG the governor fent two couriers into KHORA- 
‘san to bring forces: to his affiftance. - At the fame’time he commanded ten fol- 
‘diers to guard the ten camels loaded with my cloth, back into the city: this how- 
“ever was but an.idle expedient, as the enemy was already pofiefitd of all the 
-avenues, and the goods actually lodged in a village belonging to MAHOMMED KHAN 

pec. The only comfort which NASEER AGA now gave us, was, that whilft he 
lived they fhould not touch our lives, He had been one of the chief advifers of 
Mr. zLToN, a few months before, to attempt this rout to MESCHED, which. indeed 
was according to the original plan, as already mentioned‘, The old man was 
now perfeétly fenfible of the dangers which threatened us. The refpe€t which had 
been always fhewn him by MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, and his thoughtlefs followers, 
who had embarked in this defperate enterprize, induced him to. venture among, 

« them, and to endeavor to diffuade them from fo rafh and perilous an undertaking. 
They fuffered him to recurn, but he made not any-impreflion on them. . Hitherto 
he had appeared undaunted; but now fpoke fhoft, and was impatient of being 
queftioned.: His whole mind and perfon appeared as if he was that night to render 
up his accounts for all his patt life; and for the yeats that had rendered his beard. 
fo venerably hoary. a : 


A nesigeen city incapable of defence, a faithlefs and weak garrifon, were things: 
as new to tHe a3 PERSIA and PERSIANS3 but the notion I had entertained of the ruR- 
KUMAN TARTARS, and their barbarity of manners, made the worft impreffion on: 
me, Ldid not conceive what purpofe it would anfwer for them to commit any 
violence on my perfon, for it could not eonceal their robbery; nor had F any 

“apprehenfion their rebellion could be fupported; but the report was, that they 
would put us to the fword. My attendants recommended my difguifing myfelf 
‘in apenstan habit; but I chofe to remain in my proper fhape and character, which. 
‘¥ could fupport much better. Reports now crowded on each other, that the rebel. 
army had advanced within a fhort diftance. The governor and NASEER AGA, 
vealous of their own fafety, and of the impoffibility of defending the city, difgui-- 
fed themfelves in the habits of peafants, and mounting on horfeback, each behind. 

‘a real peafant, made their efcape in.the night. : 


- oy diftrely and mifery in which thefe infatuated people were involving them-. 

felves, feemed to me the moft interefting fabjeét.. Thofe whe were not difpofed to- 
_rebellion, now curfed me as the caufe of the evils they forefaw ; alledging that if: 
: ; : * Thad 


“as The inhabitants of this province are fe called, "> Kuan is here a name thongh otherwife under 
food as a title. © See ps 320 ; 3 


Chap. XXX. THE PROVINCE OF ASTRABAD. 138 


Thad not brought fo valuable a caravan to ASTRABAD, the people had not rebelled: 
Perhaps I was an inftrument of providence in the chaitifement of thefe unhappy 
men, but I had nothing to reproach myfelf with on that account; and in this 
general calamity I knew not in how great a degree I might partake, and therefore 
thought it neceflary to prepare for all events. The flattering expectation we 
“had entertained, that as the enemy had no artillery, the town might be eafily defend- - 
ed till fuccour fhould be brought, induced us to lay in a quantity of provifion: 
but this was vain; we had nothing left but to receive our conquerors, and fubmit 
‘to their pleafure. 


In the evening I retired to my apartment to indulge my own meditations, not, 
“forgetting my ordinary practice of writing. Without the affiftance of my pen I 
“could not trace out the whole connexion of my thoughts, nor properly digeft them , 
vand the occafion was now very important. _ What I find in my journal is to this 
effect, and pretty near the fame words, ahd 5 


“O penericenr father, thou tender parent and univerfal lord, of atu} I befeech 
** thee to hear the prayer which in the deepeft humiliation of my foul.I now make. 
‘© before thee. 


“ O cop! whom have I to truft in, but thee: thou ‘has been ‘my fuccour 
~.& through all the pou and viciffitndes of my life ; even from my mother’s breatt, 
‘Tf it is thy good pleafure yet to preferve that life; let all my future hopes, and 
** all my wifhes, center in thee alone. Let the remembrance of thy mercies in- 
‘“fpire my mind with the moft ardent love, the moft exalted gratitude: let the 
“s¢ tender laws of humanity ever poffefs my foul, and render me acceptable in thy 
“* fight, through the merits of thy dear son, who prep to redeem the world, 


*« Bur if thy gracious providence has ordained, that my life be now brought to 
an vend by thete unthinking men ; thy will be done. Avert, O Lord, the de- 


** ftruction that threatens them, and lay not’ my blood to their charge. 


“IT rremate, O Lord, at thy juftice; but thy goodnefs and paternal love; thy 
““* tender, boundlefs mercy ig extended to all thy works : fuffer me not to perifh. 
*© And thou, my Redeemer, who camett into the world to faye finners, I grafp thy 
. ‘6 bleffed fect. O, reject me not, reje&t me not, thou cop of mercy; let my re- 
* smembrance of thy life and fufferings, thy agonies and ignominious death for the _ 
* fins of mankind, now fupport and fecure me in thy favor; and by thy refur- 
* section and afcenfion, by thy ever-prevailing merits and interceMion at the throne 
“* of the Almighty, procure that pardon, without which I am undone. , 


°0 omNiscrenT father, who knoweft all the circumftances of human life, and 

*¢ the evils to which it is expofed: Thou who knoweft the fecrets of mens hearts, 
**-and all their inmoft thoughts, Ibefeech thee call to mind the laborious; though 
** imperfect ftruggles of my lifé, to fubdue myfelf to a fincere obedience to thy 
“* Jaws, as the fupreme object of my wifhes. If I have done any thing accept- 
“© able in thy fight, O remember it in thy infinite goodnets and compaffion, ce 
: -$-2 “ thy 
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¢ thy mercy erafes alt record of the numberlefs follies, and infirmities of my life 5 
« and of all the offences I have been guilty of againft thee. : 


“« Support me, O Lord of mercy, in the remembrance of that boundlefs favor 
« and tender love, which thou haft fhewn to all the fons of men, through all ages 
« of the world. 


« Ewanie me, O bleffed Lord, to fix my heart on thee. Let no object: diftra& 
« my mind, or weaken my attention. Awe me with fear, and prevent my 
« prefumptuous thoughts; yet fill my heart with an entire confidence in thy 
“ mercy; warm it with a feraphic fire, and prepare’ my fpirie for thy tremendous. 
“ prefence. ; ' 

* Ip it is thy will that Fnow render back this vital heat and motion,’ which, 
« fprang from thee, great author of life, and fupporter of this {tupendous world ! 
« If my hour is come, O fuccour me in the fecret paths of death; and thou, O 
« bleffed Redeemer of the world, receive me into the glory thou has prepared for 
“ thy fervants.” ; 


1 wap ordered a watch to be kept all night, that I might not be furprized ; and 
after employing myéelf in as proper a manner as I could upon fo interefting an oc- 
cafion till eleven, I flept till four in the morning. _ 1 was then awakened by a 
brifk, but irregular difcharge of mufketry. A filence enfuied, from whence I con- 
cluded the city was delivered up to MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, and, to my great 
comfort, it proved fo: had any fruitlefs refiftance been made, the befiegers would. 
probably have carried things to the greater extremities. As I heard no tumult, I 
flattered myfelf that the rebels would not proceed to any flaughter, and that the 
capture of my merchandize would content them, ' The 17th, MAHOMMED HASSAN 
Bro no fooner entered the town, than he. fought for MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG the: 
late governor, for his father MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had fome years before de-_ 
livered FATEY ALI KHAN KHAJAR, the father of the’ prefent rebel chief, to NADIR, 

_ by whem he was put to death : the governor however had been too fenfible of his. 
danger to. wait the arrival. of the rebels. 


Noise and mérriment feemed neceffary to fupport the fpirits of thofe who had: 
embarked in this defperate enterprize. They feized the city-drums, and a large 
party went about beating them and hollowing; at the: fame time they drove before: 
them the cALENTER *, and another perfon, both naked, and demanded the sHan’s. 
‘reafure, which MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG. had carefully concealed. before his de- 
parture. ; : : 


In was now my turn ‘to receive a vift from them, and hear my fate. Sapoc 
AGA, who was appointed a general » with MAHOMM!D KHAN. BEG, both young: 
- men of more fire than judgment, headed a party of fourteen armed perfons of the- 
beft diftinétion among them, and came to my houfe.. I had collected. my fervants. 
: in: 

‘© Town- clerk and colleGor of the city, who aéted as fub-governor. Sippar. 
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4n one room, from whence IJ fent a little boy, a €ervani, who underitood the tur. 
KIsH language, which is moft known to the kHayars, to conduét th hile vifi~ 

_ ters to us, and to tell them, that as we were at their mercy, we hoped they would 
treat us. with humanity. They immediately entered, and declared, they did not 
mean to hurt us; on the contrary, that as foon as their government wis eflablifh- 
ed, they would pay me for my goods. They demanded at the fame time, where 
they were lodged ; and informed me that the forty bales which I had fent out of the 
town fome days before, were already in their. poffeffion. ManoMMED KHAN BEG 
then demanded my purfe, which I had prepared with about thirty crowns in gold 
and filver: he contented himfelf for the prefent with counting it, and then returned 
it to me, demanding if I had any more; for that it would be the worfe for me. 
if I concealed any. I thought it warrantable however to make an evafive anfwer, 
though it was a true one as to. the fact; viz. that all the town knew I had been. 
fearching for money in exchange for my bill on Mr exron, not having fufficient 
to convey my carravan to MESCHED, As gold can purchafe any thing exept virtue 
and health, wnderftanding and beauty, I thought it might now adminifter to our: . 
fafety. ¥ therefore referved a purfe of one hundred and fixty crowns in gold, ap- 

. prehending that the fkilful application of it might ward off the danger which threat- 
ened us ; but I foon found, that our fecurity was in our fuppofed poverty ;° for in near- 
three weeks diftrefs I durft not fhew a fingle piece of gold, much lefs acknowledge: 
that I had faved any money. eye : 






I nap here an opportunity to confider the admirable Jeffons of morality, which: 

- the MaHOMMEDANS teach by example and practice, whilft the chriftians hold the: 

theory in great veneration. A-MAHOMMEDAN, who isa general to-day, and a com-. 

mon foldier to-morrow, fays, IT 18 THE WILL OF Gop. Far from laying violent. 

’ hands on himfelf, he thinks it at-leaft as honourable to fubmit, and fhew obedience: 

to the decrees of heaven, as he did in the meridian of his. power, to obey the com-. 
mands of his fovereign.« ie : 

Finpine things conduéted with fome appearance of juftice, T now turned my: 
thoughts on the kindnefs. of providence in bringing this event about in the city,, 
rather than upon the road, where it was highly improbable I fhould have received: 
fuch gentle treatment. My drooping fpirits revived, and I confidered how bett’ 
to extricate myfelf. Iwas now more than ever inclined to that opinion, that the: 
mind of man is fo formed, as naturally to employ itfelf in the purfuit of pleafure x 
and that its operations, when. they have their true bias, have always.a repugnancy. 

_ topain. Upon the fame principle it will turn itfelf from a view. of the evils.of life, 
and fly off, as it were, on the wings of refignation and hope:to a: fcene of comfort 
and delight. Sorrow, which is not in its final iffue productive of joy,. feems to, 
belong to man, only as his reafon becomes obfcured by accidents, that is, by an: 

_irreligious or melancholy difpofition,. The Savior of mankind, though perfe&, 
was indeed. ‘* a man of forrows, and acquainted. with grief,” but it was for. the- 

- fins of the world for which he mourned ;. his forrows are changed into everlafting, 
joy, and were intended to. change ours. alfo into a happy immortality. Thus the 

. goodnefs of the great Lord of nature is obvious to a degree of amazement; for if 
by a natural propenfity of the foul we turn from forfow and. the evils. of life, andi 
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fix the mind on’the ‘remedies of thofe evils and if there is_no evil but religion 
points out the remedy alfo, even when we are forrounded with bitter calamities 5- 
what confolation might not this afford? What joy can exceed that, of acting under 
the care and protection.of the tender parent of mankind ? who can no more mean 
:vo ‘hurt us unoffending, .than he can ceafe his Own exiftence ; nor can he, without 
‘trials, give us an opportunity of virtue; nor without virtue, is it confiftent to ima- 
gine we are the objects of his love. Happy were it for the world, if the trials of. 
profperity had ordinarily the fame iffue as thofe of diftre’s, which foften the heart 
to a fenfe of obedience. Ingratitude, which is twin-bora with. pride, and the ge- 
snuine offspring of the corruption of human nature, fometimes predominates moit,. 
‘where moft thanks are due to heaven ;. and this by the connection there is between 
the gratification of uncofreéted paffions and appetites, and the means of fuch 
-gratifications ; hence it may be obierved, that what men call profperity is a blefling, 
~ora curte, jut as it is ufed. : . . 


Whra refleétions like thefe I endeavored to turn the edge of this misfortune, and 
as ‘vwuch as poffible to convert it into an occafion of good. The greateft indignity 
I had yet experienced, was that of being fhut out of the habitable part of my houfe, 
and particularly my chamber, and the ule of my baggage ; my magazine of mer- 
chandize, 1 had of courfe given up. .There was alfo great reafon to apprehend 
fome irregular proceedings from the foldiers, particularly the rurxumans: I 
therefore defired that a guard might be appointed, not for the fecurity of our per- 
fons only, but to preferve from any violation, the feal which they fixed on the door 
of the ware-houfe where the cloth was depofited. They declared this to be a very 
reafonable requeft, and immediately gave the necelfary orders. ° ; 

Ir was but natural to apprehend they would proceed to fome executions in cold 
‘blood; but, to my great furprize and fatisfaction, I found they had put only one 
man to death: this perfon was a groom belonging to MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN 
who under his mafter’s dire€tion, had been the atual executioner of TH@HMaS 
suan, their lat lawful king, and now, by @ very fingular work of providence, 

falling into the hands of thete rebels, fell a facrifce to their juft refentment. I was 
greatly furprized to obferve with what facility the Jate fubjeéts of wapir, and the 
fervants of the late governor, profefied an entire devotion to the new chief MAHOM- 
MED HASSAN BEG, whom they ftiled their KHAN *. : ; 


Tre 18th, it was now very apparent on what principles HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOM+ 
‘mep had aéted; he was in the fecret of the rebellion from the time of my arrival, 
and brought me to the town, under the higheft profeffions of friendfhip, asa fheep 
to the flaughter. However, it was my bufinefs to difguife my fentiments; for as 
J had nothing there to lofe but my life, or liberty, I had nothing elfe to think of : 

- Ytherefore fill behaved to the HAHDGEE, as to one on whom I depended ; and, in- 
ftead of reprdaching, I entreated of him to recover of the carriers the money I had | 

. advanced them, if their kra would permit it; alledging that neither mylelf nor 

_cny fervants could live upon the air; for I concealed the money I had faved. He 


. repre+ 


W Tides, 
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reprefented the cafe, and obtained a recovery of about one hundred and fifty crowns, 
part of which he returned to us in fugh proportions as he thought Propers, to pror 
vide for the common neceffaries of life: 25,88 As s 
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The. Author engages the friendfhip of the rebel-governor, who holds a council abgut the - 
cs 
\ divifion of the plunder. He is in danger of being carried as a flave :into TERKUM Am - 
wia. He leaves astRABAD.. os ‘ : 
ABA SADOC, a perfon of extraordinary ftature and ‘comelinefs, was appoirited : 
governor of the city: the generous air of this man’s countenance was the very 
picture of humanity, As he had great authority among the rebels, I: entreated 


- him to be reftored to the ufe of my chamber and baggage, having had. no.. better 


lodging the night before than a mat in my kitchen, which was open .to the air, . 
Befides the money.already mentioned, I took the precaution to. conceal. half a. 
piece of rich filk, expecting by, this means to procure the kindnefs of forme perfon . 
in power; and accordingly. 1 conveyed: to BABA sapoc, as the poor remains. of ; 
my plundered. fortunes, as much of this.as would make a persian. drefs.. He - 
bid me be comforted, affured me that no harm fhould happen to me, and imme- . 
diately ordered the feal to be taken off my chamber door; -but at the. fame time he.- 
enjoined me to obferve the ftricteft fecrecy, with regard to the prefent I had made : 
him ; for the chiefs already began to be jealous of each other about the divifion of ; 
the {poil ; and the more as,they had not yet difcovered the sHAn’s treafure.:. 


Tue igth, in the morning, MAHOMMED KHAN BEG and sapoc aca, With atrainy 
of attendants, came to my houfe, and carried off feveral bales, concealing others. , 
in different apartments, with a defign to convey them.away at. night. One of the: 
company , expoftulated. with them, as if they had no authority for what they did: - 
but. they confidering themfelves upon an equality with their leader,. laughed at : 
the admonition, This gave me the ftronger apprehenfion of the ruin -which hung . 
over the heads of thefe.rafh young men. 


“ MavomMED KHAN BEG, who-had before returned me my purfe, now detnanded ! 


. it back with the fame menacing language. However, I thought it neceffary to be - 
filent upon that fubject, having already given him an anfwer.. Upon. this. occafion , 


SaDOC AGA, pointed at me with an infulting fmile, defiring his friend to obferve - 
my appearance, as if he meant to ridicule my diftrefs.:;, About noon. they affembled ; 
at my houfe, where they demanded a regular account of all my clothy. which I{ 


. accordingly delivered to them. Some. difficulties being ftarted with regard to the - 


meafure; the perfon objecting was foon filenced by a general declaration that the. 
CHRISTIANS are very regular, as well as juft, in their dealings, ,. — oe 
3. a a Manamen- 
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. -MANOMMED KHAN BEG then introduced two of the rurkuman chiefs, Thefe 
were the greateft objects of my fear, but they were no lefs fo of my contempt. 
Their habits were very coarfe, and their countenance yet more hard and ill-favored. 
They pulled off their boots, and came with naked feet on the carpet, where they 
were received with great diftinéion by the KuayaRs, who conducted them to the 
feat of honor, MAHOMMED KHAN BEG turning towards me, faid, “* Thefe are the 
* pillagers of countries, who fow deyaftation where-ever they go: you may now 
_’* confider them as your merchants.” ‘The TURKUMANS added, “ You give us the 
46 merchandize of the nusstans (for fo they called us) will you not give us the RuS- 
« gtans alfo?” To which feveral of the kuayars replied, particularly BABA 
‘sapoc, * What can you do with them?” They anfwered, “ They will do well 
“© to keep our fheep.” . I was armed in a confidence of fecurity from the .pro- 
mifes I had received of protection’; but this declaration of the TURKUMANS increafed 
“my impatience to leave the city at fome rate or other. The, affembly then confulted 
“publickly, and without the leaft referve, how they fhould divide the fpoil, and 
‘broke up feemingly well fatisfied with their prize. 


_. ‘Tue perplexity which I obferved_in their councils, gave me very melancholy 
oprefages of their approaching fate. I had the fatisfaétion at the fame time of 

thinking there was the lefs danger of their conquering all the fouthern coaft of the 
_ caspian, and confequently that the ENGLISH factory at GHILAN might efcape fall- 
_ ing into their hands.” ‘ ae : 


Tus governor of MazZANDERAN, which is the next province to the weftward, had 
- been in confederacy with them ; but upon their inviting him to take arms, he re- 
turned for anfwer, “* That they might fleep in the bed which they had made.” My 
_great anxiety was in what manner I fhould get out of their hands. I was firmly 
_of opinion, that their reign could be only for a few weeks; and that either the city 
would be belieged by the suan’s forces, and the inhabitants put to the fword; or 
«the rebels would be beat in the field.- But every way I faw danger; for if they. left 
. the city behind them, they might, in their retreat to the deferts of TURKUMANJA, 
‘carry us off, with every thing they could find: and even if they fucceeded, the 
TURKUMAN party and intereft would increafe, and I fhould be carried a flave 

. into their barbarous country. ; : a 


Tue persrans and KHayaRs,’ who had a different fenfe of honor and humanity 
from the TURKUMANS, knew that whatever motives might induce them to rebel a- 
-gainft their fovereign, they had no right to rob me. Hence they expreffed an anxi- 
ous concern for my fecurity, and charged me very ftrictly to conceal myfelf as much 
,as,poffible from thefe rarTars. MAHOMMED HASSAN himfelf feemed defirous to fave 

_ aig from any farther misfortune, and promifed to grant us a paffport. In times of 
nteftine commotions the country abounds with flying parties of robbers: the pea- 
fants of MAZANDERAN were alfo expected to be in arms. HAHDGEE MYRZA MA- 
HOMMED, into whofe bands neceffity had obliged me to throw myfelf, reprefented 

_ the great hazard we fhould be -expofed to in attempting to return to GHILAN 5 for 

- which reafon he recommended our retiring to fome {ecret place in the neighbouring. 

. .snountains,” where the PERSIANS, Upon fuch -occafions, érequently conceal them- 

. ; felves. 
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felves. Thad no fufpicion of his being fuch a villain 4s to have a defign againit 
my life; however, I had no opinion of his propofal, and rather: cho to go openly 
out of the city with fuch a guard as I could Procure. In this I was oppofed by my 
interpreter, and all my fervants, alledging, if I infifted on putting our efcape to 
any fuch iffue, they would not attend me. With regard to-them, I was in the 
fame circumftances ‘as'a matter in re{pect-to his mariners after his fhip is wrecked ; 
but whether it was from their Breater experience, or not, their fears ran very high. 


Tue rgth, my interpreter marreuse went to MAHOMMED HASSAW,-to thank 
him for the protection I had received from him, and to beg the continuance of it. 
The prices of the cloth being demanded of the interpreter, according to the in- 
timation he had received for that purpofe from the kKHayars, he mentioned twenty 
per cent. more than the real value; that the ruRKUMAN chiefs, who were then in 
MAHOMMED HASSAN’S tent, might receive the higher impreffion of the prefents he 
had made them. Thefe rarrar allies having now received the price of their 
friendfhip, and expe@ting little more than the event of a battle, began to murmur 
and talk of returning to their deferts, This conduét might naturally be expected 
of thofe who came only as dogs to a bone, and have, much lef fidelity than is 
ufually found in that-animal. Several of the common TURKUMANS intruded them- 


felves into my houfe, pretending a curiofity to fee us; but, as I afterwards learnt, 


their real intention was to confult by what means they might carry us off. 


Fear now took place of turnultuous Joy, they already feemed to repent of their 
conduét, and the gates of the city were ordered to be fhut, and no perfon to pafs in 
or out without the knowledge of manomMen Hassan. In the evening I tirft 
obferved the comet which appeared at this time in the heavens, and was now a 
little to the fouth-weft of my habitation. qu 


Tue 20th, sapoc aca, declared that in a day or two he intended to make in- 


curfions into MAZANDERAN, which was alfo tipe fora revolt; but the inhabitants’ 


of that province had too mean an opinion of the asTRABAD chiefs, to declare in 
their favor, Hanpcer myrza MAHOMMED, who had hitherto magnified the 
difficulties of my efcape, now reprefented it more praéticable.. With regard. to the 
rebellion he had pulled off the mafk intirely, by the great joy he exprefied upon a 
report, that four thoufand delerters from the SHAH's camp were coming to their 
affiftance : an event which appeared highly improbable. But fuch was the infatua- 
tion of thofe miferable people, that they greedily fwallowed down this news, which 
was one inftance of that fatal credulity which induced them to take up arms. 
The four thoufand men, in fact, proved only to be four oussze couriers, whom 
the san had fent to KHeIva for mecruits, and were now in their way thither. 
Thefe men boldly reported chat the suaw had a great army not far from GuiLan. 


‘THE TURKUMANS were already exceeding clamorous, pretending that they hai 
been promifed the value of forty thoufand crowns in cloth, and a confiderablé fam 
of money, which they affirmed they had not received in any fuch proportion, not- 
withftanding the sHan’s treafure of feventeen thoufand crowns had been at length 
difcovered. Upon this feveral quarrels enfued, im which one of the rurKUMANS 
| Vou dL ‘ Tt. : was 


- 
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was cut to pieces? this induced a confiderable body of them to retire from the campy. 
Tn the mean while.a certain woman, in an enthufiaftic, and indeed prophetic rage, 
ran about the ftreets beating her breait, and tearing her hair; faying, “* now for 
“ this T——d of a kwan *, will. this poor city be put to the fword |” 


MaHoMMED KHAN BEG Was very inquifitive when I intended to fet out on’ my: 
journey to CHILAN. This gave me fome uneafinefs; for the treatment J had re-. 
ceived from him, and the great encomiums. he had beftowed on the rurKUMAN 
chiefs, made me fufpect, that he would not {cruple to point,out to them by what 
means they might carry us off, fince they could not obtain us. by the general.confent: 
of the KHAJARS. 


“Qw the 2ift, the news of the plunder brought an_ additional reinforcement of” 
ene hundred trurxumans to the-rebcl-camp, who from an impatient defire each: 
had of being the firft in paying his refpects (0 MAHOMMED HASSAN, Created fome 
difturbance. In the mean‘while, as they had before challenged us in relation to our: 
faith as CHRISTIANS, ‘we were now repretented by fome. fuperftitious or malicious: 
perfons, as men who did not believe in the fupreme Berne ; and indeed I was aps 
prehenfive that they meant to draw from this principle a reafon for. difpofing of ug+ 
in what manner they pleafed, without the violation of any divine law. This was. 
an opinion of a dangerous tendency, but too grofs to be fwallowed by the wifer: 
opart of them: The rebels had already taken our TARTAR boy, and detained him. 
gor fome time: this increafed the panic of the reft. ef my fervants, who at length, 
refulved to fhare my fortune in getting out of the town. I was the more impatient 
to fee myfelf free of all impediment, as I determined to feek the suan, and appeali 
to him for juftice ; though I dared not. at, that time to talk of any fuch matter, 


Tur 22d, my interpreter delivered to MaHOMMED HASAN a regular account of. 
the real value of the goods ; and the better to carry on the farce, defired a bill. 
ef him for the amount ;. which he accordingly gave... After we had engaged the- 
‘WAHDGEE to provide us ten of his armed villagers as a guard, and agreed for; 
horfes to carry us, we determined to leave the town the next day a little before: 
fun-rifing. ; 


® Meaning MAHOMMED. HASSAN the. rebel.chief. . 


CHAP.. 
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thought it inconfiftent with ‘his intereft to fuffer me tocarry them off. His de- 
mure countenance and ftriét obfervance of the letter of the law, fhewed him to be 
a true PHARISEE; for his pretence to more than common fanctity, was but the 
‘Breater violation of {ubttantial virtue. -He had us in his pofféffion, and made no 
fcruple to declare, that he would not anfwer for our fafety a fingle. mile further 5 
and that the carriers who were under his jurifdiction, fhould ‘not ‘proceed with us, 
unlef 1 left my baggage with him. He mentioned at the fame time a filver 
mounted bridle, fome gold ftuff, plate, and other things which:-he fuppofed. were 
yet in my poffeffion. I reprefented to him my impatience to proceed, and that I 
would run all hazards: but he replied with a treacherous fmile, “* YOU'ARE VERY 
“6 wise.” This crafty old:man, whofe perfidioufnefs was exceeded by nothing but 
his hypocrify, determined: to play ‘a cunnigg- game. If the febellion fucceeded, 
he would make a prize of my baggage 5. and if it did not fucceed, he would. plead 
his loyalty ‘by prelerving it for me, under the pretence of affording protection to a 
perfon, of whofe circtmftances’ he knew very well the sHan muft be minutely 
acquainted, if I efcaped with ‘my life. 


_ Toprove 2 man to be a villain, “by. pulling off the mafk, in which he thinks him- 
felf difguifed, oftentimes makes him Such ina ‘sriore'defperate degree ; I was there- 
fore afraid to reproach the HAHDGEE, left I fhould Britten a. worfe evil than the 
lof of my baggage; for he pretended all the while to. be higtty-inearefted. for my 
fafery. 1 faw myfelf entirely at his mercy, and was apprehenfive if Thad taken my 
baggace from his houfe, I fhould not be able to keep it long from other thieves, 
who might not be fo civil in their manners as this courtly robber. The HanDGEE 
having entertained us handfomely at fupper, I retired to my apartment where I 
determined to play the game which: he had ae me, though upon very different 
principles. I cut off the filver from ‘my bridle, with the trimmings“from my 
cloaths, and alfo concealed what little plate Lhad. Notknowing how to difpofe 
of fome yards of rich filk which I had brought off from ASTRABAD, witliout a 
fufpicion of having concealed things of value, ‘I new delivered it to my fervant, who 
wrapped ‘it round his body. “Fhus hiding every thing <hm-was portable in a fmall 
compafs, I fealed up the remainder.» 5 0s ao 


Earry the next morning I delivered the grofs of my baggage to the HAHDOEE, 
who was very defirous to know why I fealed it up. I told him fmiling, * Itis 
« yfual among EUROPEANS, when they leave any thing in thecuftedy ofa rrIEzND, 
to ufe this method.” I then defired he would reftore me my money which re- 

‘ mained in his hands, otherwife, AFTER ALL HIS FRIENDSHIP, I muft perifh on 
+ my journey ;” for though he knew moft of my affairs, yet he was. ignorant 

#that I had faved any money. The fum due from the HAapcEE was about one 

“ hundred and fifty crowns, as already mentioned, of which he had the charity to 
pay me about fixty, twenty of which was in bad money; and to make up for the 
inconvenience he fuffered in this CHARITABLE payment, he robbed. me of the only 
horfe I had, not belonging to the carriers; at leaft. the.horfe was not to be found 
the next morning, and I went away without him. - 


We 
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We-advanced through by-paths about twenty ENcLisH miles, without any ap- 
parent danger ; for the few. peafants whom’ we faw at différeat times, ran from us 
into the woods, taking us for enemies. That night we lay in the open fields. 
The 26th, atter travelling over ditches. and through pathlefs woods, we arrivest 
at a ruined cottage, which was. however very acceptable to us in onr-condition. 
“The greateft concern I had was. to ‘prevent the sHacK ats from running away 
with my accoutrements: thefe. animals, with which the woods abound, are re- 
markably tond of leather: they are alfo very domeftic, infomuch that teveral of 
them paffed over my bed during the night. I was determined to part with my con- 
duétors as foon as -ganivenient ; for they fowed rebellion where-ever they went. 
The little children in: the villages, taking us for Tarrars, called out “ TURKU- 
‘* Mane ;”’.as if they meant toreceivg us as their perverRERs. The people every 
where complained aloud, that the sHaH had reduced thein to the extremeft mifery * 
We pafféd by the ruins of. the palace at. raKaBAD,- once: famous for the  reftdence 
of the rersran kings. This city-hayingbeen often plundered by the ruRKUMans, 
is now abandoneds theré being only Sew PERSIAN and ARMENIAN inhabitants. 
From hence we paffed to a little village upon a lake, where feveral peafants {up~ 
port themfelves by catching wild ducks. They go in boats during the night, near 
the marfhy banks, which are covered with rufhes, and carry..great lights on the 
ftern, then ringing a number of fmall bells, the birds are confounded, .and fly 
into their. very hands. : : 


Tue carriers had engaged to conduct us to saLFRusn, the capital -of .mazan+ 
DERAN, which was yet about twenty miles diftant ; but hearing that MaHOMMED 
KHAN, the admiral of the fea coafts, was levying forces to oppofe the asrrapap 
rebels, they would not proceed with me any farther. 1 was in a country furround: 
ed by nrarfhes,. where no. horfes, nor any other-cattle were to.be- had, and there- 
fore defired: they: would,at leaft condué& me to fome place where we could procure 
horfes.; but this they alfo refufed, alledging, that as.we-were near the fea, we might. 
go by water. Accordingly, the 27th in the morning, they conducted us to a poor 
fitherman’s hut on the. fea coaft, -He had only a canoe, which. was very. leaky, 
and too {mall for fx perfons.; -belides, it could be navigated only with oars near - 
the fhore, where the furf ran fohigh, that I had no conception how it was -pofiible 
for fuch a boat to convey us twenty. miles,;..1 therefore repeated my .inftanceg tg the 
carriers, that they would either find-ie-harfes, according to their engagtinent, .or. 
at leaft carry me where I could procure them. . ‘They treated my demand with con- 
tempt;. which obliged me. ta threaten thém. te ufe force: upon. this two. of rere 

cing,» 


a Mr. orrer, of the academy of paris, who travelled in rersta a few years: before this tine, men- 
tions a remarkable {peech which was made him by a poor péafant, when he queftioned him why he did not : 
cloath his daughter better. ** You,” fays-the peafant, ‘alk this queftion much at your eafe ; but f fancy . 
* you do not know napra sHAn. Inftead of thinking of our cloaths, it is well if we can get a mor- 
*« fel of bread: Are we not obliged to.fell all we have to find him money, and prevent our being baf- 
“ tonaded to death ? They now demand of me three romans (thirty crowns) I know not where to get - 
“them: my cattle, my flocks, and my moveables are. already carried off by the snan’s collectors 
“ (muwassits) I have only two or three theep left whofe misk Serves to nousifh me, and this poos girl, 
“whom I would gladly fell, even to a foreigner, if I could get for her the fara they demand of ine: 
* the can never bein a worfe condition than fhe is here, efpecially if the thould have. the. misfortune a 
 lofe me, which mult infallibly happen, if I am not ina condition te pay this money.”” 
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being armed with match-locks, lighted their matches : two had bows and arrows; 
_ and all of them,’ being fix in number, had fabres; they alfo put themfelves in a 
pofture of defence. T colleéted my company, among whem were four mufkets, a 

inderbufs, and a pair of piftols; but I could hardly depend on more than two 
of my fervants. In this fituation we parleyed for fome time, till at length I fub- 
mitted to run the rifk of being drowned; rather than engage in a fray, where I 
might have more probably ended my life, but could not poffibly obtain any honor 
or advantage, except the precarious ufe of horfes, through a country entirely un- 
known to us. Trufting therefore to providence, we embarked in the canoe. We 
made our way with paddies: along the fhore, in four or five feet water, within 
banks of fand, fo that we had breakers on both fides of us. Had the wind come 
from the north, it would have been impoffible for the canoe to live; but gentle 
breezes from the eaft, with the fkilfulnefs of our boatman in this fort of naviga- 
tion, brought us fafe to MESCHEDIZAR, 


Ow the 28th, I learnt that the governor of this province (MAzanpeRAN) had 
collected a thoufand men to make head againft the rebels; but their unwillingnefs 
to fight, from. their diffaffection to the government, had induced them to feparate ; 
the governor himfelf had.alfo retired: - However, the admiral MAHOMMED KHAN 
was there: endeavouring by all means .to collet a-body..of forces :. SHANVERDIE, 
BEG, a colonel in the marine, was alfo with him, J fent:af-aARMENIAN fervant 
to inform them of my artival, and to beg their protection ; on which sHAVERDIE 
pec, fent me a horfe handfomely caparifoned, and four. mules for my fervants. 


Tur goth, we cameto natFkusn, where Thad the fatisfaction to learn the opi- 
nion of the PERS!AN merchants, that the suan would make good my lofs. Ma- 
HOMMED KSiAN congratulated me on my arrival in his jurifdiction out of the 
hands of the rebels, and told me that I was happy in having efcaped with my lifes | 
that he was himfelf under very melancholy circumftances, having only a fmall 
nuraber of forces to oppofe the rebels ; and that he wifhed to bein uitan ; but 
could'tier setarn thither, for fear of the king’s difpleafure. He recommended to 
me to continue my rout by water, -othérwife I mutt’ be expofed again to the rebels 
in a defencelefs city. I had no inclination: fo’ any hieee fuch voyages, in which, 
with every puff of wind, I muft be expoféd to be drowned, or driven, without 
any of the neceffaries of life, upon a wild and friendlefs fhore. However, to 
gratify the admiral, who knew lef of the water than many children of five years 
of age, I made enquiry if it was pradticabie;-and found that the inhabitants of 
MESCHEDIZaR being afraid of the rURKUMANS, had deferted the place the day I 
left it, and that ic would be to no purpofe to return thither. 


Marteruse, my interpreter, was much diftrefiéd with fatigue and fear, and 
inftead of affifting me with his council, talked of retiring toa monaftery, which 
he thought would be more proper for his age and turn of mind, than fuch perilous 
wanderings; and refolved at the fame time to remain in gALFRUSH. His incapa- 
city of keeping pace on the road, and his jealoufy that T did not confide in him, ~ 
made his company irkfome, though he was a very good old man. 


(2 THE 
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Tue 3rft, sapoe aca having now advanced at the head of a party of rur- 
KUMaNSs within a few miles of this city ; MAHOMMED-KAHN_ went out to recon. 
noitre his fituation. The xuan had with him only eighty men, and though thefe. 
were well mounted and armed, they were too few to come to action, had his courag® 
difpofed him to it. -The TURKUMANS, on the other hand; had not half fo 
great an inclination to. fight as to plunder. Indeed the gallant figure which this. 
party made, induced me to hope they would not put it to the iffue of an unequal: 
engagement. On the KHan’s return to the city, I waited on him, to thank him 
for the advice he had iven me; buc that it was not practicable to follow it; 
MESCHEDIZAR being deferted by the inhabitants : therefore I defired a fupply of” 
horfes for myfelf and fervants. He now feemed cold and indifferent to my ap- 
plication ; though, in: general terrns, he ftill promifed I fhould have them, but 
without faying what number, or when: he complained at the fame time, that he- 
did not know but to-morrow might be his laf} -as he was either in a condition to> 
fight, nor, for fear of his mafter’s difpteafure, dared to réetire,. 


Fesrvary the rft, Tfent a meffage to the KHAN to remind him of his promife ;, 
and he affutéd my interpreter, that he would take care of us; but did not yet 
give any orders for horfes or mules. ‘The “TARTARS were every hour expected in: 
the city the fhops were fhut, and every countenance full of diftra@tion. I refoly-- 
ed therefore to depend no longer on the promifes of the Kran 5 but. endeavoured: 
to find horfes, mules, or even affes, where-ever I could procure them,. intending, 
to venture with my fervants, if I could get no other company : but I found. it inns 
poffible to hite any béaft of burthen ; for the greateft. part of the people had fled: 
with their moft valuable effects, and others were Preparing to follow their example,. 
The weather was very rainy 5 fo that neither the match-locks,. nor eyen the fire-- 
locks of the peRstans could be any great ufe to.them againft the bows and arrows: 
of the rartars. Under thefe circumftances I had nothing to do, but prepare to 
receive my cénquierots thf fecond time, or to walk off by myfelf unatrended 5 and. 
of thefe alternatives T chofé the former. The next day, while I was confidering what 
meafures to purfue, MAHOMMED KHAN, as if he meant to infult me, fent a horfe: 
extremely poor in flefh, and mortally’ diftempered. I was fome time in doubt 
whether I fhould accept of him Or.not; but at length I took my leave of my inter- 
preter and fervants, offering them’ what money they fhould have occafion for; andi 
leaving with them the rebels paffport, L recominended them to. providence,: 


THE TARTARS were already. entering one-gate, when I' went out-at the other. J : 
fell in with a party who-conduéted the baggage of Manommzp KHAN, and himfelf 


them. The rarTar boy followed me on foot ; but he foon tired, and entreated. 
me moft earneftly to take him up behind me:. Before we had got fix- miles the 
horfe’s hind-quarters gave way, and he fat upon his tail: like a dog; fo that we: 
were both obliged to difmount.. I now began to wifh myfelf in the city. again,. 
hardly knowing what method to purfue : I had wrapped my body round with foft: 
PERSIAN fathes, that I might be defended as much as poffible againtt the injuries of 
the weather at this feafon, which is generally fevere in thefe parts; fo thar | was 
but in a bad condition for walking.. I-had no guide,.and underftood but few words 

; be 
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of the language; however, with the affiftance of the TarTar boy, who {poke ' 
‘ruRKIst and russ, J found my way to the fea-coaft. I had with me a blunderbuls 
and a pair of piftols, intending to keep on my guard, ‘The: peafants generally en- 
fertain an opinion that EUROPEANS have fomething valuable about them; and - 
this was my cafe,, for till retained the greateft part of the money J had conceal- 
ed. It now ftemed neceffary to difguife myfelf in the beft manner I could: my 
cloaths were already very mean; and the better to deceive any robbers, I fet the 
boy on the horfe, which I led by the bridle, as he was yet able to creep along with 
a {mall weight. ‘There were feveral rivers to pafs, at which I had the good fortune 
“to find ferries, and pleading poverty I paffed gratis. In this manner I continued 
my journey for about ten ENGLISH miles, perplexed, and extremely harafled. At- 
Jength the kHaN’s company, to my great joy, having halted, I got up with them, 
and procured fhelter from the weather, with a‘mat to lay on. By this time Mr. 
Hoe * arg my RUSSIAN menial ervant came up with me, having had better for- 
tune than. myiclf; for the KHAN had procured them a conveyance on horfeback in. 
company with his own fervunts. : - 


Karey the next day J fent to the KHAN, f0 acquaint him that it was impofMible 
to proceed on the horfe which he had fent me: he then ordered others, for whicli 
he denianded more than five times the value. As 1 knew by experience that the 
poffeffion of them mutt be precarious 5 and finding a perfon, who offered to fupply. 
us with better horfes for hire, I declined the Kuan’s infulting offer. We pro- 

_ ceeded a fhort day’s journey to a little Village on the fea-coaft, where we halted, 
and f was again deprived of my horfe. The kHAaN now made a feint, as if he ‘in- 
tended to flop the progrefs of the rebels, who were already advanced in purfuit of 
him as far as AMUL3 obferving the beauty of my piftols, which were mounted 
with filver, he defired the loan of them, alledging that he was going on a party to 
reconnoitre the rebels. I begged his acceptance of them, reminding him atthe fame 

time, that neither myfelf, nor the three perfons who were yet with me, had any 


carriage but what depended on accident, and the charity of the foldiers: upon 
this he again affured me, through the little TARTAR interpreter, he would take 
care of us. After a few hours ablence he returned in fome confufion, and ordered 
all the avenues in the woods to be guarded to prevent a furprize, a body of 
rebels being then very near. L had noc then eaten any thing for near forty hours, 
except a few parched peas, and at length was obliged to beg what I dared not, and 
indeed could not buy; but SHAHVERDIE BEG relieved me. : 


. Aux the men and baggage being collected within the walls of the v1zir’s houk, 
where the KHAN was lodged, I concluded they either intended a fecret flight, or 
to defend themfelves within thofe walls, in cafe of an attack. I accordingly joined 
‘them, and repeated my inftances for horfes whenever they fhould march ; on which 
the xHaw bid me be eafy, and promifed that he would not leave any of us ‘behind. 
When night came on, they began their march, and I had the mortification to find 
that every thing, even to the leaft valuable baggage, was carried off, great part 
4 : Se on 
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‘on very good horfes; while myfelf, Mr, HOGG, My RUSSIAN fervant, “and -the 
little boy, were left alone. : ; 


My eyes were now opened, and it feemed apparent, that the KHAN meant to ° 
make a facrifice of us, and that we fhould be fater in the hands of the TARTARS 
than in his; nor was I without many felf-reproaches, for my refufal to buy the bad 
horfes which the KHAN had offered me, though his demands were infolent and op- 
preffive. I had no experience of fuch a neceffity, and not accuftomed to fervile 
compliances, I was eafily betrayed into this miftake, | thought indeed the prefene . 

- of fixty crowns value in the piltols was fufficient to Procure the loan of a few bad 
horfes for three or four days, even upon the narrow Principle of gain; but where 
generofity is a ftranger, gratitude has feldom any admittance. Trufting to the good- 
nefs of providence, I was determined to follow the kuan, and try if any means yer 
remained to procure fome kind of conveyance. T had not ftrength to walk far, 
and there was a deep water to pais before we could reach the fea-thore. Here we 
had the good fortune to find a ferry, and having paffed the river we came into a 
wood where the road was deep and marthy. It rained hard, and the night was very 

dark ; but the baggage-horfes being heavy laden, moved very flowly, fo that I was 
enabled to keep up with them, Under thefe painful circumftances I walked for 

. Near four miles. Being quite jaded, and finding no other expedient, 1 determined 

_ to feize the bridle of the horfe on which the Kwan himfelf was mounted, and try 
if the word saan had any magic to bring him to that fenfe of duty, which neither 
his promife, nor the diétates of humanity, had yet obtained, Having collected 
fome broken words, and the Copy of the suan’s decree +, which I had in my pocker,. 
T advanced towards the ka N, and calling him by his name, he halted. My fitua- 
‘tion pleaded its own caufe, without the affiftance of many words, and he immediately 
ordered his vizrr * to take me up behind him, 


Brine thus mounted we went on flowly for fome miles, till the KHAN ordered a 
horfe loaded with baggage to be delivered to me, for which I was to pay fifty’. 
crowns. It was too dark to difcover if it was a horfe, or any other animal : I found 
that I was obliged to pay an exorbitant price for a precarious relief, but I con-, 
fented, as I now thould have done if he had afked five hundred, One of the con- 
ductors of the baggage had compaffion on the TARTAR boy, and took him up. As 
for Mr. Hood and the russtan fervant, they had hitherto ftrength to walk; but 
at length Mr, Hoce complained to me, that he was not able to move any farther, . 
and begged T would relieve him with the ufe of my horfe, to which I confented ; 
but I was foon reduced to thé alternative of difmounting my fellow-traveller, or 
being left on the fhore... From that time I faw-no more of Mr. noce till fome days 
‘after my arrival in caitaw. a a 


Tur apprehenfions which the Kuan had conceived of the rurkumans carried 
him on from feven in the evening, till the fame hour hext morning ; when, after a 
Thort refrefhment, we continued our march till four in the evening. |The darknefs 
of the night had been increafed by continual rain, whilft the wind, and the beating 
: . ioe: een tae ct 
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of the waves on the fhore, together With the apprehenfions of a favage enemy, addy 
ed horror to the fcene, . Thele circumftances rendered my fituation not eafy to be 
underftood, except by thofe who have faffered the feverities of a winter-campaign, 
without any of the neceflaries of life: but inexperience of fuch kind of trials adds 
fome weight to them. - I was more than once overcome with fleep, and left alone, 
{till ic was my. good fortune to get up wich my company ; for our march was often 
interrupted by the rivers, which. at this time were hardly fordable. The fears of 
MAHOMMED KHAN magnified his danger, infomuch that every fhrub appeared to 
him as a part of the enemy. During the night he often drew up his men in order 
‘of battle, and. obliged them to keep their matches lighted... : 


Tre 4th, we received intelligence that a body of TARTARS, had been at the houfe 
which he left. the night before. This morning the advanced guard gave the alarm, 
as if they had difcoverecd a body of armed TURKUMANS potted in a wood by which 
we muft pals, the fea being on. the oppofite fide.. The KHAN immediately changed 
his cloaths, aad piepsring for battle, gave orders to fire in. upon them. When I 
came up, 1 fouad five miferable wretches. weltering in their blood, and expiring 
with the wounds they had received. This formidable enemy proved to.be only a 

arty of twenty unarmed AFGHANS, who were going to the SHAH’s camp as recruits. 
‘The next day and night we travelled twenty hours, and at length halted at a vil- 
‘Jage to refrefh ourteves, where an o:ld adventure happened to me, I had hired. 
a barter to fhave me, who being queftioned if he knew. that I was.a. CHRISTIAN, 
‘and confequently unclean, left me in the midft of his work. 1 could hardly, fore 
bear, laughing at.the figure I made upon this occafion; at the fame time I reflected 
con the folly of the man, or rather of his religion. He was indeed right in one 
ferte ; for my cloaths were very-dirty, not having been’ off my back for thirteerx 
days. 1 was now obliged to forget that tendernefs which my conftitution feemed to, 
require ; and lay on the bare earth, though fometimes 1 had. the fortune to pro- 


cure a hittle flraw.. 


Tue inroads of the CASPIAN, and the torrents from the mountains,. had formed ° 
many rivers and channels of water, fome of which were hardly affable. The 
-north wind alfa. made fo great a furge on the fhore where we were obliged to pafs,. ” 
that many, horfes belonging to our company were thrown down by its violence, and.. 
their riders in danger of being drowned, : 


Tue. 6th; I obtained adifcharge of the baggage under which my horfe laboured 5. 
but ] found him fo weak on his legs, that I chofe sather to truft to. my own in 
vaffing thefe channels, where I feldom efcaped without being wet to the middle. 
fh the evening we arrived at ESPUCHIN, little village on the fea-fhore, where by, 
the kindnefs of sHanverDiz BEG I procured fome refrefhments. I was foon in- 
formed that the KHAN was-preparing to-‘march, which furprized me-very much, as 
there had been no time to reft his cavalry :. but the ill impreffions which I had re~- 
ceived of him, induced me to go. immediately in fearch of intelligence... The vile 
lage was fituated in a. wood very marfhy, and abounding in ditches, and the houfes. 
feattered in a wild irregular manner. 1 intended to go where the KHAN was lodged, 
but night. coming on fuddenly, I knew not which way. to take, gr how to recover 
a ; : : . mY 
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any own lodgings ; fo that I wandered a confiderable time through ditches and bogs, 
‘After being extremely fatigued and perplexed, I difcovered a light, and made to 
it. Here I found one of the arcHans, whofe companions I mentioned to have 
been murdered on the fea-fhore: he had fome women with him, and was preparing 
for flight. My figure furprized him, and he made a fhow of defences -but when 
he learnt that my bulinéfs was only to find MAHOMMED KHAN, he directed me to 
him. —I would now have gladly cleaned mytelf, but that was impoffible: the KHAN 
feemed extremely furprized, and I could not explain: to him the reafon of fo ex- 
traordinary a vifit ; but defired to be ‘conducted to my own lodging. The moft 
ftupid and ungenerous have their fits of .benevolence.. I was agreeably furprized 
to fee victuals fet before me, with water to wath myfelf, and a pan of charcoals to 
warm me. As far as I could difcover from geftures, and a few words, the KHAN 
‘reprefented “Mr. EL-ron’s conduét and mine as very extravagant, in attempting to 
tranfport our merchandize through asTRABAD to MESCHED, and exprefiéd a great 
fenfibility of the danger his own perfon. had been expofed to in confequence of the 
rebellion. At length I was conducted to my: lodging, where I found my russ1an 
fervant, who had fupported himfelf very well under his fatigue, and was extremely 
faithful to me: he was under the utmoft anxiety oa my account, having in vain 
fearched after me for fome hours. j 


Tue 7th, after a forced march, the xuAN, thinking himfelf out of danger, gave 
his women in charge of sHAHVERDIE BEG, and went to TUNICABUNE, where he 
pretended to ftop the progrefs of the rebels. But the truth was, sapoc aca, with 
.his TURKUMANS, proceeded no farther in queft of us; for the news of a powerful 
divifion, with which the main body of the rebels were threatned in KHORASAN, in- 
‘duced fhim to return back. SHaHVERDIE BEG being now detached from the KHAN, 
treated me with the greater civility ; but having no conveniences of life with him 
more than what related to his own perfon, he could not affift me with any thing but 
provifions, ae ‘ ; 


Tr.is not the cuftom in travelling in persia for any man to come near the women, 
exceot their lord or his fervants; but the circumf{tances we had been in, prevented 
a {crupulous regard to this diftinétion, and I had once the office, not the moft dig- 
“nified in persta, of guarding the women. My russian fervant had yet preferved 
my blunderbufs, which appeared very formidable to the perstans; for I was feveral 
times afked, * if it carried a ball as big as the bore.” Thofe females who are pur- 
chafeable like other animals, and change their mafter as often as their cloaths, are” 
but iil entitled to a defence that may endanger one’s Jife ; though there are others 
of the fex for whom one would dare to die. The roads through the woods were 
very marfhy, whilft the fand on the fhore, and the trees which the fea had wafhed 
‘down, rendered travelling very difagreeable ; but the temperate quality of the air 
was extremely refrefhing. I now firft obferved the delightful fituation of many 
receffes in the mountains, where they have plenty of delicious running water, with - 
a profufion of vines, orange, and lemon-trees. ; 


Tre roth, we had pafied through the whole province of MAZANDERAN, -great 
part of it in the night, and confequently with very little opportunity of obferva- 
; Ec Ue ton, 
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tion, had my mind been enough compofed for it. In three and twenty days, fince 
the city of asrRaBap was taken by the rebels, I had not enjoyed an hour of fecu- 
rity, or unbroken fleep. We were drawing near to Lancaroop, whence I had de- 
arted about feven weeks before, and was now as defirous to fee it again, as if it 
had been my proper home. Mr. evrown having been informed that I was on the 
road, fent Mr. Lorrus his interpreter, with a fervant, and “one of his beft horfes, 
to meet me, I was much furprized to find, that the news of the astRaBAD 
rebellion had not reached Mr. ELTon above two days, though the diftance does 
not much exceed two hundred miles. There is no civilized country, if peR- 
sta may be called fuch, where there is fo little communication, or ‘more irregu- 
lar intelligence, “ eee TS 
I roox my leave of sHanvERDIE BEG, and-retarned him my fincereft thanks for 
the kindnefs he had fhewn me, to which my prefervation was in a great degree 
owing: it was therefore the greater concern to me to hear, that the character he 
bore was not much fuperior to that of MAHOMMED KHAN. The sHauH, not long 
before this time, had given sHanvERDIE.BEG directions about the execution of a 
certain bufinels, and ordered ‘him-at the fame time to be baftinadoed. The king 
then afked hitn : ** Do you ‘know Why You have been beaten?” He anfwered in 
the negative: <‘* It is,” fays the sau, “ that in remembring the blows, you may 
“ remember alfo the charge I have given"you 3 and without witch I am fure you 
‘© would have forgotten it.” Extraordinary as this condu@t may ‘appear; it was an 
inftance of napir’s fagacity, according to the principles by which he was generally 
dictated. For sHaHveRpi£ BEG, though my friend, was a thoughtlefs, vain fel- 
low, whofe affinity with fome great men in the camp, had been the only means of 
faving him more than once from much {everer punifhments. = 


J RELATED to Mr. rortus the treatment I had received from MAHOMMED KHAN, 
and foon difcovered that Mr. ELronw and the kHaw were not friends. The latter 
was envious of Mr. £1. Ton’s growing power with the sau, and inftead of forward- 
ing, fought to obftruct the new defign of building fhips on the caspsan; and 
knowing :he relation I had to. Mr. erron, he. had acted, as the reader may judge, 
as it hy was very indifferent about my prefervation, si 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIL 


The author is kindly received by Mr. eiton. He refolves to go in fearch of the suau, 


and in the way is recived by HAMDGEE ZAMON with great politenefs. Charafer of” 


MAHOMMED KHAN, State of PERsia in regard to rebellion. Purstan manner of 
eating, and the nature of their beds. 


R. Exrow received me with open arms, and congratulated me on having 
M efcaped with my life and liberty. He feemed confident that the saan 
would do us juftice, and indeed the people, as I came along, were every where 
of that opinion, though they very much arraigned his prudence. and my own for 
making this attempt. I had alieady refolved, if neceffary,.to go in fearch of the 
SHAH, who was then in TURKEY¥.; but ‘my legs and feet were much {welled and 
bruifed, my. boots “not having been off for fixteen days: fome time was alfo ne- 
ceffary to provide myfelf fret cloathing, not having faved any part of what I car- 
ried to asTRAAD. 


I acquainted Mr. evton where J had left marreusz, and the other ARMENIAN 
fervant, and alfo my clerk Mr. occ, whofe fituation I was very apprehenfive 
would expofe him to fome misfortune. Mr. euron immediately fent fervants 
and horfes in queft of him, and after a few days he was brought home. . He had 
overtaken MAHOMMED KHAN near the borders of Guinan, who according to the 
treatmeni [ had received of him, had provided Mr. noce a horfe, tor which he 
was to pay a confiderable price, though the beaft fell under him before he had 
advanced two miles. Mr. Hocc now appeared as a man expiring in a lingering 
confumption: he had been two days and three nights expofed to the cold and rain, 
without any food or fhelter ; five feveral times robbed, till they left him almoft 
naked, and being often in danger of his life, was at length relieved by the charity 
of fome monks *, whofe retreat in. the mountains he had the good fortune to dif- 
cover. As to Martruse, and the“osher aRMENIAN whom I left at BaLFRusH, 


they did not come home till three weeks after; fo that they efcaped thefe fevere; 


hardfhips. Savoc aca gave them a paffport at BALFRusH, under his feal, the 
pompous ftyle of which, confidering his circumftances, will give the reader an idea 
of oriental language, as well as of persian folly. 


«© To the victorious armies be it known, that MarTEusE the ARMENIAN is here. 
“* Let him not be molefted, but live under our fhadow.” 


Tue rath, I received the news, that Mr. panron, one of the EnGtisH factors, 
died of .a jactadice as caszin, in his way to Mescuep. He was the fifth perfon that 
died fince 1740, out of fixteen EUROPEANS, who had been employed in the BritisH 
CASPIAN trade. : 

Mr, 


- There are certain DaRVISES, or religious men, among the Persians, who lead a reclufe life. 


ae 
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Mr. ELTon finding that he could not procure men for the fhip-yard, notwith- 
eftanding sHaHveRDiE BEG had received the suau’s orders to fupply them ; fent out 
a fmall party armed with clubs to take them by force; but inftead of executing 
their bufinefs, they laid down their arms, -and deterted. This had irritated sHau- 
“VERDIE BeG in fuch-a manner that we expected to be attacked in our turn. Being 
thus upon terms ‘of enmity, Mr. ero ordered the two three pounders, which 
owere planted before.his door, to be loaded with cartridge-fhot ; and we all put our- 
felvesina pofture of defence, — : : 


As I chad already been fufficiently entertained in the hoftile way, and fhould ‘not 
shave chofeh to pierce that breaft*, to which ] had been a few days before indebted 
for my prefervation, I took my leave of Mr. evton, and fet out for ‘RESHD. 
It had rained inceffantly for feveral days, which rendered the roads extremely bad, 
‘till we advanced higher into the mountain, where the foil is gravelly. Though 
GHILAN was reputed to be under the leaft unhappy circumftances of any province 
in persra, yet the villages were ina very ruinous condition. From Lancaroop 
to LAHIJAN is about feven ENGLISH miles. The latter being on an eminence, and 
-dry, is efteemed the moft wholefome in the province ; for here the mountains open 
a paffage forthe wind. The rains had filled a large fpot of ground, and formed a 
Aquare regular piece of water, in which were abundance of wild fowl. In the centre 
-of it ftood a grove upon a rifing ground, which ferved to beautify the profpect, 
cand render it as delightful as the rudenels of the feafon would admit. Here I was 
received by HAHDGRE ZAMON, who was diltinguifhed for his good fenfe, as well as 
his authority in that place. 


“Tue prrsrans, -who boaft of the antiquity of their monarchy and government, 
‘have ftill a remembrance of that learning and politenefs for which they have been 
for fo many ages diftinguithed all over asta. Being ignorant of the vaft improve- 
ments that are made by their neighbours the russians, they confider themfelves in 
general as greatly fuperior to them: the truth is, they fee very few but their un- 
polithed merchants, or ruder feamen. During our perilous journey through ma- 
ANDERAN, my RussIAn fervant had always flept in the fame apartment with me; 
and now forgetting the diftin@ion, he came into the room where we fat, and fell 
afleep. I begged the HanpceEr’s pardon, which with great politenefs he granted; 
«but not without making fome remarks on the unpolifhed manners of the Russtans ; 
cadding however that under their government cHILan was rich, and that he believ- 
ed the.inhabitants would not think it any unhappinefs if the RUSSIANS were again 
mafters of that. province. He then complained aloud of the prefent government, 
reflecting on the meannefs of napir’s birth, and of the perfons employed by him ; 
fpeaking in favor of none of the grandees except cossiM KHAN, and MUSTAPHA 

KHAN. I took notice to him in what manner I had been treated by MAHOMMED 
KHAN: © You muft not be furprized,” fays he, “* MaHoMMzD KHAN is a very 
*¢ mean perfon. A few years fince he'was fent to the river arToK, to build rafts 
*¢ for the army, when the sian made his expedition into tnp1a.. The KHAN 
“4* had alfo orders to colleét provifions, which he performed to the fatisfaction of 
*° the san. He was afterwards fent to MazANDERAN to collect tinber to be tranf- 


“ ported 


* SHAVERDIY BEG. 
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“ ported by land a-crofs the PERstaN empire to GAMBROON 3 this he performed, 

** though at the price of the ruin of that province, of which he was afterwards made’ 
““ governor. There he collected the taxes, according to the ftyle. of this country, 

** very well; that is, with the utmoft oppreffion. I am amazed at his’ treatment 

** of you. Tt is true, he is extremely avaricious ; but the proteétion and even: 
“< hofpitaliry you was entitled to upon every principle ‘of juftice, could not have 

‘ coft hin any thing;.and would. have been highly to his reputation ¢ however’, 
** you fee how mean a foul he has.” Mr. Lorrus, whom Mr. e:ton had now: 
lent me as an interpreter, theh took notice, that fome officers and foldiers belone- 

ing to MAHOMMED KHAN, knowing we were going to the camp, had défired him‘ 
to fay ‘nothing concerning the conduét of their general, who had behaved as ill to” 
Mr: zt.Ton in the maritime bufinefs, as he had done to me in my-diftrefs, 


Ir is common for men in the filnef of the -heart to complain of the evils they* 
fuffer, even when they enjoy, a large portion 6f good. The HAHDGEE, who faw ’ 
the miferies of his country, and:had’been pillaged in common with others, now 
broke out into‘many exclamations. “ I mutt confefs,” fays he, ** our king is a 
** man of great natural parts, and inflexibly juft in fome inftances ; but he acts as - 
“ if he meant to ruin this poor country by the moft defpicable infruments: he 
‘* employs only men of the loweft birth and education. ° Jt is true, he has cut off’ 
“* numbers of them for their wickednefs ; .but they are infatuated, and take no 
warning. The san himfelf-is in his nature cruel; but thefe men improve 
on his cruelty : if they are fent to take my cap, they take my head alfo-: for the- 
diftance of the court often encourages their infolence. Oppreffion will make a: 
wife man mad; and defpair will drive people to rebellion, of which you have- 
lately had a fad experience. When the farmers hear of infurrections near them 
they oftentimes refufe not only to pay their taxes, but their rents alfo, This: 
fometimes involves us in extreme mifery : but the greateft diftrefs of this coun- 
try is owing to robbers, who bring all things into confufion, and thefe are the - 
conftant attendants upon rebellions.” 
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Supper being now brought in; a fervant prefented a‘bafon of water, anda nap- 
kin hung over-his fhoulders : he Went fo every one in the company, and poured‘ 
water on their hands to wath. In the court-yard ftood a large lamp, which was fup- 
plied with tallow, and in the middle of the room upon the floor was one large 
wax-candle; which they fnuffed with {cifféts into a tea-cop of water, A’ large 
falver in form of a tea-board was fet before every perfon, covered with a plate of 
pleo, on which was a fmall quantity of minced meat mixed up with fruits and fpices, - 
There were alfo plates of comfits, feveral china. bafons of fherbets “) as‘fweet, four, 
and other waters, with cakes of rice, and others of wheat: flower, on which were 
fprinkled the feeds of poppies, and others of the like nature. As they efteem ir an 
abomination to cut either- bread, or any kind of meat, after it is drefled, thefe - 
cakes are made thin, that they may be eafily broken with the hand, and their - 
meat, which is generally mutton, or fowls, is fo prepared, that they divide it with : 
their fingers. When every thing was. fet in order before them, they eae ‘faft, and! 

without.: 


* This is a persian word, though well underitood in surope. 
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swithout any ceremony, feeding themfelves with their fingers. It muft be con- 
feffed, that the pERsT4Ns are not very nice in their manner of eating ; for they 
greafe their hands, and be(mear their beards. Supper was no fooner over, than 
warm water was brought to wath, which being done, they refumed their difcourfe. 
And here it is worthy of remark, that when the oldeft man in the company fpeaks, 
though he be poor, and fet at the lower end of the room, they all give a ftrict 
attention to his words. : 


Soon after fupper the company retired, and beds were taken out of nitches 
made in the wall for that purpofe, and laid on the carpets. They confifted only 
of two thick cotton quilts, one of which was folded double, and ijerved as a mat- 
trefs, and the other asa covering, with a large flat pillow for the head. The pzr- 
stans ufually fleep in their under garment and drawers, by which means they are 
Jefs fubjeét to catch cold than we are, as well as much fooner drefied and undrefied. 
Twas flruck with this fimplicity, which renders ufelefs fo many things, that in 
europe are thought effential to the well-being of life. This is the ordinary me- 
hod; but their princes and great men, who indulge themfelves in a higher taite, 
ule fheets, and other delicate appurtenances of a bed ; though without any of that 
parade which’ is practifed in EUROPE ; DOr do they crowd their apartments with 
unneceflary and {uperfluous furniture. i 

Tus 18th, I fer forward for resup, well fatisfied with the laft titgdit’s ehtertain- 
ment, I found the trees blown down, and the roads much broken up; the fafcines 
of which they were made, being uncovered. ‘Though in general the country is 
marthy, yet the bridges are quite neglected. It rained inceffantly for nine hours 
very heavily. Pafling by feveral plantations of mulberry trees, and the burying- 
ground of fome of my countrymen lately dead, I arrived the next day at nesnip 
Shere Mr. Eton had his houie for commercial affairs. Here I was vilited by Mr. 
sRown and Mr, witper, the only two ENGLISH gentlemen in that city, Mr. van 
mMieRrop being gone to MESCHED. Though there was a great jealoufy fubfifting 
between Mr. srown and Mr. etron, yet I received great marks of friendfhip and 
politenefs from the former : Thad alfo a vifit from three FRENCH miffionaries, of 
whom one profeffed phyfick, and was afterwards in great efteem with napix sHaH, 
having cured him ef a dangerous diforder. ‘The suaun expreffed his gratitude by 
feveral prefents of value; but this miffionary happening unluckily to be in the camp 
when NADIR was put to death?; he was ftripped, and narrowly efcaped being 
murdered. They were ail three fenfible, polite men, particularly father Le GaRbE, 
who had been many years in PERSIA, and refided at isFaHAN, When it was taken by 
the arcuans, and of whom I learnt fome particulars in relation to NADIR SHAH. 


Tue 20th, I vifited onDO KOULI BEG, governor of the province, whofe ufual 
gefidence is in REsHD. Here I had a fpecimen of peRstan infolence, by the op- 
‘pofition which, without any authority, and contrary to cuftom, a creature of Ma- 
HOMMED KHAN nade to my going into the governor’s prefence. The govert 
who was an old man, received me with great civility, and as the cuftom of EuRO- 
‘pEaNs is well known in this province, he immediately ordered a chair to be fet for 

me, 





a Above three years after this time. 
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me. I acquainted him of the misfortune that had befallen me, and that I was go- 
ing to feek juftice of the suan; and thercfore defired- he would inform me whore 
I thould moft probably find him. He faid he could not give me any exact intelli- 
Bence, but believed the san would be in TURKEY, or not far from the borders 
of syria. The apartment was full of people feated on NaMers 4, fpread round 
the fquares of the floor, the fervants and foldiers ftanding in the area below... | 
took my leave of the governor, and paid a vifit to M. pakoontw the russian. 
conful. As he feemed to have always a defire to render the sririsn fators of as 
little confideration as poffible in the eye of the perstans, he did not return my 
vit in three days. As I was difpofed to cultivate a good underftanding with him, 
I fent him word, that I was forry for his inpisposition ; he underftood the re- 
proof, and immediately came to fee me that very day, making many excufes for 
his delay. eas : 


Havine provided myfelf with cloaths, bedding, and kitchen furniture, likewife 
with tents, mules, arid horfes; as well as fire-locks, and fabres for my five atten~ 
dants, the 26th I fet out on my journey. I obferved on this occafion, that large 
mules aré as dear here as in PORTUGAL’ one, I remember, coft me two hundred 
and fifty crowns®: they are incomparably the moft ufeful animal in rocky coun- 
tries, being very fure footed, and able to carry great burthens for long journies.” 
‘The neighbourhood of rzsup ‘abounds -with fields of fice, and plantations of mul-' 
berry-trees : fome of the mountains are covered with cyprefs trees, others are 
naked rocks rifing upon rocks to a vaft height : lawns and arable lands, -with-fome 

" mean villages, are interfperfed in the valleys. We travelled this day to KOHTUNE, 
which is about eighteen miles from RESHD; the elders of she place being. abfent, 
we were obliged to fet up-in a caravenferai, which was really'an old ftable in ruins. 
From xontuns, for five or fix encuisn miles the country is marfhy. Pafling the 
river KIZILAZAN we afcended the mountains by the RauDAR © of NooLABAR, where, 
having no merchandize, we paffed for a fmall acknowledgment. From thence we 
proceeded twenty-two miles to RUSTUMABAD, a fuined? caravanferai, famous for 
having been the rendezvous of a band of robbers. From’ thence through Luan 
fixteen miles to Roopgar, on the.banks of the. river KIZILASAN. The country .ig- 
well covered with olive, orange, ahd other trees, ‘and in the neighbourhood there-is 
alfo dry arable land... This place lies on the, declivity of a hill, from whence runs a ; 
{tream of water conveyed by channels to the roots ‘of ‘the olive-trees,’ which the : 
peafants cultivate with great affiduity. The heat of the weather, though we were | 
yet in february, fatigued us extremely. Py ae bce cS os : 


‘Tue 28th, we paffed the krz1.azaw in canoes, into. which we loaded our bag. | 
gage, and fwam over our horfes and mules; the ftream was’ fo rapid, that it, car-, 
ried fome of them near a quarter of a mile. “As we afcended the mountains, the, 
climaté was mtich ‘altered, and the wind blew fo hard, that we were obliged ‘ta’, 
difmount, for fear of being blown down the precipice, for in many places the‘ 
path is not two feet wide. The mountain rifes fteep on one fide, and the alley, in 
which ate fome branches of the KiziLazan, ison thé other. = We travelled = . 
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day about eighteen miles. The day following the road was véry bad for we - 
were obliged to pafs the fame river. about thirty times in. two hours; as the 
path on different fides conducted us, while the rocks on both fides rofe perpen- 
dicular from the river. We came about twenty-five miles to a caravanferai, very 
much ruined, where we thought it neceffary to keep a ftriét watch, : 


‘Tre ut of march, we travelled three FARSANGS *over mountains: This paflage ® 
is fo extremely narrow, that part of the san’s army, in pafling that way not many 
months before, loft feveral men” and horfes; which tumbled down the precipices. 
At length we came upon the great plain of. caspin; which was covered three feet 
deep with fnow :- a narrow foot-path was trodden, but our horfes and mules often 
tumbled from it; and plunged into the fnow ; upon which .occafions we were ob- 
liged to unload the mules in order to recover the path: Tie reflection of the 
fun upon the {now became fo extremely painful to my eyes, that I could not pro- 
ceed on-my journey without the greatelt difficulty. The little villages upon this 
plain are built fo, that half the houfes are under the furface of the earth, and the 
_ tops of them formed into a cone, for the conveniency.of carrying off the fnow. We 
- arrived that evening at.a little village near acaBaBa, where we were obliged to take 
up with a ruined ftable, and alfo ro keep watch all night. The day following we 
fet out fome time before’ fun-rife, aswell to avoid the danger of being blinded bys 
the reflection of the fun-beams,. as to. enjoy the. benefit of.a.frmer.road... ; ; 





CH A P; XXXIV. 


Difeription of the city-of cassin, and of rhe palace built by wapiR sian. Converfa~ 
tion wilh a PERSIAN merchant with regard. to the trade of pursta. Further con 
verfation with. the fame merchant concerning the calamitous condition of PERSIAy 

EING asrived at casgim, I paid my. compliments to HAHDGEE ABDULCRIMg. 
B the greateft merchant in the place. He provided me with a good houfe nears 
his own, and.told me that E.muft fubmit-to flay fome-timé in that. city, as it was. 
impoffible to proceed on my journey.on account of the -fnow; adding that eight. 
hundred AFGHANS were in the city, who had been. for fome time prevented from. 
continuing their march to the camps and that for. the fame reafon fifty camels Joaden.: 
with rice for, the ufe of the-sax’s army, had been obliged to, return, after one - 
day’s journey.. Several couriers arrived, fome of whom had.their eyes fo injured... 
by the reflection of the fun on the fnow, that they could not fee at all, The- 

HABDGEE obferved farther, that they muft fubmit to this inconvenience, for the- 

plenty of their-harveft depended in a-great meafure on the fhow.. : 


Tx houfes here are for the moft part below.-the. furface of the earth, as-are many. 
of the gardens joining to them, to obtain. the convenience’ of water; which is. 
oo : z 7 brought:: 

%.Tyrelve. miley, > This glace.is fupyo‘ed to be the FAUCES HXYREANI AS. a, 
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‘brought to them from a confiderable diffance in channels 3 for as we ufually bring 
water up to our houfes, they level their houfes to the water, which however are not 
the lefs agreeable in hot weather. They are generally built with fun-dried bricks, 
and their cement is a ftrong lime: the roofs are flats fo that itis eafy and familiar 
to fleep on the houfe tops. Thefe buildings are enclofed with a mud-wall, they 
confift of two divifions, the outer ftands in a large area, and confifts of a fpacious 
room *, one fide of which is open, and fupported with pillars. In thefe they dif- 
patch their bufinefs, and alfo eat, when they do not retire to the womens apart- 
‘ment, There are nitches in the wall, which anfwer the purpofe of tables: the 
floors are covered with large worfted carpets ; and onthe fides of the room are 
felts about a yard broad, and generally two or three yards long; thefe are called 
‘NA METS, as already mentioned, and are made either with wool, or camel’s hair, 
and being very thick and foft, are ufed for fitting upon. .In the wings of this 
“apartment there are fmaller rooms for lodging. In the fame yard are apartments for 
the fervants, and alfo their ftables. On the back patt of this building is another, 
‘likewife enclofed by a wall; which, for the fake of privacy, is generally entered 
‘by two tutnings. Here is the womens apartment *, into which no man is fuffered 
to enter, except the mafter of it, : : 


“Tre water in cassin. has an exceeding bad ‘reputation’; I correéted its quality ° 
‘by boiling raifins and barley with it, but which means none of us found any in- 
“convenience. The badnefs of this water, with the fudden changes of the weather, _ 
-affect ftrangers‘in fuch a manner, that it is remarkable that numbers leave records 
‘of their ficknefs in writings on the walls of the great caravanferai. : 

Tu1s city flands on very high land, tho? a plain,’ which is furrounded with moun= 
tains at fome miles diftance ; the air is fine and fubtil. In fummer the heats and . 
colds alternately fucceed each other, and though the days are very hot, in the nights 
the winds are extremely piercing; the aburidance of fruit which the common people 
eat, contributes greatly to the unwholefomenefs of the place. The 3d, I vifited the 
HAHDGEE, who infifted on my dining with him : their hour is about 11 in the morn- 
ing; he had milks differently prepared, cheefe fomewhat like our curds, comfits, 
and cakes of bread. t is the cuftom here, as in moft parts of asra, to make but 
two meals, of which the moft confiderable is in the evening, as practifed in the 
fouthern parts of europz.; and at this feafon of the year they begin to fleep two or 
three hours after dinner. The HaHDGEE enquired how I liked persia: I told him 
ASTRABAD and RESHD were the only places I had feen3 that he knew I was but ill 
treated in the former: he then enquired ‘after that rebellion, and informed me with 

_ 4 feeming concern that thofe rebels were already defeated, I acquainted him upon 
what bufinefs I was going, and. afked his opinion of it; to which he anfwered’s 
** You may be perfectly affured the king will do you juftice. One of our own mer- 
“© chants lately fold the value of twenty thoufand crowns to the aasua of BacDAT, 

“ for the payment of which he received an order on the BasHa of BASSORA; in 
** the mean while the sHan befieged Bassora; the ‘confequence of which was, 

.“« that the Basa refufed payment.’ The merchant then complained to. the 

; cis oo Os th -. SHAH, 
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 syan, who immediately ordered him payment out of any of his treafuries he 
* fhould chufé; ‘and accordingfy he has been paid ten thoufand crowns in REsSHD, 
** five thoufand in rsranan,*and five thoufand at casHan. The BasHa, not 
** caring to be out-done in generofity, has repaid the money to the sHAn”” He 
*« then added further: “‘ You ought to thank cop for your misfortune; if you 
*¢ had not been plundered in asrrapab, fome worfe evil would have befallen you. 
The trade to MEscHED is hot proper for EUROPEANS; there is no body can 
take off goods in any large quantities; the persian merchants are extremely 
© poor.” T obferved to him, that the ENGLIsH company at IsFaHAN had for~ 
mzrtly a confiderable trade all over “the empire, and particularly in 1sranan and 
‘casi. To which he replied :** Cassin had then twelve thoufand houfes inha~ 
« bited and*fiow it has only eleverr hundred ;: fee from this eminence how this 
“© poor city is in ruins! nor is°1srFAwaN much better; that city had formerly 
*¢ a hundred thoufand houfes well inhabited, of which many were not much ine 
* ferior in fplendor to the royal palate, which is the glory of the world ; but in- 
“* credible as it may feem to you, I am affured that only five thoufand houfes 
“ are now inhabited. . I have formerly been at 1sranHan with a caravan of thirty 
4¢ thoufand crowns value, arid’ ini Jeis"than three months returned home with my. 
« capital, and a profit of four thoufand’; now I could not fell three thoufand 
‘© crowns in ten months. Alas! fir, you Know not to‘what, mifery we are reduced,” 
To this F replied : “ I am very forry to hear’ your complaifit€j“ind. to fee fo mucit 
*¢ reafon for them : for casBin indeed appears in ruins. When your fovereign has 
** accomplifhed his defigns, furely he will change his fyftem: he can never mean 
* to deftroy the people ; for that would be in effect to deftroy himfelf. In Ev~ 
“ pope, he is confidered as a great prince and conqueror, who has reftored the 
“* peRsraN monarchy, and filled the royal treafuries with the fpoils of rxpra.° I 
«« am very fenfible that ic feldom happens, that the ambition-of princes contributes 
* to the happinefs of their people, though it often occafions their mifery. We have 
had many inftances of this in euRorE. It is true, the king of swepen was at. 
*: Jength as unfortunate.as he was rafh: and rrRancz, which is one of the moft 
*% formidable powers in EuRopz, has lately diftreffed her fubjects extremely by this 
«vain defire of conqueft.2 ‘The Hanpcse ‘Feplied : ‘ Who was ic that reftored 
* the PERSIAN empire but the PERSIANS ; antl who affifted the king to conquer. 
inp but the perstans? He has now 4 foreign force, and governs us with an. 
“ army of Tartans.” The circumftances I was in, made me think it proper to. 
decline a farther difcuffion of fo tender a point, and I took my leave. 


ry 
2 


” 


1 vrHew went to fee the new palace which naprr sHau. had built in this city, ad~. 
joining the old one. ‘The entrance of it is formed by an avenue of lofty trees near 
three hundred yards long, ‘and fifteen or twenty broad, The wall round it is about 
an ENGLISH mile and ahalf in circumference ; it is thick and lofty, having only one 
entrance, which is an arched gate; the top of this gate projects, and is formed into 
many {mall fquares. Within are four large fquares, with lofty trees, fountains, and 
running water, which make the place awful and majeftic. The apartments are 
raifed about fix feet from the ground: the Alvan, or open hall, is in the centre, 
and-fhuts in with falling-doors. The rooms are ornamented in an rnp1an tafte 
and the ceilings formed into fmall fquares, embellifhed with writings of moral fen- 
tences in very legible characters. Moft of the windows are of thick coloured glafs, 

made 
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made tranfparent, and painted with fuch art, and in fuch proper fhades, that th® 
glafs feems cut into the feveral figures it is defigned to reprefent. Many of the 
floors are only of hard earth, others of a compofition of beaten: ftone: the feeming 
defect in this inftance is made up by the canftant ufe of carpets. 


THE HARRAM is magnificent, confifting of a fquate within its own wall of 
brick, about thirty feet high, and two ahd a half thick: there are four diftinet 
apartments, in fome of which are fountains, which ferve to moderate thé heat of 
fummer, by giving the air a refrefhing coolnefs. The rooms are lined with 
sTocco painted in the innrAN tafte, with birds and flowers of different magnitudes, 
the colours beautiful, and fet off with gilt edgings. Thefe apartments have fimall. 
chimney-pieces in a mean tafte, and fome are ornamented with looking-glaffes in 
imall {quares, of many different dimenfions, {et. into the walls. There are fome 
few zooms below ground, admirably contrived -for coolnefs,.. Near the HARRAM is 
the EuUNucH’s apartment, remarkable only for-its having. but one door, and that a 
very {trong one. The brick ef whieh:the whole of the modern building is made, 
appears tobe ill prepared for duration. Here are alfo fome old apartments. built by 
SHAH ABas yét ftanding, in which are fome bad pieces of zuropzan figures by rv- 
ROPEAN painters : the PERsrANs themfelves are as ignorant of fhades as the CHINESE. 
The apartment, where the saan kept his casBin treafury, I was not permitted to: 
fee, not even the place where it ftood: they faid he had above twenty millions of 
crowns * there, of which part was in lar, ingots of gold, run into cavities in the 
earth, the better to fecure it from being plundered. 


Casain is famous for having drivén ‘out the arcHans on their firft coming into: 
PERSIA 3 but their revolt coft dear to.the inhabitants of 1sFaHan, as I thall here- 
after relate. This city is inclofed within a wall above a mile in each {quare,. witit- 
a great number of renee turrets and port-holes for arrows. It is famous in ftory, 
as being one-of the chief cities of the antient parTuia, the refidence of many of 
the persran kings, aad the-burial-place of epnestion, the favorite of ALEXANDER 
the GREAT. : : 


- Tue oth, though the fun was. warm, yet as the fhow lay very déep, it was im- 
poffible to attempt the profecytion of my journey: here were feveral companies and: 


caravans in the fame circumftances, . [thought myfelf. very happily lodged. in the: 


waHDGEE’S houfe; but fome part of it-part6ok.of the-common ruin + for- this day 
the top of the ftable, in which my horfes.and mules were lodged; tumbled in ; and 
it was with difficulty we faved them from-being fuffecated; but by a fingular good 
fortune they efcaped with afew bruifes only. Wt tg Bao, ; 


Tue roth, this being. the pERstan new-years-cay; T'went: to pay my compli: 
ments to. the HAHDGEE, and to wifh him-happinefs. * Alas, faid he, “ what 


“ happinefs have we to expect ? I am now paying five thoufand crowns a year to- 
“ the saan in duties, and he demands five thoufand more for fubfiftence-money ;, 


* how am I to fupport my family ?: Iam fure my trade will not do it;.if the king 


“ goes on at this rate, in another year we muft, make money. of .waod,. for. neither 


© gold. 


? Four millions of ows money, 


. 
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«gold nor filver will appear except in his treafuries. Nor is this the only calamity 
under which we groan. We are often beaten for what we have not : Human 
fiefh and bones can never agree with a ftick; what are men to do under fuch 
circumftances ? If they do not take up arms egainft their fovereign, they mutt 
fly their country. I know that our’king is a’very ‘extraordinary perfon ; but he 
has no mercy, and aéts more like a thief than.a king.” -This difcourte feemed 
to be the fequel of what he had a mind to fay a few days before: I made anfwer, 
* Tapprehend, Sir, the invafion of the arcuans* and the ravages committed in 
confequence of foreign wars and inteftine broils, have given a wrong bent to 
the minds of the Persians; many of them certainly delerve chaftifement ; and 
their punifhment mutt often involve the innocent in great-calamities. It is true, 
I do not underftand the politics of your king: but I hope he has fome goed in 
ftore for you.” At this the company, feveral perfons being prefent, lifting up 
their eyes to heaven, prayed that it might be fo. The wanpoee then refumed 
the difcourfe, and afked me, ‘* what I had obferyed in persra”.: I told him, 
-** that where-ever I had been, there feemed to be a great want of people, of in- 

duftry, and of money :” to which he replied, “* I have already ‘told you in 
what diftrefs we are in for want of money, and with what cruelty we are treated. 
This has induced thoufands of our people to fly for fhelter into inpia >; and 
though we hate the rurks more than we do the CHRISTIANS ; yet it is incredi- 
ble what numbers of our people have taken refuge in TeRK EY.” - 


“se 


“sc 


Tars fort of difcourfe, however interefting tothe PERsraNs, was not altogether 
proper forme. Tobfrved they made no fort of feruple of calling their king a 
RASCAL‘; nor was he ignorant in general.in what manner they treated him; bur 
he punithed only thofe perfons: who were acute and refined in their lampoons, as I 
fhall have occafion hereafter to explain more fully. 


I wap this day an opportunity of obferving how ill the priefts in fome countries 
inftruct the people in the effentials of religion: my RUSSIAN fervant, in whofe 
commendation I have already fpoken, hadthrown fome fuperfluous meat into the 
ftreet, alledging that he would fooner give-it:to:dogs than to MAHOMMEDANS, feve- 
‘ral miferable wretches being then dating for it;-whefe huhngerwould not have fuffer- 
ed the nice diftin@ion of -refufing tood from a CHRISTIAN. 


Bernc near my departure, I rode about to fee every thing that was worth notice; 
in particular the market place “, which had once made a confiderable figure ; three 
parts of it were now in ruins ; and old women appeared in feveral of the fhops which 
in former times was not practifed. Here is a very noted caravanferai, with a large 
entrance and a magnificent dome; it has a great fquare furrounded with piazzas, 
within which are lodgings and apartments for the reception of merchandize : this 
building coft twenty-feven thoufand crowns. Here we paid a vifit to the gover- 


nor 
‘ ‘ 
< *In i722. > There has been always a confiderable number of pzrsians fettled in india, 
particularly in the trading towns on the coaft of COROMANDEL and MALABAR ; butthe Hanpene alluded 
-to thofe who‘had taken refuge in the northern and weftern parts of InDra. 
© The word they ufe is kURUMSACK. ; 4 BAZAR, 
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nor of vVERAMEH, who was under the cuftody of a meffenger, and going to the 
camp. 


NEsR KOULI.MyRzA, the sHan’s fecond fon, and general of his forces in sutR- 
van, had now demanded a. fupply of. five hundred thoufand crowns in filver, 
which required one hundred and thirty mules. The governor, who had this commiffi- 
on, accordingly feized all the mules he could find, paying for them what price he 
pleafed; he infifted upon mine, till I teprefented to him the indignity he would 
offer me as a foreigner, and the violence, as being under the king’s immediate pro- 
tection; that if he took the mules by force, he might be well affured, the 
king fhould be informed very minutely of it ; upon which he thought proper to 
defift. At the fame time a nephew of. the stan’s firft fecretary came to vifit me, 
requefting that I would take.a parcel for his uncle; but that he muft firft confuale 
whether it was a lucky hour: he did not return, fo that I concluded his prieft had. 
marked me out for further difafters: 





C HA PB XXXV. 


The-author fets.out from cassie for the PERSIAN. camp. The. moft material events silk 
his arrival in the camp, Remarkable inftancesof the fuperfition of the PERSIANS, 


N the r1th of march,. the weather beiag warm,.and great part of the fhow- 

melted; the caravan with the.five hundred thoufand crowns, guarded by eight 
hundred arcHaws, began their march. I therefore fet out: on my journey, direct- 
ing my courfe towards #aMapAN. It. was reported, that the feveral rebellions on 
foot, particularly thatof sara.as, had induced the suawto return home, and that 
the army.was in full march towards that city. I thought it.efféntial to my fe- 
curity, under fo diftraéted. a, ftare of things, to join a. large company who were 
going to the camp: among thefe:was a young officer, the fon of a, wealthy mer-- 
chant of tsranan. Ic is a common cuftom for the kings of persta, to take a fon. 
out of every rich family, that the wealth-of the parents may be afecurity for the - 
good conduct: of the fon, When mens interefty do not clafh, their being of the 
iame profeffion often induces. them to fhew a more diftinguiflied regard to each 
other ; particularly among young: perfons, whof affections are untainted by the. 
world. This young man, though a. foldier by. neceffity, confidered himfelf as a. 
merchant, and fhewed.me great kindne&. - 


As we travelled_on, hardly any thing took my fight but the ruins-of towns-and+ 
villages ; the richnefs. of the foil, and the foftnefs of the climate, rendering this:. 
rofpect. fo much the more lamentable. The next: day we met four couriers from: 

the camp, from whom we learnt, that the’ sian was marching towards MAMADAN. 
This. country abounds-in elks, which: feemed to-be as Aeet as birds; for none of: 
our. horfes could reach them ;- the pzrssans call. them GIRAN,..and pretend: there.- 
iss 
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3s mufk near their tails. The fkeletons of feveral camels were lying near the 
road, the Refh of which had been coniumed by wolves: this animal is very ill 
qualified to travel upon the faow, or wet ground; the breadth in which they 
carry their legs, when they flip, often occafions their fplitting themfelves ; fo that 
when they fall with great burthens, they feldom-rife again. They are moft ufeful,’ 
as is well known, in deferts and plain dry countries, and will travel two or three 
days with little or no water. The weatne: was extremely delightful, but we could 
not travel above five leagues a day. 


. In feemed to be eftablifhed as a cuftom in persia, for military people to pillage 
where-ever they go, at Ieaft to compel the inhabitants to procure provifions for 
them: this often occafions the peafants being deaf to all importunitics on any 
principle of humanity, or any law of hofpitaliry. We arrived at a village, the 
houtes of which were built with ftone, and made fo defenfible, that we could not 
procure ary entrance, till we prepared to take a houfe by fcaling the walls. 


Tae 13th, we met four couriers going to CASBIN, with orders for the forces. 
there to march to sHIRVAN, to join NESR KOULT MYRZA. We were often neceffi- 
tated to take up with lodgings in fo ruinous a condition, that 1 was apprehenfive 
of falling into the fame circumftances as'my hbrfes had’ beeh in ar cassin.  Befides 
the diftrefles occafioned by napir’s tyranny, moft of the towns ‘and villages, on 
the frontiers of TuRKsy, having been ruined by the TuRKs, and the inhabitants 
carried into flavery, the whole appeared as a fcene of defolation. As we approached? 
the very few villages that remained, the inhabitants, taking us for foldiers .or rob- 
bers, which was much the fame, fled into the mountains, and left us to provice 
for ourfelves. : ; . 


Tux r4th, our advanced guard, difcovering a party whom they took for rob- 
bers, detached a herfeman to inform us of our danger; upon which we halted, 
and put ourfelyes in a pofture of defence. A youth belonging. to our company, : 
by profeffion a writer, was mifling; his matter,. one of. the s#an’s adjutants, be- 
gan to rave, protefting he would find bis writer, of finith.his life; for without him. 
he could not fettle his accounts with the saan. Accordingly he demanded the 
affiftance of a few others, prepared to go in fearch of the youth ; but. happily 


he came up with us, having efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. I now firtt. 


learnt, that all my persran fellow-travellers were in the cuftody of a. meffenger, 
who was conveying them to the camp, and confequently. would-not confent to 
their feparation.. Such were the terrors of Napir’s. tyranny, that this fingle per- 
fon kept eight, or ten officers of diftinction, with all their fervants, as prifoners. 


Vtook particular notice of oneof them, whe was.a BALLOUCHE of the tribes in the . 


eaftern parts of PERSIA, who are almoft black: he was well mounted, armed, 
and attended; but in debt to almoft every one ef “the company, who apprehending 
him to be in no fmall danger of his life from the refentment of the san, demand- 
ed his horfe and armour in payment, He gave them a filver CAALLEAN gilt with 
gold, likewife his bow and arrows, the quiver.of which was covered with black 


velvet, and ftudded with gold nails. Though this man’s annual appointment did 


pot exceed two hundred and forty crowns, and he had no other revenue ; -yet..the 


walue 
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value of his horfes and mules, and their appurtenances, did not fall fhort. of a 
thoufand crowns. He was very communicative, and finding me an EUROPEAN, 
he {poke without referve: «I am, fays he, come from ISFAHAN, where I have been 
“two years raifing forces for the suan, and have procured him two thoufand 
** men; one thoufand is the ufual number which he annually draws from that 
“city. In requital he has lately taken from me four thoufand crowns, and I am 
“now under apprehenfion of fome other ac of violence. It is n uncuftomary 
thing with my mafter to fend for a man in order to ftrangle him ; and indeed, as 
“to iy part, I fhould be glad to compound for a fevere beating ;” intimating 
that he expected death. 


cs 


TuHIs BALLOUCHE was a rank predeftinarian, as moft of the manommepans 
"are; however-he endeavoured to learn by heart a prayer compofed by Hussrin, 
one of aui’s fons, which if repeated right in the prefence of the king, he faid, it 
would divert his wrath ; but if falfly, in¢reafe it. He talked much of the force of 
words, and the power of the Almighty : at the fame time he told us ftories of the 
feats of MaHOMMED, particularly concerning his imaginary journey into heaven ; 
which were all the genuine produce of grofs fuperftition. And here it is worthy of 
remark, that the ManomMeEDans do affign a very exalted ftate of glory to jesus 
cHrist ; and though they do not confefs his divinity, they approach to that opi- 
nion. This officer had alfo another fpell, which, by pretended divine authority, 
he propofed to ufe; viz. the Tepetition of ten particular letters in the alphabet, as 
he entered the royal tent, clofing a finger at each, and keeping the firft clafped. till 
he came before the throne: he was then fuddenly to open his hands, and by the dif- 
charge of this magic artillery, to fubdue the king’s wrath. 


Ir is amazing to confider in how many inftances the prrsraws demontftrate the 
higheft fuperftition. Sneezing is held a moft happy omen, efpecially when re- 
peated often. The hands with the fingers interchanged, and fome particular 
potture of the body, are confidered as full of magic power, and if ufed malicioul- 
ly, of dangerous confequence. As their minds are tainted with a fondnefs for 
whatever is marvellous, anda belief of the agency of invifible powers on the mott 
trivial occafions ; they think the meteors that refemble falling ftars, and which are 
vulgarly called fo, are the blows of angels on the heads of the devils, wiio would pry 
into the fecrets of paradife. Cats are held in great efteem, but dogs in abominu- 
tion; fo that a dog is never permitted to, come into any room: they fometimes 
however ufe them at their diverfions. The TURKS are not much behind them in 
this folly. In the reign of sua apas, the GRAND siGNior fent to that prince to 
defire, that as none but their prophet and his children had been dreffed in green, 
none of his fubjeéts might be permitted to wear that colour, efpecially in ftockings. 
To this sHaH aBas, who was a man of underftanding, made anfwer ; that if the 
GRAND SIGNIOR would prevent the dogs piling on the grafs in rurxey, he would 
comply with the requeft. 


Tue learned men in persia are fond of aftrology, and often pretend to foretel 
events; but naprr treated their predictions with great contempt. It is faid, that 
fome time: fince a certain perfon foretold the conqueft of pERsta by the arcHans, 

Vou. I. Y with 
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“with all its-circumftances; adding, that persra would be again reftored by a 
perfon refembling NADIR 5 and that in acertain year of their era, the kingdom 
would flourifh, and be governed with great equity. Napir being apprifed of all 
thefe prediétions, took occafion to be very oppreffive that year, as well to expofe 
fuch opinions, as to gratify his own avarice. 


Bur to refume my narrative: we travelled fix leagues this day, of which two 
were out ofour road, in order to obtain neceffary accommodations. The 15th, 
hail and extreme cold made this day’s journey very difagreeable : the day following 
leaving the diftri& of ABARSULTAN, we came into that of cALIMBRO, where HAMA- 
pan is fituated, having been eleven hours on horfeback, in which time we had 
travelled feven FARSANG; part of the road being covered with fnow, and very 
difficult to pafs. The whole country ftill appeared a dreary wafte: the great num- 
ber of ruined towns and villages gave proof of its former ftate; but hardly any 
of them were inhabited, except by robbers who infeft the country. Barley is the 
common food for horfes ; but as we could not procure any for many leagues, we 
were obliged to give them wheat; 4 common feed of which for three horfes and as 
many mules coft a crown. i 

On the 17th, .we came ta a village, the gate® of which were of ftone; it was 
walled in, and made defenfible, as well againft robbers, as ‘the wolves, which 
often deftroy the cattle in hard weather, Here they keep their corn in large veffels 
of earth made like a tun, and fet on the ground: they alfo warm themfelves by 
wood-fires made in holes cut in the floor; when burnt to afhes they cover them 
with blankets, to confine the heat, which renders the air very fuffocating. 


As we approached to the camp, the dread of my companions encreafed,. and 
with it their fuperftition, Finding the bone of a fheep, they fet it, as they fup- 
pofed, perpendicular, accounting that if it fell towards the camp, all would go 
well ; if from it; they muft prepare for their fate, It of courfe fell where they had 
given the poife, which was.on the right fide. Soon after, two:large wolves croffed 
the road not far before us; this they confidered alfo.as a lucky omen: but notwith- 
ftanding thefe good omens, they muft beware of the camp ; for on this day three 
hundred thoufand plagues are fent from heaven on the earth, however, the next 
day would be propitious, if they went to the camp at a certain hour. 


Apour:- noon-we arrived at a fmall village, where an advanced guard of the army 
were pofted, to. proteét the villagers, as is cuftomary when the camp is near. 
The commander of thefe forces declared, that he could not find quarters for the 
PERSIANS, who were in my company, and infifted that they muft go directly to the 
camp; buron their pleading, that they had paid honourably for every thing they had 
been fupplied with on the road, and that they were alfo charged with the care of 
me, they were fuffered to enter the village. The day following our PERSIAN Con- 
voy took their leave of us, not without forrowful countenances ; demanding of 
their conduétor why he -haftened them: ‘Do you not know,” faid one of them, . 
« that to condemned perfons every hour of life is of great moment?” I fent my 
interpreter to the sHan’s minifter appointed for the reception of ftrangers, to ac- 

‘ quains 
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quaint him of my arrival, and to enquire where I fhould pitch my tent. Though 
we weré now fo very near the suan, fome of the foldiers in this village did not 
refrain from calling him -a rafcal* in plain terms. The 2oth,: we fet out for the 
camp; on the way we met a number of camels loaded with the SHAH’S tents, of 
which he has two fets, that one may be always pitched for his reception. 





CHAP. XXXVL 


The author arrives at the persian camp, and is kindly received by must apna KHAN, 
who, by order of Navin, enquirts. inte the flate of europe. He obtains a decree 
from the sian for payment of bis lofsat astRABAD. : 


EING now entered the camp, I pitched my tent near the royal ftandard, 
B which was about a gun’s fhot from the sHan’s tent. Hamapan >, which 
was about a league to the fouthward, is faid to be the burying-place of queen 
EstHrr and MORDECAI. It was now the grand repofitory of .wapir’s cannon, 
bombs, and other artillery, which feldom appear in the camp, but when fome 
fiege, or extraordinary expedition is défigned. I had the fatisfaction to learn,. that 
the rebellion in asTRABAD was fuppreffed; and that the sua had declared, that 
the merchants fhould not be fufferers. I had no fooner pitched my tent, but an ac- 
cident happened, which was very near depriving me of the means of ever telling 
my ftory. . For the greater fecurity, I had ordered our fire arms to be fet round the 
pole on ‘the back part.of my tent, which was partitioned off by a cotton-cloth. I 
was walking in a penfive manner, at which time it is natural for men to ftand and 
paufe, efpecially when they have fo fmall a fpace as four or five yards to move in. 
In this interval one of the’ pieces went off, and carried -two fluggs through the top 
perpendicularly over my head.” This accident was occafioned by one of my fervants 
moving the picce obliquely, ‘and. touching the trigger, which in very few persran 
mufkets has any guard. I had very narrowly efcaped twice. before on the-road from 
an accident of this kind, owing to the carelefsnefs of my fervants:; but now I was 
extremely alarmed left the report of the muifket, fo near the royal tent, -thould give 
offence. My own tent, being of cotton, was fet on fire, but we foon-extinguithed 
the flame ; and this accident had no other confequence, nor. was. any enquiry made 
about it. eh scat’ 7 = 


T warrep immediately on mustapHa KHAN, who received me with great expref- 
fons of kindnefs, and obliged me todine with him. In the mean while I delivered 
my petition to the chancery, with regard to the lofs I had fuflained at ASTRABAD. 
The kan affured me, that juftice would be done: he then demanded what pre- 

2  sfents 


*Kurumsack. > To the fouth-eaft is the mountain ELVEND ; this city is faid to be the an- 
‘tient EcBaTANE, which was deftroyed by nepucnopoNozaR. 
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fents I had brought for the sua ? This queftion ftartled me, as I imagined the 
charaéter in which I appeared as a petitioner, would have rendered prelents to the 
sHax a grofs impropriety. I excufed myfelf by faying, that nothing worthy the 
acceptance of fo great a prince could be found in cuitan, when I departed from 
thence; and it was really true, that no fables, nor rich ftuffs, were at that time 
obtainable, in cafe I had been inclined to carry the suau a prefent,- as I fhould have 
done if T had been rightly informed. My interpreter told me upon this occafion, 
that a fhort time before, one of the minifters declared, that it was not the sHAH’s 
cuftom to accept of prefents ; but as Mr, exron was a fubjeét of fo worthy a na- 
tion, he received what was then offered to do him honor. The truth is, that this 
ancient cuftom of the’eaft is rooted deep in their hearts, and converted into a fpecies 
of corruption, from which their princes are net exempt. One of the company 
enquired of me in relation to the pERsrans in whofe company T came from CASBIN 3 
adding, that he knew not what account they had given of themfelves to the SHAH 5 
but he believed his majefty would pardon them to do me honor ; making at the 
fame time feveral lavith and hyperbolical compliments. “I told him, that 1 knew 
very little of thofe -perfons, and nothing at all of their crimes. Tt is incredible 
how far this fort of gallantry js carried in peRsra, when it is meant to fhew a di- 
ftinguifhed regard to ftrangers who are wader ¢ecir protection, Whether the snaw 
was at that time very much diftrefied in his affair€} or, for-fome other reafon, but 


the accounts of my fellow-travellers were actually accepted, “andthe: wages of the 
merchant’s fon confiderably advanced. ONES le ery 


Tue king was in his tent of audience from feven in the morning till ten at night, 
retiring only for a fhort time. - He had with him but thirty thoufand effective men, 
though with the fervants of the foldiers, and attendants upon the camp, they were 
in the whole near thrice that number. A Jarge body of forces was left towards 
ERIVAN ; near thirty thoufand men were in SHIRVAN; twenty-five thoufand in sxt- 
ras, befides a body of forces in KHORASAN, and a formidable army on the banks 
of the 1xpus. The numerous rebellions then on foot called on waprR for the ut- 
moft attention, and he-had taken meafures for the fuppreffion.of..them all at one 
and the fame time. ; 4 eee 


Tuis day a perstan of fome diftinétion made me a vifit, and enquired what 

I had obferved in persia. Itoldhim, I was amazed that fo fine a country had fo 
few inhabitants. ‘* It is truce,” fays he, ‘* our country is ruined; but it cannot be 
< otherwife; for the sHan las fupported all his forces in one-continued campaign 
of four years, by the taxes drawn from his people, who have now but little leit 

“ to fupport themfelves: and indeed nene but him, or an almighty power, could 
“© have maintained fo vat an army by fuch means. Now the affairs of the empire 
are fettled, and the frontiers peopled with fuch families as he can depend on, we 

« hope all will go well.” This laft part of the difcourfe did not feem to flow from 
his heart fo much as the former, nor was it much to be expected: it was a kind of 
proverbial faying among the perstans; “‘ what mighty things will be done fo long 
‘© as the king lives!” but it feems to carry this fenfe with it alfo, that with him all 
the glory of persia muft expire. Indeed few of them appeared to be oe 
. with. 
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with a fifficient underftanding to argue upon probable events, or to look into the 
profpect of futuricy. : : 


Tue suau paffing from his Harram to his tent of audience, gave me an oppor- 
tunity of feeing him: he was very plainly drefied, except in precious ftones *. 
The fame day MaHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, the father of MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, 
governor of ASTRABAD, artived from SHIRVAN, where he had a great-fhare in the 
reduction of that formidable-rebellion. I vifited QuIRIM BEG, the adjutant-general, 
who had the care of the sraw’s records ; he bid me hope that I fhould foon receive 
a favorable decree ; but was very referved in his acceptance of a prefent of fome 
fine cloth and rich ilk, which I had prepared for him. I defired that he would 
procure me a copy of the feveral decrees in favor of foreign merchants in pERstA, 
which he gave me. 


I parp my refpects a fecond time to mustapHa KHAN, who in the ordinary com- 
plimental ftrain, affared me he had fpoken in my praife to the suas, who had or- 
dered him:to afk me; 4 { knew whether any of the curisTran powers had attacked 
the TURKS in EUROPE, or might probably engage in a war-with them? I an{wered: 
the KHan to this effect: * The russrans having been harraffed with wars for near 
“ forty years, now enjoy repofe, and as far as I apprehend, will not engage in an 
“* offenfive war with the rurx, or any other power. The hereditary enemy of the: 
‘* TURK in EUROPE, his majefty knows, is the queen of HuNcaRY ; fhe has her 
** hands full, being cruelly opprefféd in every quarter by the FrENcH king, and is. 
‘* confequently in no condition to attack the rurK : but fhould. the latter embrace 
“« this opportunity to break with her, ‘it is highly probable, that the russtaws will 
“* appear in her defence. Great Britain has been engaged in a war with spain: 
“ already for fome time : and we expeét to hear that the has broke with FRANCE 
‘* alfo. Thus the raging flames of war feem to threaten the greateft part of ru- 
*‘ rope, All the nations, as well as princes of that quarter of the world, have 
‘© heard with wonder, the atchievements of the sHaH your mafter ; and confider 
“* the rurKs as much inferior to him in ftrength and fortune, as he is apparently 
“ fuperior to them in knowledge of the art of war.” With this account the KHAN 
feemed to be fatisfied, and L-took my leave of him. In the evening a perfon was- 
dragged out of the royal tent, who had been ftrangled for defertion ; the executioner. 
finding life yet in him, gave him’ a-violent blow on the breaft, acs 


Tue 22d, the royal ftandard being taken down, as a fignal for ftriking the tents, 
we decamped, and came about two leagues and a half north-eaft, where the sHan’s 
tents being already prepared, I pitched mine in company with the whole camp. 
Heavy fhowers falling upon a rich foil, made ‘it extremely troublefome, and it 
was with difficulty that we could, by the help of oil-cloths and other conveniencies, 
keep ourfelves dry in our tent, round which we were‘obliged to make a channel to 
carry off the water. All the cattle belonging to the camp, being expofed to the 
weather, were over their fet-locks in dirt. Here I obferved, that the: inceflant 
fatigues of long marches, and the rigor and inclemency of the feafons, had ruined. 


* the. 
+ The reader will find an account of his perfon in the laft volume of this work. 
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the persian cavalry, renowned for fo many ages. There are however fome good 
horfes, which exceed in fize, but few of them are of equal fire and beauty with 
the arapians; nor do they manage their mouths well; moft of them being fpoile 
with the harfhnels of their bits. Thefe horfes being thus expofed, commonly carry 
their body-cloths on their backs, which are made of a coarfe felt, very heavy, and. 
fo hot, that I imagine they enervate a horfe very much. They dye the tails of 
thofe which are of a light-colour with red or orange: napirR’s horfes were led 
promifcuoufly in the crowd of the army ; and thefe had fuffered in common with 
the reft. 


MustTapua KHAN having been informed, that I was poffeffed of a bill from ma- 
HOMMED HASSAN, Chief of the rebellion at asrRaBAD, for the amount of my lofs, 
demanded a fight of it. With this I the more readily complied, as it ferved me as 
a voucher of the value, as well as gratified the curiofity of the KHAN, and proba- 
bly of the snau himfelf; for his deeree, which was this day delivered to me, was 
made out according to that value. The contents of this decree were, ‘* that I 
«¢ fhould give the particulars of the lofs in writing to BrHBuD KHAN, the sHan’s 
«* general in asrRaBaD, who had orders to deliver to me whatever part of the 
“* goods might poffibly be found; and to reftore them in kind ; and the deficiency 
“ to be paid out of the fequeftered eftates of the rebels without delay, to the laft 
“ ppnaEr.” This was not quite the thing which I withed: for,-becaule it laid me 
under a neceffity of returning to that wretched place, asTRABAD 3: however, I 
could not but acknowledge the higheft obligation for fo fignal a mark of juftice 
and clemency. 
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Defcription. of the persian camp and army. A circumftantial account of their tents, 
flendards, arms, market-place. Of the suan’s women, and their manner of tra- 
welling, Of the ufe of elephants and camels.. Different bodies of which the army 


is courpofed, and of the military exercifes of the PERSIANS. 


EING now eafy in my mind on the fubject of my lofs at astrasap, I rode 

entirely through the persian camp, attended by my interpreter, and another 

perfon, as far as the quarter of the elephants, and informed myfelf.as minutely as 
poffible, oi every particular relating to the army. ; : 


In placing the camp a genera] regularity.is obferved, as far as is agreeable to the 
fize and fhape of the ground. It isa rule conftantly purfued, to place the tents 
of certain principal minifters and officers in the front, or to the right or left of the 
sHan’s quarters, that fome of them may be always near him. ‘he circuit of the 
‘quarter allotted to the sHan’s own tents is very large: the entrance confifis on one 
fide of a line of uniform tents, ferving for guard-rooms ; and the other, of the 

tenis 
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tents in which the affairs of the chancery, and the like public concerns, are tranf- 
acted. About two hundred yards beyond this avenue is the pavilion in which the 
SHAH Ufually fits to give audience, and tranfa@ bufinefs: ‘it is oblong, fupported 
by three poles, adorned with gilded balls at the top. The covering is of a cotton 
cloth of a brick colour, and the lining of clouded filk. The floor is covered either 
with carpets or cloths, and the body of the pavilion has on each fide a kind of 
alley, through which the attendants may walk round. Sometimes the sHau fits 
upon a large sopHa, or chair, crofs legged *, and fometimes on the floor. The 
back-part of this tent is divided into fmall apartments, where the officers who 
do not appear in his majefty’s prefence attend. There is nothing fumptuous in. 
this pavilion, the front of which is always open even in the worft weather 5 
however when it is extremely cold, feveral pots of lighted charcoal are placed in. 
the middle. At a confiderable diftance behind were. placed the sHan’s private 
tents, to fome of which he retired at his meals. In order to render them warm, 
he had inpran pannels, which were occafionally fet up, and formed the linings of 
two {mall apartments : to thefe were admitted only his fecret emiffaries, when they 
had any remarkable intelligence to communicate ; but in the laft years of his lite: 
he had no fainiliarity with any of them, 


A.mosr contiguous to thefé were the tents of the sHau’s ladies, which differed: 
from the others in having feveral curtains that formed feparate apartments one 
within another. The boundaries of the suan’s quarter were occupied by his eu- 
nuchs and female flaves,-and almoft this whole circuit, efpecially towards the refi- 
dence of the women, was furrounded by a ftrong fence of net-work, round which. 
the night-guard patrolled, and feverely punifhed all intruders. As there were no 
lights in thefe parts, nor any tents near them, it frequently happened that people, 
coming to the camp by night, ignorantly ftraggled thither, and were fure to be ill. 
treated when this happened. 


I opservep, that none but the officers in immediate waiting were admitted into- 
“the royal pavilion: for the officers of ftate, and people in bufinefs, ftood in the 
open air in all weathers, forming a femicircle in front of the tent. If they were 
brought to anfwer for their conduét, they were held under the arm by proper offi-- 
cers, to prevent their efcape, or committing any-aéts of violence.. The fame ceres 
mony, with very little difference, was obferved alfo towards foreign. ambaffadors, 
or great men; the laft indeed was under pretence of refpeét, but it alfo ferved to: 
prevent any accident ; an attempt having been once made on the suan’s life, as I. 
thall relate in his hiftory. : 


THE PERSIANS we a certain glazing in: their cotton: tents, which, in-fome de- 
gree, prevents their being penetrated by water. The ‘tents of perfons of diftinc- 
tion are of various fhapes, but moft commonly oblong, and fupported by three: 
poles. The outfide is always of coarfe cotton cloth, and the infide is either lined 
with the fame, or.with woollen, or filk, according to the different feafons of the- 
year, and circumftances of the owners. The ground is fpread with a thick cot- 

tons 
* The.ordinary method is with their legs under them, 
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ton cloth, or mat, and over that is laid a carpet, or woollen printed cloth * of 
feveral colours : befides this covering, the fquare of the floor is laid round with 
felts, as already deferibed, and thefe fupply the place of bedfteads and feather- 
beds ; though fome have their beds raifed a little above the damp ofthe earth. 
The top and fides of the tents of great officers are fometimes lined with pannels, 
which are wrought with flowers, and variety of figures. Large tents are often 
divided into two rooms, or apartments, by pannels or curtains ; the back part. is 
appropriated for the ufe of the women ; but fuch grandees as have feveral women, 
plaice a fet of tents for them at a diltance from their own, which are furrounded 
with cotton cloths, to prevent their being feen. They have alfo, at a convenient 
nearnefs to their tents, a hole dug, enclofed by a cotton-fereen of four folds, to 
anfwer the neceffary purpofes of nature. s 


Tat part of the camp called in rurKisH the ORDUBAZAR OF Camp- market, be- 
gins at the end of the fquare fronting the guard-rooms, and is about half a mile 
long : it confifts of tents on each fide like a ftreet, running as direct as the nature 
‘of the ground will admit: thefe tents are often fupplied with a variety of provi- 
fions, apparel, horfe-furniture, and other neceffaries, which are brought hither 
for fale; not to mention the continual change of property arifing from the daily 
confifcations made by the sua. The care of this market is committed to an offi- 
-cer called ORDUBAZARI, who often rides up and down to keep order ; and when 
any difputes arife, they are brought before the pEROGA BAZAR, or fuperintendent 
of the market, who acquires a confiderable income from rents, fees, prefents, and 
extortions. Many of the fhop-keepers were little better than common futtlers 5 
but fuch as carry on great bufinefs, are under the protection of fome of the prin- 
‘cipal courtiers, who are the grand dealers in flour and rice, of which there is al- 
ways a great confumption : and as thefe courtiers have frequently many fupernu- 
<merary fervants, camels and mules, they fend them to the diftant provinces that 
produce rice, which they bring to the camp for fale, and make great profits. But 
if the fhop-keepers, or other traders, interfere with thent in thefe branches of trade, 
they generally mark them out for deftruction. ‘ 


Napie often enquired into the price of neceffaries, and reduced them as he 
thought proper, fining the market-people upon every tran{greffion + but the moft 
notorious initance of injuftice to the fhop-keepers, was his obliging them,’ when 
his tents and their appurtenances were grown old, to take them,,and pay him the 
value of new ones. 


Tux two imperial ftandards were placed on the right of the fquare already men- 
tioned: one of them was in ftripes of red, blue, and white, and the other of red, 
blue, white, and yellow, without any other ornament ; though the old ftandards 
“required twelve men to move them, the sHaH lengthened their ftaffs, and made 
them yet heavier; he alfo put new colours of filk upon them, the one red and 
yellow ftriped, the other yellow edged with red: they were made of fuch an 
xnoymous fize, to prevent their being casried off by the enemy, except by an en- 

: tire 
4 Of aritish manufadure, 
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entire defeat*, The regimental colours were a narrow flip of filk floped to 4 point ; 


‘fome were red, fome white, and fome ftriped : feveral hours before the moving of the © 


camp, one of the ftandards was taken down by way of fignal, and carried forwards 


to the place where the new camp was to 


be pitched. The suan’s fet of tents, and 


thofe of the great men went with it, attended bya convoy. The bulk of the army 
SHAH; for in removing from one encamp- 


often marched an hour or two before the 
ment to another, he fometimes galloped 


the whole way. 


Tue sHaun had about fixty women, and very near the fame number of eunuchs, 
who generally rode near his perfon, and kept pace with him: before him were his 
SHATIRS , preceded by the cutaux‘, and before them the KEsHIkent ¢, being the 
foremoft of his body-guard, who were beft acquainted with. the tra& the sHan was 


to take: thefe fpread a mile or two befo 


re him, and terminating in a kind of angle, 


- gave notice of the sHan’s approach, by crying out in rurKtsu, YEREIE, or make 
way: this is called the KoURUCK, which is always troublefome, and fometimes 
fatal to fuch as cannot get out of their way; for when they meet with people in the 
SHAH’s rout, rivers, precipices, and rocks are no excufe; they drive at them with’ 
their maces, and make all before them fly at their approach, —. 


* = A * . tei? 
Wen nani travelled with his women, the army was kept at almoft a mile 


diftance ; but when he went without the! 
In the latter part of his reign he 


m, people were permitted to come nearer, 
feldom did travel without them, pro- 


-bably the better to avoid any evil defigns againft his perfon. The sHan’s wo- 


men, and indeed others of diftinGion, 
imen ride ; but when they did not go in 


rode on white horfes, in the manner as 
his company, they were ufually carried on 


camels, feated in machines refembling a covered waggon, and hung like panniers 
“over a pack-faddle, which I have already mentioned. On thefe occafions they were 
entirely concealed under a covering of crimfon-cloth ; and in this manner they rode 
one on each fide, conduéted with the ufual pomp: the motion is very difagreeable, 


* and apt ‘to create a diforder, not unlike 


the fea ficknefS. The fick ladies, and fe- * 


male fervants of the court, were always concealed in the fame manner, under a 
covering of crimfon cloth. Other women, of no particular diftin@tion, rode on 
horfes, or mules; thefe mixed among the crowd, but had a Hnen veil over their 


faces, and wore great coats, refembling 


thofe of the men; but the poorer fort hada 


white veil, which covered their whole body... The women belonging to the ous- 
BEG TARTARS were not fo ferupulous about hiding their faces as the PERSIANS, 


The number of women in the camp, e 
tion to. the men, is generally one to ten. 


cept upon perilous enterprizes, in propors 


‘Te SHAH, when fick, ufed to be cartied in 4 horfe-litter : other people of fathion 
were feated, or laid on mules upon a large flat pack-faddle, bolftered up. But 
‘the common way of carrying their fick men, is to fix two poles to meet in the 


: middle 
*The lofs of the battle of keERKoUD jn 1733, feeined to be owing to the flandard bearer, riding off 
the field with the ftandard, > Running footmen, © Chanters. * Watch-guard, 
Vou. L Zz ; 


+ 
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middle over the neck of the horfe, at the point of the faddie, the breaft and fhoul-- 
ders refting between the interftices of the poles. 


Upon extraordinary occafions the rear-guard was faid to be very numerous, confift- 
ing of eight thoufand yEsaut : their bufinefs was not only to fecure the rear of the- 
army: but to prevent ftraggling or detertion. For this purpofe they examined 
every one who quitted the Camp ; and if there was the leaft ground of fufpicion, 
they would not fuffer even a ftranger to go-about his bufinefs without a bribe. If 
the beafts belonging to travellers happened to tire while the camp was removing 5 
thefe fellows, inftead of affifting them, frequently drove the owners away, and. 
converted the cattle and baggageto their own ufe. 


Iw marching, greateft part of the foldiery, as well as the vesaut, kept ina col- 
Je€ted, but irregular body: the followers of the camp covered feveral miles. The 
elephants and camels were employed only in carrying great burthens : the laft are 
of feveral kinds, bet the moft ferviceable is that called the MajE, which have two 
bunches on their backs, They ate" generally fed with balls made of meal; and 
though very hardy, they. frequently die of epidemical diftempers. 


Naptr’s ftanding forces were never fixed to any determinate number; though 
they were computed at two hundred thoufand men. The following is as perfec 
a fketch as I could procure, of his principal attendants and foldiery 5 for the 
fupport of which PERSIA has been ruined, and rnpta fpoiled- of one hundred and 
twenty millions fterling, with near. twice as-many thoufand fouls, viz. 


60 Buack eunuchs: there were few-or-no white ones in his fervice. 

200 SHATIR, of-running footmen. Beg 

1000 Rikan, or ftirrup-holders,  -—-# " 

10,000 Kutam, or flaves belonging to the king: their chief, inthe TuRKIsH lan-. 
guage, is called KULLER Acasi’, and the inferior kuLAMs are thofe foldiers which: 

- the provinces-equip by the-snan’s-order:. he paid:them, ‘but-they were a kind of 
“fervants to the KULAMS. ofr aga ; 

2000 Beczape’e, or gentlemens fons. 

3000 Kircnupazape’£, oF fons of elders :- the laft three were the genteeleft of the - 
foldiery., many of them were employed in guarding the treafury at K@LAT, and, 
on other. important: occafions. : 

4000 KesHIKEHI, oF watch-guard, otherwife called HEMISHI RISHIK, becaufe they 
were always on duty: they wore white turbans ; fome of them carried fabres, . 
and others fabres and pikes; their pay was two hundred and fifty crowns per. 
annum : this watch was continually-called over:in the night. 

goo Curavx: they carried in their hand a batton with a double filver croek on the 
end of it; they had alfoa feather, with a filver bofs on their cap, which was flat 
on-the top: thefe frequently chanted moral féntences and encomiums on the- 
SHAB, occafionally proclaiming alfo his victories as he paffed along. 


500 
> Chief of the flaves. 
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500 Giarkenre, who wore in their caps the beard of an arrow in brafs, and were 
employed as criers and heralds. _ 
160 Ferrasn, under two chiefs, becaufe of the different branches of their bufines 3 
one of them performed executions in the san’s prefence; and therefore a party 
of thefe attended at a fall diftance from his pavilion, where they were employ- 
ed as the inftruments of his vengeance. The other fuperintended the pitching 
and drefling of the sHan’s tents, and. had the care of the prefents brought to 

his majefty. 

8000 YeEsaut, who wore a brafs knob on their caps: they were diftinguifhed into 
two forts, the yesaus KuR and yEsauL sonBET. Their leaders were in great 
confideration on account of their near attendance on the king’s perfon : they 
formerly aéted as grand marfhals, and judges of the houfhold, and latterly as 
matters of the ceremonies. 

250 Néessaxucur: thefe are known by a feather in their caps; they have large 
pay, and great power, punithing offenders in the neighbourhood of the camp, 
without bringing them before any higher officer or magiftrate. Thefe, at the 
head of other fcouts, are alfo difperfed to guard the avenues; for it is not un- 
common for robbers to rip open tents, and carry off baggage during the night, 
even in the camp. i 

100 Gitopar; thofe who are charged with the direCtion of the couriers, and 
their horfes : all thefe different ranks are horfemen. 

12,000 Gizairer: thefe are foot foldiers ; they are well cloathed, and carry very 
heavy mufkets with wide bores; they form a body, which has an imperfeét re- 
femblance of the european infantry, and were modelled by wavir himfelf to 
be of great ufe, which persraw foot-foldiers feldom were before his time. 

40,000 Kara-kusuun *, are alfo foot foldiers, whofe pay is only thirty crowns per 
annum. The name is TuRKisH, and fignifies black guard ; and they make but an 
indifferent appearance, compared with the others already mentioned. 

The following are called after the name of the nations or countries from whence 
they come. . ’ 

So6e0 Arcuans : thefe have lands affigned them in kanpawar, befides eighty 
crowns per annum, ‘They. ufe the bow, lance, and {word, and are very brave. 
This denomination alfo includes the ABDOLLEES. ; 

20,000 AFSHARS”. ite ; io 

6000 OvusBEG TARTARS, of RHIBV4;: BOKHARA, and SAMARCAND. : 

6000 TurKUMAN* TARTARS Of TURKUMANIA. . j 

6000 Bunuc, or gaLoucne ‘, of the tribes in the fouthern coaft of persta. 


Te above computation falls fhort of two hundred thoufand men ; but th ey may 
be reckoned in this proportion, : 

. : : : THe 

+ Thave put thefe and the thirteen preceding denominations of foldiery in the fingular number, as cor- 
sefponding moft with the pe rstaw pronunciation, ; . 

° Napre himfelf was of their tribes: they live moftly in tents, and inhabit part of the province of 
KHORASAN and the country to the eaftward of it. 

* This name is common to another people near the borders of TuRKEY, being tranfplanted in confz- 
quence of the conqueft made by TAMERLANE ; the original- people of this name, I believe, are the inhabi- 
tants of the eaftern coait of the casPrAan. 

* Sometimes confidered as a tribe of arcuANs, whom they refemble in their countenance ; but are 
not fo well civilized in their manners, nor live fo much in cities, 
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Tue pay given to the foldiers by NADIR, was computed at one hundred crowns 
pef annum one with another; befides an allowance which chiefly confifted of rice ; 
but the cearnefs of provifions, and the expenfive manner of living in the camp, 
rendered this large pay abfolutely neceffary. They wear no uniform, but are 
obliged to buy all their cloathing of the sHAH at an extravagant price, and to keep 
yeTiMs * at their own expence. = 


Tuy amufe themfclves by galloping before the army eight or ten at a time, dif- 
charging their pieces at each other, with powder. It was a circumftance which fur- 
prized me, that they were permitted even in the camp to fire off their pieces, blow 
their trumpets, and beat their drums for ‘their amufement ; but this might arife 
from a political cafe, to prevent’t eir caballing. They are feldom exercifed, except 
in hooting with the bow or with a fingle ball at a mark, at which they are very ex- 
pert, and no lefs exa&t in loading their piece ; for except it be .in time of action, 
they weigh their powder, as well as fit the ball to the bore: but the barrels of thefe 
pieces, fome of which are match-locks, are fo ill tempered, that they will not bear 
a quick fire. “ae 

Tue greateft part of their regular forces catty a mufket and fabre ; but the ovs- 
pecs, and feveral others in the army, are not fo well’provided, Some have a 
fpear, or battle-ax, others a bow and arrow; others“ fingle piftoFs “buc all of them 
wear fabres, in the ufe of which they, as well as the PERSIANS, are very dexterous. 
‘As to bayonets, by which the EUROPEAN forces have fometimes performed fuch 
feats, they have no notion of them. ; ks 

Napre, according to the cuftom of the PERSIAN kings, had the policy to oblige: 
fome, and to encourage all his army in the ufe of coftly furniture. The officers, 
and even the foldiers of rank, have the bridles of their horfes mounted with filver, 
with a mane-piece of plate, ‘and: an ornamental chain; likewife their {word-belts, 
and leathern. accoutrements are mounted with the fame metal. The handles of 
_ their battle ‘axes are alfo-for'the moft part ftudded or covered with thin filver plates. 
In their fathes about their waift they wear’a knife, the’handle ‘and cafe of which 
3s alfo covered with filver; but the workmanthip is indifferent. Certain officers, 
and perfons of diftinétion, were obliged to wear gold-cafed knives, and fome of 
their great men had filver {tirrups. 


Ir has been obferved, that foldiers generally fight beft when they have fomething 
to lofe, if their wealth does not involve them in effeminacy. ALEXaNDER indeed 
encouraged his MACEDONIANS, by reprefenting the PERSIAN riches. as.an object of 
plunder, and. confequently as a motive to exert themfelves ; bute under NapiR, we 
do not find that any of their enemies confidered the valuable effects of the PERSIAN 
foldiery in that light. ‘This method ferved alfo to keep them dependent, by. their 

, ; being 

* YpT1m fignifies an orphan 5 but thefe are confidered as fervants, who when their maflers die, or 

fall itv battle, are ready to ferve as foldiers, 
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being obliged'to expend their money in articles of vanity.. Thus the late king of 
rorTuGaL humbled his.nobility by indulging their pride; and other cHRISTIAN 
princes have done the fame by their fubje€ts, with great fuccefS. 





C°H A P. XXXVII. 


A brief account of the immenfe value of the borfe-furniture belonging to NADIR SHAH, 
Converfation with MUSTAPHA KHAN upon that fubjeé?. A remarkable inftance of 
Napir’s cruelty, and bis manner of giving audience to'zuRorgzans. Supprefiion of 
the rebellion in SHIRAS. seed ee * 


AVING now vifited the camp at large, and informed myfelf of thefe particu- 
H lars concerning it, I was defirous to fee that part of the saau’s riches, which 
confifted in horfe-furniture. He had four complete fets, one. mounted with pearls, 
another with rubies, a third with emeralds, and the laft with diamonds, moft of 
which were of fo prodigious a fize as hardly to merit belief; for many of them 
appeared as big as.a pigeon’s egg*. I could not but regard them with'woader, not 
more for their immenfe value, than for the barbarous tafte in which they. were fers 
for fome of them did not appear to have any art at all beftowed on them. I vifited 
MUSTAPHA KHAN, and took occafion to mention my furprize at the prodigious va- 
lue of the sHan’s horfe-furniture, which fo much exceeded any thing I had ever 
formed an idea of in that kind... I obferved:to. him at the fame time,’ that Jewels: 
in EUROPE appear incomparably brighter and neater fet; and that if his ma- 
jefty would truft me with one of thofe. bridles, I would procure a complete 
horfe-furniture to be made in evropr, which fhould exceed any thing that had yet 
appeared in the world. I faid this becaufe it naturally arofe from the fubjeét, and. 
not that I'expected napir_ under his circumftances would confent to part with his 
bridle for any fuch purpofe ; however-at- another vifit I took. occafion to hint the: 
fame thing, and the KHaw politely faid, “My. mafler.hag not patience énough to - 
‘© wait till it fhould be finithed.” : 


Mustapua Kuan, as already.obferved, from the teftimony of HAHDGEE ZAMON, - 
was confidered as the moft upright man in the pERstAN court, and-the sHaH now 
allowed him ten thoufand crowns a year. I thought myfelf happy in the regard 
which he fliewed me during my ftay in the camp; and gratitude, as well as policy, 
fcemed to call on me to make him a prefent, which confifted of a gold repeating 
watch, fome fine cloth, and rich filk: he fhewed fome repugnance, till 1 infifted 
on his accepting fo trifling a mark of my gratitude. In return he prefented me 

with 

* What became of thofe bridles I have not yet heard; for I make no doubt but they were plundered in - 
common with the reit of the camp, when napre was killed about three years after this time. 
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with fome jewels *, part of the plunder of DEHLIE, which had once adorned the cap 
of fome unhappy roan. The principal jewel confifted of a large faphir in gold, 
fet round with diamonds ; thefe laft- were not only fmail, but bored through in the 
manner the astaTres often fpoil their precious ftones: the reverfe of this piece was 
enamelled with flowers. The xuan had formerly been a prifoner in TURKEY, 
where he had acquired fome knowledge of the intereft of the orToman court; but 
he feemed to know nothing of any other. At the time of wapir’s death he 
had the good fortune to be on the road on an embafly to TURKEY, and by that 
means efcaped the fate he might otherwife have met with, as a favorite of his matter, 
as I thal! relate more fully hereafter. 


Tue 24th, in the evening, a'man was executed with circumftances that gave me 
{trong impreffions of the cruel difpofition of napir, who, in the article of death, 
could jeft with a malefaétor. A perfon who had colleéted taxes, was complained of 
by the peafants, of whom it appeared he had made greater exactions than he had 
accounted for to the saan. ‘This was capital, and he was accordingly condemned 
to death. Naprr, as if he had recollected fomething particular of this perfon, 
faid to him: ‘ I underftand you. can dance well; dance and I will fave your 
«¢ fife” The man immediately ‘began to darice, no doubt with fome tranfports of 
joy but the san ordered the executioner *to’ ftrike ‘him upon the legs, which 
neceffarily prevented his performance : this tyrant then cried’: “#2 The rafcal does not 
« dance well; kill him.” After his execution he was brought out near my tent, 
whence his friends removed him in the night. This was not the only inftance of 
nwavir’s cruelty that fell under my obfervation while I was in the camp; for I faw 
feveral perfons of diftinétion, who rode about with their feet wrapt in white cloths, 
having been beaten till their nails came off their toes, and the ftnews made bare, 
which is no extraordinary thing to people of the firft quality. Since I am upon 
this fubject, I will give another example of napiR’s avarice and barbarity, which 
happened a little before 1 was in the camp. 


Tue sas. having appointed-a certain general as governor of a province, im- 
pofed an exorbitant tax on it, to be levied infix months. At the expiration of the 
time the governor was fent for to the camp, and: ordered to produce the account. 
He did fo, but it amounted only to half the fum demanded. The sau called 
him a rafcal ; and telling him he had ftolen the other half of the money, ordered 
the executioners to baftonade him to death. This man’s eftate was alfo confifcated, 
but all his effeéts fell very fhort of the demand. ‘The fervants of the deceafed 
were then ordered to come into the sHan’s prefence; he enquired of them if there 
was any thing left belonging to their mafter? they anfwered, onty a voc. He 
then commanded the dog to be brought before hit; and obferved that he ap- 
_peared to be much honefter than his mafter had been; however, that he fhould be 
led through the camp from tent to tent, and beaten with fticks, and wherevér he 
expired, the mafter of fuch tent fhould pay the fum deficient. Accordingly the 
dog was carried to the tents of the minifters fucceffively, who hearing ‘the cafe, 


immediately gave fums of money, according to their abilities, to procure the remo- 


val 


4 Tt may be neceffary to obferve, that only fo much of the prefent was charged to the adventurers, as 
exceeded the value of the jewels which the KHAN gave me in return, 
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val of the dog; by which means the whole fom the san demanded was railed in 
a few hours time. 


Carver as this tyrant was, fome of his predeceffors have not fallen thort of him, 
How will cuftom render the heart obdurate to the impreffions of humanity, and 
the ear deaf to the calls of mercy! It was an antient punifhment in persta for an 
offender to be put between two boards, and fawn- afunder, SHau apas the GREAT 
is fuid to have cut off a man’s nOfe, and the Aefh trom other parts of his body with 
his own hand, and afterwards obliged the fufferer to eat them. 


To refume my own ftory : ‘being uncertain which rout the army would take, and 
by no means convenient to ftay any longer in the camp; the 25th I vifited musra- 
PHA KHAN, and begged, as he had honored me with {o many marks of his polite- 
nefs and friendhhip, that he would now affift me with his advice, what rout I ought 
to tuke to astRaBab: for confidering the fituation of persia, and the dangers | 
had already gone through, I thought I could not take too much care. The kHan 
told me very ingenuoufly, “ You mutt nor go the dire&t road to astRARAD 3 for 
‘* the paffage through the mountains to the north-eait of casain is inhabited by 
“© people who are in circumftances to do any defperate action, I advife you to re- 
“ turn back to Guinan, and if you cannot go from thence by water to ASTRABAD, 
‘© you muft take your chance by land through MazanDERAN; but carry a good 
* guard with you. I will give you two faithful foldiers, who thall fee you fafe 
“© from hence to aBar 3 there you may take other foldiers.” I had now with me 
a frefh company, my russian fervant only having been with me at ASTRABAD ; 
and of thefe fome refufed to go at all, and others were diffident what rout we ought 
to take, ‘ 


Tue. next day arrived news,. that the king’s forces had recovered all the count 
about sHirass, and were Preparing ‘to take the city by ftorm. J had flattered my- 
felf, that the san would have called me before him ; but either from the diftreffed: 
firuation of his affairs, or his perfuafion of the truth of. the account E gave in, I. 
had no opportunity of being queftioned, op of indulging my curiofity fo tully as. I 
defired. ‘The manner in which rugopeans were prefented to him: is this, They 
walked faft into his prefence, bowing three times ; and though the persrans-do not: 
uncover themfelves, yet as he knew it is a.mark of refpect. among zuroprans, he 
required it of them. Napier took occafion more than once to obferve of the 
ENGLISH, ‘ that they are bold, and appear like-men of bufinefs*.” . He was now 
expecting farther news from sHirass, and by his flow marches towards. CASBIN; 
feemed as if he intended to go himfelf, if his forces did not fucceed in-the fouthern: 


part of the empire. It is. hardly credible with what untired attention. he applied. 
himfelf to bufinefs, . ae 


Cossim Kuan the chancellor being much in favor-with the suan, was-employed 
in writing an account of his wars. I queftion if thofe writings. have at prefent 
any exiftence; but if they have, as napir had a fight of them himfelf from. 
time to time, they muft be fufpected of great partiality. I have had occaficn. 


te. 
2 He had in paft times frequent occafion to fee the. fervants of the EAST-InpIA company. 
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to obferve, that the chancellor, as well as MUSTAPHA KHAN, fupported his 
reputation. As the former had given feveral marks of his attention to our 
commercial intereft, I thought ic proper to make him a prefent, though he alfo 
fhewed fome repugnance to the acceptance of it. I then took my leave of 
MUSTAPHA KHAN, and received his commiffions for certain things which he defired 
might be provided from EUROPE’. He delivered me into the charge of an under- 
officer and a foldier, to attend me as far as aBaR. 





Cc H A P. XXXIX, 


The author's journcy from the PERSIAN Camp t0 LANGAROODs Regulations of the poft- 
moafters in PERSIA? a remarkable frory of one of them; with an account of the pER- 
staN couriers. : 


HE 27th of march we fet out from the camps. the officer and foldier charged 

with the care of us were of the yEsauL, who, as I have obferved, are di- 
ftinguifhed by their caps; and whofe office it is in time of action, to fhoot thofe 
who turn their back on the enemy. Thefe men had been in inp1a with the sHaH, 
and informed me of fome particulars’in relation to that memorable expedition. 
This day we travelled about fix. leagues to the village sausocai.. The different 
rout I now took, exhibited the fame melancholy profpeét of vaft tracts of excellent 
arable land lying wafte in one of the fineft climates in the world; fo that I could 
not comprehend how the sHan fupported his army: the houfes fupplied only fuel, 
and we faw feveral maroders pulling them down for that purpofe. 


Tue next day we paffed through 4 ruined village, covered on the oppofite fide 
with an inacceffible mountain: here we difcovered five perfons, who as we ap- 
proached, ran to their horfes, which were ready faddled, and tied to trees. They 
took to their arms as if they meant to attack us; on our part we prepared for a 
defence. Our two foldiers, who did not feem to have our prefervation much at 
heart, loitered behind, and entered into a parley with them. This gave us fome 
uneafinefs, and induced me to ftop upon an eminence attended by one fervant, to 
fee the iffue of their conference; my interpreter foon rode back full fpeed, and 
reproached me for ftaying behind, declaring that if we did not keep together upon 
our guard, we might be cut off; for that he had difcovered four of thofe men 
were ¢on2 round the hill, whilft one kept the foldiers in parley. His fears were 
not without foundation, for the foldiers who foon came up with us, had pur- 
chaled a ftolen horfe of thefe robbers, who acknowledged that the reputation which 
the EuropEans have acquired for their dexterity in the ufe of fire-arms, had been 
our greateft fecurity. ‘At laft we reached aspozen, one of the leaft deferted vil- 
lages 


The fohicauent (late of our affairs never permitted the execution of this commiffion. 
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lages I had {een in this journey. We had been eight hours on the road, but found 
ourfelves advanced only five computed leagues. 


Tue 29th, we afcended a mountain, the feveral turnings of the road making 
between three and four miles: the air on the top was fo extremely rarified, and 
the winds fo piercing, that it was with difficulty I drew my breath, In the valley 
we found a very different climate, and aABAR appeared before us in a delightful 
fituation. This.city however was much in the fame circumftances as the others, and 
it was not without difficulty we obtained a lodging. The garrifon here was com- 
manded by a-fon of macumup the arcuan, who, as the Persians fay, fet out 
with only twelve thoufand men, when he conquered fo great a part of this empire, 
The mountains, over which lay our direét road, being covered with fhow, we 
were under a neceffity of going near three leagues about ; and in the fpace of four 
leagues, the road was fo formed, that we were obliged to pafgs a branch of the 
KIZILAZAN fixty-five times ; one of my company having had the curiofity to count 
them: this. river was about thirty feet wide, and two or three feet deep, full of 
rocks and round ftones, and the ftream rapid, After ten hours Journey we arrived 
at a defolate caravanferai, where we found nothing but water; we had however 
provided ourfelves at a village on the road, where the inhabitants entertained us 
with great hofpitality : I obferved a tree with a number of rags tied to the branches, 
thefe were fo many charms which paflengers coming from GHILAN, a province 
remarkable for agues, had left there, in a fond expeétation of leaving their difeafe 
alfo on the fame {pot. ee 


Tue grit, we travelled near ten hours without finding any provifion on the road 
as we approached the mountains which cover GuiLan, we found the reflection of 
the fun fo ftrong, that it was with difficulty we defended ourfelves againft the 
fcorching heat. At length we deféried ARSEViL, a finall village, the fight of 
which fupported our drooping fpirits, almoft exhaufted with fatigue and hunger ; 
but we had the mortification to find only one narrow pafs to it, and that was fenced 
up with large fir-trees, and a great bank of earth: we fulpected that the village 
was in a ftate of rebellion, and to force ourfelves into it, might be attended with 
fome dangerous confequences : however, neceflity filenced our fcruples, and we, 
fummoned all our ftrength, to remove the impediment, which coft us no {mall 
labour ; it feems the villagers, out of fear of the sHan’s couriers, had made ufe of 
this expedient. . ; 


‘ Sprinc was already advanced to the fulnefs of its charms. The brightnefs of 
the fky ; the falls of water from the rocks ; the variety of verdure'on the different . 
trees on the mountains; the lawns and corn-fields, filled the imagination with the 
moft pleafing ideas. We had now before us a noble and extenfive profpect, ftu- 
pendous mountains rifing gradually on each’ other, fome of them with their fum- 
mits covered with fhow, whilft others concealed their heads in clouds. In the 
_valley appeared many ruined villages ; but the ferpentine channel of the Kiz1pa- 
.2aN, with the variety of lawns and woods, formed a delightful fcene. The courfe 
of this river, which is one of the moft famous in PERSI4, is rapid, and the foil ir 
Vous |. Soe ' Aa. pafies 
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ace over in many places, tinges its waters with a red colour®. The return of 
pring naturally delights the mind; to me it afforded fo much the more pleafure, 
as my paft winter had been attended with many circumftances of diftrefs. How 
happy, thought I, might persta be, if a general depravity of manners did not 
involve her inhabitants in fuch an inextricable confufion.; but how much more 
happy are thofe countries, whol government is not defpotic, and whofe people are 
infpired with fentiments of virtue and true religion 5 the only. means of blunting 
the edge of thofe calamities to which human life is fubject. The defolate country 
through which we had travelled for fo many days, made GuILAN the more ftriking. 
Arzevit was bordered., by olive-trees; the walks in their gardens were covered 
with vines, and their frait-trees in bloflom: here were few marks of art, but 
nature, with a little induftry, feemed to furnith all that was needful or pleafant. 


Upon our entrance into the village, we were received with marks of hofpitality ; 
for the peafants knew we fhould pay for what our occafions required ; but they 
were much alarmed on atcount of the king’s couriers *, who without pity take, 
and without mercy ride, the horfes: of. the. poor inhabitants. Jn fa we had not 
Been in the village two hours before GgAF"6E.chem arrived, who, contrary to the 
ufual cuftom, were armed with mufkets, though ‘in general they wear only fabres : 
their bufinefs was to exarhine, and take the depofiion . of -the villagers concerning 
thirty robbers, who had lately infefted the country, and of whom we had feen.a 
party of five, three days before. ; 


Turse couriers wear a white fafh girded from the fhoulders to their waift many 
times round their bodies, by which means they are enabled to ride for many-days 
without great fatigue: they take horfes wherever they can find them, which fre- 
quently are not returned to the owners they eveh difmount travellers, and often 
leave them to walk with their baggage. ‘The injuftice of this behaviour occafions 
their being fometimes repulfed and feverely tréated ; though, ,according to the laws, 
an entire fubmiffion is ‘required, 23° they aré employed forthe king’s bufinefs. 

- Poftmafters are fupplied ‘by the king's otgss swith t itty; Forty, or fifty horfes, 
according to their appointments ; but -as the demand’ is frequently greater than 
they are able to fupply, and the siau’s allowance very fmall, they are often obliged 
to abfcond, which is a great caufe of the barbarity of the couriers. One of thefe 
poftmafters being challenged upon this account by wapir, anfwered in thefe terms.: 
«: That I have not fupplied your couriers with horfes, is moft certain; becaufe for 
« every ten horfes you provided, you fent me twenty couriers ; a man had better 
« die at once, than live to ferve a rafcal;” and immediately he ftabbed himfelfs. 
"The saui cried out “ that-was a brave fellow ; fave him.” but it-was too late. 


Waiust I was in this village I obferved, not without indignation, boys of twenty, 
armed with a military authority, giving blows on the heads of thofe, whofe grey 
beards fpoke their age, and the reverence due to it. This fort of treatment was 

. practifed 


* Krzin fignifying red, it is probable this river may be called xiz1Lazan from fome fuch reafon, 
® Whom the rersians call CHOPPARS. : 


* This is but the fecond inftance that I have known of a PERs1aN’s being guilty of fuicide. 
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prattifed fometimes for very trifling offences, and frequently for no offence at all : 
nor could I reftrain my own ARMENIAN fervants on many occafions from follow- 
ing this Brave example ; till I affured them they fhould receive ten ftrokes for 
one they gave. Having refrefhed ourfelves, we departed in the evening, taking 
cur rout over a high mountain, from whence we defcended into a pleafant and 
fruitful valley, and croffing the KiziLazaw; we-took up our lodging two leagues 
diftance from arseEvit. ei 


Tue tft of april, we .pafléd through the narrow paths in the mountains which - 
guard the province of cu1£an, in view of many pleafant valleys, and travelling 
feven leagues, arrived at cuzpuN ; here we lodged in a very mean caravanferai, 
which we left early the next morning, and arrived happily at Resup. 





CH AP. XL. 


Che author arvives at LANGAROOD, and finds naval preparations making for an expe- 
dition to BALKHAN. He is vifited.by a MULLAH, with whom he enters into a con- 
verfation. The muiLan’s notion of marriage, alfo of temperance, drefs, Fc. An 
account of the women, their marriages, domeftic flavery, and fubjettion in persia. 
Thoughts on jealoufy, and marriages in EuRoPS compared with thofe of asia. 


FTER the pleafure of feeing Mr. srown, and my other friends in rEsHD, 
the 4th of april | departed from thence, and arrived early thé next morning 
at LanGagpop, where I was for the third time, kindly recéived by Mr. ELTON, 
and two of the FRENCH miffionaries, who were then with him. They informed 
me, that all the fhips and vefféls on the persian coat of the caspian, bad been 
taken into the sHau’s fervice, in order tb carry provifions to BALKHAN 3 the king 
purfuing his intention of-erecting a fortification in that place, with a view to keep 
the TURKUMAN TARTARS-in.awey and by driving them from that advantageous 
retreat, in fome meafure prevent their incurfions*. This affair was fo warmly 
profecuted, that the fhips already laden. at enzennxz by the russian and ARMe- 
“tan merchants for asTRACHAN, were threatened to have their cargoes takeii out. 
‘Thefe naval preparations were conduéted by the admiral ManommeD KHAN, whofe 
ignorance of maritime affairs I have already mentioned : he was fo little a mafter 
of his bufinefs, that he did not know the neceffity. of navigating fhips at fome 
diftance from ‘the fhore ; nor that boats, on the other hand, mut coaft it. Find- 
ing me returned fuccefsfully from the camp, he appeared jealous of my refent- 
ment of his former conduct ; and apprehenfive that the value. of the piftols I had 
relented him. was greater than it really was; being ignorant alfo how to ufe the 
crew-barrels, he offered to return them ; to which 1 had no objetion. : 
Aa2 Poricy 





2 See Chap. XX. 
© He had heard that thofe fent to ans kovLI KHAN were worth One thonfand crowns. 
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Poricy did not require the femblance of refentment on my part; and charity 
feldom warrants the reality of it. A mind fuperior to the injuries we fuffer by 
the weaknefs or wickednefs of others, feems to be the fureft mark of that genero- 
fity of fpirit which chriftianity requires ; and bids faireft to fecure that tranquillity 
which conftitutes in great meafure our temporal happinefs. If we reflect that men 
generally aét like themfelves, and are no better than their heads and their hearts 
permit them to be; at the fame time that this confideration teaches us whom to 
truft in the affairs of the world, it fhould inftruct us alfo how to ftifle our re- 
fentments ; and to think it our greateft glory to triumph over the pride, that is, 
the weaknefs of human nature. This moft certainly is the leffon, which the 
great law-giver of the curistian world both taught and praétifed. 
MauomMMED KHAN was ordered to march towards asTrasap with the forces 
under his command. I vifited him to enquire of what was paffing in AsTRABAD 3 
and underftood that things were yet in the utmoft diforder. He and his family were 
under great affliGtion, news being come that Mir HASSAN BEG, a general, and one 
of his near relations, was run from the sHan’s camp to the rebels at sHirass: nor 
were his thoughts lefs perplexed on account of the difficulties he apprehended in 
the expedition to rurKumantA. He pretended to have received orders in rela- 
tion to the decree which the sHau had granted, for the payment of my lofs at 
ASTRABAD, and demanded an account of the particulars of it, which I gave him. 


~ Twas vifited here by a muLLAH, who came in company with sHanvERDIE BEG,. 
the perfon to whom I was fo much obliged: they then entertained us with feveral 
quotations out of their poets, particularly with regard to the pleafures and miferies 
of life, arifing from the fociety of women; and expreffed themfelves upon this 
fubject with great delicacy.  SHavERDIE BEG was an admirer of BaccHuS; as 
well as of venus. After other remarks the muttau obferved to me, that tho’ 
their law permitted a plurality of wives, and did not reftrain men in their num- 
ber of concubines ; yet they always confidered him as the moft virtuous man, who 
confined himfelf to one wife, without any concubine: he intimated his opinion 
at the fame time, that celibacy feemed to be a war againft nature, and was con- 
. fequently a vice. - 


Tue tendency of the MuLLan’s doctrine was plainly upon the curistian fcheme, 
of ong to onE ; and that the flate of marriage is the ftate of nature; confidering 
man is an animal, a rational, a focial, or an accountable being. The prattice of 
the MAMOMMEDANS however feems to oppofe all thefe principles, except the firit. 
No man can have a natural right to a plurality of women, becaufe of his fuperior 
wealth and fortune; for if he has rhany, the poor man cannot have one, unlefs we 

‘ fuppofe the lives of men to be confiderably fhorter than thofe of women, which is 
not the cafe; neither are there more women born than men. 


Ir has been a fubje& often difputed, if polygamy tends to the encreafé of man- 
kind. In countries where it is allowed, hardly a fingle woman is to be found after 
the age of fixteen or eighteen ; whercas this is not the cafe in CHRISTENDOM: yet 


if marriage among the cuRisT1ans was fo univerfal as among the MAHOMMEDANS, 
; : it 
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it may be prefumed the former would ‘have the advantage, if they have it not as 
the cafe now ftands; becaufe a defect in nature in one man, could render only 
one woman infertile; whereas among the polygamifts it renders many fo. There 
are other reafons in favor of the chriftians, ariling trom the freedom fo natural to 
mankind even from their infancy, which MAHOMMEDAN women and children do 
not enjoy. Add to this, the plagues, wars, cruelties, and-famines which happen 
among the latter, more than in cuxistenpom: but if it is prefumed that it will 
not make any difference in the religion or politics of either, it is a matter of no 
great moment which has the advantage. , 


Onzy four wives for life are efteemed honorable in persia ; and though men 
of fortune have generally more women, the reft are held as concubines. ‘Uhe 
notion of their marrying their fifters has been long exploded. Before. marriage 
the woman is examined in regard to her perfon by the mether, or other relation 
of the man; as the man is by the parents or friends of the woman. A report 
being made, the woman’s parents demand the price, which being paid, the judge +, 
or, where there is none, the prieft*, having received notice that the partics are 
ready, marries them, oftentimes without their having ever feen each other. The 
PERSIANS may marry for a month, or any time agreed upon between the parties, 
in the prefence of the pricft, and feparate when the time is expired ; but the wo- 
man muft not marry again immediately, unlefs fhe is certain of not being with 
child. If fhe is pregnant, the man is obliged to fupport her for a year; and if 
the child is a male, it is his: if a female, hers. But marriage does not give 
them any liberty ; for the women, to all appearance, are confidered as little more 
than fervile creatures formed for the pleafure and indulgence of their lord. 


Happy were it for the curistian world if women were more generally taught 
from the earlieft time of life, that rebellion againft hufbands in EuROPE js at leaft 
as great a crime as as!aTic tyranny over wives; and the thoughts of the latter 
muit neceffarily make them fhudder. The medium may be found in fome coun- 
tries °; but the extreme is apt to prevail. Women are not often taught the doétrine 
of fubordination otherwife than by cuftom ; which they fometimes call, and much 
oftner think, an arbitrary invafion of their rights: the underftanding and the heart 
ought to fubfcribe to this dogtrine, in order to eftablith this tule of conduét upon . 
a folid bafis.. Thus women might more generally comprehend, that fubordination 
is neceffary to the very being of government ; that the pre-eminence which men 
enjoy, confifts chiefly in a fuperior toil; that whether a man has the mind of an 
angel, or a brute, ftill the gentle paffions, and a fubmiffive condu@ of a wife, 
mutt eftablith her power in the heart of her hufhg&d more permanently than all the 
arts of pride and rebellion ; thus it muft be if fhe means to poffefs his affections : 
and if the does not mean it, he has the greater reafon to maintain that fuperiority 
with which nature has invefted him. And as providence has appointed man the 
guardian and protector of woman, he ought therefore to be the chief object of her 
love! not in an abftracted fpeculation, but in a manner fuitable to the great ends, 
of providence. : 

To 


.* Kazz > Muupan, © Perhaps as much in ENGLAND as any where. 
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To enter deep into this argument, is not my purpofe ; I only mean to recom- 
mend an obfervance of the wife difpofitions of providence, and to thew how re- 
_ciprocal the happinefs of mankind, as focial beings, muft necefiarily be, as well 
from the make of the human mind, as from the neceffities to which our condition 
is fubjeéted. But there is one particular which I think ought never to be forgotten : 
the fenfible part of mankind are ever lamenting the great want of, friendfhip in 
the world ; they form high ideas of the charms of it: they purfte it with anxious 
defires : but how few have virtue enough to enjoy it; and of thofe few, how {mall 
is the number of fuch as are fo fortunate to find their equals, infomuch that it has 
been emphatically faid, “ there are as many kings as friends.” It is a common 
obfervation, that men excel women in friendfhip, as women do men in love: it is 
certain the firft depends moft on the underftanding, the Jaft on the affections; bur 
ic would not be any fubjeét of wonder, confidering the modern polite education of 
EUROPEAN women, if they were deficient in both: to the former at leaft great 
difcernment, as well as goodnefs of heart are effentially neceffary: however, as this 
amounts to no more than opinion, I may declare mine ; that if there are not many 
friendfhips in the wedded ftate, there are yet fewer in any other ; confequently thofe 
who are adventurers for a friénd, ought to rua the rifque of marriage, if they can 
fo temper their paffions with judgment, -as to difcern the difference between love 
‘and friendfhip, and make a happy mixture of both. ; 


Manxinp are in many refpects the fame in all countries ; but the MaHoMMEDANS 
certainly deviate from the laws of Gop and nature, by an arbitrary invafion of the 
ricHts of one half of the fpdcies. Tella MAHOMMEDAN, that EUROPEAN women 
are permitted to walk abroad with their faces uncovered, to fee, and to fpeak ta 
men: he cries with aftonifhment! ** How is it poffible that the curisTaans can 
‘st fuffer fuch an abufe ?” It is very eafy to imagine that he has no notion of a prin- 
‘cipte arifing from education and religion, Talk to him of making wives the 
guardians of their own honour, with fome prudent reftri€tions, as women may be 
differently circumftanced: he fays, ‘* Alas! women are the fame in all countries, 
“© if this conduét was permitted among us, inftead of a plurality of. wives, what 
“« fecurity could we have in the property of one? I thank my ftars that I was born 

-« a maHomMevaN.” In the hght which they fee things, this opinion is very con- 
fiftent; but they forget, that their women would have a jufter reafon to, blels their 
stars, had they been born cHRISTIANS, at leaft in countries where they enjoy one 
common liberty with the men. 


_ Women*in asra’ may fometimes live in harmony in the Harram: their lord 
may have a fecurity in the poffffion of their perfons: kind treatment may even 
engage their hearts, but not upon folid principles. We often fee cuftom and habit 
prevail over nature ; but can a woman who loves a man, bear a comapetition for his 
diftinguifhed regard, without fuffering the corroding pains of jealoufy ? 


‘Tue joys of an ruropeAN hufband, who underftands his religion as a-cHRISTIAN, 
and his obligations as a focial being, are certainly founded in reafon and nature. 
But’ to abate the triumphs of their boafted fuperiority ‘over the MAHOMMEDANS, 
‘let us confider the number whofe lives are rendered unpleafant; how few are com- 


1 pletely 
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pletely happy, and how niany miferable by “the methods eftablithed in’ EUROPE - 
in the marriage-ftate. Thele evils feem to arife chiefly from one capital error, 

’ which men are apt to fall into. Our paffions are as effential a part of our nature as 
our reafon; and women, with fome difference of objects, are equally fubject to them 
with men, Where an apsuap EDucATIon does not make their vanity preponde- 
tate, love will ever prove the ruling paffion in a woman’s breaft ; it will tin@ure all 
her thoughts, and give a bias to every part of her condu&; nor is this her crime, 
but her virtue and felicity, the order of providence, and the wife dettination of 
nature. The great fecret of life then, is to find a proper object for that paffion: 
the hufband mutt be himfelf the lover, if he means to be beloved : by the con- 

, fiftency of his own condu& he mutt infpire his wife with true notions of happi- 
nefs, that is, with fentiments of true virtue and religion ; and thus he may preferve 
inviolate in the higheft fenfe, the exclufive property to which he is intitled. 

Bur there is a great difference between a manly rational love, and a paffionate 
fondnefs. The efteem which women of fentiment ufually have for ‘men, -rifes or 

falls in proportion to the opinion they have of their wifdom ; but the effeminate 
fervilities of a doating fondnefs bid fair to bring on that fatiety or contempt 
which he is moft folicitous to prevent. However firong the paffion of fovereignty 
may be in the breaft of fome women, the man who renounces his fuperiority, 
will for that reafon, become an object of her contempt. A mafculine tendernefs, 
‘and politenefS of manners, are the beft means of tying the bands of wecilock, 
and -making them graceful, honourable, and productive of folid happinefs ; 
towards women of diftinguithed beauty, becaufe they are moft in danger, and always 
think themfelves moft entitled to regard: ‘to her who is ‘not beautiful, becaufe. this 
dittinction, if fhe has any ingenuoufnefs of nature, will infpire her heart with a reci- 
procal love; and as it muft- flatter her opinion of her own merit, will give a proof 
ofthe tafte and underftanding of her hufband. Thus in either cafe, he will re- 
ceive the ftrongeft fecurity of her fidelity, and the beft earneft of a mutual felicity, 
Marriage, upon the curistran fcheme, is undoubtedly well calculated for the hap- 
pinefs of mankind. All conditions have their peculiar calamities; but I am 
perftiaded that moft of the miferies which are imputed to that ftate, are really 
owing to the abufe of it; for we ought to remember, that the man or woman, 
who is a fool before marriage, will not be changed by a miracle ; but if there is 
good fenfe on either fide, this may be a natural means of their becoming wife.” 


THERE is an uropran {cheme which promifes well; but perhaps it.is calculated 
only for uropia : it is indeed too good for the prefent age. I do not mean that of 
buying wives, as they doin persia, but to take them without dowry. The inhe- 
sitance of the female, when fhe firft marries fhould revert to the male heir of a fa- 
mily. This {cheme is not the worfe becaufe it will ftartle a rich maid bred up in 
the fplendor of a court. Human nature would be the fame; MEN WOULD MARRY: 
the defire of happinefs would be the fame, AND MEN WOULD MARRY THE SOONER, 
becaufe they might rationally promife themfelves MoRE happinefs than experience 
can now ordinarily juftify. “In proportion to THEIR felicity would rar of their 
wives necelfarily be. More men would marry, becaufe they would follow reafon 

aa . and 


184 THE AUTHOR'’s CONVERSATION Part III. 


and nature more, without being perplexed with the defires of gratifications, founded 
in avarice or vanity : and as “‘ no marriage would be made without love, fewer loves 
“ would follow without marriage.” Virtue, and confequently happinefs amongit 
women, would be cultivated, becaufe they would have only their beauty and ac- 
complifhments to infpire the breaft of men. This fcheme would alfo inforce filial 
piety and duty to parents: children would draw this bleffing on their heads; for 
it would create a ftronger connexion by the dependance which they would have on 
their parents, who in cafes of unfortunate marriages, might the better be relieved ; 
whereas parents, by the large dowries now given, are generally incapable of giving 
more; and their affections often become’ cold, by their not being fhewn that re- 
fpeét from married children, which they would naturally receive under the ftronger 
influence of intereft. : ; : oe 

Tus defign might indeed be the worfe for the rich, who have neither beauty, 
virtue, fenfe, or any accomplifhment, except their gilding, but the number of 
thefe, which I hope is not large at prefent, would then be very fmall. As to the 
variety of opinions among men.concerning: female charms, they would be. more 
free and genuine, becaufe unbiafied by a. confideration foreign to nature : and if 
one woman’ was by this fcheme excluded: rae seerises ten would find hufbands, 
who now languifh through life in a wrétched celibacy; wemen.in general are there- 
fore interefted to confent to this propofat. The riches’ of tlie warld-wauld’ be nci- 
ther more or lefs than they are now: the r1cHTs of a wife in a free country would 
not be abridged, except the RicHTs of independency in point of fortune; and 
what would they lofe by this, when itis well known, that from hence arifes the 
notion of a feparate intereft, which may be purfued wHen ann How they-pleafe 5 
and the frequent confequence of this-opinion is nothing lefs than misery to both 
hufband 6d wife, as fome thoufands I believe are ready to atteft. 


Wuatever may be the confequence of too much liberty in EURopE ; in asta, at 
leaft in that part of it which is the fubject of thefe.remarkss the women are the ab- 
ject flaves-of mens-appetites, deilig but litle ¢ensoved Front: profticutes : and with 
regard to thé-men,” their pleaftires: cannot: pie feach deeper than their fenfes. . It is 
not difcoverable from the manner ia which Phey treat the fubject, and as little from 
the nature of their correfpondence with women, that there are many traces of 
friendfhip mixed with love; confequently few partnerfhips in the cares or calami- 
ties of life; and as to the pleafures and amufements of it, they are neceffarily con- 
fined within«very narrow bounds. . But for the greater fecurity of their property in 
their wives, the only one which napir feemed to have any'regard to, on his com- 
ing to the crown he publifhed-an ordinance, which made it prefent death for any 
perfon whomfoever, who fhould attempt to cotrupt another min’s wife, or forci- 
bly take a married woman from her hufband; for which reafon thofe who have 
beautiful daughters give them in marriage very young, that they may not be ex- 
pofed to any violence. In the reign of nussein, men of great diftinétion were 
wont to feize upon what women they pleafed, whether married or fingle: but as 
waver himfelf was a ftridt obferver of the law juft mentioned, very few perfons 
had the boldnefs to violate it in his time. _ 
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Tue women of cxitan are very induftrious; the common fort are often feen 
abroad without veils, planting rice, and performing other offices of agriculture : 
and within doors they are employed in fpinning and working in different manufac- 
tures: but women of fuperior quality work very little, if at all. Quinrus cur- 
TIus mentions ALEXANDER’s.fending to paRius’s mother feveral pieces of. purple, 
and other rich veftures, which he chad received from Macepon 3 that if the manu- 
facture pleafed her, fhe might caufe her grand-children to be taught how to make 
them for their diverfion. This, as the hiftorian reprefents, was refented as a great 
indignity, it being efteemed mean and difhonorable for ladies in persra to work 
in wool. ALEXANDER excufed him&lf as being ignorant of their cuftoms, alledg- 
ing that his fifter had worked the robe in which he was arrayed, The persian . 
ladies are ftill of that opinion; nor is this furprizing, if we confider that in 
EUROPE, where induftry is reckoned a principal virtue, there are many women, 
whofe birth, fortune, and’ beauty, might challenge the higheft attention, who 
chufe to be ignorant of the effential duties of life? rather than of the vain ceremo- 
nies and amuféiments of it: : ‘ : 


THE women in GHILAN are fair, their eyes and hair black + but here, as in other 
places, theysoften ufe a drug with which they blacken their eyes: they appear at 
leaft to have received a tinéture from it, bur it leaves a blacknefs on’ the eye-lids :, 
they efteem large eyes, infomuch that as a figure to exprefs the higheft idea of the 
beauty of a woman, the-females of paradife are reprefented with prodigious large 
eyes. In this province their features are fall; thofe, as well as their ftature, 
partaking much of the petrcats. But in general the Grorctans are moft 
efteemed for the charms of their perfons. ‘Their children are bred up in the Har- 
RAM, and like the porrucuese and jews, are very handfome when young: but 
the males foon change their countenance. The females who do not labour in the 
field, are feldom feen abroad, except'in a morning before the fun rifes, and then they 
are covered with veils, which reach down-to their feet. When they travel on 
horfeback, every lady of diftin@ion is not only veiled, but has generally a fervant, 
who runs or rides before er to clear the way; and on fuch occafions the men, even 
in the market-places, always turn their backs till the women are paft, it being 
thought the higheft ill manners to look at them: but this awful refpect is but a 
proof of the flavery in which they are: doomed to live. The care which they take 
to conceal their faces, to avoid the impugation of acting indelicately, aad contrary 
to cuftom, has made fo flrong an impreffion on them, that I was told of a woman, 
who being accidentally furprized in bathing, fhewed her whole perfon except her 
faces to hide which, all her folicitude was employed. af 


Tue notion which the prrsrans have imbibed concerning the female world, 
prevents their being involved in the diftrefles of love, fuch as lofing their fenies 
for the fake of a woman, though they are betrayed into many improprietics of 
conduét on this account. Jealoufy, which generally prevails in the warmeit cli- 
mates, is not unknown to the heart of a persian; the nearer approach to the fun, 
may affect MAHOMMEDANS as well as CHRISTIANS 3 but as in the politer countries 
of CHRISTENDOM, women are generally confidered, in moft refpedts, upon an 
equality with men; and in PERSIA, as much inferior to them; there muft conf 
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quently be among cHRisTians a greater regard to conjugal love. The differenc 
in religions, as well as in the cuftoms and manners of countries, will hardly admit 
a comparifon ; but as jealoufy fometimes occafions the infidelity of women in 
£UROPE, it is always a fafeguard to them in asta, where they are never conftitured 
the guardians of their own honor. 


We find cuftom has a great influence on the manners of mankind in all coun- 
tries. In France there is a more liberal indulgence of women than in ENGLAND $ 
and yet, contrary to this rule, I believe it is beyond difpute that enoLisH wives 
greatly exceed the FRENCH in chaftity; nor in faying this do I fo much depreciate 
the women of that nation, as afcribe tHe natural effect to the caufe ; for the fuperior 
excellence of our religion makes a ftronger -hold ; whilft the cuftom of FRANCE, 
and genius of the people with regard to their gaiety, is a temptation ; for though 
chaftity, and great vivacity of fpirit, are things very confiftent; yet the latter is, im 
its nature, apr to deceive the guards who watch the avenues to the heart,- and 
to flatter them into a perfuafion, that there is no danger near ; whereas a, mere 
ferious turn of mind creates an awe, and keeps the enemy at a diftance. On the 
other hand, in: porTuGAL, and other countries in the fouth of zvrorz, where 
jealoufy:abounds moft, and where the. teal eanfilence is repofed in women, there 
is moft incontinence; fo that it is hard to fayy whether-jealoufy has tended moft 
to this immorality ; or this immorality eftablifhed ‘jealoufy,..se:a.kind of national 
vice. This paffion, which feems to have its foundation partly in conftitution, .muft 
arife alfo from indifcreet engagements, from whence proceed thofe fad apprehenfions 
of being unamiable to the- object beloved : but it is natural to conclude, in mofk 
cafes, that the.more vicious men are, the more they fufpect others ; and confequently 
are themfelves the more fubject to alarms. 


Now that I am fallen upon {0 delicate a fubje&t, I cannot help remarking, that 
although men of fentiment are very cautious of acknowledging, that this paffion 
has in the leaft.tinétured their minds, nor is i¢ in the nature of things, that they 
can. be ingenuous:in confeffions. of this fort ; yet: \-beliews: there, ave very few men 
without a degree of it. The.aged, the.proud,-the-timerons, and the tender, are 
perhaps the moft fufceptible-of this paffton, where there are any circumftances in the 
object beloved, to awaken it; but afhamed as. men ufually: are in this inftance, 
the queftion is, if jealoufy is not a natural paffion of the mind, as a compound 
of pride, love, hope, and fear; and if it may, by a fkilful direction, anfwer fe- 
veral of the great ends of providence, as well as the other paffions from whence 
I fuppofe jealoufy to be derived? What the fatal effects of the excefa of every 
paffion are, the hiftory of the world can furnifh us. with inftances innumerable. 
Pride, Jove, fear, kill a thoufand different ways, entirely unobferved by the- gene~ 
rality of men, whilft one defperate at of jealoufy is entered upon record, and 
tranfmitted to future generations. 


Ir we confider jealoufy as a paffion diftin@ from all others, and that it may be 
employed to good purpofes; the poifon of it will in a great meafure evaporate ; 
for every paffion was certainly given us for wife ends, I believe there are ngt many 
men, and perhaps: fewer. women, who having endeavoured to pafs through lite 
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with innocence, are’ not without finguilar obligations to this paflion ; I mean, with 
regard to THEMSELVES, as that which has conftantly waited on them, like a guardian 
angel, to protect them in their fidelity to their own principles; for if jealoufy is a. 
natural paffion, its influence neceffarily extends to OURSELVES, though in common 
life we do not often make ourszxves. the objects’ of it*. This principle being 
granted, how often might it have guarded the honour of families, and prevented ° 
that diftrefs in which we have feen them involved. There is a vulgar notion pre- 
vails amongft women, fuch at leaft who are not very wife, as well as thofe who are 
not very virtuous, that fufpicion is a great provocation to infidelity: whereas 
jealoufy, though it implies a diffidence, may be only fuch as is founded in a general 
knowledge of human nature; or a great infirmity of mind ; and though it is often 
a proof of pride, it can hardly exift without love; but a woman might, with the 
fame propriety, beat out her hufband’s brains, becaufe his head achs, as be un- 
faithful to him, becaufe he is Jealous 5 for it can by no means alter the nature of her 
obligations. On the other hand, it is a duty in men to remember that this paffion, 
if indulged, is an indignity to a woman, and does fometimes bring on the very evil 
it is employed to prevent. ; 
_ Iv countries where women are confidered as equally entitled to the privileges of 
human nature, and are not only exempt from the fervile fubjections of the East, 
but’ enjoy the honour of being'free, as well as the liberty of being virtuous, they 
can hardly be devoid of fentiment: and it mutt neceflarily follow, that in pro- — 
portion as a woman loves a man, fhe will avoid what is injurious to his peace + 
whilft He, confcious of this ficknels of mind, will be equally watchful that it 
fhall not-offend her: and thus, by a fkilful management, their very frailties may 
be-converted into a blefling, and exhibic a thoufand latent virtues, which, for want - 
of trial, might never have been called forth. ae ; 
Tuave confidered jealoufy in a different light from that tir which it is Generally 
fhewn ; but mankind are agreed, that all the fweets of Jove are no counterpoile 
for the bitter pangs of this corroding paffion: and that men are as highly inter- 
efted not to inftruct themfelves in the art of felf-torment, as not to teach their 
wives an evil leffon. It may be alfo remarked, that Jealoufy, abftraéted from all 
tegards to women; as in acquaintance, friendfhip, and the intercourfe of the 
world at large, fhews itfelf moft in the weakeft men; though all men of renpER 
MINDS are extremely fufceptible of it. Pride is generally its companion, and fear 
its guide; forrow and vexation of {pirit fupport its banners, and it leads us into 
the paths of mifery. This is the café when we fuffer it to get the afcendency , 
“but when fubfervient to the ends of life, itis, I think, productive of the good I 
have pointed out. : 


To return to my converfation with the MULLAH, from whence thefe refleCtions 
rook their rife, he afforded me yet farther occafion for moralizing. He obferved 
that I did not eat nor drink any thing that was offered me, and being himfelf a 


B VALE- 
, * This.is ufing the term Jealoufy for fufpicion and difidence ; but it muft be remembred that this term 
fs warrantable, as when a man is JéaLous of his honour; which, though a figurative expreffion, is 
‘very eppofite to this opinion. 5 : : 
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VALETUDINARIAN, he afked the reafon of my abftinence: I told him, “ It isa 
© common faying in EUROPE, that 2 man is a fool, or his own phyfician by the 
« age of forty ; I want many years of that period; yet my conftitution has given 
*« me great experience how tottering thefe fabrics of our bodies are.” Here it may 
be obferved, that an impatience of certain foods, and other gratifications, is fome~ 
times as prevalent in men of infirm conftitutions, as in others. Mr. popz, by 
what he fays of himfelf, has fet this matter in a clear light. and happy are thofe 
who can truly apply it to themfelves: “* My youth,” fays this author, as well as I 
remember, ‘* has dealt fairly and honeftly by me; and, by early. intimations of 
«© mortality, checked my career, and prevented many injurious, and ‘perhaps cri- 
«« minal excefles into which my paffions might have betrayed me.” The muLLan 
expreffed his approbation of the proverbial faying I have quoted, arraigned man- 
kind,: and condemned himfelf in particular, for want of that common attention to 
health, without which, he obferved, it is next to impoffible for fome men to pafs 
through life exempt from pain; and befides the mifery and perturbations of mind. 
which it creates, it alfo difqualifies us for the affairs of the world, 


We now changed our fubje& ;-andhe faid with an ingenuous freedom: “How 
** comes it that you, who are abftemiousinygour food, are not of a piece in your: 
“* apparel ? there ought to be an uniformity in’ a-mita‘standudt.” I thanked him 
for his admonition, and replied ; ‘¢ In things I do not 'firid iiferiewe in: their confe- 
*© quences, it feems to me akind of duty to conform to the.cuftom of ‘thofe with 
** whom we affociate. You may impute as much as you pleafe to vanity; but 
“ T muft confefs to you my philofophy does admit of fome indulgence of-this kind: 
*s different occafions, and the different kinds of people with whom we aflociate, 
«+ mutt, in fome meafure, determine in what manner a man ought to drefs, Se- 
veral eminent philofophers in EuRorE have recommended the garb to be rather 
above, than below a man’s fortune, in which I prefume they allude to certain 
ranks in life: a good coat will often procure a man admittance, where a bad 
one will expofe him to contempt. This is no where more true than in your 
country, of which I have already had a painful-experiepice ‘and: fince the world 
in general is governed chiefly by outward appearances; and that innocence of 
life, or even ftrength of reafon alone, will not purchafe much efteem; we may, 
“© LT think, accommodate ourfelves to the world in things which are indifferent in 
their nature, whatever may be urged by thofe philofophers and divines, who 
“ are apt to confider how things ought to be, rather than how they are.” The 
MuLLAB fhook his head, and:acknowledged the application of the argument with 
regard to PERSIA. . ; 

I wan indeed been tanght on féveral occafions, how neceffary-externals were in 
that country, as well to prevent being treated infolently, as to purchafe that re- 
fpeét, which is of great ufe to the-good conduct of bufinefs. In trading nations, 
where the fuppofed pecuniary worth of men conftitutes the greateft part of the 
refpeét paid them, cloaths are lefs effential ; but as thefe externals among others, 
are material diftin@tions of an affluent fortune ; even in fuch nations, fome refpect 
will be ever paid to a man’s coat ; particularly among the young, the gay, . ue 

- emale, 


Chap. XLT. DESCRIPTION OF THE, &c, 189; 


female world, which conftitute a very great part of mankind; and that part which: 
Ke is no philofopher who defpifes. 


Witu regard to motives of policy and cuftom, this notion had carried our fac- 
tors in the fouth of persta much farther than us who came from the cold regions. 
of Russia: they had their gold cAALLEANS, rich sHAsHES, running footmen, led 
horfes, &c. Their drefs was PERSIAN, except the hat and wig, and their gar- 
ments for parade were lined. with saBLzs. SHAH sULTAN HUSSEIN gave theny- 
a noble palace and fine gardens ; and once, at a public entertainment made for: 
this prince, the factors {pread the ground with fcarlet-cloth for him to walk én. 
from the royal palace to their own, and afterwards gave the cloth to the foldiers. 
This conduct was in’ fome inftances political among {fo oftentatious a people as the 
PERSFANS, and nodoubt had its good effects; and the trade, whilft it was in a. 
flourifhing condition, might poffibly fupport a confiderable expence: but the inva- 
fion of the arcuans no longer permitted the continuance of it, and other pruden-. 
tial reafons now reftrain- a a faétors "in a very great meafure. Mr. evron haw- 
ever thought it becoming the rank he bore in his mafter’s fervice, to have four: 
running footmen to attend him; his adjutant was gallantly mounted, and carried: 
a light fowling-piece at the head of the cavalcade: the rear was brought up by the 
CAALLEAN bearer on horfeback,. who carried a YAKTAN? with provifions, outward. 
garments, and the like: but Icannot fay, this fhadow.of a precarious pomp was. 
any addition to my pléafure, becaufe I knew his appointments of two thaufand five 
hundred crowns * a year were not equal to it. eae 

Tue converfation of the MuLLaH gave occafion to many: other reflexions ;. but 
thofe already mentioned exceed the bounds I have prefcribed to myfelf in this work... 





C°H A PB. XLE 


The author detained in expeEtation of the atrival of captain woovRoorE. Defoription.- 
of the province of ;GHILAN. 


'T HE month of aprit. being now almott expired, -I. grew ftill more impatient 
e to fee captain wooproore, intending to go-to. ASTRABAD by fea. Mr. ELTON 
endeavoured to render my hours.as pleafant as fo wretched a place as LANGAROOD. 
could make them, and obliged me often with the ufe of the fine horfe which the 
SHAH had given him. ; 


I wow fent a fecond courier to NASEER AGA, to inform him -in what fituation I. 
was, and that I determined.to go by land, if the fhip did not arrive.in: two or three. 
: days.: 

> Leather pannier. 


» ‘This was the falary allowed by wa‘1R_ sHau, to which he added an occafional prefent or two of five - 
hundred crowns, and very Laace promifes, which probably would not have produced any. thing. | 
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days: Providence feemed to order-things apparently for the beft: the heavy op- 
preffions which had induced the people of astRagpap to rebel, and the dreadful 
‘confequences of that rebellion, could not but draw commiferation. But my fenti- 
ments of their fufferings afforded me no affurance of their regard to juftice, much . 
lefs-cf their forbearance to injure me in the profecution of my bufinefs, if they 
had an opportunity of doing it. During my ftay in cHizan many of the ‘re-’ 
els werd removed by death, whom my prefence could not have faved, and their 
adherents being the more humbled, were probably the lefs difpofed to acts of violence, 
The feveral journies which I made in cHitan afforded me an opportunity of mak- .. 
ing fome remarks on that province: and my leifure allowed me time to commit 
£1em to writing. 


‘Girt An is covered on one Gide by a mountain, nearly in form of a crefcent; and 
what adds much to its beauty is the abundance of timber, and other wood, and 
the feveral romantic fcenes which the various face of the earth affords. At the foot 
‘of the mountain to the eaftward, near the bay, is a hot bath, the water of which 
43 of a yellowith colour, and much efteemed for its medicinal qualities.” The fe- 
veral paffes into GHILAN are all very difficult ; the narrow pafs which leads to it from 
the eatt through asrRaBaD and MAZANDERAN, and from the weft by LENGER Ku- 
NAN, are not much inferior to that of prne-ruBAR, already mentioned. From hence 
it arofe, that the kings of persia have ever found it very difficult to keep the inha-' 
bitants of the fouthern coaft of the caspran in fubjection, and ftill more to reduce 
them when they have once rebelled: wapir feemed to make it a maxim, ‘never to 
‘keep any troops on this coaft, ; 


Resp, the chief city in cnitan, about twenty years ago was furrounded by a 
thick wood, which rendered. it extremely unwholfome ; infomuch that the armz- 
ntans, who came from turkey to buy filk, ufually ftopped a day’s journey fhort 
vof this place, and fent their fervants into the city. But the russians no fooner 
poffeffed this beft part of the province, than they cleared the ground for near fifteen. 
“miles to the fouthward, and a profpect is now opened which is bounded only by the 

mountains: thefe are very lofty, their tops ‘being generally covered with {now 
through the whole year. The air of crizan, though admirably adapted to the 
_cultivation of raw filk and rice, of which no province has fuch plenty, is far from 
being healthful ; the fudden changes of it are productive of agues, efpecially to thofe 
-who are carelefS in their cloathing. The numerous marfhes occafioned by, the inun~ 
sdations of the casPran, the rice- fields often laid under water, and the vicinity of the 
mountains which are covered with wood, all contribute to hurt the air, efpecially 
when the heat of the fun is violent, and confequently the exhalations ftrong. There: 
ate frogs and gnats innumerable, nor are fpiders lefs abundant : the extreme moift- 
ure of the earth breeds infects even in their houfes, whilft the air is fo productive of 
‘tuft, that even the work of a watch can with difficulty be preferved. The inhabitants _ 
‘of the province obferve, that women, mules, and poultry enjoy health, when all 
other animals pine away with ficknefs; from whence it may be concluded, that the 

_confinement of the women contributes to their prefervation. June, july, and auguft, 
are their moft unhealthy months: in o€tober, november, and december, they have 
generally heavy rains. In the year 1741, an incredible quantity of fnow fell, ae 

uc 
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much that the people of rrsHp had no Comimunication with each other for fome 
days, but from their houfe-tops, which however are not very lofty: they even af- 
fured me that the fnow was, in fome places, to the depth of feven yards, : 


Tuey enjoy here a\lorg fpring : their lawns and meadows are ftrewed with fow- 
érs, and the bufhes with honey-furckles, fweet-briars, and rofes. The foil is exe 
ceeding fertile, producing fome hemp and hops, and almoft every kind of fruit 
without culture; for befides oranges, lemons, peaches, and pomegranates, here 
are abundance of grapes, the vines fupporting themfelves on the trees, and grow- 
ing wild in the mountains ‘with great luxurianey ; fo that a confiderable: part of 
this province is quite a paradife, notwithftanding the many great inconveniences: 
which attend it. Their grapes, for want of cultivation, are not of the moft excel- 
lent kind , nor will they make tolerable wine, without a mixture of raifins from.’ 
the fouthern parts of the empiré ; but thefe fermented together produce very good 
wine, Their other fruits are not reckoned wholefome, efpecially to foreigners 5 
the peaches and figs, in particular, partake much of the pernicious moffture which 
predominates in the lower parts of the province. Guinan is alfo remarkable for: 
producing great quantities of box: wood, for which camels have an extreme fond- 
nefs, though it is their immediate death if they eat of it; for this reafon there are- 
few or no camels brought into this province, their caravans confifting of horfes, 

. mules, and cows *% 


Tere are feveral rivers and inlets on the coaft of cu1zan that abound in fifh 
the moft remarkable in the river of LancARoop, are pike, carp, a {pecies of cod, 
and an oily fth called corroome, much cfteemed by the perstans 3 the head of it 
refembles that of a mullet, but the colour, fins, and fcales are like thofe of a car : 
There is another fith found in moft of the rivers and inlets on. the PERSIAN coat 
and alfo in the vorca, but never feen at fea: it is called soomz, the head is very. 
large, and has the neareft refemblance to that of a dog-fith, but the colour ‘and. 
thape of the body is like a cod; it has no fcales, but from the navel to the. tail. 
there runs a foft fin on the belly, as well as the back : this fith, as I have been told, 
is very ravenous, and devours like a fhark, though it has no teeth; the fefh of ig 
when boiled is extremely feft, and is never eaten by.the persians, 


* Thefe carry burthes like other animals, 
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Besrpes Mr. rorrus, who-had been with me in the camp, and-on whom-T de- 
pended as an interpreter, J took alfo Matreuse, the oli] anmzentan, who was with 
me when the rebellion broke out. We were fix perfons well armed, and Manom- 
mMeD Kwan had promifed to furnifh us with a convoy of fifty foldiers, if neceffary 5 
for fome of the inhabitants of MAZANDERAN, as well as ASTRABAD, had been in the 
rebellion, and knowing upon what bufinefs we were going, and that part of the 
foney murt be levied on them or their relations, %& was not unreafonable to appre- - 
hend, that they would make no fcruple to obftruct our journey, if they had a favour 

_ able opportunity. , 


Tite firft evening we were benighted and loft in a wood : we had fucceflively pro- 
cured feveral guides ; but they all ran from us, apprehending we fhould treat them 
injurioufly. In this perplexity we made towards a houfe, where we faw a light, but 
found the entrance barricadeed with trees: we ufed fome entreaties to perfuade the 
matter of it to conduct us to nuDIzAR 5 but as we could not make any imprefiion on 
him, we broke into his houfe, and tying a rope to one of his arms, compelled him 
to conduct us.. However unwarrantable this condué may appear, it was quite 
agreeable to the practice of persra in fuch cafes, and now leemed abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, efpecially as we meant no harm; on the contrary, after the man had con- 
duéted us to RuDIzAR, he was handfomely paid for his trouble. : 


Tue 2d, we faw a fhip in the offing*, upon which we ftopt at a little village in 
- the mountains, and fent an exprefs to Lancaroop ; but receiving anfwer the next 
day, that this fhip was not captain woopRoore’s, we proceeded on our journey 
without any more flattering expectations. Travelling about fix leagues, we foon 
entered the province of MazanpERAN, the weather being extremely delightful. 
Two of the carriers of my baggage through fear, or fome worfe caufe, left us and 
their loads in a very abrupt manner. The 4th, my horfes and mules -being at 
patture, were vifited by a wolf of very extraordinary fize, of which there are num- 
° bers in thefé mountains ; being driven off by the guard which was fet for fuch pur- 
poles, this animal contented himfelf with killing a cow. In the morning we fet 
cout early, and came up with a detachment of fifty foldiers, the commander of 
which very courteoufly offered his fervice to convoy-us. ; 


J opserven that fome of. the lower parts of MAZANDERAN very much refemble . 
“ guiLan; but they are not fo clofely encircled by mountains, and the air is more free 
and pure. This province alfo abounds in water, of which many ftreams iffue from 
the {prings in the mountains , but the rice-fields require a plentiful diftribution of it. 
They tell a ftory of an inhabitant of the low-lands, who being afked the length of 
the province, anfwered, * Toot up to the waift,” the word Toor in persic figni- 
fies length ; but, in the dialect of the province, mud. In the time of ALEXANDER 
the Great thefe people were called marp1, and the antient name of the province 
of MAZANDERAN was MARGIANA. This country is as fruitful as Guitan, and 
much more healthful ; in fact, the inhabitants are ftronger and more robuft, It 
produces great quantities of cotton, which are fent in large boats to the market at 
. ; RESHD, 

Sea term for a hip which appears on a coat. | 5 Ve 
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pesnp, from whence part of it is carried into Russia; and this‘is the only pro~ 
vince in the north of persia that produccs fugar. ; 

Tas day we arrived at Kincutit, a little village near the fea-fhore, where we 
met with a courier from MAnOMMED KHAN, with an open letter, requiring the 
commander of the fifty men to march along the coaft, and feize all the boats ter 
the suan’s fervice. This order was conducted with fo little fecrecy, that befides 
the letter being open, it was delivered by miftake to my interpreter. The peafants 
and boatmen, having had previous notice,” concealed in the creeks the few boats 
that were on the coait. The ufual method, in fuch cafes, is to oblige the elders to 
make report in writing of what boats belong to the village, and if they are difco- 
vered to conceal-any, they are feverely fined. I prefented the: commander of the 
fifty men with cloth for a coat, and obtained a detatchment of ten of his foldiers: 
for our convoy. : ae ms 


Tue earth having been refrefhed with heavy fhowers of rain, we made two ftages, 

and travelled-eleven hours. As we advanced deeper into the province, the villa- 
gers grew more infolent, infomuch that one of them feized the commander of 
my ten men by his throat. It is very dangerous to come to ‘extremities with 
thefe peafants, whofe numbers and _refolution enable them to contend: for if they 
beat or diftrefs any one, they are often called to an account in fuch a manner, thaty. 
of the two evils, they think murder the leaft, in hopes it may prevent enquiry ; or 
at worft, they can hide themfelves in their mountains. The houfe affigned for my 
lodging was inhabited by women and children, to whofe intreaties it was my 
duty to fubmit, though contrary to cuftom in fuch cafes; I therefore pitched my. 
‘tent. Night drawing on, we difcovered ourfelves to be in a very bad neighbour- 
hood; the villagers here had appeared in arms in the late rebellion, and formed 
a defign of attacking MAHOMMED KHAN, as he retired before the TURKUMANS; 
their fituation being fuch, that ten men might have defeated the kHan, and his 
-whole party. Thefe people now imagining us to be extremely rich, would not 
be perfuaded that our brafs buttons were not gold: their’ chief boafted of his 
“great dexterity in the ufe of fire-arms, asa fpecimen of which he killed a fmall 
bird on a lofty tree with a fingle ball. The villagers being now alarmed with ap- 
prehenfions, that my convoy had orders to apprehend them, took to their arms, 
and retired, refufing to fupply the foldiers with any provifions ; however I pro- 
cured food for them, upon condition that they, together with fome of my own peo- 
:ple, fhould remain under arms during the night. The inhabitants in the neigh- 
bouring mountains were alfo no lefs dilaffected’s and feveral horfemen came into the 
village during the night, but finding us on our _gtard, they feigned excufes for 
their unfeafonable motions, and retired. _ . : 

Tue 6th, the dangerous fituation in which I had flept, produced an equal fatis- 
faétion on my departure. By feven in the morning the fun was extremely hot; I 

-obferved that the persrans are not cautious of the impreffions of the fun jn any 
degree equal to the portucutse; for the laft feldom travel without ‘a cloak and 
wmbrello, they alfo ufe fcull-caps of paper, or a cabbage-leaf under their hats ; 
here the common people only guard the crown ‘of the head, which is ofen bare in 

other 
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other parts, with a filk-quilted fcull cap. The intenfe action of the fun, even in 
more moderate climates, 1 conceive to be injurious beyond the common attention 
of phyficians, efpecially to feverifh conftitutions ; and thai the evils arifing from 
it are oftentimes not traced to their real canfe. About nine, we tack thelicr in a 
wood, and pitched our tents, determining to travel only in the evenings or at nights. 
The 7th, we travelled five leagues: on the road we met feveral peafants returning 
home with rice, which the san had caufed to be diftributed among them ; and we 
underftood Jikewife they were excufed from taxes, which they couLp NoT pay. 
Early the next morning we ftruck our tents; the foldiers, contrary to their en- 
gagement, having left us in the night to take care. of ourfelves. y 


As we approached towards amuL, the country appeated ftill more pleafant : 
this city is fituated in a plain at the foot of that part of mount TauRus, where 
the persians fay ALEXANDER encamped, and’ refrefhed his army : it is watered 
by a river, over which there is a fumptuous bridge of twelve arches. They have a 
tradition that if. any governor or comnrander pafs over it on horieback, he will 
foon be deprived of his office, if not of his life; and that whoever would not be 
purfued by ill fortune, ought to walk over it: this however is certain, that al- 
though the ftream is rapid, and the water foul, the prrstans generally ford it: and 
as I did not chufe to be regarded as a perfon excluded from the ccmmon bounties : 
of heaven, I thought proper to comply fo far as to lead my horfe, and walk over 
the bridge. Here we found the: ruins of an old fortrefs, which had been very. 
ftrong and regular, beyond any I faw in persia : the walls were of brick, and. 
of great thicknefs ; they fay it has been repaired every two hundred years fince . 
the time of the original foundation, faid to be four thoufand years ago; but 
this unluckily happens to be before the deluge, according to our accounts. Ie is 
certain however, that this is one of the cities of the anticnt PERSIANS, and much 
efteemed for its fituation by the fovereigns of this country. Here is a palace built 
with ftone, which the famous sHaW aBas often made his refidence: it has two 
{tories which command a pleafant profpeét, and is well contrived for coolnels and 
conveniency. ‘The garden is remarkable for the fize and height of its cyprus-trees, 


In this city I met a writer in the fervice of MAHOMMED KHAN, who received 
me with great civility, and expreffed much concern that he was ignorant of my. 
circumftances, when I was in his company retiring before the rurkumans. He 
informed us, that sapoc aca, and his TaRTARS, when they came into this place, 
were not above an hundred and fifty in number, but as his mafter the KuAN had only 

-fixty Bghting men with him, they would certainly have attacked us, if the townfmen 
‘of amut had not magnified our ftrength, pretending that we had received a rein- 
_ forcement from sainvan, “ We were afraid,” faid he, not only of the TAR- 
pars, but of the inhabitants of the province, who were ripe for a revolt, Sapoc 
** aga demanded money and provifion of this city, and, to give a greater impref- 
“ fion of the force of the rebel-army, he required alfo no lefs than fifty thoufand 
“pair of horfe-fhoes. “As foon as the townfinen thought that ManoMMED KEAN 
« was marched out of danger, they affired sapoc aca they fhould make no 
difficulty in ferving him, provided he took MAHOMMED KHAN prifoner.” The 
rebels-accordingly purfued the kuan; but after a few days, news arriving 
‘sfrom KHORASAN ofthe defeat of MAHOMMED HASSAN, and the main body 
; Cc.2 * of 
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“s of the rebel army ; thefe people prepared to give saboc aGa a warm reception, 

« in cafe he fhould return this way. Several of his party took to the mountains, 

« bur fixty of them came here, of which half were rurkumans: many of thefe 
* fought very gallantly, twelve were killed on the {pot, and eighteen taken prifo- 

** ners, and put to death. The thirty kuayars furrendered-themfelves, and having 
« been deprived of their fight by order of the sian, are now in this city.” 


‘ 
“ 


Tue fecretary, having given me this information concerning the fate of thofe 
rafh men, invited me to hear his mufic, of which one inftrument refembled a Aute, 
another a kettle-drum, a third a guitar; an old man and two boys at the fame 
time fung and danced. It miuft-be ‘noted, that neither of thefe accomplifhments 
are taught, except to perfons who hire-themfelves for this purpofé ; in others they 
are confidered as mean and ignoble: Here ¥ obferved the fame kind of move- 
ments as in PorTuGAL, and it is probable that the porrucuEZE brought thefe 
dances from this country, as before the conqueft of onmus they had an intimate 
connexion with the persrans. The boys meved their heads, legs, and arms at 
the fame time, in a very extravagant manner: the writer however acknowledged 
the entertainment was not the moft perfect of its-kind: he then fent for a prieft, 
remarkable as a good finger; this man -raif@j;bis. voice to a degree of amazement, 
his quavers were mixed with a very harfh guttural, and:the diftortions of his vifage 
‘fuch, as rather created horror than délight ; nor was their -inftrumental -aiufic leis 
ungrateful to my ear, 


Tur people of amut, as in many other parts of this coaft, begin in may to re- 
tive into the neighbouring mountains, where they live in tents, and enjoy cool 
breezes, delightful fhades, plenty of fruits, the moft delicious water, with an ex- 
tenfive profpect of a fine country below’ them. Near this place are mines well 
fursifhed with iron oar, where the snau had his chief foundery for his cannon, 
ball, and bomb-fhel!s, as alfo forges for horfe-fhoes : and.fuppofing the PERSIAN 
marine would fucceed, they intended alfo to make anchors. - “They have ‘plenty of 
rice’ and wheat, and alfo printed cottons, in. which articles they trade with the neigh- 
bouring’ provinces. i 3 * ek sian ee tee 8 


Tue gth, in the evening, we left amuz, and travelled through a delightful 
country till two in the morning, when, after refting ourfelves in tents,- we departed 
for BALFRUSH, the capital of.the province. My firft enquiry was .concerning the 
conduét of the rebels when ‘I left thesplace in february laft, and I received the fol- 
lowing account. The townfmen, apprehenfive of the cruelty of the ruRKUMANS, 
or little concerned about their loyalty to wapDIR sHany, fubmitted very quietly to 
‘sapoc aca. When he went in purfuit of MaHoMMED KHAN, ‘he appointed 
ISMAEL BEG, a perfon of fome diftinétion, as their governor, but without leaving 
him any forces. Upon the news of the defeat of the rebels, their governor was 
feized, and holes being cut in his flefh, they fet ‘lighted candles into them.; in this 
barbarous manner they led him about the -market-place naked, till -with lofs. of 
blood he expired. 


Ir we confider a people univerfally alienated from their fovereign, and yet exer- 
cifing fuch horrid cruelties for what they efteemed no crime; it can be reconciled 
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only by habit, and a cuftom of infenfibility, joined to the terrors of this tyrant’s 
power, which thus conjured up fo many millions of diabolical {pirits to torment 
and deftroy each other. 


Tue rith, I viGited MAROMMED KHAN, whofe houfe was a few miles from the 
city, in a delightful fituation. There was nothing grand about it; but the 
adjacent woods and rivulets gave it an air of. fimplicity, and afforded more plea- 
fure than the moft fur:ptuous palace, where we fee only finithed ftrokes of art. In 
the area before his houfe ‘were drawn up under arms one hundred and fifty men, 
in two double lines. I alighted, according to cuftom, fome yards diftance from 
the houfe, and bowing with my hand on my breaft, advanced towards him: the 
KHAN was feated in his arvan, and received me with great exprcffions of kind- 
nefs: as a more convincing pracf of his regard, he releafed a man who was tled, 
and condemned to be beaten; telling me that he did it for my fake, and to do me 
honor. [ made bim a prefent.of fome fine cloth and a cafe of choice drameg, 
of. which this irreligious: MAHOMMEDAN was immoderately fond. “He told me I 
mut be his guoft, with many affurances thac a proper and fufficient guard fhould 
be provided to attend us to asrrazap; which province he faid was entirely ruined 
by the rebellion, and the fatal confequences of it; defiring for my own fake, that 
Twould make as thert a ftay m that city as poffible. He obferved further, that 
Bensup KHAN the king’s general, was a very worthy man, but loved prefents ; 
and that this general, as well as the others at asTRaBAD, were ordéred by the king 
on an expedition to BALKHAN. 


As I had confented to take up my lodeings with him that night, he ordered poul- 
try and fheep to be killed, meaning to fhew me fo much favor, as to wipe off tle 
ftains his repttation had fuffered by his ill treatment of me before; for he now 
pretended. that he was then entirely ignorant of my condition, or he had certainly 
provided me with a fufficient number of horfes, and all things neceffary for my 
journey. At dinner we had very little converfation; for it is not the cuftom cf 
the PERSIANS, on that occafion, to talk much ; nor did the ignorance of the KHAN 
admit of his making many pertinent enquiries. As he was defirous to do me plea- 
fure, he fent for his dancers and mufic, with which I was tormented the whole even- 
ing, my nerves‘being too weak to bear fo much noife as was made by eight in- 
ftruments and: three fingers: and here it may be worth obferving, that though an 
EUROPEAN ear Cannot be reconciled to their take in mufic, yet ours is agreeable to 
them. When they had performed their bufinefs, the’ dancing-men prefented me an 
orange, which -was a civil way of demanding payment for their. trouble. After 
dinner the KHAN invited me to drink brandy with him ; upon my refufal he expref= 
fed great furprize, that I being an europgaw and a curistian, did not delight 
in fpirituous liquors. As foon as I retired, he and his companions could not refift 
making trial of the ftrong waters I had prefented him: their ufual way is for each 
perfon to fet a plate of fweet-meats before him, and drink their liquor in.tea cups 
aill they are drunk, which is generally effected in a very fhort time. 


Tue next morning we vifited the monument of the xHAn’s favorite wife, whe 
had been lately buried in a wood near his houfe. There was an epitaph, not. 
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differing much from the EUROPEAN manner : the author, according to the com- 
mon fenle of mankind, counsed life to a flower that biofiums in the fpring, and: 
in the fummer appears in the full luftre of its beauty; bur in autumn begins to 
wither and decline ; and, when winter. comes’ on, every gutt of wind blows it to 
.the ground, where it lays and rots... 

‘Berors I took my leave of the khan, I defired he would tellme definitively 
what number of men he would give me for a guard 3 ‘he replied, as many ‘as I 
pleafed : but I fon found, that five men muft be the number as far as KoLDBAWD, 
trom’ whence only, he faid, there was any danger; and that there I might obraia 
any number of foldiers, 
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The author's journey through Mazanperan. A fhort defcription of SHAW axas’s' 
caufeway, and of the anticnt temple of the worpoippérs of fires as alfo of the famous 
palace of ASHREFF. Pyramids of human beads at the entrance of ASTRABAD. 


: i the rth of may, I difpatched a courier to Mr. ELTON, to inform him de 
O*% ‘what had paffed in relation to the king’s bufinefs, and the intended expedition 
to BALKHAN, for which captain woopRooreE was gequired to be the leading thip: 
by the fame courier I informed him .concerning the-buffaloes, which he required to: 
be fent from asre apap to draw timber: T'was informed that thefe animals are yer’ 
ftronger than oxen; but if provoked, are dangerous and intraéable: they are 
very ha in their conftitution, and delight much i in water and marfhy g grounds. 


Lagavine BALFRuSH, we travelled three leagues through a delightful country to: 
ALLEABAD, where is a palace of mean appearance, but pleafantly fituated, The 
moft important and ufeful monument of antiquity in this country is the caufeway 
, built by san apas the Great, about the begianing of the Jatt century, which 
runs from KesKkar, in the fouth-weft corner of the caspian, by asrRaBap in. 
the fouth-eaft corner, and feveral leagues yet farther, being in all near three hun- 
dred exorist miles. During this period it has hardly been ever repaired ; it mult 
be obferved however, that few or no wheel-carriages are in uf in this country, fo’ 
that the pavement is yet preferved in many places very perfect: in fome parts it 
ais above twenty yards broad, being raifed in the middle with ditches on @ach fide ; 
there are many bridges upon it, under which water is conveyed to the rice-fields ; 
bur thefe are made level, and do not interrupt the profpect. From aLtzapap to 

-:sari there are fome perfpectives from fouth-weft to north-caft, for above a league 
together, bordered on each fide by a thick wood, whofe luxuriant branches ‘afford 
a delightful fhelter to travellers. There are alfo many avenues into meadows and 
rice- fields, which variegate the profpect, and delight the imagination, 


Tue 
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“Tue inhabitants at sari were in a very miferable condition, complaining loud- 
ly of the king, and no lefs of sapoc aca, and his ruRKUMAN TARTARS, who 
had béen with them for fome days, on the occafion of their. incurfion into ma- 
-ZaNpeERaNn. Here we learnt, that four thoufand men from the king’s camp were 
arrived at HAZAR-JAREB, and that a body of forces, levied in this province, 
were ordered to take poffeffion of all the avenues,.to prevent the inhabitants from 
running away: thus the conditicn of the people being rendered more defperate, 
thofe who had appeared in arms againft the king were become the more dangerous . 
to travellers. ; 


Sart was built by the antient persrans; there are yet four temples of the 
Gzeres, or worfhippers of fire, .who formerly inhabited all this coaft: it feemed 
inconfiltent, that the rersians fuffered thele temples to remain unmoletted, after-_ 
the abolition of a religion, which they now efteem grofsly idolatrous : bur they are 
made of the moft durable materials. © Thefe edifices are rotundas, of about thirty 
“feet diameter, raifed in height to a point near one hundred and twenty feet.- Of 
the religion of thefe people, I fhall have occafion to fay more, when. 1 come to. 
fpeak of the everlafting fire at BaKu. ; 


‘Tue 14th, we continued our rout through a moft delightful country to asHREFF ! 
here the caufe-way was much decayed. Suan apas delighted greatly in the: 
fouthern coait of the caspian, and particularly in MazanDERan 3 he built a lodge: 
every two leagues for his refrefhment in travelling ; many of thefe buildings were-’ 
yet habitable. -The cuftom of the persrans forbids any fubjects to fic in the- 
palaces of their kings, whether they are abfent, or not ; but this ceremony by no means. 
‘fuited us who were fatigued. _ From one of thefe buildings we had a fair view of 
the .great mountain D—EMoaN, on which “the peRsrans fay the ark refted, whilft- 
the: ar MENIANS afcribe this honour to mount aRaRAT, which is alfo vifiblein clear 

’ weather on the weftern coaft of the caspian, if what was fhewn me as fuch, is. 
the real ararat, becaufe the diftance feems to be rather.too great, e 





.. Iw the afternoon we arrived at asurerr, ‘where with difficulty we obtained lodg- 
ings; my ARMENIAN fervants attempted to beat the peafants, and compel them. 
to procure quarters, though they had no better authority for it, than what was. 
derived’ from their being armed. The pzrsrans have been now fo long accuitomed, 
‘to this’ kind of feverity, that I hardly obferved a fingle inftance of that private: 
refentment and revenge fo common amongtt chriitians, particularly in the fouth. 
‘of EUROPE. 


In this place is a celebrated palace built by suau aras, far exceeding any on the: 
whole coaft of the caspian fea. Over the gate which forms the entrance, dre- 
the arms of persia, being a lion with the fun rifing bebind ir, alluding to the 
flréngth and glory of the perstan monarchy. Within this. gate is a long avenue,. 
“on each fide of which are thirty apartments intended for a royal-euard: the next: 
gate in front opens into’a garden, in the middle of which is a channel made «witht, 
ftone, about three feet wide, and one deep : “in this channel runs-a ftream of water, 
whisli 
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which has four falls of about an ell high, thirty yards diftance from each other, 
each having a fmall bafon and fountain: thefe falls muft have a fine effect, for on 
the fide near the ftream, holes are cut to fix candles at equal diftances, to the num- 
ber of about a thoufand: at the head of thefe is alarge ftone bafon, about fix feet 
deep. In the building there is near this bafon a fumptuous arvan, painted with 
gold flowers on a blue ground, very well executed : here are alfo feveral portraits, 
which feem to have been done by a HOLLANDER, bur no'mafterly hand. On the - 
fides of the a1vaw are feveral {mall apartments, and behind this building are three 
other falls of water, which pour down from the fide of a fteep mountain covered 
with wood, 


T'nz garden confifts chiefty in walks, bordered with very large pines, orange, 
and other fruit-trees difperfed in beds, with ftreams of water running between them. 
From thence we were carried into another garden much in the fame tafte, in which 
food the HARRAM: there was no body in it; yet being the womens apartment, it 
was confidered as facred, and we were not permitted to go into it. Before it is a 
large bafon of water, and a fquare with marble benches at each corner; a fyeamour 
of prodigious fizé in the center, fhaded. the whole with its extended branches: 
here were alfo cafcades in the fame manner as related in the other garden. From 
thence we were conduéted to a banqueting-houfe, which was dedicated to a grand- 
fon of att; out of refpet to this place we were required to leave our {words 
at the door. The folemnity with which we were conducted, ftruck “me with 
akind of religious awe; but this was foon changed into contempt; for I was 
furprized to find the room adorned with paintings, fuch as could pleafe only 
a voluptuous MAHOMMEDAN. Here were alfo portraits of sHan azas the 
firft and fecond, and of fome other perfons, all by an EUROPEAN hand, but 
meanly performed. Jt had no furniture but rich carpets, which were: then piled 
into great heaps. 


We were now thewn a fourth houfe and garden, in which was the fpring that 
gave water to the greateft part of the whole: in this was:.a ftately dome, whofe 
top was indifferently well painted, and. the-walls were covered ‘with putca tiles as 
high as the gallery. At fome diftance from this, on an eminence, is a {mall building, 
which feemed to be intended for an obfervatory. The whole commands a view 
of a very fine country, the caspian fea being about five miles diftance: the vici- 
nity of the mountains on the back of this palace, the numerous cafcades, and the - 
amuic of the birds, gave me many pleafing ideas: but the unhappy fituation of the 
people flill returned to my thoughts, and blunted the edge- of that pleafure which 
1 might have otherwife enjoyed. 


Tue rsth, we left asureFF, and travelled four leagues to KOLEBAWD ; through 
this village runs a ftream of water, which parts the provinces of MAZANDERAN 
and AstRaBAD. Upon the road we met a courier with a letter from HAHDGEE 
MYRZA MAHOMMED, to acquaint me that his eftate had been feized upon, his fons 
obliged to fly, himfelf imprifoned, and in great danger of being put to death : he 
therefore befought I would haften my journey, and ufe my intereft to fave his life. 
MAHOMMED KEAN had affured me, that in this village I might procure a guard 

; to 
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to asTRABAD of any number of men; but, according to the ordinary uncertainty 
of fuch affurances in persta, no guard at all could be found; for the peafants, 
not liking their fituation, had deferted the village: what added to this difappoint- 
ment was, that befides the robbers which were in the adjacent mountains, the 
ocuRTJoy pirates had made a defcent at this place.a few days before, and mur- . 
dered feveral people, after plundering their houfes,-. We were fourteen in number, 
well armed, and determined to defend ourfelves : the houfe in which we took up 
our lodging had been plundered by the ruRKUMANS and KHAJARS during the late 
rebellion, but, upon the reverfe of their fortune, the owner had received his own 
goods again, with the charge of other effects. ; 


’ Havine fpent the night with a watchful uneafinefs, the next day we went for- 
wards for asTRABAD, paffing by feveral detachments of armed villagers, who had 
thrown up an intrenchment fortified with palifadoes ; they were ordered to examine 
peflengers, and keep the road free. As we approached to asTRABAD, we met 
feveral armed horfemen carrying home the peafants whofe eyes had been-put out, 
the blood yet running down their faces. Near the entrance of the city on each 
fide was a pyramid built of ftone whitened over, and made full of nitches ; thefe 
pyramids were about fixteen or twenty feet diameter at the bafis, rifing gradually - 
into a point to near forty feet ; at the top of each was a fingle head. This being 
towards the clofe of the execution, the greateft part of the nitches were filled with | 
human heads, of which feveral had beards, and being fet a little projeCting, added. 
to the horor of this object. Ihad been fourteen days on my journey from Lan 
caroop, and found the neareft computation of the diftance to be about. two hun- 
dred and fifty EnciisH miles, 
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and had the command of that detachment which was fent into MaZANDERAN. Fie 
had alfo a principal fhare in taking my caravan of cloth, and infulting me by his 
ie(ls. Emre KHAN his father was in fuch great favor with the king, that the fon 
might have been pardoned for his fake; but EMIR KHAN, fearing his interpofition 
might involve himfelf in part of his fon’s difgrace, declared to the sHau, chat if 
sapoc aca had been really his fon, it was not poffible he fhould have rebelled °. 
‘This young man was taken prifoner in MAZANDERAN, and brought before the go- 
vernor of that province, who bid him ‘* be patient, and confider his condition as a 
« pidure of the world, fometimes to ride, and fometimes to carry the faddle,”” 
alluding to a ftory of one of their prophets, whofe horle died under him, Sapoc 
aca being fent prifoner to ASTRABAD, had his beard cut off, his face was rub- 
bed with dirt, and his eyes were cut out. He was a youth of more than common 
vivacity, and when I faw him laft, was richly dreffed, well armed, and full of 
mirth, Alas! the {cene was now changed, his garb was mean, and his eyes de- 
prived of their light: he drooped his head, and his voice was changed. The ge- 
neral afked him concerning my goods, and told him he muft pay for them: to 
which he anfwered,.**°All that I know of his merchandize is, that they were taken 
by MAHOMMED HASSAN, and by hit diftributed to his people. Would to cop 
that MAHOMMED HASSAN, and his ‘whole thoufé, had been buried deep in the 
* earth ere I had heard of his name. And How can I‘pay for the goods? I have 
¢ nothing left but this mean garb which you fee upon my batk:s: indeed this is 
«: fufficient ; you have already deprived me of my fight, and of what uft‘is life to 
«* me?? This he exprefféd in pathetic terms, and with that emotion which is na- 
tural to a daring fpirit, though in the deepeft diftrefs; but upon his faying thefe 
words, the general ordered him to be ftruck a-crofs the mouth to filence him ; 
which was done with fuch violence, that the blood iffued forth. 


Sapoc aca being removed, HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED was brought, with 
a collar and log, in the manner already related of the other prifoners. I might now 
have faid, How wise you are! as he told me when I faw him laft; but there ne- 
ver canbe a proper time to infult the wretched. Perhaps, in ftrict juftice, I ought 
not to have put any glufs upon this man’s perfidious conduét : but in mercy, which 
feemed to be moft wanted there, I’ was filent, and took my leave abruptly, having 
my heart too full to fuffer this fort of entertainment. 


From thence I went to MAMOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, to whontI alfo made a pre- 
fent; this perfon has been already mentioned as father of him who was the governor 
of ASTRABAD at the time of the rebellion. “The xitan chad been charged with the 
murder of sHaH T&HMas, and probably was glad to perpetrate this crime, fearing 
this prince’s reftoration, in cafe NADIR had died in his expedition to rvpra: this 
old man was however in the greateft confidence with the king, and honoured with 
the pompous title of, ‘* the high and mighty minifter of minifters, partner of a 
** kingdom, and nearelt to the throne; MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, lord of lords 
‘ of ASTRABAD.” He received me with great politenefs, affuring me in the ftrongeft 

terms, 


a This is a common-place compliment to oriental tyrants, and has been often proftituted to the dif- 
grace of humanity, 
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terms, that he would not leave the place till my bufinef§ was done agteeable to 
the sHAn’s orders: “* The king, added he, ‘ has fhewn great favor and kindnefs 
‘¢ (0 GEMAL BEG and you: you are the king’s guefts, and therefore ought to be 
*« mine: and you are now to confider Brasup KHAN and myfelf as friends, 1 
am charged with a particular commiffion for the king to fee the rebels punithed : 
I muft do that for which I know I fhall be damned; fo the king will have ic. I 
“« know the people here hate me, and have fhewn the height of their refentment ; 
«* but I am amazed they were deaf to the entreaties of NasEER AGA, a man with- 
*¢ out guile, who could have no intention but to preferve them. How ftrange it is 
that a king, whom all the princes of the earth revere, fhould not be obeyed by 
s¢ his own people! what could thefe rebels be fo mad to think? But whatever they 
“* thought, how could they anfwer plundering you? Well! to-morrow is a day of 
blood, and I will make them pay you, though I pull the money out of their 
throats.” ; 


* 


« 
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My fituation was not fo unhappy as to induce me thank him for his bloody in- 
tentions ; for though thefe unhappy men had been rafh to a degree of madnefs, and 
had a¢ted as if they meant to devote themfelves to ruin; yet to oppofe fuch exe- 
crable tyranny wanted only more force and wifdom to ftamp their ation with a 
mark of glory. Nor could I behold without horror a man, whom a blind obedi- 
ence to his prince, could induce to fhake hands with everlafting perdition ; or fo 
I underftood the extraordinary declaration he had made. It is not improbable but 
the great fhare he had in murdering sHan TaHMas, the latt of their-lawful kings, 
might now come frefh into his memory, and help to draw from him this confeffion. 
Itold the knan, that I apprehended great part of the money which ought to be 
paid to me, was already recovered; he acknowledged that it was, but had been 
appropriated to the king’s ufe ; adding, that I fhould foon be paid: upon which 
I took my leave of him. 


I covtn not help reflecting on thefe unhappy men, who fuffered the deprivation 
of their fight : although this muft be confefled a great calamity, according to the 
common fenfe of mankind; yet we find fome inftances of men*, whole internal 
fight has been exalted by it much beyond what they might have otherwife enjoyed. - 
The prrsrans fubmit patiently to the difpenfation of providence in this inftance : 
few of them are inftruéted in the arts of. contemplative life, and yet they feem to 
arrive at a certain tranquility, as it were by cuftom and.natural difpofition. It is 
probable that blind men are the more fincerely reconciled to the thoughts of death, 
and have jo far an advantage: the darknefs in which they are involved, may 
make them long to break the chains of mortality, and bring them to the fight of 
the intellectual world. The persians regard blind. men as- dead, apprehending no 
mifchief from them; for when they are incapable of aCtigg, in perfon, they think 
their counfel cannot be of great confequence. 


I wap now a favorable opportunity of enquiring into the more fecret caufes of 
this rebellion, befides the obvious motives of robbing the king’s treafure, and my 
caravan; and alfo in what manner they conduéted themfelves after I left them. 

: Fatry 
2 Homer, MILTON, Lucas, and others, 
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FaTEy ALI KHAN, the father of MAHOMMED HASSAN 4, I have obferved, had fome 
years before been putto death by Nap1R, as I fhall more particularly relate in the 
hiflory of this great ufurper. This created a ftrong jealoufy in MAHOMMED 
~wassan, that the late governor of asrrapaD? meant to deftroy him alfo: for he- 
knew the governor was entirely in the king’s interefts and this increafed his fear: 
Sapoc AGA, and MAHOMMED KHAN BEG, who were but-a remove from boys, 
pleafed with the hopes of a little plunder, and puffed up with military pride, fell” 
into the fame opinicn; befides this, MAHOMMED HASSAN had been in. corre- 
fpondence with the pretender RADE, whom the TURKS efpoufed, and in whofe 
behalf he had lately appeared in arms in snirvan, at the head of a body of 
’ Efeen thoufand perstans and Lescess, and cut out great work for the king’s 
forces, Thole rebel-troops had been entirely defeated fome months before, which, 
had there been the leaft wifdom among the con{pirators at ASTRABAD, mutt have 
_ prevented MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, and his followers, from appearing in arms. 
‘Weak and unexperienced as this young man was, to engage in fo daring an enter- 
prize, he flattered himfelf into a belief that what. he withed would . happen, 
though he did not difcern by what means: he knew indeed that the king had no 
forces in MAZANDERAN Nor GHILAN, and but a {mall body in the parts of kHoRA- 
SAN fear ASTRABAD. * Thus circumftanced he bribed into his alliance one thoufand 
tTuRKUMANS, all cavalry; and between force and perfuafion, he induced. two 
thoufand people of the province, and the adjacent mountains, who were moftly in- 
fantry, to fhare in his fortune. . The people of this province are called KHAJARS, 
and are fome of the remains of the antient BactRrians*, fo much diftinguifhed 
for their treachery, as well as courage, by antient hiftorians: they were not many 
years ago eight or ten thoufand in number ;. they have often ‘plundered great towns,. 


and feveral times repulfed the forces of the former kings, enriching themfelves: by. 
Spoil. 


‘Wuen the governor and NasEER aca fied, the evening before the rebels took the 
city, they went feveral days journey into KHORASAN, where they found BEHBUD ~ 
KHAN, with the command of one thoufand five hundred of the king’s beft cavalry 5 
but it was not till waszzr aca challenged the courage and loyalty of this Haw, 
that he confented to march againft a force, which he apprehended would be 
much fuperior to his own: and indeed a fingular providence ‘intervened, or this 
body of troops had met an entire defeat. When the armies were® near each other, 
one of the kHAsaR Officers, who had been forced into the rebel army, went fecretly 
to BEHBUD KHAN, and told him, if he would give quarter to him, and his compa- 
ny, he would bring them all over to the king’s party. This being accordingly pro- 
“mifed, the officer fecretly reprefented to his men the impofiibility of fupporting 
themfelves, magnifying the number of the king’s troops, which he pretended were 
marching upon their,gdar, as well as front. The two armies being come to an 
engagement a few days journey to the eaftward of asTRaBaD; at the firtt onfet 
the rebels killed fifty men of the king’s troops, and made the whole body give: 
2 way: 
‘@ The rebel chief. ® The fon of MAHOMMED. HUSSEIN KHAN above-mentioned, and a 
‘creature of NADIR. : ; : 


_ © Some include kHoR san, and other parts of independent TaRTARY, in the antient BacTaza, but 
it probably included the province of asTRaBaD. . 
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way: this advantage however was not followed, the rebels. being moftly infantry : 
. the kuayar officer above-mentioned, and his company, “turning the mufiels of their 
mufkets down, now rode over to the king’s troops ;. this gave duchy a thock. to the 
KHAJARS, not knowing whom to truft, that they. gave way in their turn: the 
TURKUMANS, who hitherto were only fpedtators, and perhaps never intended to act, 
except to plunder the camp of the vanquifhed, left the field... The purfuit, and 
laughter of the rebels enfued, and many of them fell. Manomagp HASSAN BEG, 
with about one hundred kHayars only, and a]moft every TURKUMA@N}eot fafe into” 
the deferts, where poverty, and want of water, fecured them from a purfuit; but 
made their condition amongft thofe barbarians hardly to be preferred toodeath. 
Befides thefe, about one hundred fled to SHIRAS, to join the rebels there, and -nedr 
the fame number went to BasyLon; but the BasHA of that place put collars of 
wood about their necks, and fent them to wapir’s camp mounted on affes. The 
king thanked the Baswa; but defired their-arms and harfes might alfo be reftored. 


Napir’s forces marched immediately to asTRABA D, where they brought the’ 
news of their own victory, and fecuring both the gates of the city, hemmed in 
feveral of the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion, amongft whom was the 

overnor’ BABA SADOC. The great humanity and regard, which I experienced 
rom this man, gave me the greater fenfibility ‘of his misfortune, when I heard that 
his eyes were cut out ; and after fome days of pain, he was beheaded, and quartered, 
and the parts of his body expofed in different places in the city, 
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‘ Tue number of men who had béen cut off, having made women very cheap, 
and the diftraction of the times, as I have obferved, preventing the diftinGtion of 
CHRISTIAN and MAHOMMEDAN, I could not reftrain my ARMENIAN fervants: in 
paft times fuch commerce in persta would have been attended with fatal confe- 
quences. A woman of no mean quality and beauty came to my houfe, imploring 
protection : I knew not by what authority I could make my houfe an afylum, other- 
wife than to permit her to remain with me, if fhe was not required to be delivered 
up; befides, as things were circumftanced, I could not engage to guard her. honor 
from any one, except mylelf; however, I gave a ftrict charge concerning her, 
that no law of hofpitality might be violated, though the lady fhould be indifferent 
upon this article, | “3 


Continuat demands being made on me for prefents of the fragments of cloth 
which had been delivered to me, I found no other expedient to preferve them, than . 
to pack them up, and fend them on board captain wooproore’s fhip,, The 28th, 
the two KHANS were in great debate, in confequence of which fifteen muLE AHS 
were fet at liberty, and the wives and concubines of the Kuayars, who had -nei- 
ther youth nor beauty to induce thefe chiefs to Keep them for themfélves, were: ; 
fent into KHoRASAN. The 2gth, the foragers came galloping into the city, with 
notice that the rurKuMans had defeated an advanced guard of one hundred and 
fifty men, and were marching towards the city, The general pensup KAHAN, with 
equal giddinefs and intrepidity mounted his horfe, and rode out of the city, as 
if he meant to repulfe them with his own hands ; his foldiers followed in a con- 
fufed and precipitate manner: and now I Jearnt that their ‘force, which they had: 
reprefented as three thoufand, by the detachments they had made, was reduced to 
eight hundred fighting men: the enemy foon retired, and the general and his 
troops returned. The next day both the kHANs, with all their forces, went to the 
banks of the KorGan, two leagues north-ealt of the city, where they had a parley 
with the TURKUMANS, intending to prevent any further hottilities, till they fhould: 
know the iffue of the embafly. : SP ict ss 

Tue impatience which I expreffed for the recovery of the money I was entitled’ 
to, produced a-difcovery that MaHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had flattered the general, 
into aconfent of appropriating the further fums which had been collected to: the 
ufe of the sHan’s general at HARAR-JERIB: indced the exigencies of the ftate 
greatly exceeded all the poffible collections which could be made. The 3d of: 
june, I found my health began to decline for want of exercife. My fituation was 
very difagreeable, for it was dangerous to go abroad even in the city, except when 
I vifited the KHANs : I complained to NASEER AGA of the trifling payments which 
had been hitherto made me obferving that the KHans had indeed dflured me I: 
faould be paid foon ::Sir, faid he, I will tell you a ftory; * A certain man dé 
‘* manded of his debtor the fum due to him ; the debtor affured him, that the next: 
*« day the money. fhould be paid. On the morrow the man returned: but, to hise 
“.ereat furprize, was informed that the debtor was gone abroad; however he 
“ went after him, and finding him feated in a crofs-way, began to cxpoftuilate, 
“and remind him of his. promife’ ‘Fhe debtor then fpoke in thefe terms: Sir, 
“* it is.my full intention-to pay you; and Iam feated here for that very purpof : 

© for 
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« fora large flock of fheep will pafs by here to-day; fome of their wool will 

«© certainly remain on thefe bufhes, F will pick ic wp, and carry it home to my 
“wife, who will drefs and prepare it; when that is done, I will make it into 
“© carpets, and as foon as I can fell them, I will difcharge my debt.” I was ex- 
tremely pleafed with the old man’s humour; but this ftory was too eafy to under- 
ftand, to afford me any other fatisfaction. I had already made confiderable pre-” 
fents, and purpofed to make more as foon as I apprehended they could produce 
any effect, but as yet it appeared to be in vain. 


MavoMMED HUSSEIN KHAN’ was bufy in the moft. iniquitous proceedings, en- 
deavouring to fuborn falfe’ witnefs to ‘condemn the colonel, who, in confequence 
of the letter he had written to the stan, was now going to the camp. Two of 
the elders of KOoRDIEMALLA, whofe lives MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had faved 
for the prefents they had made him, were now prevailed: on to offer their evidence 
to the general againft the colonel; and that their teftimony might be heard fa- 
vorably, they brought him prefents. ‘Fhe general ordered their gifts to be re- 
ceived, but faid to them, “* You are villains, and enemies to the sHaH, againft 
« whom, I know, you have appéaréd firarms, ‘although.you have been acquitted 5 
« how many murders have you been. the imtediate eccafion of ?? They pleaded 
their innocence ; but confefiéd that nine of their people RAP the-field of battle, 
and ine one had been executed. Their evidence being rejected, they were 
difmiffed. . 





CH AP. XEVIL 


Moral refleétions. The author refufesto comply with the demands of MAHOMMED 
HUSSEIN KHAN, He accompanies a caravan with money. Treachery of the rebels 


Nature of the PuRsian inky pafitts and-Jé@le.: 


So HU S were thefe infatuated people feeking to deftroy eacl other: thofe bad 
principles which conftituted them the inftruments of tyranny, preffed them 
under the weight of their own iniquities. The hiftory of the world will hardly 
furnifh an inftance of a nation plunged into fuch miferies as thefe, "rill their 
crimes had ripened them for vengeance. Prrsta, once the miftrefs of the eaftern 
world, the center of oriental learning, arts, and politenefs, the feat of many 
heroes and kings recorded in the moft antient and facred ftory ; and but as yefter- 
day confirmed in her conqueft, and antient boundaries, and enriched with the {poils 
of ivp1a, how low is fhe now fallen! into what: diftrefs is fhe not involved! But 


providence feems {till to preferve the monarchy, as if it were yet deftined for fome 
great end. : 


_ Perjury againft the life of an innocent perfon, feems to be one of the greateft 
impicties, for befides the crime of murder, under the fandtion of law; it wounds 
5 all 
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all law, human and divine, and roots up the foundation of fociety ; but, alas! crimes 
of this deep dye are not unfrequent in countries, where government is fupported on 
a very different plan; where reafon is improved; where learning flourifhes ; where 
the pureft religion is profefled; and yet where the laws are not fufficient to re- 
fain; fo that exampies only of moral and religious life can check the growth of 
immorality. ; 


Tue, 4th of june I waited on. the general, and reprefented to him the great 
inconveniency I fuffered, by being delayed, contrary to the king’s intentions, as 
was plainly exprefied in his decree, to which I referred him, Le then told me 
in yery fanguine terms, ** I have orders to leave this place, and march to artox 3 
‘* but I will not go till you are paid, though I fell my horfes, and mules, or 
** borrow money of my foldiers. I have lent thirty thoufand crowns to 
‘* MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, and he muft.engage:his credit alfo to {ee you paid.” 
The next day I went to MaHOMMeD. HUSSEIN KHAN, ..to importune him for my 
money, and found him.in company with the general ; the latter entreated me to 
give a receipt for it,.and in return MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN defired me to take 
his obligation, payable in twelve or fifteen days; {wearing by the king’s head *, 
that he would not fail me; alledging that the money which fhould have been paid 
fo me, was appropriated to the king’s fervice, and therefore I mutt be obliged to 
wait fome days longer. ‘ I cannot go from hence,” faid the general, ‘ without 
“* the receipts; the king will demand it of me, and if you will not give ic, I will 
‘* kill men till I get the money.” .I anfwered, « T hope no man will die on my 
“ account; but as I prefume, fir, that you know what belongs to your duty, give 
““ me leave to underftand mine alfo. I cannot anfwer to my own confcience, nor 
“* to the merchants my principals, to give a receipt for the money in queftion, in 
** exchange for any obligation whatfoever.” -So we parted abruptly. 


In the afternoon naszer Aca made mea vilit, and urged me in the warmeft 
terms to accept of MAHOMMED. HUSSEIN KHAN’S obligation ; that it was impoffible 
the kHan fhould mean any thing bit to pay ME; and moreover that I was in His 
Power to do with me as HE PhEAsED. To which Treplied : «I know that all things 
“* are in the power of cop. As to the reft, men who profefs trade, muft proceed 
“ according to the rules of trade: it is not regular. to give the receipt you defire ; 
“the KHAN may be affured that I have # due refpect for him, as I have for you 
* alfo; but if he was my own father I would aét in the fame manner, and if you, 
“‘ who are his meffénger, were an‘angel from heaven, how thould-I be perfuaded 
“* that what is evidently wrong, is right?” The.old man, who I believe thought 
T was in the right, looked ftedfaftly at me, and was filent. My interpreter was 
of opinion, that I did ill to refufe, and urged that 1 tnight obtain the recovery the 
fooner, otherwife the Kuan, induced by refeatment, would probably delay 
payment the “longer; but | had’ no dependence on the honor of any of them; 
and indeed what confidence can we have in men, whom the thought of damina- 
tion cannot intimidate, and who are every day perpetrating the moft flagitious 
wickednefg ? ; 

: “On - 


4 This is the moft facred of oaths among the PERSIANS, 
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Ow the 6th, eight men were executed, and fome elders of the town, upon their 
refufal to pay ten thoufand crowns which were levied on them, were imprifoned : 
at the fame time eight thoufand crowns were demanded of the adjacent villagers. 
This being an untucKy pay, the general did not depart, as he intended. On 
the next, the kHans finding they could make no impreffion on me, feemed to be 
reconciled to my refufal of giving my receipt in exchange for an obligation, I 
ever found it the beft way in persia, as it generally is in moft other countries, te 
oppofe with decency and refolution meafures which have nothing to fupport them 
but military law. 


Ow the roth, I was vifited by a perfon defcended from one of the persran pro- 
phets, whofe father-had been much honored by the sHaH, and permitted to fit in 
his prefence. He had alfo enjoyed a confiderable eftate, which the fon now inherit- 
ed; but he declared, that it gave him fo great trouble, and fo little profit, that 
he had petitioned the sau to take it from him. In the evening I vifited Manom- 
MED HUSSEIN KHAN, to acquaint him, that I intended to go to KOURDIEMALLA, 
and convoy the money which I had received, on board-captain wooproors, in 
order to fend-it to-ontzawn for the purchafe of raw filk; but for this purpofe he 
mutt. give me a company of at leafk.swenty: foldiers. To which he confented, and 
at the fame time, without any referve, {poke!’ta: thiszeffedt, “ The suan is at 
*¢ ‘ravers, from whence he has fent me orders.to fupply-him with three thoufand 
** head of cattle; to pay you thirty thoufand crowns, and alfo- fifty choufand 
crowns to his general at HAJAR-JERIB; to whom I am alfo to fend two hundred 
* horfes; all which, except the paymentof your money, are THINGS IMPOSSIBLE. 
©] am alfo ordered to kill aut the perfons concerned in the rebellion; if 1 do 
*¢ that, I muft kill au the inhabitants of the province; for even the men whom 
«¢ T have made foldiers, and trufted as an advanced guard againft the rurKuMaNs, 
‘s have had their fhare in it.” He then afked my interpreter, if he could read and 
write PERsIc, and being anfwered in the affirmative, he faid, “ then you under- 
“* ftand the excellency of our religion. beyond your own.” The interpréter an- 
fwered,. that he had -yet. found his own:.mof conformable to-truth;-as it appeared 
to him. EE Met cos La: we a 

On the rrth, I went to kourpIEMALLA, ‘tinder a guard of five horfe and ten foot- 
foldiers, taking with me feven bales of cloth, and nine bags of money, with 
other things to the value of eleven thoufand crowns; obferving the precaution, 
not to let any body know at what hour I intended to go out of the town, till I 
actually went. 1 know not, whether it was by accident, or defign; but my guard 
difappeared, and left us in a thick wood, three ENGLIsH miles from the place of 
embarkation ; however, we got fafely on board with the meney, after-a day’s jour- 
ney, extremely fatigued with exceffive heat. 


an 





gk wake f iets 


wes 





Tut satxuan expedition, for which captain woopRoore, wai waiting, being 
yet undetermined; MANOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had permitted me to fend the fhip 
to GaiLan, on condition that he fhould return immediately to asTRaBab-bay. 
Having dijpatched wooproore, I went on fhore the next day, but could not hear 
any news of my guard; I therefore returned to asrrasap with my own fervants. 
This day MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN publifhed an order, that all perfons who had 


5 . fhops, 
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‘thops, fhould return to them, and follow their bufinef&S; otherwife he would put 
them to death, and fet their heads in his pyramid. wo 


Ir was remarkable, that although the rebels of Hazar-jer1B*, had, after their 
fubmiffion, treacheroufly killed the king’s general, and about feventy of his men ; 
yet they were not chaftifed wich half the -feveriry as the inhabitants of asTRaBap ; 
which I imputed to the little: mercy of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN. He now de- 
fired, that I would fend one of ‘my people to be always prefent to receive money 
as it came in, alledging, that if any urgent demand was made on him from other 
quarters, he muft be obliged to comply with it: at the dame time he reproached his 
4on tne governor, that neither money nor provender for the king’s ufe was brought 
in faft enough. 


Caprain wooproors, who.awed the pirates whilft he lay ia'astR ABAD road, 
no fooner left it on the 13th, but feverat asmed boats of the oaurryoys went on 
fhore at KOLEBAWD, killed: feveral men, and carried off their women and horfes. 
On the. 16ths -being heartily tired of waiting, I went to the KHAN, to inform him 
that I would not ftay in the city above fifteen days longer; in which time, if he did 
not pay me the money, I fhould be obliged to make further applications to the king. 
He affured me, that in lefs than ten days it fhould be ready: adding, that emir 
KHAN was returning from TuRKUMaNiA.With fome of the rebel-chie $s, who were 
going to the camp.to make their fubmiffionss.on the affurance that the king would 
do them no harm, and-that all was going weil, ae 


Tue 22d, I received a letter from ALT KOULI KHAN », the king’s nephew, and 
governor of mescuep, in anfwer to one I wrote to him, with regard to the pay- 
ment for the piffols, and other curiofities, which Mr. exron had provided for him 
by exprefs-commiffion. :But,. without any fenfe of Honor or GRATITUDE, this 
MIGHTY PRINCE Objected to the things :-alledging, that they were Too coop for 
him, and returned them on Mr, exton’s hands, though they were utterly unvend- 
able, The foot-courier, whom I fent to mEscHED, poor and defpicable as he was, 
did not eicape without being robbed. This letter gave me an occafion of obferv- 
ing the nature of their writing and. paper, 


Tue Persians make their paper of-cotton and filk-rags, and after it is manu- 
factured they fet a glofs upon it with a fmeoth ftone or fhell; ‘it. is therefore foft 
and {mooth, and as it is very liable to be torn or . broken, they always roll it up. 
‘Their letters of correfpondence are wrote on fmall flips of paper, generally in few 
words, and with great exactnefs ; no interlineations or blots being ever fuffered to 
appear ; they are then made up in a roll, about-.fix inches long, and a bit of 
paper is faftened round it with gum, and fealed with an impreffion of ink, which 
relembles our printers ink, but not fo thick. It is compofed of a mixture of galls, 
burnt rice, and gums, and anfwers the double purpofe of ink and wax ; as it ferves not 
oaly for writing, but for fubferibing with their feal ; indeed many of the Persians 
in high offices could nor write.. Their charaters are rather drawn than wriéten : 

the 
* A diftrié in the neighbouring mountains, ® The fame who was afterwards king, . 
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they ufe pens made of reeds brought from the fouthern_ parts of persta. In theif 
rings they wear agats, which generally ferve for 4 feal, on which is frequently en- 
graved their name, and fome verfe from the KHORAN. , 


SSC 
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Pensraw pride with regard to rank. News concerning the unciisu fleet. The author 
leaves ASTRABAD, 4nd is in danger from the oGURTJOY pirates. Mr, ELTON em- 
barks at mescHEDEzZAR., Manner of perstan funerals. The melancholy circum- 
flances of the EUROPEANS if GHILAN, Intrigues of the Russian conful. 


FAH E  23d, Sanu KHAN, @ general and relation: of the king, arrived in 
‘AsTRABAD with a body of cingended for BALKHAN ; I went to pay my 
compliments to him in the palace-whert che ‘bad taken“up: his quarters: my vifit 
was very fhort, for I obferved that he had neither ferfer == == comparable to 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, who was much diftinguithed for bot. : 


Tue next day in a vifit T made this kan, his fon the governor arofe haftily 
from his feat, and retired : I-foon underftood. from my interpreter, that T had 
ignorantly affronted him, by going higher up the room than he was feated, though 
T was on the oppofite fide. I could hardly avoid laughing at fo ridiculous a cere- 
mony, efpecially as I was his gueft ; but whether it was at his option, his father 
being prefent, to go as high up the room as he pleafed, it feemed as little confiftent 
with my own health as common regard to my own dignity, to fit near the door. 
The Persians treat their fuperiors in rank-in the moft ‘awful manrer, hardly hav- 
ing any voice, or opinion, or thinking. themfelves obliged while-in their prefence, 
to atts of civility, even inotheir houfes. This is one fpecimeén of the GENUINE 
GRrowTH of arbitrary powersanda defpotic invafion of the-common SENSE, as well 
as the COMMON LIBERTY of mankind, to which the more a foreigner fubmits, the 
meaner the Persians will think of him, 


- Tue 27th, MAHOMMED HUSSEIN RHAN gave‘directions for the execution of one 
HAHDGEE MAHOMMED*, alfo an elder of xOoRDIgMAELA, and ordered his body 
to be thrown into the river korcawn. This -being“a‘perfon of diftinétion who had 
many women; they went about the woods near the river, beating their breafts, “in 
dreadful lamentations, curfing the author of his death, and calling for divine'ven- 
geance on the head of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN; nor did they {pare NASEER AGA. 


Tuts day captain wooDROOFE arrived in thirty fix-hours from LANGAROOD, 
though he had been ten days in his voyage thither. He brought us news, that the 
ENGLISH fleet in the MEDITERRANEAN had obtained a COMPLETE VICTORY hear 

7 TOULON, 
* Not uvaza maxomep who had been pardoned. 
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TOULON, over the united fquadrons of Francs and spain. Alas! I mutt ftife the 
expreffion of what I then felts for to the INDELIBLE REPROACH of the NAME of 
ENGLISH CONDUCT AND BRAVERY, it was but little more than a dream ; and only 
exhibited a fad inftance of a very capital miftake, in not diftinguifhing. the genius 
and temper of men, to whom a command is given: and hat pride and malice may 
exilt in other breafts, befides thofe of PERSIANS, to make a {port of national honor 
and juftice. Nothing created more amazement abroad than the conduct of that 
affair, except the nature of the punifhment for the offence. 


THoucn the intended expedition to narkuan remained in fufpence ; the king 

_ having ordered Mr. ev-ron'to take the command of all the fhips ; he was obliged 

to come to MESCHEDEZAR, where he fell dangeroufly ill. I was very much out of 

order myfelf: but, on receipt of an exprefs from him, intreating me, in the 

itrongeft terms, to come to him immediately, I refolved to wait no longer in 
ASTRABAD. 


1 

Tne 2gth, I took my‘leave of the governor MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, who, I 
fuppofe, was-wife enough to forget the innocent offence I had occafioned, Elis 
father, MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, Was already departed for MazanDeRran. The 
next day I fet out from astRaBap, taking with me above five choufand crowns 
more in money, and left MATTEUSE, my old arMenran Clerk, and. two fervants, 
to importune for the remainder due on the suan’s decree. As I was in too weak a 
{tate of health myfelf to attend the money, and the country being now more quiet, 
I fent my interpreter, a fervant, and five foldiers with it, and fullowed with one 
foldier and a fervant. In the evening I got up with them, and embarked fafely 
with the money, 


Juty the ift, the wind being wefterly we were detained ; and the 2d, as it fill 
continued inthe fame quarter, we kept at anchor. Seven of the ocurt JOY pirate- 
boats appeared in fight, having ten or twelye hands on board each boat, armed 
with {pears, fabres, bows and arrows, and fome fire-locks. Our force did not exe 
ceed thirteen men; howevers:awe were well prepared with arms and ammunition, 
and put ourfelves in the beft condition we could, expecting very little quarter, if. 
ihey had been hardy cnough to-baard us : being in the difagreeable circumftance of 
having no wind, we were obliged to put a Spring on our cable, in order to bring 
our guns to bear on them. 


On the 3d, the boats appeared again, bearing down upon us from the eaft to the 
fouth-weft point of the harbour, were they weré wont to land, and pillage; but 
a breeze of wind happily {pringing up, we weighed, and bore down upon them ; 
they then made all the efforts they .could with their fails and oars to get into fhal- 
low water out of our reach; but We came up with them very fait. I knew they 
were villains, and common enemies to mankind : but the remembrance of my writ- 
ten obligation-in Russta, not to interfere in any thing military, and a tendernefs of 
ipilling the blood of men untried and uncondemned, reftrained me from any thing 
more than permitting our gunner to fend two thots after them, to increafe their 
terror of our great guns, ‘The eagernefs of our ENGLisH feamen would hardly 

Ff2 fubmit 
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fubmit to the reftraint, nor did we ceafe from the purfuit without fome expref- 
fions ‘of impatience from them, which would have been deemed mutiny in @ 
king’s fhip. 


Ow the 4th, the wind was at weft, wich light breezes, and a {trong current fetting 
in. The next day we were extremely incommoded by the heat of the fun: the 6th, 
we reached FARABAD, and the next day came to anchor. On the 9th, we weighed 
and anchored again in mescnepEzar road, faluting MAHOMMED KHAN and Mr. 
ELTON, with three guns: and the KHAN, froma battery which he had built, re- 
turned the compliment with the fame number. Lobferved the currents on this 
coat fet to the eaftward. On the roth I went on fhore, and had the mortification 
to find Mr. gE TON in a very low ftate of health. ; 


On the rith, Mr. rnron came on-board with thirty poor wretches, who were 
to be employed in GHILAN as carpenters in the king’s new fhip-yard. In this road 
we found a PERSIAN and three RUSSIAN veflels ; a corporal came from on board one 
of the latter, and complained hedvily of their detention for the uncertain voyage of 
BALKHAN; and’not lefs of their ignorance of the eaftern coaft, and the fickly con- 
dition of their crews: Mr. extow: told:chimr their hips would probably be foon. 
relieved one way or other, and that he would: ferve them in any thing in his 
power. wT Rae 


For ten days we were mortified with contrary winds: in the interim one of the 
PERSIAN carpenters expired 5 his friends were very folicitous to lay his face towards 
the eaft, which we were now leaving in our ftern, the wind coming fair: the PERSIANS 
could hardly be prevailed on to touch the dead body, it being deemed a pollution ; 
neither would they for a long while confent he fhould be threwn over-board, and 
leaft of all that any weight fhould be fixed to his body to fink him; fo that he 
Aoated on the furface. The perstans are generally interred the evening of the day 
in which they die, and wafhed before they are put into the ground. For this pur- 
pofe there are refervoirs ; but the pooreft fort are commonly carried to the neareft 
pond. Before the interment the bodies are ufually wound up in a cotton cloth, on 
which are ftampt feveral parts of the KHoRaN. Some of the relations attend the 
funeral, as likewife the MULLAH, OF MULLAHS, according to the quality of the 
deceafed, finging fome part of the KHORAN. 


Tue 23d, we came on fhore to LANGAROOD, where I found that the king had 
at length determined to fubmit to the remonftrances of his captains, and decline 
the expedition to BALKHAN 3 ordering the provifions which he had amafied far 
that purpofe to be fent to DERBEND. The channel, which runs fix ENGLISH miles 
from the fea to LANGAROOD, is bordered with reeds and marfhy lands, which ftunk 
to a degree that created great faintnefs ; and the more fo, as we were already fick, 
every one appearing to the other on the verge of eternity, though perhaps no man 
thought fo of himfelf. We found all our friends at LanGaRoop and-Resnp in the 
fame circumftances, this fummer having been extremely unwholfome: burt it 
pleafed cop that we all furvived it. 


Tue 
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Tue fhip which Mr. ex‘row was building for the king, had now the appearance 
of being foon finithed; but the difficulty was. how to launch, or get her into the 
fea: fhe was on the fide of a creek, hardly broader than the fhip-was long; fhe 
could not draw lefs than fix feet, and in many places down the creek there was 
but four feet water; therefore they propofed to make a dam, and raifé the water 
to affiit her in going off, her lower works.only being finifhed. The north-wind 
. svould thus raife the water confiderably, though not without overflowing the adja- 

cent marfhes. Mr. gnton was alfo alarmed with the fear of Russian pirates, 
who he apprehended would attempt to burn his fhip: he therefore made a boom 
crofs the channel, and fet a'guard at it, propofing to build a ftage on the morafs, 
and fet a piece of cannon on it. Thefe pirates had robbed feveral pers1an boats 
neat BAKU; they had thirty men on board, and fome fwivil guns; and it was pre- 
tended, that feveral other boats had been brought off from the votca and yaziK, 
the crews of which were of the fame-fraternity. . .., 


Tue 2d of auguft, I left raneanoop, and arrived next day at RESHD; where 
the RussIAN conful BAKOONIN infifted there was a plague at casuan, and confe- 
quently that-no manufactured goods of that country fhould be exported for russia. 
By the intercourfe which the persrans had with that city, it could not be known 
that any ficknefs prevailed more than ufual in the fruit feafon. 1 concluded from 
hence, that the conful fought an expedient to give the better colour to his advices 
to the governor of AsSTRACHAN, to impofe a fevere quarantain, with a view to pre- 
vent the ENGLISH veffels from. returning again.to.persra. _ 1 found alfo, by the 
conteft there had been between the minitters of the court of cREAT BRITAIN and 
RUSSIA, with relation to Mr. ELTon’s engagement with napir sHau, that our trade 
was in no {mail difgrace in Russia; and it looked probable that captain woopRooFE 
would not be permitted to return to peRs1A with his fhip. 

Our voyage from asTRaBAD had taken up almoft the whole month of july., and 
confequently it might be prefumed that a great progrefs had been made in the 
recovery of the ballance due at astRapap: therefore, inftead of returning 
immediately to asTRacHAN under thefe apprehenfions, which proved to be too well 
grounded, I determined to fend captain woopROOFE to ASTRABAD for money. I 
found myfelf extremely difordered, as were all the EUROPEANS in RESHD, whofe 
bodies, at different periods of their diftemper, broke out into different kinds of 
pimples; Mr. prown and Mr. witpgr were afflicted with agues; but that did not 
prevent their politenefs and friendfhip to me. The FRENCH miffionaries alfo be- 
haved with great civility. 


On the 12thI returned to rancaroop, where I found Mr. zttow in the fame 
bad ftate of health as I left him, with a mind much ‘perplexed on account of his 
engagements to the sHaH, perceiving it would coft us no lefs than the ruin of 
that trade, which he had been fo inftrumental in opening. Though the authority 
with which I fet out, had been greatly diminifhed by the jealoufy and. intrigues of 
fome of the faétors in St. PETERSBURG; yet I faw the neceffity of being difengaged 
‘from Mr. evron in fuch a light, and was fo defirous of finifhing with him ‘in an 
amicable manner, that I undertook, befide his ordinary commiffion, to make him 
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an offer of a large fum, chargeable on the effects in his poffeffion, on condition 
that he would deliver them to Meff. srown and company, to the end that we 
mi, ht have no further connection with him. My illnefs ftill continued, and indeed 
the damp mufty rooms, the croakiag of frogs, the biting of gnats, with a marfhy 

eftilential air, and the concern I was under to fee the trade involved in fuch infu- 
perable difficulties, were enough to have diftempered a mind, as well as body, of 
a much ftronger texture than mine; but though thefe circumftances were added 
to my illnefs, the low manner in whichI lived, created fo little food for my diftem- 
per, that I found my/elfin a much better ftate than any of my companions, 
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Mr. eiton quarrels with the author. Captain woovRoore returns from ASTR ABAD 
with nine thoufand crowns.” The author is kindly received at RESHD. The calamitous 
fiate of PERSTA, oA ee 
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ig Bee 16th of auguft I took my leave of Mr. evr yw “ina. friendly manner, 
: and went to Lantyan for the recovery of my health, This place is about 
eight miles diftant from LANGAROOD: I was lodged in a large, airy houfe. La- 
iIJAN was conquered by sHAH ABAS the GREAT: it was formerly the metropolis 
of the province, and the feat of its king, and is now incomparably the molt 
healthful place. in that part of the province of curtan which is towards the 
fea: it is fituated on an eminence, with a free air on every fide, the mountains 
to the fouthward opening fo as to caufe a conftant draught of wind, which mode- 
rates the heat of the fummer. 


In the reign-of sHan sHEFFIE, which was not many years after this place was 
annexed to the crown-of persta,*the-natives revolted, and ont xaRiB, a perfon 
born at ranryan, was elected king of the province, in oppofition to SHEFFIE. 
After a fhort and fruitlefs defence kaRrB was taken prifoner, and carried to caspin, 
where he fuffered a very remarkable death; for the saan, with his ordinary 
cruelty, and in derifion of his captive, ordered iron horfe-fhoes to be nailed to his 
feet, alledging that as he had been ufed to the foft rich foil of Guitan, he could 
not walk unfhod on the harder earth of the country of caspin : after lingering fome 
days in this torture, he was fhot to death with arrows, the sHAH difcharging the 
firt, and his courtiers following his example. 


Mr. Exron’s indifpofition of body, and the offence he had taken againft the 
conduct of his employers in europe, for their fubmiffion to the Russian court, 
though it would have been vain and extravagant to have longer with-held that fub- 
miffion, now brought on his refentment againft me. I appeared to him as a de- 
puty ‘for the traders in general, but as his friend alfo, I fpoke my real feate of 
things with regard to the common intereft, The imperious letter which I received 
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from him, dated the day after I left him, was a plain’ indication of his having vin- 
digtive defigns. He acknowledged to have taken off the mafk with which he had 
been difguifed, making himfelf blacker than I believe he-really was; it was eafy 
however to perceive his intentions were fixed upon the expedient of a quarrel. 
When men defign to a& a part which they know to be unwarrantable,” it is a 
#ommon trick to pretend that an injury has been done them; to fave. appearances 
in doing an injury. I was almeft rempted to with I had ated a part foreign to my 
difpofition, from a tranfierit:@pinion’ that in our commerce with fome men, that 
conduct is warrantable which, towards others of a different ftamp, deferves little 
better than the name of falfehood ; but this thought foon recoiled upon me, and 
confirmed that fturdy fatisfaction which arifes from an equal and confittent con- 
duct, however oppofed to worldly advantages. Ignorance ef the world is fome- 
times the happy occafion of our virtue: it often-prevents infincerity at leaft, and 
fupports “that integrity of foul, which exifts no longer than we {peak the language 
of the heart. It ts true, thére are.imany incidents in life, in which fome degree 
of diffimulation feems. to ‘be effential to -the peace and tranquility of it; and 
nothing canbe: more obvious than “ if we follow truth too clofe, fhe will kick. 
* our teeth out :” therefore the great fecret is, when, and in what degree diffimu- 
Jation, if for want of language we may ufe this term, is necefiary and confiftent 
with the virtue of the mind. For want of this diftin@ion we often lofe the reve- 
rence due to truth, even in the firft ftages of our lives ; and perfons in the highett ' 
ftations become the moft exquifite proficieats in-the-arts of difimulation ; fuch is 
the wretched. ftate of mankind! Thus I had full leifure to moralize ; ‘for eLrow. 
was inflexible. 


Caprain wooproore, whom I had difpatched the 8th inftant to ASTRABAD, fe- 
turned the 21ft, and I had the pleafure to learn, that he brought with him nine 
thoufand crowns, which compleated, including the cloth recovered, eighty-five per 
cent. of the whole fum demanded. Wooproore informed me, that saRU KHAN 
with his forces was incamped on the river KORGAN, to prevent the incurfions of 
the ruRKUMANS, whom no compact could hold within bounds : I alfo learned, that 
MATTEUSE had narrowly efcaped being robbed of the fum jult mentioned, a thief 
having a€tually broke into his houfe in the night, and a whole gang were ready to 
be let in, if his cries had not difconcerted their meafures 3 fo that this recovery was 
fingularly providential in all its parts. 


Tue 27th, the rRENcH miffionary who profefied phyfic, gave me a medicine, 
which he faid was a fovereign fpecific in fevers ; this proved to be only the jefuits 
bark, but is not familiarly known in persta, where he had lived for fome years : 
this drug can no where be of greater ufe than in the province of Guitan. Medi- 
tines among the PERSIANS are moftly compounds of-herbs ; but the quantity and 
tafle fuch as would incline one to think, that they were defigned for horfes, rather 
than men. Fhe moft common diforders with which they are afflicted, are thofe in 
the eyes, and the venereal diftemper : the firft is fuppoted to be occafioned by the 
heat of the climate, and the exceffive ufe of rice, 
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Brno now reftored to health, I applied myfelf to bufinefs: but, which ever 
way I turned, Mr. ELTON’S engagement to the sHAH created infuperable difficulties 
to the eftablifhment of our trade. Some of the factors in St. PETERSBURG, who 
had follicited me to accept their authority to act for them, now endeavoured to 
fupplant me, from an apprehenfion that I intended to remain in persia, and enjoy 
their imaginary profits: they miftook the matter extremly for I found little more 
to be expected in pensra than the evil effeéts of jealoufy and finifter intrigues, ex- 
cept being expofed to the greater calamities of civil war, among a people departed 
from almoft every moral-yirtue. .The adventurers in Lonpon were perplexed with 
contradictory advices from their different factors; and, for want of proper infor- 
mation, not knowing whom to truft, aimed at one point, fome of the factors in 
Russia at another, and Mr. ELTON in PERSIA would receive laws from neither of 
them : fo that my tafk of mediator was very difficult. 


I saw nothing could be done in pERsia by any legal proceeding, and that Mr. 
ELTON was deaf to.my emonttrances, of the folly and injuftice, as well as the ill 
confequences that muft attend his breaking with me: to make any fruitlefs com- 
pulfive efforts, 1 concluded would render the matter worfe ; I therefore determined 
that the beft way to avoid being in the wrong, - was 9,fpun being too much in the 
right. Men who mean well often fall into this fault: -acertain vanity of up- 
rightnefs betrays them into an injudicious purfuit of it, by which they do real 
injuries to the community whofe caufe they efpoufe. If their goodnefs of heart 
is not fupported by experience or ftrength of judgment, they are apt to forget 
there are more ways than one of doing many good actions ; and that it is our duty 
to confider, not only what is beft in its own nature 5 but alfo the mott practicable 
-means of performing the good we intend. So long as we can maintain our own 
integrity, we ought to accommodate ourfelves to times, and to the circumftances 
of things : I do not mean that we fhould do evil wich a view to the good that may 
come of it, any more than we fhould reftrain the good, fo as to produce evil as a 
natural confequence ; but that we fhould temper a paffionate concern for the cauic 
of virtue, with a judicious confideration of the great end .in view. 


‘Tus 28th, having informed Mr. Brown of RESHD on what terms I was with 
Mr. evton ; he fent mea very polite and obliging invitation to take up my lodgings 
in his houfe ; this was the more acceptable, as 1 was entirely at a lofs where to ac- . 
commodate myfelf for the fhort time I propofed to ftay in peRsta 5 for I was now 
obliged to refign my prefent lodgings to MAHOMMED KHAN the admiral. 


- ‘Tue intereft of this KHAN was now on the decline at court ; he had aéted a bafe 
part in regard to Mr. evron, and the king’s maritime affairs. Whether he fuffered 
for this, or any other crime, or only for being rich, I know not: not long after I 
Jeft prrsta, his eyes were cut out 5 indeed almoft évery perfon of diftinétion, with 
whom | had any intercourfe during my abode in that country, had at different times 
the fame fate, 
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Havine no good interpreter with me at LAHIyaN, nor many conveniences of 
life, I avoided the vifits of the PERSIANS; however, the canENTAR, attended by 
two couriers from the camp, came to fee me: the king demanded of him one 
thoufand crowns, no other reafon being affigned for it, than his having ferved 
under the late governor, whom the king had caufed to be put to death, though 
he was reputed a very juft man; but it feemed as if Juftice was incompatible with 
4dome of NADIR’s maRrims of government. 


Tue rift of feptember I left tanryan, and arrived the next day at ResHp, where 
Mr. srown and Mr. witper, the two ENGLISH factors, received me with great 
politenefs and hofpitality. The chief part of the converfation of that city turned 
upon the king’s rituléts, exactions, and murders. I waited on the new governor 
of RESHD, who received me very kindly, and affured me that the suau had or- 
dered him to treat the EuRopzANS with refpe@: on his being informed what had 
happened to me in persta, and that curiofiry had partly brought me thither; he 
faid, “* Alas! this is no time for fuch entertainment in this country.” Hearing 
that I had a connexion with Mr. e:ton, he obferved, « I fuppofe you have érders 
“ and intentios to take all the effects belonging to the merchants out of his 
“ hands ;” which I underftood as an intimation of his opinion of exron’s dan- 
gerous fituation. Here I enjoyed greater fecurity, at leaft of my perfon, than 
{ had for eight months before, having been in a continual warfare ; but though 
the {cene was changed, it was not altered much for the better; for 1 was now 
engaged in a fevere conteft, in which beth my intereft and -honour were con« 
cerned, 


Mr. etton, who had been kind to an extreiie, and continually wrote me the 
tendereft letters of friendfhip, was become inexorably deaf to all overtures of 
accommodation. He had done me injuftice in a double refpect ; firft, by think- 
ing I could be prevailed upon, by the corifiderations of friendfhip, to fubicribe to’ 
things falfe, abfurd, and impracticable; and then by fearing I fhould make ufe 
of my knowledge of his affairs in an unfriendly manner; whereas no treatment of 
his ever drew from me a fingle word of what he had faid in the confidence of fe- 
crecy, neither before nor fince his death. Ac this time I had the ftronger motives 
to a referved conduct, from the confideration that e:ton had power to do mif- 
chief, and diftrefs the affairs of the rnerchants but this referve expofed me after- 

- wards to the greater vexation. During the few days I was in resin, E employed 
myfelf in enquiries concerning the country, and its inhabitants, digefting and com- 
paring my own obfervations with thofe of perfons, whofe experience was much 
greater, 
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C HA P. L. 


A focrt account of the perfons, genius, charager, and diet of the modern pERstans. 
Of their bofpitality, with fome reflections on falfe amujements ia EUROPE. Of tke 


ornamental part of the drefs of PERSIAN women, compared with fome parts op 
EUROPEAN dre/s. - 


HE modern perstans are robuft, warlike, and hardy, and are now ail 

become foldiers: were their government once eftablifhed, no nation could 

ooner recover itfelf from fuch miferable circumftances. They have money 

enough*, their houfes are eafily rebuilt, and their land is fertile: thefe advantages 

would bring in foreigners, at leaft TARTARS and inprans, and with them the con- 
veniences of life, and at length reftore their arts and manufactures. 


Tey are naturally inclined to temperance; and with regard to diet, feem to be 
more in a ftate of nature than the europeans. By way of amufement they ule 
opiates, but not near fo much as the TURKS: they drink coffee in fmall quantities 
with the tees, alfo fherbets, and an infufion of cifinanien with fugar. Their 
fimplicity of life generally renders their domeftic expence“eafy , though, in this 
laft particular, travellers do not agree: I grant however that the Persians under- 
ftand very little of what we call prudence, and ceconomical government. 


In their common difcourfes they often introduce moral fentences, and poetical 
narrations, extracted from their poets and other writers: it was formerly their con- 
ftant cuftom to entertain their guefts with favorite paflages out of their poets. 
Reflection and repetition are the only means of ftrengthening or fupporting the 
memory: cuftom has made it a kind of pedantry in rurope to be frequent in the 
repetition of the wife fayings either of the antient or modern divines, philolo- 
phers, or poets; but if, from the nature of the human mind, we ever ftand in need 
of a monitor, what office is more confiftent than to render the wholefome rules of 
life familiar, by making them a part of our ordinary converfation. It might be 
wifhed, that this praétice was introduced among EuRopEaNs, rather than that 


barrennefs of difcourfe we often find, or the irkfome and pernicious amufement of 
cards. 


Now I have mentioned a circumftance fo interefting to the great world in EUROPE, 
I muft acknowledge that cards, in the original ufe of them, are confeffedly as in- 
nocent as any other inftrument of diverfion, to thofe who are at a lofs for fome- 
thing more rational®; yet in the manner now in fafhion, they cannot but diffipate 
the thoughts in fome, and enervate the mind in almoft every one who is clofely 


attached. 
x 
* Speaking of the time fubfequent to napir’s death, and a few years afterwards. 


» T have fomewhere heard that cards were invented by a FRENCH courtier, to amufe one of the kings 
of that nation, who was remarkably weak. 
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attached to them: they muft be a great means of feeding thofe paflions which 
corrode the heart, and warping the affections from their proper bias, oppofe th2 
eftablifhment of virtue in the mind. We often fee this verified, though few will 
confefs it. Is it poffible, in the nature of the thing, that thofe who pive a conftant 
application to this entertainment, efpecially if they play-high, can fupport a tran- 

{uility of mind? And, in proportion as ‘the” mind is difturbed, is it not difquali- 
fied for the effential duties of life? This matter is beft underftood by thofe very 
perfons who play high, and confume their time in this polite idlenefs. The per- 
sans feem to fall into thetcontrary extreme; they delight in fitting ftill, and 
mufing. I never obferved any of them to walk in their apartments, as the EUROPEANS, 
and particularly the encurisH, are ufed to do. I remember to have heard of a 
tuRK, Who, being on board an ENGLISH man of war, enquired very ferioully 
if the people were troubled with an evi] fpirit, becaufe, fays he, ‘* they are never 
at reft.” 


THE PERSIANS. are polite, but extravagantly hyperbolical in their compliments: 
this indeed i# pectiiar to the eaftern nations; and the {cripture, which partakes of 
much, of that ftyle, is known to be derived from that quarter. The peRsians 
were celebrated for a particular genius to poetry; but war, which has deftroyed 
their morals and learning, feems alfo to have damped their poetic fire; though 
they have ftill many traces of that fertility and ftrength of imagination, for which 
in paft times they were defervedly. famous. “Fhe antient pzrsians are recorded 
to have taught’ their children ‘a moft é¥a€t Yeverence for truth; bat the prefent 
generation are as notorious for falfhood: they poifon with a {weet-meat, in always 
faying what is pleafing, without regarding the truth. In their difpofitions they are 
chearful, but rather inclined to ferioufnefs than loud mirth: in this they are not 
fo much the rrencH of asia, as in their politenefs.and civility to ftrangers. 

« Hofpitality"is a part of their religion ; on occafions of the leaft intercourfe, men 
of any diftinétion invite ftrangers, as well as their friends, to their table; and it is 
remarkable how they pride themfelves in other teftimonies of refpect, which have 
been occafionally mentioned in this work. 


I pip not obferve that they are vindictive; yet if their kir Jnefs to their beft 
friends, happens to be turned by any fortune of war into enmity, they often 
become infenfible: this feems to be more owing to a cuftom of cruelty, than a 
revengeful temper. On the other hand, there are not many inftances of the placable 
difpofition, which the curistran religion fo ftrongly recommends: in theory how- 
ever they are friends to this virtue, and they apparently exceed the cHRISTIANS in 
the duty of refignation. 


Witx regard to their perfons and drefs, the men in moft parts of the country 
fhave their heads very clofe; the young ones have often a lock on each temple, 
which hangs pendant, and ferves as an ornament to their faces, fomewhat in the 
manner of evRopEaAN beaus fome years fince. Their cheeks are fhaved, but the 
beard on the chin reaches up to their temples; the men for the moft part arevtall, 
and of good fhapes, their complexions fwarthy, particularly in the fouthern parts, 
and their eyes and hair black. Moft of them have caps of cloth, which rife ten 
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cr twelve inches, and terminate on the top in four corners: they have a fhorter cap. 
for fummer, faced with grey BoxHanian lambfkias; their cars, which are very 
Jarge, are always left bare, and generally hang. down, in confequence of the 
weight of the caps refting on them, and many are proud to thew that their ears 
are not cut off*. Crimfon is acolour they much affect in their caps, as well as 
in their outward garments, and. it makes a grand appearance: deep blue, which. 
one feldom fees worn, except in coarfe cloths, 1s their mourning colour. The bet- 
ter fortof people wear a fafh of KHERMANIA wool, wrapped about their heads as 
turbants; fome of thefe are fo exceeding fine as to coft one hundred crowns °, and 
the common price for fuch as are good. is eight or ten crowns : their heads are thus 
kept very warm, and the more as they feldom pull off their caps, but wear them 
even in the prefence of their king. : 


Tue outward garment of the common fort of people, is a flight cotton: in 
general they wear two or three light veftments, which reach only to their knees 5 
fo that their drefs gives them a great advantage over the TURKS, who wear long, 
effeminate robes, Befidgs, their cloth garments ofthe ordinary fort, which are: 
much efteemed, fome have them, lined. swith furs, or ermins, {quirrils, or fables, 
which are worn for warmth, and very. often for ftate alfa for it is common to fee 
a great man fit in his fable-coat in the height of fummer :buz.is mutt. be obferved. 
that thefe coats reach no farther than the waift; thus demonftrating a judicious 
diftin@ion, not to load themfelves with a fuperfluous weight of cloaths. Silk is 
worn in fummer by men of fafhion, efpecially for under garments; but thefe, 
as well as their cotton and woollen under-garments, are quilted, which renders 
them very warm, without being heavy. Under the fath round the waift they carry 
a long pointed knife in a cafe of wood, which is mounted .with gold or filver. 
Their fhirts, for the moft part, are made of checkered filk and cotton: thefe have 
neither wrift-bands nor collars, for they always go bare-necked. The fleeves of 
their upper garment reaches down to their fingers: they. fometimes wear_cloth- 
ftockings, which fit loofe like boots; but for the moft part they ufe only focks of 
wool, which reach over the ankles. They-wear. flippers like ,wamen’s fhoes, with- 
out quarters; thefe are of fhagreen made: with the {kin of horfes rumps, which 
are prepared hard and rough like a feal’s fin: the.heels being high, they are cal- 
culated to carry one ou: of the dirt, but are extremely uneafy to thofe who are not 
accuftomed to them. Their drawers, or rather trowfers, are more convenient than 
breeches in a hot country, being without any tight ‘igaments : for this reafon their 
cloathing in general ieems to be more conducive to health and ftrength than that of 
zuROpEANS: the fath round the waift may however keep their Joins too warm; but 
girding up the loins is indeed a part of drefs the moft-antient we read of. Their 
writers carry their ink and pens about them ina cafe which they put under their 
fath, or in their pocket under their arm. 


Tur fimplicity of their tafte deferves commendation: a2 P2AS}AN KHAN Once 
ueftioned me clofely.upon the fleeve of my coat, defiring to know what I intend- 
ed by that bit of cloth hanging from my arm? 1 of courfe told him, that in 
EUROPE 


2? Many were in thefe circumftances in NaDIR’s time. > Twenty-five pounds. 
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EUROPE we confidered it as an ornament. I could not help reflecting however on 
the fuperfluous and inconvenient part of drefs, which the polite nations of EUROPE 
have introduced, in defiance of natural tafte, and the confideration of health and 
convenience. Externals are always moft apt to affeét the mind, and where we - 
fuffer ourfelves to follow implicitly him who, for his private convenience, or to gra- 
tify his humour, continually makes alterations in our manner of cloathing, it muft en- 
gage too great a fhare of the attention, at leaft of the youthful part of a nation, and 
create a dangerous expences nor can we be ever fure of retaining that which in all re- 
fpeéis is found elegant, ornamental, and convenient, if we happen to ftumble on it. 
The asiatics feem beft to underftand this matter, and to aét moft agreeably to. 
reafon. We muft however acknowledge, that the variety of which the politer na- 
tions of EUROPE are fo fond, ferves to exercife invention, improve arts, and create 
a circulation of money : but ftill it tends to the ruin of ftates, when the inclination. 
is carried to an excefs, and beyond what private incomes will bear, after all effen- 
tial duties. regarding government, and charity, are complied with. 


But, in aemparifon.of the orrenrar and EvROPEAN drefs, there is not any 
thing in the lateer half fo: abfurd and ridiculous as that part of the female furni- 
ture called.a Hoop. If the perstan, who was fo much furprized at the fleeve of 
my coat, which was in no extreme of the fafhion, had feen this whalebone-machine,. 
ke would certainly afk, if the woman was to be fewn up in it with a wild cat, as. 
they fometimes ufe bags when’ they torture: females. ‘Tell him, that it is defigned. 
to be worn about*her wait, and he would ‘conclude it was a punifhment for fome 
act of incontinence: but never would a man, in his right mind, conceive it to be 
intended as.an ornament ; and that the greater fpace a woman occupies, the greater 
her quality, the more important her appearance, and as fome imagine, the more 
exquifite her charms, 


Ann fince the refentment of a cuftom: fo injurious to: Keath and’ convenience, as: 
well as true talte, has drawn me thus far; I cannot help obferving very ferioufly, 
that as the perfons, and.external ornaments of women are fo much-the attention of 
men, itis not furprifing that they fhould make ufe of their proper flrength, and im- 
prove their own advantages; but I apprehend there are very few fenfible women, 
and yet fewer men, who confider this romantic machine as ornamental. Cuftom: 
is indeed a tyrant over both fexes, and the pride of imaginary embellifhments 
alrsoft as trong a paffion with the youthful. part of the gay world, as even-the love 
of life. All: nations feem to agree, that rich manufactories, filven or gold, or 
precious ftones, or what is juft the fame, fomething. in imitation: of them, are 
ornamental. It is alfo confefféd, that the more immediate feat: of the graces is the 
face, and the womef of all countries apply their fkill. to the improvement of it ; 
preferving at the fame time thofe veftures which they think add a luftre to their 
natural advantages. Flow can Europeans laugh at fome particular parts of the 
dreis of remote nations, when perhaps none of them wear any thing. fo ridiculous. 
as.a large hoop? Befides, though cuftom may caufe any thing to-pafs for modeft,. 
it cannot alter the nature of climates, nor prevent thofe diftenypers. which arife- 
from cold ;. neither will the ftreets grow broader, or houfes, churches, or theatres- 
extend their walls, to keep pace with this romantic extenfion of. habilliment. < 
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Tye drefs of the women in rErsta is fimple, different from the men rather for 
the diftinétion of fexes, than by affecting any form fhocking to nature : they adorn 
their arms with bracelets, after the manner of fome ruropeans, and their heads 
awith jewels of feveral kinds : one of thefe is compofed of a light gold chain-work, 
fet with fmall pearls, with a thin gold plate pendant, about the bignefs of a crown- 
piece, on which is imprefled an ARABIAN prayer : this is fixed to the hair at the, 
upper part of the temple, and hangs upon the cheek below the ear. They have. 
large ear-rings, and fome are faid to wear gold-rings. fet.with pearls in their nofe, 
which is incomparably the worft tafte they have; the poorer fort wear the fame 
thing in bafer metals ; their hair hangs in treffes ; their fhirts, as weil as the mens, 
are of a thin manufaéture'of filk and cotton ; but thefe are open at the breaft, in 
the manner of mens fhirts in europe, whilft the mens are fupported on the ieft 
fhoulders by a {mall button ; the women alfo wear drawers and flippers as the men. . 


sue persrans obferve an Gutward decency in their cloathing ¢ their very reli- 
gion feems to exact it of them; and the fimplicity of their cuftoms contributes to 
the fame end. ‘They are neat in their houfes; and even the meaneft fort are ufually 
"very clean. in their cloaths, which have feldom any rent; but if it was not for 
their repeated bathings, the want of changing their fhirts would’ render their per 
fons indelicate. gt Ces 
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The nature of the military, civil, and eccleftaftical government of the PERSTANS under 

NADIR SHAH. Some account alfo of their cruelty, divifion of time, language, and 

opinion of europeans. . Of their religion, and their manner of praying 5 with 

: remarks on the falfe referve of CHRISTIANS. ie Be a 


T HE neglect of moral duties feems to have long prepared the way for that ruin 
: in which the pers1ans are involved; and as if providence, by-fuffering the 
ufurpation of wapir, had permitted them to fill up the meafure of their iniquities, 
thefe people are become wretched beyond defcription. — - as 2 


'. ‘Tue government of rersra is monarchical, and” in’every branch of it ftri@ly 
defpotic. The favor of the PRINCE, and of thofe on whom he devolves bis au- 
thority, is effential to the fecurity of foreign merchants; and this may be beft 
preferved by proper and timely prefents, by a ‘good appearance, and a refolute 
difcreet fupport of their own dignity. “The pERsIANs are not unfkilled in the laws 
of juitice and humanity ; but as war has been, for many years, their only ftudy, 
and a fondnefs for outward fhew their predominant paffion, thefe laws are very 
litele. regarded when they interfere with their inclinations: hence a good horfe, 
a filver-mounted bridle, and a girl, will generally induce a PERSIAN fo violate 
juftice, and even to commit that for which he is morally: certain of death. — . 
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THE camp and court in NADIR’S time were the fame; and the ecclefiaftical, as 
-well as civil and military officers, always attended. The chief adminiftrators of. 
the law were the MULLAH-BASHI, andthe NAIBSEDAR, Of N&VAB, who are judges 
in ecclefiattical and civil concerns. The Kazraskar is judge of the army, and 
the sHEICHULISLAM is reputed of equal rank with him: “Phe DEFHERCHANE * 
receives all records, Cecrees and public aécounts, and decides in all affairs relating 

46 the political government, The principal officers of this court are the super. 
INTENDANT and SECRETARY: The mustarr MIEMALEK ® aéts with them, and 
has mustarts under -him, for the care of the feveral divifions. Thefe agents of 
the crown make their court, and find moft profit and fecurity in Propofing means 
of oppreffing the people by heavy exactions, ; : : 


Tue higheft ecclefiattic in towns is judge, and tries civil caufes under the goz 
vernor, who generally refers the parties to him: and upon the receipt of his vers 
di& the governor gives. a final judgment, But military people feldom have their 
caufe tried by any but the latter. “Thefe Sovernors are often as defpotic as fove+ 


Tue BEGLER-BEGS* have the power of life and death, as have alfo thofe sar- 
Dares", who are on the frontiers,’ In NADIR’s reign there were only three gre- 
LER-BEGS, one in KHORASAN, the other in DERBEND, and the laft in SHIRASS, 
all of them as cruel as they are powerful. Thofe in high office make ufe of the 
moft extraordinary and unaccountable methods of oppreffion, There was a re. 
markable inftance of this in NapiR’s brother, 1sRAHIM KHAN, who, ewhen gover- . 
nor of TAVRIS, having a lame mule, afked his groom what he might fell her for ? 
The groom, fufpecting his defign, and Knowing his avarice, aniwered, two thou- 
fand crowns. “ Ohf” fays he, ** more a great deal.” “At length the price was 
fixed at ten thoufand; and the groom being armed with authority, demanded of 
every citizen and villager a certain fum for the mule, in fuch terms as plainly thew- 
ed that a fum was to be levied on them: Some, to avoid being beaten, paid hina 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty,. crowns, till at laft he came home with ‘the ten. thou. 
‘fand; and after all he obliged aman to take the mule in good earneft for one hun- 

- dred and twenty crowns, which is the price of a {mall one free from blemith, 


In how great a degree cruelty reigned in Persra in NapDig’s time, may be- 
Judged from the choice which he made of his reprefentatives, and from their 
copying him fo exactly, though with lef judgment. I was told, that in the 
fpring 1741, a perfon named Katie KHAN, from being a broker of filk, returned 
from the camp to RESHD, dignified. with the title of admiral of the CASPIAN 
fea. This elevation fo intoxicated him, that thinking himfelf neglected in point 
ef ceremony, -he inftantly ordered the chief of the ARMENIAN merchants to be 
talled into his prefence, ‘caufed. one of them. to be put to death,. and threatened. 

: Z s thar 

3 Chancery, > General overfeer of the empire. £ Lord of lords,. the higheft rank: 
efofiicer in power. - * Generals, é ; 
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‘that’all thé ArmENtAws and Gzorétans fhould fuffer the fame fate, if-they did not 
bring to hint all the arms that were to be found in the caravanferais of RESHD 39 
keeping three of them as hoftages till he extorted handfome prefents, and large 
: promifes from them. He was fo offended that the: Russtaw conful had not fhewa 
chim the re(peét of waiting on him in. perfbn before his entrance into the town, 
_ thar when the conful’s interpreter came to compliment him, in his mafter’s name;, 
she ‘baftinadoed him, fpoke diftefpeétfully of the rmprzss, and not ftopping heres 
put to death an interpreter belonging to the refident of that nation, feized .a 
Russtan fhip, and, by threats and ill treatment, obliged the crew ‘to embrace 
MAHOMMEDANISM. On EASTER-DAY he laid fiege to the conful’s houfe, and 
: fired two hundred and fifty fhots on its bue at length being oppofed by the people 
‘of the town, he was obliged to withdraw his artillery. . 


oe i ‘-_ . 
. In. confequence of the complaints: made to NADIR, KALIB KHAN wis called to 
‘the’ carnp, and treated with great feverity vthe ‘crimes alledged againft him were 
various, and many of them.concerned the sHaH himfelf; but I never heard there 
was any particular refpect paid to the RussrAws in the punifhment inflicted on him. 
Such cruel exactions and: monftrous’ ‘proceedings have frequently ftirred up the 

. people to rebellion ;but the want of fecrecy in their counfels, and of mutual cori- 
fidence, ever rendered their attempts inferior to the fagacity and refolution of napiR, 
till they cook the refolution of killing him in his own tent. ; aeeNe 


As to the religion in persia, the Turks and PERsIANs equally acknowledge the 
‘KHORAN, as firit promulged, to be the great law of their prophet MAHOMMED 3 
but they trace. their eéclefiaftical divifions, and inveterate animofities as high, as his 
immediate fucceffor, Avr was MaHOMMED’s brother’s fon, and martied to FATIMA, 
the daughtefof that falfe prophet. From this the psrsiaws naturally infer his right 
to the fucceffion, which was notwithftanding invaded by his uncles/anuBEKeER, 
omar, and osman, the brothers of MawomMeD whofe ufurpation, both as kings 
and prophets, is approved of by thetwrKs. At length Ax fucceeded, and the dif- 
pute might have been loft in oblivion, had he made. no difference in the KHORAN: 
yet this produced no extraordinary effets till the 14th century, when 1sMazL 
SEFFIE, a man of an exemplary life, who pretended a-regular defcent from att, 
began to teach and expound the MAHOMMEDAN law, and the doétrine of axt’s 
followers, in preference to the turxis doétors of divinity. This revived the 
temembrance of the injury doné atr by his uncles, whom the persrans began - 
to curfe in their public prayers: they alfo changed the form of the MAHOMMEDAN 
creed, by giving ait the titleof THe FRIEND oF Gop. Thefe two fects being 
divided, thofe who niaintained the fucceffion of ABUBEKER, OMAR, and osmMan, 
‘called themfelves suixnis, whilft the*followers of a't1.took the name of scHras. 


- Expertence has pfoved that it is‘next to impoffible to keep inankind fteady to 
any form of worthip, even where they profefs the fame faith in effentials ; and if this 
is.the cafe where religion is founded -in truth, as in that of curist, it is no 
wonder-that fo abfurd a -dodtrine as MAHOMMEDANISM, profeffed by fo many 
millions of people, {pread over fuch a vaft tract of country, fhould create divifions 
with regard to ceremonials, and the conftruction of texts, in themfelves 
: : Bae as ee : : inexplicable; 
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Snexplicable; nor is it ftrange that this fhould produce national and irreconcileable 
hatred. It muft further be obferved, that their morals and true notions of lifé 
having, in a great meafure, given place to a martial genius and military fhew, it 
is eafy to conceive the caufe of the long and bloody wars which have been carried 
on between the neighbouring ftates of persra and Turkey. It cannot here be 
improper to mention the method taken by sHaw apas to make a difference in 

“opinion inftrumental to the peace and fecurity of his governmeat. This prince, 
finding in his people a great propenfity to rebellion, gave ati two names, and then 
artfully infinuated, that one ought to be revered in preference to the other; thus 
he promoted fuch a diffention among them as brought both parties the more eafily 
to make him umpire, and fubmit.to his government. ~ ” ° : 

Tue perstans believe the mosaic to have been the true religion before curisT, 
whom alfo they acknowledge to be a true prophet, and teacher fent from cop; but 
that the religion he taught was~contained in a book which, at maHomMED’S 
coming, was taken by the angel GaprizL into heaven, and the kuoraw brought 
‘down in its ftead: this however they do not attempt to prove. They fay alfo, that 
jesus tHRisT did not die upon the crofs; but that another perfon was miraculoufly’ 
brought there in his place: thus confeffing the truth of our saviour’s miffion, but 
confounding it with abfurd fables, ; : 


Tuer common people pray at break of day, noon, and fun-fet; but the HAnNDGEES” 
pray at thefe times, and alfo in the afternoon, and at night. The Mutrau, when 
he goes to prayers, mounts a turret appointed for that purpofe, which over-tops 
the houfes; from whence at day-break, mid-day, and’ evening, he invokes the 
fupreme being, by faying; “‘ O cop, there is but one Gop, MAHQMMED is his 
“prophet, and ati his friend.” After repeating thefe words three times, he 
makes a prayer to this effect, ‘¢ Glory be to the fovereign of the univerfe, and 
“to the judge of the laft day; we glorify thee ; we befeech thee to affift us in 
“ our neceffities, to lead us in thy ways, and in the paths of righteoufnefs, and to 
“ prevent our- falling into the fhares of perdition.” I never obferved thatsthe 
persians have any marks of that falfe modefty which prevails among cHRISTIANS 
of the beft fort, who, to avoid the imputation of affectation, or hypocrify, are as 
jealous to be feen on their knees, as afraid to commit any criminal aétion. Ifa 
bold mafculine piety, and a fincere awful fenfe of the fupreme being, are very con= 
fiftent things, this falfe modefty muft be owing to an error in education. The 
refervednefs of fome curisTIANs is certainly carried-to a great excefs: I have 
known  perfons pious before marriage, confefledly negligent in their devotion after- 
wards, the prejudices of education being fuch as that neither party chofe to be feenon 
their knees; and we all know that any neglect may grow into a habit. Not fo does 
the incomparable mitTon paint our firft parents ; not fo does nature nor reafon 
dictate ; furely this is not what our savrour meant by admonifhing us to retire to 
the clofet; and it is diametrically oppofite to what may be inferred from that 
paffage of fcripture, that the unbelieving party in marriage is faved by the 
believer. Such an excefs of referve, if fuch is common,. mutt be injurious to reli- 
gion, and highly deftructive of the advantages derived to mankind by the example 
of piety, particularly in the matrimonial fate. a 

Vou. 1, ; Hh. THE 
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Tue peestans feem to be under the influence of a certain degree of enthufiafm, 
without which devotion in fome mef is but a languid office: their imaginations are 
warm, and it is probable they receive no common help from thence. . But here 
it may be afked, whether any degree of paffionate warmth is warrantable in de- 
votion? Whether it is effeétual, is alfo a point about which cHRisT1an divines 
feem to differ in their fentiments. If paffion is effential to the make and com. 
pofition of man; if experience evinces, that hardly any of our ations are devoid 
of paffion; if the great art of human life is not to eradicate the paffions, but to 
adopt the proper objects of them; if mankind cannot think fo abftractedly as a pure 

- effort of unmixed reafon implies; I prefume it follows, that some DEGREE of paf- 
fion is warrantable in devotion; that degree will depend on the different turn of 
mens minds, and we may leave the great object of our devotion to determine the 
reft, If cop is the common parent and univerfal friend of mankind, we muft be 
affected towards him, with all the energy of the foul, which cannot be exerted 
-without the affiftance of our paflions: and it ought to be remembered, that to- 

_wards different objeéts the fame paffions affect us differently... We mutt learn to 
think confiftently of the fupreme being, but leave nature to herfelf with regard to 
the manner of the operation of thofe paffions, and not refine the thing away.* Fur- 
ther, if the great object of all the powers and faculties of the foul is cop; if hope, 

» and fear, and Jove, as paffions, belong to any thing more than mere fenfitive life, 
. the exercife of them is due to the great author of nature, and confequently ought 
to be employed in our addrefles to him; for thefe, by their happy mixture,..under 
thé influence and guidance of reafon, conftitute that paffionate warmth which, I 
prefume, is not only warrantable, but in many minds effential. And can it with 
any confiftency be thought, that our savrour’s prayer in HIS PASSION, as proper- 
ly called, was devoid of the paffion.we aré now fpeaking of; if it was not, it will 
follow, that #h proportion to the earneftnefs of: our petitions to heaven, there will 
be a mixture of paffion, though reafon may at the fame time be fupported in its full 
frength, : os 

To return to the PeRstan manner of devotion: ‘after wafhing theméelves,” and 
combing their beards, they often count beads on a ftring, as is the cuftom of fome 
curRisTians, and probably learnt of the ManoMMEDANS, At certain parts of their 
prayer they ftand, then kneel, and then proftrating themfelves on the earth, fet 
their foreheads on a bit of clay, about the fize of acrown piece, fuppofed to be 
brought from mecca, and confequently to have a charm. They always‘ carry it 
about them, tied to the upper part of their arm. They, as well as the cHRisTrans, 
make their. prayers long, in contradiction to the experience of mankind, how 
laborious a tafk it is to keep all the faculties of .the foul awake for a fhort interval. 
* Let thy words be few,” is an admonition well fuited to the weaknels of human 

. nature; though the obfervance of it may argue the ftrength of the underftanding. 
It isa fhrewd remark, that there is a great difference between praying, and fay- 
ing of prayers; and that we ought not to expeét that cop will attend to our 
prayers, if we do not attend to them ourfelves. Befides, if a life {pent in the fear 
of cop, and obedience to his laws, is‘one continued prayer to him; will he re- 
quire a multiplicity of words? Will he demand a longer attention than the mind 
is capable of, or the duties of life will permit? I do not. mean by this aaa . 

: : : end: 


3 


s 


would otherwife be efteemed a grofs violation of their law. 
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end any afiiftance in countenancing the indolence and impiety which reign fo much 
among fome curistians, but to recommend an aweful approach of the deity ; 
and in our private addrefiés to him, to fpend as much time in preparing the mind, 
as in the addrefs itlelf, and not deftroy the dignity; and, as we may fear, the 
efficacy of the duty, by a carelefs and abrupt intrufion into the more immediate 
Prefence of the aweful majefty of heaven. 3 : 


THE MAHOMMEDANS having certain ftated hours for prayer, are punctual in the, 
obfervance of this duty, and, to all appearance, perform it, with more atrention 
than the curistians generally do: and though the perstans are become {0 ex- 
tremely immoral, yet they give one proof of religion vaftly fuperior to the cur1s- 
Traws: for I never could ob€rve, that they mentioned the name of the fupreme 
being, except upon jolemn occafions ; or at feaft, in a refpectful manner, 


THE persrans have fome of the JEWIsH rites among them; and alfo this pecu- 
liarity, that when they pray, they never permit the image of any fenfible object to 
be before them; nor is it permitted to pray with any thing of gold about them, as 
if, ic was efteemed an object of idolatry. They invoke the interceffion of the depar- 
ted fouls of fome of their prophets and pious men, ee Fa8 


. As to faperftition, 1 have already given numerous inftances how inclined the 


PERSIANS are to it, A MAHOMMEDAN is offended if a perfon applies to any mean 
ufe a written paper, left it fhould contain the name of the fupreme being. This 
‘may plead in its excuée that reverence which all mankind owe to the deity; but for 
their other fuperttitions, they are for the moft part much lefs confiftent : as for in- 
flance, a MAHOMMEDAN, ftrictly fpeaking, is not only defiled by the touch of any 
thing belonging to a hog, but even, they fay, by a fhoe, when it is made by an 
end where a hog’s briftle has been ufed, - ; 


THE MAHOMMEDANS have numerous fectaries, as well as the CHRISTIANS, 
Napir was no bigot, nor in the leaft given to fuperftition: on the contrary, he 
expofed the blunders of their favorite Prophet aut, and even of nanommen, and 
the fallacies of many popular opinions, of which I fhall have occafion to mention 
more hereafter. “4 : . 4 fa = 

Tue external obligations of juttice and ‘charity are oftentimes overlooked among 
the MAHOMMEDANS, as well as among people of a better religion : they have found * 
out the art of cheating their own fouls, by endeavouring to reconcile religion and 
oppreffion. Extortion is forbidden by the MAHOMMEDAN law; but fuppofe a necef- 
fitous perfon wants twenty crowns for twoor three months only; there ate many 
nftances of requiring a quarter of a batman of filk, which, at the common value, is 
four crowns. ‘The obligation is made thus: Having lent fuch a perfon fo much, I 
buy of him fuch a thing, for which I am to pay fo much. Thus they reconcile what 

Tue peRstans have folar and lunar years, by which they regulate their different 
concerns. he new years day * of their folar year is on the tenth’of march; bur 
; Hhe cel a, their 
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“their moveable feafts and fafts depend on the lunar year. They have two great 

. tafts, which, they fay, were commanded by cop, who gave MAHOMMED orders 
to inftitute them for the expiation of their fins: in this time they eat nothing in 
the day, bue at night they make two or three meals of the fame kind of food as 
‘ufual. As to the other divifions of time, their weeks are the fame as ours, and 
their days confift of twenty four hours, which they reckon in the fame manner as~ 
the ITALIANS. . 


Tue TurKisn language is the moft common in Persia; it prevails on the 
fouthern coaft of the casPrAN, as well as in thofe provinces which were formerly 
conquered by the TURKS, aS SHIRVAN and ADERBEITZAN 3 but the illiterate peo- 
ple fpeak a barbarous mixture ; and I obferved a different dialect in cu1tan and 
MAZANDERAN: the pure persic is little known but in the fouthern parts, on the 
coaft of the persian gulph, and the confines of ARABIA; but particularly in 
isranan. In matters of learning they ule the aRaBIaN language, in which 
is depoficed the greateft part of that knowledge for which the Persians were once 
diftinguifhed : and the politer’ people are fond of ARABIAN words, which renders 
their difcourfe the lef intelligible to men of inferior rank, The. learned lan- 
guages, familiar to EUROPEANS, are not known amongft them. As time feems to 
have made no change in the cuftoms of asta, but the fame manners remain as we 
read of two thoufand years ago, fo the language, particularly of the Persians, has 
the fame idiom and fublimity of expreffion. ae 


Tury write as the ueprews, from the right to “the left, and often range their 
lines in an arbitrary manner; fo that upon one leaf of paper they fometimes write 
in ten different directions, and this only to thew the writer’s ability in obferving the 
proportion of words and lines in each. . : 


Tue want of curiofity, even in fome of their people of diftin€tion, is very re- 
markable: it is true, the greateft part of thefe are of mean parentage and education, 
and are fallen very low in point of knowledge, though they have good natural parts: 
this is indeed pie lefs furprizing, as reading, the firft ftep to knowledge, of late 
years has been as little taught to thofe bred to armé, as to the vulgar; we may fay, 
it is more peculiar to the MutLans. They allo. fall into great abfurdity in ther 
manner of inftruéting; I have obferved their boys reading leflons out of the KHORAN 
in araBic, which they do not underftand; and, to add to this farce, as they fit, 
they make a motion with their head and body, alledging that this helps ftudy : thus 
does affectation fupply the place of real learning. They acknowledge that the EUROr 
pEANS have two eyes, and themfelves but one; or, in other words, that we have 
knowledge, and an unive fal fkill in arts and fciences, to many of which they are 
entire ftrangers: and, if I miftake not, their prefent method of education is not 
likely to remove this evil. oP ws 


Tuvs the revolutions of time, and the changes to which human affairs are fub- 

_-4est, in confequence of mens iniquity, have involved thofe nations in ignorance, 

who once enjoyed all the, advantages which could grace and adorn human. nature, 
and were diftinguithed as, patterns of learning and politencfs. 
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WITHA 
JOURNEY along the weftern coaft of the CASPIAN 
in MDCCXLVI. 


CHAP. LIL 


Two Britis fadfors in RUSSIA attempt to open a new trade into independegt TARTARYS 
with the feveral adventures that befel them. * 


S I am now upon my departure from prrsra, I fhall introduce the journals — 
A of forne other travellers on the eaftern and weltern coaft of the casPIAN, 
particularly as thefe gentlemen were perfonally known to me, and had a connexion 
' with the affairs of the Russia company ; to thefe I fhall join Mr. vAN MIEROP’s 
journal to MEscuep. As thefe journals are not verbofe, and their authority is 
good, they mutt afford fome fatisfaQion to the curious. It may be obferved,. 
that half the pleafure in this kind of reading, is to compare the relation witht 
the map, and render that an object of fenfe, which is otherwife. abftracted. 
This method helps at leaft in fixing the idea of the thing related, in.a more perma. 
nent degree. : : 


Wuust Mr, enron was ufing his endeavours for opening # trade over the cas». 
pian fea, Mr. Georcs THOMPson and Mr. REYNOLD HOGG undertook to eftablith: 


a commercial intercourfe with KHIEVA, BOKHARA, aid other parts of TarTaRy, of ~~ 


which they give the following account. 
* 
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« On the 26th of february 1740, we fet out from st. PETERSBURG with a fmall 
quantity of goods, expecting to return by the end of the enfuing winter. Our 
intention was to learn, if any trade could be carried on amongft the TARTARS, 


* partidularly thofe of xa1zv and. BOKHARA. 


« Passtne through the cities of MOSCO, VOLODIMUR, MuROM,.and ARSAMAS, 
april the 6th we arrived at SAMARA, which is fituated on the eait-fide of the 


© yoLGA, at the diftance of one thou fandeight hundred werfts* from st. PETERS- 


nuRG. SAMAaRA being the laft place in RussIa in our rout, we procured the - 
neceflary difpatches of the governor, who had the command of the TARTAR 
expedition, The 12th of june we proceeded on our journey, under a convoy, 
and. travelling fouth-eaft to a defert three hundred werfts, we arrived the 17th at 
yarsk, a town belonging to the cossacks, who are fubjects of Russia. Here 
we changed our EUROPEAN for raxrar habits, and providing ourfelves with 
camels, horfes, and other neceffaries, we difcharged our RUSSIAN attendants. 
It was not without the utmoft difficulty that we perfuaded fome KHALMUCKS 
and TARTARS to engage in our fervice: the cossacks of the yazix abfolutely 
refufed, giving us many inftances of the diftrefies of their own people, who had 
been plundered and made flaves in attempting to gO tO KHIEVA 3 but we were 
refolved to encounter all difficulties, A chief of the KIRGEESE TAR TARS had fent 
us twa perfons as guides: and we flattered ourfelves that the authority of their 


_chief would be an incucement to their fidelity inour defence. . 





« Finpine other Kircrese, who weie returning home from yariK with mer- 
chandize, we joined them, making in all about twenty perfons on horfeback ; 
our goods were loaden on camels. The 26th of june we fet out on our journey, 
and travelled due eaft about fixty werfts every day, through a defert without any 
road or path; the TARTARS directing their courfe by remarkable hills and 
rivulets, well known to them.” We were obliged to keep watch night and day, : 
knowing, that when parties meet, the weakeft, even if they are of the fame 
worpDa’, ate fubjeét to many inconveniences, and if they are of different 
Horpas, they kill thofe who are advanced in age, and make flaves of the young 


people. 


. of. Pay 
Own the 7th of july we perceived a party at a diftance, and our companions 
purfued, and took three KHALMucKs, with feven horfes. This was efteemeda ° 
legal, and a valuablé prize, and was attended with this further advantage, that 
we procured intelligence of the HoRDA we were in queft of. ; 


s¢ Jury the rtth, we fell in with a par of xircrEse, with whom moft of our 
: P 


company remained; fo that we were conftrained to continue our journey with 
our two guides only. We proceeded north-eaft till the 16th, when we arrived 
near the HorDa of our friend, JEAN BEEK BATER: he made us the compliment 
of fending his fon, with feveral other relations, to meet us, who conducted us 
the next day to his KkapitKka‘. On seckoning our diftance, we found it eight 

Pes oe * hundred 


¥ One thoufand two hundred miles. : 5 A tribe of TARTARS. 
© Tent of the nature already defcribed to be in ufe among the KHALMUCKS. 
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“ hundred. werfts from the river “yaErK. This TaRTaR-chief was fitting on a 
** carpet in his tent: he arofe, and bid us welcome, and making us fit down with 
‘“ him, he took a large dith of Kumezsz +, which he drank, and made us do the 
“ fame. We gave him fome fimall prefents, which he immediately divided amongft 
‘* the company. Some days after we made him a more valuable prefenr, telling 
* him thai our defign in going to KKIEVA, was to fx and carry on a trade there ; 
** in which, if we fucceeded, we fhould bring mtich larger cargoes; and then it 
“* would be more in our power to requite him for all his favours: in anfwer to 
“* which he afftred us, that we might command all the fervice in his power, to 
** forward our defign; and infifted that we. fhould continue with him till the ex- 
“treme heat was abated, and refreth our cattle, which, from hard travelling, 
“« were in a very weak condition. : 


“ THE KIRGEESE TARTARS poflefs a very extenfive trac of land, having the 
“ BASHKEERT TARTARS to the north, the black KHALMUCKS, with the city of 
“ TasHcuND to the eaft, the KARAKULPACK. TaRTARS and the arat lake to the 
“ fouth, and the river yazrK to the weft. They are divided into three norDas,’ 
“under the government of a KHAN. That part which borders on the russtan: : 
** dominions, was under the authority of sean BEEK, whole name on all occafions. - 
** was honored with the title of BATER >. - es cae ” 

: : : : 

-“ Turty live in tents made of wooden ftakes, and covered with a felt of camels. 
“hair; this they fix or remove with great eafe, whenever they change their 
“ quarters, and they never ftay above two or three days in a place. They feed on 
“ horfe-flefh, mutton, and -venifon, and drink fermented mare’s milk to excefs 5 
“ fo that they often intoxicate themfelves with it. They have no grain, nor any 
“ kind of bread. When they go upon an expedition they take a imall quantity 
“of cheefe, which they call crue; this being diffolved in water, is their chief 
fuftenance during their journey, Money is hardly known among them; their 

“riches confift in cattle, fox, and wolf furrs,’ which they exchange with: their 
. “ neighbours for cloaths, and other neceffaries.. What little religion they have,. 

“is MAHOMMEDANISM, and their language has a great affinity with that of the 

“turks. They are a ftrong robuft people, but rude, ignorant, and treacherous.. 
They are very civil to ftrangers, whilft thefe continue under their protection ; for 
vs they efteem it the greateft difhonor to affront a gueft: but no fooner is he 

“departed, than his profefféd friend and protector will fometimies be the firit 
perfon to rob him, and happy if he efcapes without being made a flave. 


« 


“ THESE KIRGEESE TARTARS have very little fenfe of many atrocious crimes,., 
“ particularly robbery. Their ordinary punifhment in this cafe; is only refticution: 
“ to the perfon robbed; and for murder the lofs of their. goods: fometimes indeed, 
“for the latter, the criminal and his whole family, are delivered up into flavery to- 
* the relations of the deceafed. i 


« We 


* Mare’s milk fermented... © THis word fignifies hero,. 
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© We remained with yran Brex, and travelled in-his company till the 8th of 
«+ auguft, when we found ourfelves in the latitude of fifty-one and a half, five-days 
*« journey to the eat fourh-eatt of ornenBuRG. This city was lately buile by the 
<< RussIANs; as a barrier againft the KIRGEESE and KARAKULPACK TARTARS*, 


and likewife with a view of opening a trade with them for furrs, gold-duft, 
«and rhubarb. 


oi 


"« Havine received direCtions from JEAN BEEK, and. taking one of ‘his relations 
+¢ for our guide, we joined a caravan of KiroEEsE and TURKUMAN TARTARS, 
about fixty in number. With thele we travelled fouth-weft near fifty werfts a 
* day for eight days: we met feveral parties, but received no harm from them ; 
« although feveral ruRKUMANS joined us, who, after having been robbed of their 
« effeéts, had with great difficulty efcaped with their lives. 


‘© Avoust the 6th, we reached the arat lake, which is reckoned twenty-two 
«© days journey from orzNBuRG, and twelve from the river yAIEK. We travelled 
fouth along a very high and rocky fhore, where we were fcarce able to get any 
« water once in two days; and this was fo bitter and falt, that neceffity only 
«+ obliged us to drink of it, The karakuvpacks inhabit the eaft fhore of this 
Jake, where the river s1rr falls into it, and the aRAL TARTARS the fouth-fhore,. 
where it receives the great river amo. The latter ufe only fmall fifhing-boats, 
‘s and never venture far from the fhore. It is faid that a perfon cannot conve- 
“ piently ride round this lake in lefs than thirty-five days, being computed above 
& one thoufand encuisu miles. There are abundance of wild horfes, affes, 
** antelopes, and wolves ; here is alfo a very fierce creature, called JoLBART, not 


“ unlike a tyger, which the rartars fay is of fuch prodigious ftrength as to 
* carry off a horfe. ; ; ‘ 


66 


«© Sspremper the 3d, we left the lake, and arrived at a valley full of bruh. wood, 
« and almoit knee deep of ftagnated water. We were informed that this was the 
s¢’ channel of the river oxus, which had run betwixt the anaL lake and the casp1aN 
¢ fea, but was topped up by the TaRTARs many ages fince *, 
« THe sth, we came to the city jurcantz, which appeared to have been a 
“ large place; but now was entirely in ruins, no other building remaining than a 
« mofque. Here our company were very devout: they offered their prayers to ° 
& heaven for their fafe journey, and then went: in fearch of gold, which they faid, 

* they had frequently foun walhed out by the rains from amongft the ruins of 
this city. We travelled on fouth-eaft till the 8th, when we arrived at fome 
villages belonging to the TarTars of KarEva. On the-gth, our company left - 
us, and with our guide only we proceeded due weft nine hours, and reached 
the city of KurEva, which is feventeen days journey diftant from the caspian 


7 “© fea, 


© 


we 


ae 


* In 1748 and 1749 thefe TaRTARS brought about forty thoufand pounds fterling value in filver, and 
drove a confiderable trade with the gusstans 3 the greateft part of this filver was the plunder of the PER- 
51aN camp in 1747, on the occafion of the maflacre of NADIR SHAH. ; 

» See page go. 
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“fea, and from onensuRG thirty-three, computing a day’s journey to be forty 
“ RuSssIAN werlts 4 


~ “ We took our lodgings in a caravanferai, which was avery mean building. 
** Here our goods and baggage were immediately fearched and valued, for which 
“we paid duty five per cent. - We had then full liberty to fell them; but we 
** could not difpofe of a fufficient value to maintain ourfelves and our cattle: for 
“* NADIR SHAH, who was then on his return from INDIA, was expected to make 
* this place a vific; fo that it was our misfortune to arrive when the {tate began to 
“be in great confufion. The people were fo infatuated as to think themfelves a 
“ match tor the Persrans; but when they heard that the san was with them in 
** perfon, they were greatly terrified. 


“ A Few days after our arrival, one of the KIRGEESE came to us by night from 
“* our guide, and informed us, that if we confulted our own fafety, we mutt 
* return immediately ; that the company we had parted with on the gth, had been 
“* plundered by the rur KUMANS, and feveral of them killed; thac they durit not 
“ ftay longer in thefe parts; but were refolved to make up their lofs on the 
“ road by reprifals, Finding he made no impreffion on us, he took his leave, 
“ promifing to return in the fpring, in company with our guide, if the country 
“ was in peace. Kareva lies in the latitude of thi ty-eight and a half, and is the 
“¢ refidence of a KHAN. It is Gituated on a rifing Pround, has three gates, and is 
“defended by a ftrong wall of earth, very thick, and much higher than the 
“ houfes:: it has turrets at {mall diftances, and a broad deep ditch fullof water. 
“ The-place is large, but the houfes are low, the greateft part of them being: built 
* with mud; the roofs are flat, and covered with earth. It commands a pleafant 

* “ profpect of the adjacent plains, which, by the induftry of the inhabitants, are 
“ rendered very fertile. . aa: 


Tue dominions of kureva are of fo fmall extent, that a perfon may ride round 
“them in three days; it has five walled cities, all within half a day’s journey of 
“each other. The knan is abfolute, and entirely independent of any other power, 
“except the MULLAH BASHI, or high prieft, by whom he is controled. The 
‘+ KIEVINSKI TART ARS differ very little from the KIRGEESE ; but furpafs them in 

“cunning and treachery. -Their manners are the fame, only that the KiRGEESE 

““ live in tents, whilft the others inhabit cides and villages. Their only trade is 
~ “© with Boxuara and persra, whither they carry cayge, furrs, and hides, all which 
“ they have from the KrrcEgse and TURKUMAN TARTARS, who often prove very 
“ troublefome neighbours to them. “The place itfelf produces little more than cot- 
“ton, lamb-furrs, of a very mean quality; and a finall quantity of raw filk, 
“ fome of which they manufacture, 


XY 


“ Tse confumption of rvropgan -cloth, -and other commodities, is incon- 
“ fiderable, as is the whole trade of this place; fo that no profit can be expected 
“any ways proportioned to the rifque. The duty on all goods belonging ‘to 
“ curIsTIANs is live per cent. and to all others who are not of the MAHOMMEDAN 

Vou. I. - di faith: 


. Twenty feven ExGLisu miles. 
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« faich + but on the goods of ManomMepans only two and a half per cent. . The, 
& whole revenue arifing to the KHAN does not amount to one hundred ducats 
‘+ yearly, Their coin is dueats of gold, each weighing one MUSCAL, OF three 
“ penny-weight ENGLISH 5 ‘alfo tones, afmall piece of copper, of which one 
‘ thoujand five hundred are equal to a ducat. Their weights are the great BATMAN, - 

« equal to eighteen Ib. Russian, and the leffer BATMAN nine and a quarter, which 

* they divide into halves, quarters, and fmaller parts. Their meafure is called Gaz, 
® equal to twelve inches ENGLISH.” ‘ 


‘Tusse factors remained jn xureva till the 15th of december, the PERSIANS: 
having in ‘the interim-taken poffeffion of this place, the particulars of which I fhall 
anfert in the life of naptr. The fmall quantity of goods which they had with 
them, were fold to the PERSIANS; but.not being able to recover the money, Mr, 
nooe was obliged to remain there, intending to return home by the fame rout he 
came, whilft Mr, rHoMPSON proceeded to BOKHARA, defigning to return home 
through PERSIA, and over the CASPIAN feaxe The TARTARS whom Mr. Hocc: 
expected as a convoy, having been attacked by the TURKUMANS, were driven back 
to their own country, except thofe who loft their lives in a fkirmifh. Hence it 
was not till the 6th of april 1741, that he left Knieva; and finding that the 
sURKUMANS were roving upon the weftern, fide of the art lake, he paffed the 
amo, and travelling eaftward to the country of the KHARAKHULPACKS, in fifteen 
: days he croffed the river siRR, which falls into that lake, and thence proceeding. 
in fearch of JEAN BEEK, the chief of the KIRGEESE TARTARS, he was fet upon by 
feventeen of them, and plundered, narrowly efcaping with his life. He found. 
_ means however to make his complaint to JEAN BEEK, who was gone upon an 
expedition againft the black KHALMUcKs, and obtained reftitution of part of what 
he had been robbed of, with a promife of the remainder; which was never fulfilled. 
Tt was as good fortune as he could expect to get fafe to ORENBURG $ and from 
thence in the next fpring he arrived in $v. PETERSBURG, to the great fatisfaction of 
his friends. : ; : 


Mae. THOMPsoN, whom we left proceeding to BOKHARA, . gave the following 
account of the remainder of his journey: ‘ Fwent to azarist, the laft city in. 
« the dominions of KHrEVA, and the caravan which I had joined, croffed the amo 
« in boats: we travelled five days along the eaftern. banks of that river; then 
*« ‘we provided a fupply of waters. and entered a fandy defert, taking very little reft” 
“ till our arrival at. BOKHARA.. be : 


t Tuis is a large and populous city, lying in the latitude thirty-nine and a half, 
«¢ three days journey to the northward of the river aMo; it is the refidence of thes 
« xpan, who is entirely. abfolute, though his power extends very little beyond 
“ the city. The adjacent country is called TURKISTAN, and is governed by feveral 
“© gezKs, or chiefs, who are wholly independent of each.other,. as: well. as of. the 
«© KHAN Of BOKHARA.. ve 


ba Tae town is fituated on a rifing- ground, with a flender-wall of earth, anda 


“© dry ditch: the houfes are low, and Pei Bye of mud: byt the caravanferais 
eee, Moy Vey Hoole ~ a 
bees oe oft Day cen |, arte . 
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** and the mofques,'.which are numerous, are all of brick: the BazArs, of 
** market-places, have been ftately buildings, but are now the greateft part of 
* them in ruins; thefe are generally built of brick and ftone. Here is alfo a 
* ftately building of the fame materials, appropriated for the education of priefts, 
“* who receive very confiderable profits by their publick difcourles on the different 
‘* points of their religion, which is the fame as that of the rurxs. They differ 
*< from the PERSIANS, not only in regard to MaHOMMED’s fucceffor, but in parti- 
*¢ cular ceremonies: their hatred to the eersians is much greater than to the 
“© curisTians, and they efteem themfelves equally unclean by touching either’ 
“¢ of them; never omitting to wath themfelves immediately after leaving ither ’ 
** company. : aa 

“ Tue place is not efteemed unhealthy as to the air and foil; but the water is 
“ fo very bad, that many of the inhabitants are confined feveral months in the 
“ fummer by worms in their flefh, which. they call rrsuras: fome of thefe, 
** when taken out of their bodies, prove to be above forty inches long. There 
** are alfo'ferpents and fcorpions which infeft their houfes; and are very venomous; 
“the fting of the fcorpion caufes great pain, and fometimes death: the. moft 
_“ effectual remedy they find for the immediate cure of this diftemper is to bruife 
“* the fcorpion, and apply it to the wound. . ‘ ih 


. Tue inhabitants of this city are more civilized and’ polite than thofe of 
“ kureva; but they are alfo cowardly, cruel, effeminate, and extremely pers 
** fidious. Great numbers of sews and arasrans frequent this place; though 
“ they are much oppreffed, and’ often deprived of their whole poffeffions by the 
“ kuan, or his attendants, who feize them at their pleafure; and notwithftanding 
** they pay moft heavy taxes, it is criminal in them to be rich. 

“. Tue trade of soxnara is much declined from what it was formerly : their 
* product is cotton, lamb-furrs, down, rice, and cattle; and they manufacture 
‘« foap, cotton-yamn, and callicoe, which they carry to pEersra, and receive 
“returns in all forts of manufactures of that country; fuch as velvet, filk; 
“cloth, and fafhes: woollen-cloth is alfo brought hither from persia, as likewife 
“ fhalloons, indigo, coral, and cochineal. They have rhubarb, -mufk, - and 
“ caftorium, and many other valuable drugs from the black. kHaLMucKs and 
“rascucunD. Formerly they received lapis-lazuli, and other ‘precious ftones, 
“ from BIDDUKHSHAN, the capital of the country of that’name, which is computed 
““fixteen days journey from poxwara. But the late wars, andthe frequent 
“ robberies on the roads, make it difficult to procure any of thefe commodities ; 
“ fo that they are carried through another channel. The Kaan and his officers 
“ are poffeffed of very rich jewels; but never difpofe of them, unlefs in cafes 
“ of the greateft neceflity, and even then they are jealous of their being carried out 
“* of the country. : 7 ; 


“Tuey make very little confumption of european commodities: as to cloth, 
“ they ufe it moftly in caps ;- but no foreign commodity bears a price proportionable 
“to th: rifque of bringing it to market. © | ; 

: ; Tia” (2 Parr 
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« Tyre money is ducats of gold, weighing a Muscat or three penny-weight 
ENGLISH, alfo a piece of copper, which they call. Toncas, that pafs at fitty 
to eighty to a ducat, according to their fize. They have no filver money of 
their own coin; but fince napir sHaH took this place, the PERSIAN and IN« 
pian filver coin is very current amongft them. 


oe 
“ 
« 
“ 


“ Tue meafure in BoxHARA is the Gaz, equal to thirty-one inches tnctisu; but 
they always meafure cloth by the persran meature of- forty inches. . Their 
‘¢ weights are the BATMANS, Containing fixteen pRuMsERS; which lait they divide 
“into halves, quarters, &c.. each DRUMSER containing one tbovfand three hun- ~ 
dred and feventy-five muscas, of which eighty-five and a half are equal to a 
* Russtan pound: fo that the BOKHARIAN BATMAN is above fixteen pounds. 


“ 


“ Tue duty, on all imported goods, belonging either to natives or foreigners, 
is one per cent. and on goods exported ten per cent. The revenue from this duty 
“ ig reckoned one thoufand ducats yearly in time of peace, which but feldom hap- 
‘© pens. The persran and TARTAR languages are both fpoken here; but all their 
“ writings are in the PERSIAN tongue.” . 7 


Mr. THOMPSON continued at BoKHARA tiJl may; when we received notice that 
the araL TARTARs had plundered all round xu1zva; and Mr. Hoco, as already 
related, happened to be an unfortunate fufferer. . As the rarTars had befet all the 
roads, and cut off feveral caravans coming from mescuEDs threatning even 
BokHARA itfelf, Mr, THOMPSON continued impatient till the endof july, having no 
profpect during that time of travelling with any fecurity. Several people, who hac 
efcaped from KHIEVA gave an account that the ousszcs had recovered that place, 
and deftroyed the PersIAN KHAN, with all his attendants. Upon this the communi- 
cation with kureva was prohibited, the PeRstans intending them a fecond vifit; 
for which purpofe they had ordered provifions for a large body of men, 


Tue road to persta being now the only fafe way of returning to Russia, at length 
he joined fome merchants, who, having hired people to conduc them through by- 
roads into persia, were refolved to run all hazards. He gives the following ac- 
count of the remainder of his journey. ‘¢ On the 8th of auguft we fet out, and 
‘© travelled eaft, paffing through several ouszEc villages tifl the 12th. After turn- 
ing to the fouth, and travelling through deferts, we came the 16th to the river 
* amo, and croffed it at KIRKig, a fort belonging to the ouspecs, fubject.to pzr« 
* sta: here we paid a {mall duty, and proceeded fouth-eaft through deferts till the 
“ orft, when we arrived at ANTHUY, an OUSBEG city; computed, in the direck 
‘* road, to be only three daysjourney from BOKHARA,—- . : 

° é 

“« Turs country was then entirely fubject to the PERSIANS, who: carry on a great 
“© trade in cattle. Here we were ‘detained ten days, waiting for a caravan, which 
“¢ was difpatched. the 3 1ft,. when we: fet forward, and travelled weit through 
“© narrow vallies bounded by high mountains. Having paffed feveral villages which 
‘« weie deferted by the ousBEGS, we arrived the 6th of teptember at MARGIEHAK, 


Y + © the 
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** the firft PERsraw city on that fide. This is a very ftrong place, furrounded by 
“* a double wall, and governed by a kHaw: it has a garrifon of five hundred men, 
“and is defended by feveral pieces of cannon, In fummer it is very unhealthy, 
“‘ by reafon of the frequent peftilential winds, which often kill thofe who 
*“ are expofed to them. To fecure themfelves againit this inconveniency, the 
‘* people hide themfelves under ground, or falling fat on the earth, cover them- 
“* felves with wet cloaths, till thefe winds blow over. The cattle which are 
** moft expofed, are generally deftroyed by thefe winds, though they are bnt of a 
fhort continuance, During our ftay here, which was only four days, moft of 
the people in the caravans fell fick, and great part of. the cattle, which was their- 
chief merchandize, died; : : : : oO 


a 
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“© On the rith, we travelled {till weft, through dry and fandy deférts, where 
we got only two pots of water during four days, and this was fo bitter, and 
{melt fo {trong of fulphur, that the cattle would hardly drink it. On the 15th, 
continuing our journey by a high ridge of rocks, and a fmail rivulet of falt - 
water, we came at length into a beaten road. We paffed through many villages, 
‘the greateft part of which were deferted : thofe which were inhabited being chiefly 
AFGHANS, brought from the new-conquered dominions, _The country herea- 
bouts is very dry, barren and mountainous. - fs : 
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“ Sepremper the 22d, we arrived at MESCHED, the capital of KHORASAN, ‘and, — 
the favorite city of Naprr. It was at this time governed by his fon riza 
“ KOULI MyRZa: it is fituated to the north of a tidge of mountains, and is well 
“ fupplied with’ water, which is brought hither in an aquedu@ from a great, 
“ diftance: in time of peace it is a place of great trade; caravans are employed 
‘* daily from BOKHARA, BALKH, BIDDUKHSHAN, KANDAHAR, and INDIA; as well: 
“as from all parts of persta. The BAZARS, or market-places are large and well: 
“built, filled with rich merchandize, and frequented by great numbers of people 
. of different nations. There were computed about ninety caravanferais in this. 
“city, all in good repair. Great numbers of people were fent hither by wapir 
“ suaH from all parts of pErsta, as well as from the new-conquered dominions ; 
“and all other means were ufed to make it a flourifhing city; it is fourteea days 
“ journey diftant from BoKHARA by the direct road, twenty from BALKH, twenty- 
“ fix from BippUKHSHAN, and thirty from KANDAHAR. : : 


+ 


Tue account which Mr. van MiEROP gave of the trade of mzscuen three years 
afterwards, plainly fhews how rapid a progrefs nabIR sHan made in the tuin of 
PERSIA, even of this favorite city. _ Revere 


“ 
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4M fuccinét account of the diftances and appearance of the country between CASBIN and 
- mescueD, as reported by Mr. VAN MIEROP. . 


§ Lhave already given fome idea of the nature of the country between REsHD 
A and casBin, the following extract of Mr. van mreRop’s journal will exhibit 
a view of the country from CASBIN to MESCHED, which was defigned to have been 
the great mart for our CASPIAN trade. : —_ 


« From caspin we pafied over a large plain that produced nothing but thiftles, 
s* which the inhabitants ufe as fuel, and food for camels. After travelling about 
“© twenty-five ENGLISH miles, we arrived at the village SHEKENDIE. Our journey, 
« Jay fill through the plains, on which are feveral fpots of arable land: we tra- 
“yelled thirty miles, and finifhed our {tage at the caravanferal YENGI IMAM 3 
« continuing yet on the fame plain as far as the caravanferai cara, thirty miles: 
“the next day we pafied over feveral bridges and fmall rivers, and advanced 
« thirty miles to T@HIRAN, in all about one hundred and ‘fifteen miles, the 
*¢ country being bordered by high mountains on the north and fouth from cassin. 
s Tmiran is acity enclofed with a wall of earth, which has many round turrets ; 
« bur the whole is much decayed: here we found provifions in plenty, and the 
s bread exceeding good. * ; 


rs 
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= #6 Our next ftage was thirty-five miles diftant to the great-caravanferai KEBUD 
& wumerp, near which is a lofty turret covered with glazed tiles. The foil is 
indifferently fertile, but not fufficiently watered. From hence we travelled to 
« syANCKEEF; the land was rich and well watered, but uncultivated. ‘The next 
4° day we advanced thirty miles to the village KARA, paffing by a rock of falt, which 
_« jg covered with a thin coat of earth and moffy fub{tance. From hence we pro- 
«* ceeded two miles to the village PAHDE, where we fownd the country well culti- 
«¢ yated, and abounding in waiter. DEHnMAMECK Caravanferai is the next ftage, at 
« the diftance of twenty miles, the land hereabout is either clay or gravel, and the 
s¢ water fo falt we could not drink it. From thence to the village PocuL aK az is thirty 
4 miles: the road lies on a plain, which is interfected by feveral ridges of finall 
se hills. The village DESORGE lay in our way, at the diftance of ten miles, the 
«© road of gravel, and very ftony. From thence, at the foot of feveral hills, 
& we travelled fifteen miles to. ssMNON,qyhere it is fuppofed Mr. cr 2M * was 
«¢ murdered.. Afcending the hills we proceeded thirty-five miles to the caravan- 
* ferai aHUAN; thence travelling over feveral hills and valleys, for twenty-four 
* miles, we came to the caravanferai KosHaw, fituated in an extended plain, on 
which are different villages, in a rich, arable and well watered country. 
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a This was the faélor who art fet out with JOHN ELTON, 
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** Leavine the road which leads to MAZANDERAN, we travelled twenty-nine 
miles over a fertile country to DaMGOON*, This has formerly been a very neat 
town, but now three quarters of it are in ruins: the country from hence 
is more ftony and barren,’ Travelling undet the mountains on the north fide 
of us for thirty-three miles, we came to DEMONLAH. The country from hence to 
BEKEIST is well peopled and watered, and the {vil tich; from the laft mentioned. 
place the plain rifes with a gradual afcent to the hills on the fouth. We travelled 
thence forty miles to Mey a Ey 5 our rout lay along the fide of the hills, where 
we found a number of people from KOUHESTAN, living in tents made of black hair 
cloths, Having travelled fifty miles we arrived at the caravanferai MEONDASHT, _ 
From hence to ABASABAD is, with variety of foils, twenty-five miles: We paf- 
fed feveral hills of a flaty copper-coloured (tone, and advanced ten miles to a river 
upon which is a bridge, called PULABRISHIM, near the village MezInan, . The 
waters which flow from the mountains on the north-fide, are extremely {alt, and. 
come down with that impetuofity as frequently to overflow the bridge. The: 
country hereabout was rich and populous, being covered with villages, and abun- 
dance of cattle. We wenton twenty-three miles to.the caravanferai ravrize, which 
was new and clean 5 from thence to the village menor is fix miles, 


“* Passtne over a fertile and well-manured country though CHOSROGERD, we: 
advanced eighteen miles to SEBSAWAR *, which is a confiderable walled town, 
and has a.good market; from hence we pafied over a lain, and feveral fmal] 
hills, thirty-three miles to the caravanferai sarrant + leaving this place, and 
paffing over hills and plains twenty-one. miles to HAUZESINK, we proceeded to an 
encampment, mot of the people here living in tents. Our next flage was thirty~ 
one miles, through a populous Country well watered, and abounding in corn, 
to NISHABOOR, Which we found well inhabited, and in Pretty good condition ;. 
and’ though fmall, it has a good market-place. From hence to KADEMGAH is. 
twenty-one miles, through a country diverfified with hills and plains ; near this place 
is a mofque covered with blue glazed tiles, which the PERSIANS hold in fome 
veneration. From hence there is a fhort cut over the hills to MESCHED, but 
it is paffable, only in fummer. -Our next journey was twenty-one miles over 
ftony plains and hills to the Caravanferai TiKiR Dave; thence twenty-one miles. 
over the north part of the hills to the Caravanterai CUMBEZDIRAS; from thence 


* crofs fteep ftony hills: twenty-feven miles to the Caravanterai TULOOK ; from:. 


thence over a plain, it is fix miles to MESCHED. The whole dittance from 
RESHD is feven hundred and eighty-two ENGLISH miles ¢, according to the neareft 
computation we could. make from the hours we were on the road, always travel- 
ling an equal pace.” — . . 


* Here was fought the memorable battle between the prastans and the AFGHANS in 1729s, 


which reinftated Tatas. De wise places this town much farther to the weftward. 


Here s4an TEMAS was confined, £ This feems to be rather too Jarge a computation, 


unlefs we allow for a great circuit, 
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CH A P. LIV. 


. 


Extraél of a journal? relating to the rout of the russian embaffy into PERSIA i7 17465 
with a defeription of the countries from ASTRACHAN as far as DERBEND. 


se ER imperial majefty ELszABETH PETROWNA, emprefs of all the russras, 
$8 having been pleafed to fend an embafly to NADIR SHAH Of PERSIA, his 
« excellency KNEZ GALITZEN received a commiffion for this purpofe, 


« Tue prefents intended for the pERstAN monarch confifted of clocks, watches, 
“© gold, filver and pincHBECcK fnuff-boxes, fet with ftones, or emboffed ; toys, rich 
“ filks, brocades, embroidered works, twenty fine horfes of ENGLISH, SPANISH, 
“ GERMAN, ITALIAN, TURKISH, and PERSIAN breed: thefe were, for the moft 
“ part, fent. by fea. GHILAN. The embaffador had a coach, as well as riding- 
«« horfes, prepared for him; -stid his, retinue had feveral other vehicles for baggage, 
« provifions, and water. The perfons appointed. to attend the embaffador were 
* the phyfician, furgeon”, officers of the enibaiadér's boudehald. keeper of the 
“¢ chancery, fecretary, writers, all in number eighteen ; he Had ‘tty domelticks, 
« a guard of two troops of horfe, and fixty fufileers. 


& [Irs excellency departed from asrracwan the 24th of feptember 1746, and 
“ croffing the vorca, encamped on the weftern fide of that river. The next day 
+6 we directed our journey northward on the banks of the vorca for about four 
« werfts, and then turned to the weft upon the top of a fandy hill covered on 
« each fide with lakes of frefh water; to the fouth of it there was plenty of grafs 
“© for our horfes. The moon rifing, in the evening we decamped,. directing our 
« coatt weftward in a deep fandy road, leaving feveral lakes of frefh water to the 
« fouth-eaft; and early the next morning, the 26th, we pitched our tents near the 
« Jake panusny, which is brackith water, having travelled about thirty werfts from 
s* our laft ftage. The country here affords little more than wormwood, and fuch 
« Hike herbs, which delight in a fandy and warm foil, impregnated with falt. The 
“ reeds which grow here ferve as food tor the horfes of the kHALMucKS, and other 
« parTars, the leaves thereof being more grateful to them than grafs. Our road 
« lying fouthward, we proceeded on our journey through a fandy country, abound. 
“ jing in lakes of brackifh water; the banks have plenty of liquorifh and marth 
« trefoil, In the evening we encamped near the Jake BasHMACHAH, feventy werlts 
« from aSTRACHAN, where we fell in with a body of KHALMUCKS, who had feverai 
“ droves of cattle; this put us under the neceffity of doubling our watch, to pre- 
« yent their ftealing any.of our horfes. The weather was cold, and the wind rait- 
“« ing the fand and duft, made our journey painful. 
THE 


*® This journal being defedlive in fome particulars, I have taken the liberty of inferting fome defcrip- 
ticns, taken from other authorities equally good. : . 

» Dr. cooxe, now a graduate phyfician in sCOTLAND, to whom I am obliged for the Journal ahove 
mentioned, : 7 
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“ THe 27th, we encamped on the fouth-fide of a barren mountaia, with a lake 
of brackifh water at the foot of its and then directing our courfe fouthward, we 
travelled over a fandy country to a lake of water more potable than any we had 
“yet met with; here the plains produce grafs. 


na 


a 


“ Tue 28th, juft as the fun appeared to the verge of the horizon, we encamped 
“* near the caravanferai stzeteE, near which is a lake of potable water lying eaft 
“* and weft, where we filled fourteen large cafks. At this interval we faw a great 
“ party of rartars riding on dromedaries, and armed with fabres, bows and 
arrows; alfoa body of kHALMucKs, armed and mounted on horfeback ; but they 
did not feem inclined to interrupt our march. From this place we took our 
“* courfe fouthward over hills which abound in antilopes *.’ Thence we proceeded 
‘* to DEWRALY, which is covered by high fandy hills to the north eaft and fouth -weft. 
‘* The reader will obferve, that though hére are a few caravanferais, the country 
“‘ has no fixed inhabitants. We now reckoned ouirfélves to be near one hundred 
“* and fixty werfts from asTRacHAN. ~~ 


“ Tue next day we travelled twenty-feven werfts, and were neceffitated to encamp 
on the top of a fandy hill, having fome marfhy ground below it, where we found.:”’ 
reeds and grafs, with a lakeof brackith water to the eaftward. From hence we’ 
“* had an extenfive view of a defert, on which not a fhrub was to be feen, and very 
little grafs, ; 


“ 


soe les Mee ot SRO. partir pee 

* Taz goth, we.departed from hence, our journey ftill lying through a hilly and 
“ fandy country, much the fame as has been already defcribed, except that the 
“ fand was browner, and, what neceflarily drew our attention, was mixed with a 
“* great number-of broken fea-fhells, which lay in waves, as fhow driven by the 
“ wind. We found here feveral fprings of frefh water, but fo choaked with fand, 
“that they were of little ufe to us. Here is alfo a great quantity of -moor-fowl, 
“ whofe feathers are brown, and beautifully {potted with white, but. fo wild that 
“we could not kill any of them: the russrans call this place Eprrcine. Our 
“next encampment was ona plain, where we had not the relief of any kind of 
“ water. 





“2 gh aged 


““ Ocroper the rit, we travelled feventeen werfts, and encamped on arifing 

- “ ground on the fide of a lake of brackith water, which our cattle would hardly 

“drink. After paffing the river kuma, which jis computed one hundred and 

' thirty werfts from asTRacna n, the country is not fo hilly. and as we advanced 

“ fouthward, it abounded more in verdure. ‘The grafs we found here was highly 

.“ welcome to our cattle, which had fuffered very much -for want of provender. 

“* ‘We encamped near the lake apacx, whofe waters are falt, and where the gnats 

““ were fo numerous, that we were obliged to make fires round our encampment, 
“* and fuffer the inconvenience of fmoak, rather than of thofe vexatious infects. 


“Tue 2d, we found frefh water, which our horfes had not tafted for four days : 
“ here Perer the creat left three large bombs erected on each other, as a kind of 
Vou, Kk: : * monu- 

@ The russians and TaRrars call them SAICOR, 
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monument of his having paffed that way, and probably with an intent that the 
fight of fach inftruments of death might give the roving TarTars the higher 
idea of hig military power. From thence travelling to the -hill arr saan, we 
met a detachment of forty russran dragoons from k1star, who brought with 
them {eventy horfes for the ufe of the embaffador. : ce 
“ Tye 3d, our courfe lay through a barren plain to the fmall river BEKISHEFF 
moyax, on the banks of which the rarTaRs report that poifonous herbs grow,: 
which kill their cattle. Upon examination we found it to be only the fmall fort 
of KAL1?; and, to convince them of their miftake, fome of useat of it. The 
fact is, that horfes coming from asTRACHAN, and fuffering extremely for want 
of grafs and water, are, by the unfkilfulnefs of their riders, fuffered to eat and 
drink too much. The whole country between astracwan and this place is. 
impregnated with falt, and fome of the lakes are covered with it, infomuch that 
at certain feafons it is thick enough to bear a manor a horfe; thus, if it is 
confidered, what a quantity of undiffolved fale mutt line the ftomach and guts of 
thefe animals, their blood-vefléls being alfo’ faturated with it, it is eafy to imagine 
what milchief ic muft create, when the veflels come to be diftended beyond their 
natural fpring, at the fame time that many of their excretions are {topped up. 
We could not difcover that horfes coming from K1szaR are fubject to the fame 
misfortune as here, and by the precaution we took, though we had three hun- 
dred and fifty horfes, not one of them died. ei ei 


'« Tue 3d, we travelled on the banks of the finall river BEcKEcHAY, which 
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eing covered with verdure, and the waters tranfparent, as the fmall rivers here 
for the moft part are, afforded us great delight. This country abounds with 


foxes, hares, and pheafants. Hence we pafled the river Borospa, which being, 


more confiderable than the others, we were obliged to -ufe a bridge of timber, 
‘and incamping in a marfhy ground on the fouth fide of the river, the next day, 
the ath, we arrived at KIsLar, which is computed five hundred werfts from 
ASTRACHAN, é 


' . 


“ Krsnar ftands on the river TERECK, fometimes called the river KIZLAR} 
though a barrier againft the rarTars, it isa very mean place: at the weft end 
of the old town there is a fortification with a deep broad ditch flanked with 
counterfcarps. Here are commonly five hundred foldiers from the garrifon of 
ASTRACHAN, and, upon fome occafions, three or four marching regiments, 
with four or five thouland cossacks, who are cHRISTIANS, befides crRCASSIAN 
taRTARS®; the latter are commanded by their BEuuRICcH, or chief, and are 
the proper inhabitants of this country: they are a well-made people, particularly. 
their women, who are alfo comely and chafte. The men are reckoned more 
warlike than the pon cossacks, though they acknowledge that courage is leis 
efteemed amongft them than in former days. They were conquered by 1vaw 
WASSILOW1FZ, but have been indulged in the ufe of their own religion, which is. 

- j “S MAHOM= 


® Or areats, glafs-wort, the ath of this is ufed in making glafs and foap. - 


» Part ofthe cracasstaNs of KABARDINIA are under the protection of Russia: but the: major park 


acknowledge the fovereignty of the TURKS. 
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*< SM AHOMMEDAN = they have two mofques a dittle weftwaril of RASLAR, and alfo 


nine villages 4, They acknowledge fabjection to her imperial majeity, to which 


“ Azour thirty werfts to the fouth-weft of KISLAR, on the firft CIRCASSIAN 
mountain lying on the fouth of the river rerzck, there is a well about forty 
fathom, perpendicular, from which iffues boiling water into a ftone bafon, whom 
foon falls down a precipice near thirty fathoms into the TERECK, in fufficient 
quantities to turn the wheel of a mill. The rarrans convey it alfo into pits, 
and find great relief in many complaints from bathing in it, Amonett feveral 
experiments which the furgeon made of this water, he found that after it was 
bottled up clof for a fhort time, the {mell of the naptha went off Near this 
hill are feven {prings of the fame kind of water, and alfo. one which appears 
to be impregnated with allom, being fo acid and reflringent as not to be borne 
long in the mouth. The furgeon made alfo an experiment of the heat of the 
well-water, by boiling a fowl in it in nine minutes ; this fudden co@ion feemed 
to be caufed by the quantity of naptha, with which the water is impregnated, as 
is obvious from the fmell of it. Not far diftant there are feveral {mall pits dug 
in the earth, in which there is falt of the utmoft brightnefs and Purity of colour, 
which diffolves in the mouth inftantaneoufly, giving a very Pungent fenfation, 
Though the weather was now very cold, the warmth of thefe wells of hot water 


d flowers of dpring, anda Breat concourte of frogs, 
About half a mile weltward of this hill-are feven Wells of wnaptha, in which the 


trees of their carts. At the back of thefe mountains are the crp CASSIAN TaR- 
TARS, of whom fome are fubject to RUSSIA; their country extends weltward 


towards the paLus MOTIS. Of thefe, we were affured, fome are pagans, and 
worlhip a tree, and the head of a goat », . 


“ January the 4th, 1747, after {pending our time for three months as well as 
fuch a place would admit, having been much confined for fear of the rovin 
TARTARS; the embaflador now received notice, that an efcort of PERSIANS, 
reported to be twelve thoufand men, was come on the RUSSIAN frontier to meet 
im. We therefore fet forward, and traverfing a marfhy and woody ground, 
which the fnow had rendered almoft impaffable, we encamped on the fouth-eatt 
fide of the fmall river BURGINE, where the russians keep an advanced guard, 
The sth, the country being. covered with fhow, made our journey laborious, 
Paffing the river STZUTZJA, we encamped on the banks of the AXAN %, ; 


“ Txovex it had frozen but four days, we paffed over the ice on the AXANy 
without the Jeaft danger, and on the 6th arrived at a TARTAR, town under the 
Russian protedtion; though otherwife a kind of independent ftate, The prince 

“ 6 of 
* THE aussrans call thefe GREBINSKIE, 


> A’rRENcH miffionary, whom I knew in Pesta, offered {0 go amongf thefe People ; but he faid.the 
“ISSTANS were jealous. 


© By the ressrans fometimes called oxi and arrous, 
i Kke 
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of it was called aur suzrr: it-ftands on a high bank on the north fide of the 

river AHRAHIN, and contains about three hundred houfes; the walls of which. 
are of clay whitened with lime. The inhabitants are the moft acute thieves 

in the world, infomuch that the utmoft precaution we could ufe, was. not 

fufficient to prevent their pilfering us; and near to this is another TARTAR 

village fubje€t to the Russtans, called anprewska. The next day we pafted the: 

ford of AHRAHIN, which is about three hundred paces broad, and the ftream 

rapid; then directing our courfe eaftward, we arrived near the antient suLAK, 

where f{tood a fortification formerly belonging to the russrans*. On the banks 

of the auRantn, grows plenty of fhort wood, which is very heavy, and. the. 
bark of it being taken off, is of a beautiful variegated colour. Proceeding: 
on our journey through a wood of oaks intwined with vines, we reached the 

{mall river TERSCALY, which is called the boundary of the russian dominion. 
towards pERsta; though we might, with more propriety fay, towards pac- 
HESTAN, the country of the pesGeE TARTARS ¢ for they have not acknowledged 

fubjection to persta. Here feveral prrsran officers, attended by a guard, 

came to compliment the embaffador on his arrival. This river, though {mall,, 
is rapid, and even in the fammer feafon not fordable towards noon; foras the ftu- 

pendous mountains, which almoft furround it, are ever covered with fnow,. 
when the fun aéts intenfely, torrents of water fall from them ». 


“© Tur gth, we encamped a fhort mile from the perstan army. A detachment 
of our cossacks being fent for fuel, one of them was fhot dead through the- 
body with a fingle ball: "Fhe 11th, we joined the persrans, and marching 
under the mountains BiscHaNnsKy, we pitched our tents or a plain ground. The 
next day our road was alfo on a plain, having fonte lakes of water on the eait,” 
and lofty mountains on the weft. Several camels belonging to the PERSIANS. 
dropped with fatigue, and they either cut their throats, or ham-ftrung them, 
that the rarTars might not, on their recovery, receive any benefit. 


“© Tue rgth, yefterday and to-day we paffed through feveral tracts of arable land, 
the. road being indifferently-good till we arrived on the north fide of the moun- 
tain TARKU, whofe fummit appears like a table; its higheft fide declines towards 
the lofty mountains already mentioned; there is another large rock on the fur- 
face of it in an orbicular form : this is feparated from the other mountains by a deep 
valley. About two miles from the fea isa beautiful plain ; near the foot of the moun- 
tain were vineyards and gardens of. fruit, which the PERSIANS entirely cut vom 

; 2 B -2 “ce or 


4 « Tus fortification was intended to awe the CIRCASSIAN TARTARS as far as TARKU, as they fre- 


“ 


* 6s 


quently made inroads into the lower countries. At Bonack the russians built another fort, with a 
view to preferve the communication between russia and DERBEND. From thence to sHABRAN quite 
to paxu I never J:arnt that they built any fortifications, or that the LESGEE TARTARS troubled them, 
with any vifits. ‘Uhe country from x1sLak quite to RESHD was under the russian fubjeion, in con- 
fequence of the conqueft mace by peTeR the GREAT; it is bounded by the mountains on the weft, 
and*by the casPiaNn on the eat. The chief towns are TARKU, BOYNAK, DERBEND, BAKU, A3- 
TARA, KESKAR, and RESHD, and their dependencies. Some of the inhabitants of the MocaNn plains, 
gs alfo{aid, acknowledged the fovereignty of Russta, and paid fome fmall tribute.” 

‘Tue gentleman who obliged me with the journal, being a north BRITON, takes notice that the high-. 


Jands of scoTtanp are but as mole-hills to thee mountains. 
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for the ule of the ensbaffador and his retinue ; alledging however that the TAr- 
tars had killed or ftolen fifteen PERSIANS belonging to their body the night 
betore ; for though thefe villagers profefs fubjection to the Perstans, yet when- 
ever an opportunity offers to commit any hoftility in a fecret manner, they fel- 
dom decline their antient cuftom. : 


“* Ow the declivity of this hill are three TarTaR villages, about an ENGLIs# 
mile diftant from each other, which contained about one thoufand fouls ; and 
notwithitanding their vicinity, were in a ftate of war. -The TARTAR princes, 
who formerly extended their dominions as far as the black fea, it is faid, chofe 
this hill as their refidence, which is the more probable from the feveral extenfive 
burial-places near it, where are many monuments of ftone, with hieroglyphics 
exprefling the characters and profeffions of the deceafed. In. this place the 
Lese@zes attacked perer the Great in 1722, when he marched an army into 
PERSIA; and, according to fome reports, they killed no lefs than three thoufand 
Russians. Some part of the embaffador’s retinue went to the nearett village, 
and were civilly treated; the rarTars’offered them two large loaves of bread, 
in.exchange for a gun flint, : ae 


“© Tur 16th, leaving rarxv, and paffing over feveral ftony hills, we pitched 
our tents on the high banks of the little river manas, and from thence through 
deep vallies, which made the journey tedious, into an open plain, where the 
Russian army in 1722, was again attacked by the TARTARS, who were foon 
repulfed. A detachment of them now took their ftand upon an eminence near 
Boxnak. Not far from this place, the porisy embaffador, in his return from 
PERSIA in 1639, having, by his fault or misfortune, quarrelled with the in- 
habitants, was cut off with his whole retinue, three only excepted, who efcaped, 
into persia, Nor were the norsrein embaffadors in lef perplexity the year 
before, when all their prudence and refolution feemed neceflary to ward off the 
blow which they had reafon to apprehend from the DAjEsTAN TARTARS. 
Things indeed were now very differently circumftanced, not only with regard to 
the terror of the Russian arms in general, but alfo of the neighbourhood of the 
RUSSIAN garrifons, : . 


“ Tue ryth, we paffed by an old prrsran caftle, near which we viewed the 
plains where napir saw loft a great number of his forces three years before, in 
the rebellion of surrvan,.in which the Lescers took part. This country is 


well ftocked with wild hogs and elks; we killed a very large boar that we roufed 
in the midit of our camp, ; 


* 
“ Tue 18th, our courfe lay along the fide of low fandy hills to the caftward of 
us, and we encamped in a plain where napir sHan had built a fort to awe the 
TaRTARS; but it was now deferted. - Here we found great plenty of game, as 
fwine, deer, elks, hares, foxes, and fhackals, with abundance of partridges, 
pheafants, quails, wild geefe, ducks, -and other fowls. The next day we travel- 
led over a country more cultivated; and pafling by a well of hot water. we 
Fitched our tents on the declivity of prrRenp hill, the city appearing about 

Fan «Crea. 
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“¢ ‘two miles diftance. From hence are feen feveral turrets, yet perfect, which the 
«* persians pretend are part of a wall built by abexanpzR the GREAT, from 
«* hence quite to the black fea. The mountains here make a very aweful appear- 

- &¢ ance, reaching above the clouds; fo that their fummits are hardly vifible in the 
«* cleareft weather. * : . 





CHAP. LV. 


‘A continuation of the russian embafy. Defcription of DERBEND and its confines 
An account of the government, drefs, religion, foil, trade, Pc. of the LESGEE 
TARTARS, 


as HE goth of january 1747, we pitched our tents under the fouth-wall of 
sf DERBEND: the embaffador would have preferred that firuation to the city, 
«¢ where he could not have accommodated all his guard and retinue; had there 
«© been no objection to their admittance. ° ; . 


“ A crty of fuch great antiquity as this, and fo often mentioned by hiftorians, 
«© deferves more than common attention, efpecially as it is the only place now 
*¢ {tanding upon the fhores of the caspraw fea, which has any thing to boaft of. 
“ It is natural to believe, that hiftorians often borrow from each other, few 
taking the pains to examine into a fact, the reality of which no one has pre- 
*¢ «ended to confute. The curious will find many circumftances to incline their 
*¢ belief, that pERBEND was built by aLExanpER the Great*. They do not 
*¢ however afcribe the whole to him, but the higheft and ftrongeft part, which is 

to the weltward. : 


“cc 


‘ 


“ Tus city has often changed its mafter, having been feveral times in the hands 
of the rurKs; the TarTARS alfo are faid to have had pofleffion of it. The 
Russtans kept it for feveral years during this century ; and now it is again in 
the hands of the perstans. According to the neareft computation, it is about 
three ENGLIsH-miles in length, but in breath not exceeding half a mile. It 
extends itfelf from the verge of the fhore due weft up to the foot of a lofty . 
mountain, the whole on a declivity ; and its natural fituation is fuch as to form, 
in ftrict propriety, the gates of persia on this fide; for there is no paffage to 
the weftward without going deep into the mountains, which are guarded by 
“¢ theit 


* 


a 


© 


rd 


s 


a 


% 


a 


« 


a 


2 When prrer the Great returned from his PERstan war, the greateft motive to triumph feemed 
to be the receipt of'the filver key of DErBEND, which was delivered to him, and which in a pompous 
manner was carried kefore him when he entered Mosco; and the foundation of peRaEND being afcribed 
to ALEXANDER the GREAT, this gave occafion to the following infcription on-one of the triumphal ar- 
ahes erected on this occafion: oe : 

StrVXerat hanC fortls, tenet 
Bs 


Oe ai atete ag cal a a a a 


Chp.L¥. EMBASSADO2 TO PERSIA IN 1736. 25s 


“¢ their proper inhabitants, who have not fubmitted to the PERSIAX yoke. Th’s 
‘* place is divided into three quarters, appropriated to different purpoles, each 
* having their -diftin@ walls, which ferve alfo to render the ground more equal on 
“* the declivity. 


- © Tue upper town, which is about half a mile fquare, conftitutes the citadel, 
“ and is incomparably the ftrongeft. As the perstans have been in war with the 
“ rarTanrs for feveral years, they are extremely jealous; infomuch that fome 
“Sof the embaffador’s people, who approached the exterior part of the walls 
“ of the citadel, were beat off with ftones, and feveral mufquets difcharged at 
“ them. No perfon is permitted to enter it but the foldiers which belong to the 
** parrifon, except upon extraordinary occafions, The citadel has its diftinct go- 
“vernor, with whom the other does not interfere: they mount about forty pieces 
“of cannon; but what their ftrength otherwife was, we had no opportunity of 
© obferving. 


“« Tue walls of the middle town are about thirty feet high, near twenty feet 
* thick at the foundation, and twelve or fifteen in the upper part, “having a breatt- 
“ work of about three feet thick, and port-holes at convenient diftances for 
“ mufquets, or bows and arrows: It is defended alfo by about fixty flanking 
“ baitions, for the moft part {quare, but of greater ufe againft the TarTars 
“than they could be to oppofe an ruropEAN army. The walls are made of a 
“ fhelly ftone, which appears to be a compofition of  fea-fhells very ftrongly 
“cemented. How nature has produced thefe, or whether they remained from the 
*“ deluge, we muft leave the curious to determine ; only obferving, that fuch fhells 
“do not appear on any of the caspian fhores. It is certain however that the 
“rocks about the town are of the fame compofition, which, though hard as a 
“ ftone, has a different property, inafmuch as a cannon-ball has no other effeéh, 
“ than to make an impreffion of its own diameter *, te 


“ THe gates of the city have very ftrong. and well-made arches, with fliding 

* holes to fhoot arrows, or throw down great ftones on the enemy.. In the middie 

““ city they are not fcrupulous of admitting foreigners. The ftreets are not regular, 

“nor are they paved at prefent, though they have been fo formerly: many of 

“ the houfes are fupported on one fide by the hill; but numbers are fallen down, « 

' “and the greateft part in ruins. It is hardly poffible to defcribe the miferies which 
“ this place fuffered about four years before, when NADIR SHAH came in perfon 

“againt the Lescres; we faw a fpecimen of it by the carcaffes of horfes, and ° 

“other animals, which were fuffered to remain in the ftreets, and in ruined 

houfes. 


one 


* Captain wooproore, from whom I take part of this account, fays thefe ftones in the outfide are for 
the moft part of two or three tons in meafurement, and fome yet more weighty. They are very weil 
Jointed, and regularly laid. Oxvgarius remarked in 1638, that a man might judge the wall to be built 
of the beft and faireft kind of free ftoue; but coming near, he fays they appeared to be © mufcle 
“ hells and pieces of free-ttone beaten and moulded like brick, which time has praduced to a - 
“ hardnefs beyond that of marble ;” but there is no doubt they are of the fame nature as fome of the 
adjacent rocks, 


a6 THE JOURNEY OF THE RUSSIAN Part lv, 


& houfes. We found alfo in this town about five hundred men, whofe eyes 
 yapir sHaH had caufed to be put out at one time. Here is a yery magnificent 
* mofque, the roof of which is fupported by eighty-four arches: NADIR SHAH 
converted it into a magazine*; we went into it on horfeback, without giving any 


 \ind of offence. Here are feveral caravanferais that belong to the ARMENIANS, 
© andare much the beft. 


_ - Tue ‘eaftermoft part of the lower city is wafhed by the fea, the tifing of 
« which has, of late years, made no {mall impreflion upon the walls, Thefe are 

guarded by two ‘round baftions, without which there was formerly a harbour’ 
« for fmall veffels. It was not till of late that this lower town had any inha- 
 bitants; but wapir, having built a palace in it, caufed feveral ftreets of houfes 

alfo to be ereéted, with a view to eftablith a confiderable commerce in the city, 
which he made a free port’. Here peter the crEaT eftablifhed his principal 
magazines; and the PERSIAN foldiers now keep their flocks in this part of 
“ the city: but the TARTARS, either by undermining or fcaling the walls, fre- 


«« quently make incurfions in the night in fmall parties, carrying away whatever 
«© they meet with. : ae 


“6 


aa 


it] 


: ° 

« Tue cruelties which are reciprocally exercifed between the FERstans and 
Lescees ate hardly to be-conceived: fuch as are taken and fufpected of being 
“© fpies, have their eyes put out, and are turned out of the city: many who are 
«© made prifoners in battle, have both their arms cut off, and fuch as are taken’ 
“ in their Aight have frequently their legs cut off, and are left to, expire in the 
Feld in thele miferable circumftances, unlefs they are fecretly and accidentally 
“relieved by their countrymen. The leaders of them they decapitate, and throw 
their heads into a heap in the manner they pile thot. ae 


ac 


“ee 


3 
«© Ow the fouth fide of pERBEND are many vineyards and gardens, which are 
“ continued for near eight miles to the fouthward: but thefe, as well as their 
arable lands, have pattaken the common fate of war. On both fides of the 
city, on the declivity of the hill, are many antient burial-places; and the 
PERSIANS report, that of thefe are not lefs than forty belonging to CHRISTIAN 
TARTAR princes, who have died fighting for their religion. 


There are many 
antient tomb-ftones, from fix to nine feet long, which cover the graves, with 


inicriptions not intelligible to any of the prefent inhabitants. The pzrsi4ns, 
who deal much in the marvellous, endeavoured to perfuade us, that thele ftones 
were cut in length exaétly to the ftature of the deceafed *. Fano 


4 
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« As the neighbourhood of this city is the country of the LESGEE TARTARS; 
“se 


before we depart from hence, it is neceffary we thould fay fomething concerning 


“them, and the more as they are well known to be fome of the braveft people 
7x : : : © in 


@ This is the building which rendered the TURKS fo ferupulous of yielding up the city to rETrER 
the GREAT. > ‘This {eems to bave been a-well concerted fcheme towards the reduftion 


of the LESGEE TARTARS. © Captain woopRooFrE, who was fome time at DERBEND 


during the war with the TARTAR, makes this report. ¢ According to woopRooFe’s 
account, - y 
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in the world. Their country extends fouth from near the Jatitude of TarKu 
about forty leagues, and twenty-five weftward, They are under feveral dif.. 
ferent chiefs *, who, in cafe of danger to their common liberty, unite their 
** forces, Some few of them have heen occafionally fudjefted to the PERSIANS 5 
* but as to the caracaita”, and their neighbours to the north and. weft of 
““the prrsran dominions, it does not appear, at any period of time, that they 
* have ever fubmitted. Indeed their fituation is fuch, with regard to the natural 
* bulwarks of their mountains, that fo long as they retain their virtue, they can 
«© hardly be enflaved. Their chief is called their ousmat1; his refidence is about 
“ thirty ENGLISH miles north-weft of pERBEND. OLEARIUS gives an account of 
“ the humourous manner of their chufing the scH—EMKALL. This is done by the 
* prieft throwing a golden apple in a ring, round which the candidates are 
“« feated ; and the perfon whom it ftops at, becomes their fovereign ; but, as they 
* live under a kind of a republican government, the diftin¢tion paid him is not 
* very confiderable, 


“« Tuest people are able to bring, according to their own accounts, near fixty 
* thoufand men into the field. They have had frequent wars with the Persians, 
* and laftly with naprr sHafy who, with fifteen thoufand men, purfued a large 
“ body of them into the hills; but was at length glad ¢o0 retreat, after fuftaining a 
“ very confiderable lofs, Several persraws, who were taken prifoners on that oc- - 
“ cafion, were cruelly maimed in their nofes, ears, or eyes, and fent to NapIR, 
“ with meflages of defiance. 


“ Turse people are often guilty of rapine, not only in the low-lands, and in 
large bodies, but alfo in flying parties, pillaging the anMENIANS and GEORGI- 
ans, whofe trade brings them between Baku and pERBEND ; otherwife they are 
* oftennbliged to pay a“ heavy contribution for afafe convoy. Thefe TarTars 
* are however remarkable in this, that if any ftranger travelling into their country, 
“ or on the borders of it, feck their protection, and chufes a guide from among 
them, let him meet never fo ftrong a party, it is enough if the guide declares 
that the ftranger is his gueft ; for they are hardly known to violate the laws of 
hofpitality in any inftance of this nature. 

i Man Pi 
“ In their perfons they are well made, of good ftature, and extremely active : 
their countenance is fwarthy, their features regular, and theit eyes black, and 
full of life, 


& 


if 


$ 
‘ 


« 


‘ 


_ © Tuere drefs refembles the GREEK of ARABIAN manner, ‘many of them wear- 
“ ing the fame kind of drawers reaching down to their ancles. Their caps are not 
* fo lofty as thofe of the pers1awns, neither do all of them wear their beards, fome 
“* preferring whiikers only. ; 

“ Trey 


* The governors of diftri®s, fome of whom pay homage to the rersians; thofe are called 
MCHEMKALLS, _ . » A Species of tescezs {0 called. - . 
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« Tey live after the manner of the PERSTANS, profefiing the MAHOMMEDAN 
religion ; but at the fame time they talk very lightly of the pretended miracles 
of MAHOMMED ; adding, that he was a very artful man; and whether he has 
any particular intereft with the ALMIGHTY, will be beft known hereafter. That 
they once profeffed the CHRISTIAN religio® feems to be in the higheft degree 
probable: A FRENCH miffionary *, who refided fome time in their country, 
affirms, that he found among them feveral books relating to CHRISTIANITY. 
The fame is confirmed by the expedition which NaDIR SHAH made, when, 
among, other fpoils, he brought ‘away divers books, fome of which he had the 
curiofity to order to be tranflated 5 and from thence it alfo appeared, that they 
had been curistians. The persrans will hardly be perfuaded that they do 
not continue fuch, feeing that they drink wine without referve, and marry but 
one woman °. : 


& Terr vallies are exceeding fertile, producing plenty of wheat, oats, and 
barley, with abundance of fheep, whilft their hills are covered with vines, from 
which they make very good wine, and have great plenty of it. Their country 
js for the moft part very pleafant. They are ingenious in feveral manufactures 
of wool and camels hair ; and none of the neighbouring nations equal them in 
making fire-arms, which they fell to the perstaws. The aRMENIANS bring. 
them dyed callicoes, and other manufactures of PERSIA, alfo rings, knives, and. 
ear-rings made in EUROPE, in return of which they receive madder* 5 alio fire-. 
arms, and coarfe woollen manufactures: together with falfe PERSIAN money 5- 
for as the coin of this empire is made fmall and thick, it is-counterfeited:exactly- 
with very little filver. It is {aid the ARMENSANS. accept of this counterfeit for a 
quarter part of its current value: however this may be, it is certain there are: 


_ great quantities of this money in persia, not only filver, but gold alfo. Thefe: 


TarTars trade likewife with the RUSSIANS with their madder, taking in ex- 
change, : fhoes, boots, and cloathing of dreffed’ theep fkins.” 


-* A jesutt, with whom I was particularly acquainted in GHILAN, and from whom I received» 
the greateft part of this account. 


» According to the miffionary’s account others fay that a eed is allowed ; fo: that I imagine. 
they differ fiom each other in this particular, in different parts 0 
€ A root which dyes red. : 


their country, 


CHAR 
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CHA P, LVL 


Continuation of the Rosstan embafh, geith a defeription of the trait of country from 


DERBEND fo Bakys and a fuccin& account of this city. 


« HE a2gth of january 1747, we left DERBEND, marching fouthward, the 

T high mountain ori which that city flands, being on the weft, and the {ea 
“ to the eaftward of us: we travelled by feveral woods, and over a {mall river, 
“* and encamped on a plain feventeen werfts from perBEND. We had already, on 
“* the other fide of that city, been much incommoded with fhackals; but here 
“their howling was more intolerable; when one begins, they all take the cry : 
“ however, they do no other mifchief. ~ wes 


“Tre oth, we pafled two very high ridges covered with grafs,. which the - 
‘ PERSIANS faid were the walls of a great city, once the refidence of the princes of. 
the hilly country. From thence dire€ting our march through the ruins of 
large town, a wood of oaks, and fome arable land, though now deferted, we, 
palitd the urpas, and feveral little rivers, till we reached the samBur, which 
“is near a mile broad. The courfe of this river is rapid, but we paffed it without 
difficulty, and pitched our tents ‘on the fouth banks, leaving behind us a {mall 
fort on the north fide. Here we found great plenty of wild fwine, hares, 
partridges, and pheafants, alfo a moor fowl, the fleth of which was very delicious. 
From thence travelling through a country of rich ground well watered, and 
“ indifferently wooded for about twelve werfts, we paffed through another town in 
“ruins : from hence the country is more fandy. 7 


a 


nnne 


“© Ferrvuary the 21ft, we pitched our tents on the declivity of a hill, having a 
caftle to the fouth-weft. It was now cléar weather and hard froft; we had the 
view of a very remarkable mountain, called the suan’s hill, from which the fnow 
* appeared in a great variety of hues. The next day we paffed many rivulets, fix 
of which were not inconfiderable; their banks are well wooded with timber. 
We encamped near the caftle of suirvan, where there was a garrifon of five 
handred persrans. ‘The 3d, we paffed not far from the ruins of a large city, 
‘faid to be the-old stamaxre*, and pitched our tents on the declivity of a verdant 
hill, having the fea at a fmall diftance to the eaftward, 


nn nw 


“ Tue 4th, we arrived at the caravanferai, which is efteemed the firft in the 
PERSIAN dominions ; from hence are to be feen the remains of fome old walls 
which run into the fea. Near this caravanferai is the peak sPITZBERMACK, . 
which in form refembies a man’s hand, and is of the fame kind of matter as 
the walls of peRBEND. Some of our company made an excurfion to the foot ” 
of it, and thence up a fteep hill to a fort, which has a battlement round it of 
la : ** hewn 


en nen 


* Navir sax removed the inhabitants to the weftward over the mountains, 
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«* hewn ftone. This runs on the fouth-fide of the rock, till ic forms the fummit of 
« a precipice, whofe bottom the hazy weather did not permit us to difcover. There 
*© are feveral fquare holes, as if intended to throw down ftones; and an arched 
* yvaulc, of which part is broken down: from thence we climbed up about thirty 
‘¢ fathoms to the top of the peek; it forms near a femicircle, round which we. 
«¢ obferved the remains of a wall. On the fouth-fide there are above one hundred 
« ftone fteps, by which we defcended, and found a {mall {quare platform, furrounded 
*¢ with a wall of about twelve feet on each fide; then going on northward, we faw 
© nothing but a precipice, till the clouds intercepted our fight, though the fky 
™ above us was ferene. We then pafféd between an opening in the rock to the welt 
“© fide, and came to a fmall fquare, where we found a book in the niche of one of the . 
«© walls, the characters of which we apprehended to be arazic; the paper was. 
“ very hard and unpliable. This romantic fcene, which is difficult to defcribe, 
“the persrans and TaRTars believe to be the refidence of the prophet EL1As,. 
“¢ when he fled from anas. Near it is the burying-place of fome of the 
“© MAHOMMEDAN prophets, From hence appeared the fummits of many moun- 
“* tains, raifing their proud heads above the clouds. We now returned the fame 
a way as we came to the head of the fteps, and obferved, at the fouth end of the 
“ peak, a pillar of flone of about fixty feet high, and near five fect diameter, at 
“* the foot of which the rock was black for fome diftance; the Persians fay 
© there fometimes runs a ftream of water. As the embaffador and his retinue 
.“*-paffed under the hill, we heard a very confufed noife, as coming from a great. 
“ diftance: upon our difcovery of fome TarTARs, we refolved to retire imme- 
“ diately. This is faid to have been formerly a neft of robbers; but the want of 
“ water has diflodged them. If there is a poffibility of an impregnable caftle, this: 
"certainly might be rendered fuch. oe : 


' Tur sth, we travelled about forty werfts, the moft part through a barren and 
‘© fandy foil, but good road, leaving feveral fprings of black naptha to the 
°% weftward, and encamped at the caravanferai near NIEZABAD. 5 


_ Tue 6th, we proceeded on our journey, paffing by three caravanferais to the. 
* eaftward, and fix wells of white naptha at the foot of a hill, covered with verdure 

*¢ on the north: the fmell of the naptha was very offenfive.. We travelled over | 
“* feveral rocks of brown foft free-ftone, and encamped on the north fide of Baku, 
. “ remarkéible for the beft haven on the caspran. Here fhips can lie moored 
. “ head and ftern, with their heads to the. fea forty fathoms off the fhore, within. 
aX the command of two ftrong baftions, as alfo by the fide of the wall of the 
“ees purthernmott baftion. In this city is a fumptuous palace of hewn ftone, which 
~cerie’ Russian bombs in 1722 had contributed to. reduce to the ruinous ftate in. 
_*© which we found it. The persians fay, that as the TURKS made ufe of it as @: 
‘« magazine, they will not repair it ; but the truth is, they are in no circumftances. 

“* to do any fuch thing. : ; : : 


“ Tue rebellion of 1743 did not coft lefs.than the lives of fifteen thoufand men,. 
“to the province and the adjacent country of sHrrvan. Formerly many mer- 
“* chants lived here, efpecially inp1anws and aRMENIANS, together with- feveral 

; a mee "  & TARTARS; 
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“ rarrars; and, in the fingle branch of raw filk, they ufed to export four 
“ hundred bales of twenty-five batmans each; but now they have fcarce any 
* veftiges of commerce. : : 


“ Tuis city is faid to have been built by the rurxs: the fortification is femi- 
** circular, and. the two points of it are extended into the fea. It is defended by a 
« double wall, of which the inmoft is lofty for a persian fortification. It has 
“allo a ditch and redouts, which laft conftitute the greateft part of its ftrength. 
“ Thefe were made by the Russtans when they were matters of the city; but the 
“* PERSIANS are ignorant of the ufe of them. .The ditch has no communication 
“ with the fea, being on dry ground, as the place ftands on a declivity ; but they 
** can fill it in twenty-four hours by water which runs from the adjacent mountains, 
“ As all the country here is impregnated with falt and fulphur, the water, though 
efteemed wholefome, is very unpleafant. The neighbourhood of this city fup- 
plies Guinan, and MAZANDERAN, and other countries contiguous, with rock- 
falt, brimftone, and naptha. It is the only place near the caspian that produces 
“ faffron, for which it is famous. They have alfo red wine here, of a ftrong body 
“ and well-tafted, which the armenrans make at sHamakie. The country 
“ abounds in hares, deer, and antilopes; the flefh of the laft is delicious food. 
‘© Round saku are feveral lofty and cragey mountains, on which are very ftrong 
** watch-towers ; thefe feem to have been intended to give alarm, in time of war, 
“ of the approach of the rurxs, or highland rarrars ;. to the depredations of 
‘both which this city. has been often expofed.” = of . 
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A fuccintt account of the antient persian religion, with feveral minute particulars 
relating to the everlafting fire* near Baku, and the extraordinary effects of this 


phenomenon, to which the nvians pay divine honours; alfo the fe called moum 
SEUNDURAIN. : : 


va ; . 
Mutt beg leave to interrupt the journal of the embaffy at paxv, where an 
[ objet prefents itfelf that reminds us of the antient religion of the PERSIANS. 
‘ZonoasteR, the founder of this religion, appeared about the year of the world 
2860. This great philofopher was ftruck with the demonftrations of the perfection 
of that felf-exiftent being, who is the author of all good. Being at a lois how to 
account for the introduction of evil into the world; he imagined there were two 
Principles; one the caufe of all gvod, which he reprefented by light; and 
the other, the caufe of all evil, which he figured to himfelf by darknefs. He 
confidered light as the moft perfect fymbol of true wifdom and intelleCtual 
endowment ; and darknefs the reprefentative of things hurtful and deftrudtive. 
From hence he was led to inculeate an abhorrence of all images, and to teach his 
. followers 


© As denominated by the inprans. The author of the journal of the embafly did not go te fee this 
fre ; but the concurrent teftimony of many who did {ee ir, puts the matter beyond doubt to me. 
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followers to worfhip. cop only, under the form of fire; confidering the bright- 
nefs, activity, purity, and incorruptibility of that element, as bearing the moft 
perfedt refemblance to the nature and perfeétions of the good deity. For the fame 
reafon the PERsrANS fhewed a particular veneration to the fun, which was founded 
on their belief, that it is the nobleft creature of the vifible world, and that the 
throne of the Almighty is feated in it. This good principle, which they acknow-- 
ledged to be the omnipotent creator and preferver of all things, they called yazap, 
and alfo onmMuzp, which fignify fupreme. The evil principle they ftiled anari- 
MAN, i.e. the devil, “Some have afferted that the antient persrans held a coeter-. 
._ nity of thefe two principles ; but others, who feem better acquainted with the true 
tenets of this religion, agree that ormuzpD, according to the PERSIAN mythology, 
firft fubfifted alone; that by him both the light and darknefs were created ; and 
that AHARIMAN was created, or rather arofe from darknefs. In the compofition 
-of this world, good and evil being thus mixed together, they. believed they would 
continue till the end of all things, when each fhould be feparated and reduced 
to its own fphere. : 


Tue antient perstans erected no temples, but offered their facrifices in the open 
air, and generally on the top of a hill; for they efteemed it injurious to the majefty 
of the cop of heaven, to fhut up in walls, him to whom all things are open; 
whom the world cannot contain ; who fills immenfiry with his prefence; and 
to whom the whole earth, with regard to man, fhould be efteemed as an houfe 
or temple. . ; 


Brtween the beginning of the reign of cyrus the GREAT and the end of that of 
panius the fon of nysraspts, being about fix hundred years after the firft zoroas- 
zr, whom I have mentioned, another philofopher of the fame name arofe, This 
Jatt undertook to reform fome articles in the antient religion: he taught that there 
is one fupreme, independent, and felf-exiflent being. That under him there are 
’ two angels, the one of light, who is the author of all good; and the other of 

darknefs, who is the author of all evil, That thefe two, by 2 mixture of light 
and darknefs, made all things which are. That they are in a perpetual ftrugele 
with each other; where the angel of light prevails, there good reigns ; and where 
the angel of darknefs, there evil predominates. That this. ftruggle fhall laft till. 
“the end of the world,- when there will be a day of judgment, in which all fhall 
receive a juft retribution according to their works: after which the angel of dark- 
nefs and his followers fhall be caft into a world of their own, where they fhall 
fuffer for their evil deeds in darknefs, which to all eternity fhall be feparated from 
the light. But thofe who cherifhed and cultivated their fpiritual nature, and obeyed 
the angel of light, fhall go with him into a world, where, amidft everlafting 
brightnefs and triumphant glory, they fhall receive the rewards due to their 
good deeds. ; 


-Turs laft zoroasTER, contrary to his great predeceffor, caufed temples to be 
built, in which the facred fires were ordered to be conftantly and carefully preferved. « 


_ ‘Turse opinions, with a few alterations, are ftill maintained by fome of the 
pofterity of the antient INDIANS and PERSIANS, who are called GEBERS, OF GAURS, 
a Ate aot 3 7 : ; and 
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and are very zealous in preferving the religion of their anceftors; particularly in 
regard to their veneration for the element of fire. What they commonly call the 
EVERLASTING FIRE, near Baku, before which thefe people offer their fupplications, © 
is a phaznomenon of a very extraordinary nature, in fome meafure peculiar to this 
country, and therefore deferving of a particular defcription. 


Turs objet of devotion to the czsers, lies about ten ENGLISH miles north-ealt 
by eaft from the city of Baku, on dry rocky land. There are feveral antient temples 
built with ftone, fuppofed to have been all dedicated to fire; moft of them are 
arched vaults, not above ten to fifteen feet high. Amongft others there is a little 
temple, in which the inprans now worfhip: near the altar, about three fect high, is 
a large hollow cane, from the end of which iffues a blue flame, in colour and 
gentlenefs not unlike a lamp that burns with {pirits, but feemingly more pute.. 
Thefe inprans affirm, that this fame has continued ever fince the flood, and they, 
believe it will laft to the end of the world; that if it was refifted or fuppreffed in 
that place, it would rife in fome other. Here are generally forty or fifty of thefe 
poor devotees, who come on a pilgrimage from their own country, and fubfift upon 
wild fallary, and akind of senusaLeM artichokes, which are very good food, with 
other herbs and roots, found a little to the northward. Their bufinefs is to make 
expiation, not for their own fins only, but for thofe of others; and they continue 
the longer time, in proportion to the number of perfons for whom they have en- 
gaged to pray. They mark their foreheads with faffron, and have a great venera- 
tion for a red cow. ‘They wear very little cloathing, and thofe who are of the moft 
diftinguithed piety, put one of their ‘arms upon their head, or fome other part of the 
body, in a fixed polition, and keep it unalterably in that attitude. 4 

Artie way from the temple is a low clift of a rock, in which there is a horizontal 
gap, two feet from the ground, near fix long, and about three feet broad, out of 
which iffues a conftant flame, of the colour and natere I have already defcribed : 
when the wind blows, it rifes fometimes eight feet high, but is much lower in ftill 
weather: they do not perceive that the flame makes any impreffion on the rock.. 
This alfo the rvp1ans worfhip, and fay ir cannot be refitted but it will rife in. 
fome other place. About twenty yards on the: back of this clift is. a well cut in a. 
tock twelve or fourteen fathom deep, with exceeding good water. . ; 


Tue earth round this place, for above two miles, has this furprizing property, 
that by taking up two or three inches of the furface, and’ applying a live coal, the 
part which is fo uncovered immediately takes fire, almott before the coal’ touches 
the earth: the flame makes the foil hot, but does not confume it, nor aifeét what. is 

_ near it with any degree of heat.’ Any quantity of this earth carried’ to another 
place does not produce this effeét. Not long fince- eight horfes were conflimed by 
this fire, being under a roof where the furface of the ground was turned up, and 
by fome accident took flame, ste : 


Tr a cane or tube, even of paper, be fet about two inches in the ground, confined’ 
and clofe with earth below, and the top of it touched witha live coal, and blown 


upon, immediately a flame iffues, without hurting either the cane or. paper, provided. 
f Pe eee 
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the edges be covered with clay; and this method they ufe for light in their houfes, . 
which have only the earth for the Roor: three or four of thefe lighted canes will boil 
water in a pot; and thus they drefs their victuals. The flame may be extinguifhed 
in the fame manner as that of fpirits of wine. The ground is dry and ftony, and the 
more ftony any particular part is, the ftronger and clearer is the fame; it {mells ful- 
phurous like naptha, but not very offenfive. - 


’ ‘Lime is burnt to great perfeétion by means of this phanomenon; the flame com- 
municating itfelf to any diftance where the earth is uncovered to receive it. The 
ftones mutt be Jaid on one another, and in three days the lime is completed. .Near 
this place brimftone is dug, and naptha-fprings are found, : : 


Tie chief place for the black or dark-grey naptha is the {mall ifland weToy, now 
uninhabited, except at fuch.times as they take naptha from thence. The PERstans’ 
Joad it in bulk in their wretched vefiels; fo that fometimes the fea is covered with 
it for leagues together. When the weather is thick and hazy, the fprings boil up 
the higher; and the naptha often takes fire on the furface of the earth, and runs 
in a flame into the fea, in great quantities, to a diftance almoft incredible. In, 
clear weather the fprings do not boil up above two or three feet: in boiling over, 
this oily fubftance Taal fo ftrong a confiftency as by degrees almoft to clofe the 

. mouth of the {pring ; fometimes it is quite clofed, and forms hillocks that look as 
black as pitch; but the fpring, which is refifted in one place, breaks out in another. 
Some of the fprings, which have not been long open, form a mouth of eight or 
ten feet diameter. : ae 


Tue people carry the naptha by troughs into pits or refervoirs, drawing it off 
from one to another, leaving in the firft refervoir the water, or the heavier part with 
which it is mixed when it iffues from the fpring. It is unpleafant to the fmell, and 
ufed moftly amongft the poorey fort of the peRstaNs, and other neighbouring peo- 
ple, as we ufe oil in lamps, or to boil their viduals; but it communicates a difa- 
greeable tafte. They find it burn beft with a fmall mixture of afhes: as they find 
it in great abundance, every family is well fupplied. They keep it, at a fmall 
diftance.from their houfes, ia earthen veffels under ground, to prevent any accident 
by fire, of which it is extremely fufceptible. : . 

‘Tuxrs is alfo a white naptha on the peninfula of arcHERron, of a much thinner 
confiftency ; but this is found only in fmall quantities. The russrans drink it 
both as a cordial and medicine, but it does not intoxicate: if taken internally itis 
faid to be good for the ftone, as .alfo for diforders of the. breaft, and in venereal 
cafes, and fore heads; to both the laft the PERSIANS are very fubjeé&t. Externally 
applied, it is of great ufe in fcorbutic pains, gouts, cramps, &c. but it muft be 
put to the part affected only ; it penetrates inftantaneoufly into the blood, and is apt, 
for a fhort time, to create great pain. It has alfo the property of fpirits of wine to 
take out greafy {pots in filks or woollens ; but the remedy is worle than the difeafe; 
for it leaves an abominable odour. — They fay it is carried into rnp1a asa great rarity, 
and being prepared as a japan, is the molt beautiful and lafting of any sere 
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been yet found. Not far from hence are alfo fprings of het water, which boil up . 


- in the fame manner as the naptha, and very thick, being impregnated with a blue 


clay, but it foon clarifies. Bathing in this warm water is found to ftrengthen, and | 
procure a good appetite, efpecially if a {mall quantity is alfo drunk. 


“Turse medicinal qualities, and the purity of the air, have formerly caufed . 
it to be frequented by numbers of perstans, and other people of the firft quality, 
from the remotett parts: here are yet the remains of many ftately buildings, and a 
large burying-place ; one mofque in particular, which is very large, and has a ftone- 
cupola, ; 


I wave already mentioned, that suai apas drove the worthippers of fire out of : 
PeRsta: they were then very numerous in feveral provinces, which have ever 
fince been thinly inhabited. - I heard of no towns or villages, only GuEBARABAD 


“ near ISFAHAN, where there are any who openly profefs that religion, except thefe 


miferable pilgrims of whom I have been {peaking. 


Tus religion, which has many marks of a fpiritual difpofition in its votaries, 
feems to be no object of deteftation, compared with that mentioned by oLzarivs 


‘and Mr. orrer. They give an account of 2 certain people, of whom there 


. 


are yet fome at sanriz*, called MOUM-SEUNDURAIN, Of extinguifhers of candles, 
Thefe are the reverfe of the Roman matrons, who performed the fecret rites of 
the BONA pea, and with whom it was the higheft prophanation to admit of the 
prefenceof a man. Both fexes are neceffary to the rites of the MoUM-SEUNDURAIN ! 
after eating and drinking liberally, in great filence and ceremony they put out 
the candles, and promifcuoufly changing their places throw afide the diftin@ion 
of rational creatures, Though MAHOMMEDANISM, beyond moft other religions 
in the world, indulges its votaries in the idolatry of venus; yet this feck has 
been perfecuted more than once, and is held in great deteftation by the true dif- 
ciples of ManommeD. I muft now proceed to the continuation of the journal of 


the Russran embafly. 





CHAP. LVIIL. 


Conclufion of the Russian ewbafy, with a defcription of the country. from. paxu to 
oo SHAMAKIE, and from thence to RESHD, ‘ 


“ AVING tarried under the walls of saxu for fix days, and repacked our 
se H baggage, the rath of february 1747 we returned back the fame, way for 
“about fix werfts, and then directing our courfe fouthward, we encamped in a 
“ fandy valley, with a lake of falt water, to the eaft. The next day, we pafied 

Vou. ‘ _Mm | ; feveral 


. * Sometimes wrote sarr. 
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feveral rivulets covered with naptha, with which the adjacent hills to the weft’ 
abound: we pitched our tents near a caravanferai on the fea-fide. 


«© Tae’ 14th we marched wefterly, at the foot of a barren hill, and crofled a 
{tately ftone-bridge of one arch, but there was no water under it. We obferved ~ 
a great quantity of fea-glafs* of a very choice quality. The weftern profpect 
was now continually bounded by lofty: mountains: in one of the fmalleft we: 
were told, that, fome years fince, there was a volcano; but at prefent no fmoke 
iffued from it. ‘To the north of us was a mountain, which fparkled like 
diamonds, arifing from the fea-glafs and cryftals with which it abounds. We 
now direéted our courfe north-weft, the mountains intercepting our paffage 
ill we came to navany, the inhabitants of which appeared to be in extreme 
poverty, and were encamped about a mile to the fouth.. We perceived feveral 


‘beautiful women, faid to be the wives of the governor; as foon as they faw us, 


they hid their faces, and fled into an adjacent cavern. Our cavalry turned fouth- 
eaft over very a high mountain, where it was with fome difficulty we could lead 
our horfes; but our carriages went round the north-eaft end of the mountain. 
Having travelled about eighty werits from BAKU, we encamped at the foot of a 
mountain on the banks of a lake of frefh water, where the PERSIANS were met 


by feveral of their women, whom they had left at sanyan, and other places on 


the banks of the KURA. 


« Tye 16th, we travelled through a fandy and uncultivated country, with 
moraffes to the weft, and lofty mountains to the eaftof us.. Violent rains having 
fallen on a clay-ground, the next day our camels, horfes, and mules were extremely 
fatigued, infomuch that we could not travel above fifteen werfts: we encamped 
on the fide of a very large lake. The weather clearing up, we found ourfelves 
furrounded with mountains, whofe tops are ever covered with fhow. Thefe were 
inhabited by a TARTAR prince called sHEMAcE >, who, it is faid, cannot bring 
above five thoufand men into the field; and yet neither NapiR, nor his greater 
predeceffor apas, could ever reduce thefe people to fubjeCtion. The former, 
though a wife prince, difdaining that fo mean a competitor fhould reign within 
his dominions, determined to reduce their chief; and, contrary to advice, as 
well as to the experience of paft ages, marched twenty thoufand men into thefe 
cold and inhofpitable mountains, where it is faid he loft more than halfof them. 
It is morally impoffible to bring artillery into this country s and if it was * 
practicable, the TARTARS defend themfelves with a number of forts, which, 
from their fituation, are impregnable. As their valleys are fertile, and produce . 
abundance of grain, they are never neceffitated to expofe their country to 
flavery, by their commerce with the PERSIANS, Of any other people. . Their love 
of liberty is not to be eradicated, and as they are in the higheft degree jealous 
of it, they are continually on the watch to guard their_paffes, and to keep a ftore 
of arms and provifion, : : an 2 arn 
‘ ; 5 : : “ Tus 


Pa Commonly called ifinglafs, of which lanthorns are made. 
> The general name of sueMKALL is given to thefe chicfs. ~ 
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“Tue 18th we encamped on the fouth-eait fide of SHAMAKIE, between the 
“* city anda branch of theriver neuaya, the banks of which are fteep. The waters 
** which fall from the mountains from the north-weft are troubled. The suama- 
*“ KrE, mentioned by hiftorians, which is faid to have contained twelve thoufand 
‘ families, and many public and fuperb edifices, was certainly very different from 
* this which NADIR SHAH removed from the other fide of the mountains, in hopes 
“* of keeping the inhabitants in fubjection. The city however appeared more rich 
‘* and populous than both persenp and BAKU; but, to the great amazement of 
‘* the embaffador and his people, the PERsran army which convoyed us, exercifed 
»* their cruelties in fo arbitrary a manner, that, in’ three days time, the fhops of 
‘* the ARMENIANS, GEORGIANS, INDIANS, and TARTARS, as well as of. the 
“* PERSIAN. Citizens, were either” locked up, or plundered, though we could not 
** difcover any other reafon for it, than that of the infolence, inhumanity, and 
“© rapacioufnefs of the foldiers. : 
“* Tuis city is a regular fquare of near three miles in circumference, defended by 
** a ditch and a wall of earth, with a gate to the north, and another to the fouth, 
~ S° It has three paved ftreets in the fame direction, interfe&ted by narrow lanes, with 
“* a fquare in the centre, which ferves as a market-place, where we faw a few pieces 
“ of cannon. They have good gardens, and their vineyards produce wine, as al- 
“ ready mentioned. Between the city and the hills is a {mall town, chiefly inha- 
“bited by aRMENIANS. : : 


“* We might have made our tract from paxu much fhorter, without returning 
‘* back fo far northward, but no provifion had been colleed in that rout; and as 
“ to coming direétly from pERBEND to SHAMAKIE, the highland rarrars to the 
“ fouthward. of that city towards the kur, though they acknowledge fubjection 
“ tothe perstans, fubfift too much by plunder, to be trufted, . . 


“* Fepruary the 28th, having ftaid here ten days, as well to-refreth ourfelves; 
* as for other reafons, we direéted our courle fouthwards, over a marthy plain, for 
fifteen wertts. ; : 


“ Marcu the ift, our way lay through a fandy plain, where we pitched our 
‘© tencs on the north banks of the lake MUSA; the PERSIANS, who yet remained 
** with us, went over to the fouth fide: In this place were fuch a number of wild 
“* goats and pheafants, that we killed fome almoft at every fhot, The nextday we 
** crafied the morafs; the road being very bad, we were obliged to repair it before 
‘* it was paffable. : 

“ Tue gd, early in the morning we marched fifteen werfts, and encamped on’ 
-~ the north-fide of the famous river KURA, near the bridge of boats, half a mile 
“* to the weftward of which the aras and the KuRA join their ftreams, and run 
“into the caspian fea, A little to the eaftward is a caftle in tuins, though it was 
*© built fo lately as the time of napir snan. There is another on the fouth fide” 
* of the river; here is a circular pyramid of near fifty feet high; in which are. 
“* niches’ filled with two hundred and two human heads, of: the late perstaw and 
M.m 2 pot te tan taR 


. 


268 THE JOURNEY OF THE RUSSIAN Part IV. 


te eantan chiefs of the sHamaxre rebellion, whe were all beheaded in one 
morning. Thefe rartars had not acknowledged fubjection to paxsia, and yet 
they were treated as rebels. : ‘ 


_.% Tue 4th, we pafied the KURA*9ON avery mean bridge of boats held together 
“ by an iron chain of about five hundred feet long: This river has high fandy- 


“ banks: directing our courfe fouth-weft, we incamped on the banks of the ara.’ 
Here we found feveral fmall villages, almoft the only ones inhabited which we: 


‘ 


a 
a8 


had {een fince we left saku; and thefe, in three days titne, were treated in fach a 
manner by our PERSIAN convoy, that many of the inhabitants were obliged to 
<* leave their houfes, their wives and children, to the mercy of thefe {poilers. 


« 
ae 


“© Tye aRAS runs into the wide and extended plains of mocuan °, which reach © 


«© near one hundred and eighty miles from north to fouth, and fixty from eait to 
«© weft; they are bounded on the north by the caucasus, and the fouth by the 
Taurus’, having a hilly country to the weft, and the fea to the eaft. . Thefe 
* plains were formerly inhabited by fhepherds, who lived in tents, and were rich in 
* herds and flocks; they profeffed the religion of the Mac1, and lived peaceable and 
“ innocent lives. This was alfo the great nurfery of persian cavalry, and where 
“ the fovereigns of this country bred thofe beautiful horfes for which the Persians 
“< were diftinguifhed. T%<{ plains abound in ferpents of different fpecies: in the hot 
«© months of the fummer, the inhabitants are wont to retire with their flocks into the 
«© mountains. They have plenty of wild fwine, deer and antilopes, with various kind: 
« of fowl, which we diverted ourfelves in fhooting. Napir treated the inhabitants 


& 


aon 


‘with great feverity:s either difperfing, deftroying, or fending them to KHORASAN. ° 


* Tue 15th, a report prevailed in our camp, that the LescrEs, between DERBEND 
© and sax, had made inroads into the low countries, and defeated the PERSIAN 
« forces; alfo that they had feduced the inhabitants of sHaMaKIE to join them. 


46 Whatever grounds there were for this alarm, the embaffador decamped with ~ 


‘© fome precipitation. We-marched twenty werfts, over hard {mooth ground, and 


«< encamped on the banks of a ftanding water which communicated with the KuRA, ~ 


“© ‘We fhould have made our march longer, but that we found great fcarcity of 
“¢- cattle for our carriages. aoe te ‘ . 

* Tue. 16th, we marched: fouth-eaft twenty-two werfts, through thefe deferted’ 
*¢ plains, which now were extremely delightful, abounding in grafs and flowers, 


“ with great plenty of phyfical herbs: they are alfo refrefhed by feveral: fmall- 
great plenty or . phy a4 


“ rivers which run into the caspran fea, We encamped on the banks of. a lake 
4 
6 


foe 


88th; 


Je might perhaps have been more agreeable to fome readers, if Thad called the river xara by ite 
antient- name cyRUS, and the ARas, aRaxes; but as all modern maps adopt the modern names, I 


as 


of frefh water: the day following we pafled by fix remarkable round hills, ° 
and encamped.on. the foot of another, twenty werlts from ous lait flage. The - 


thought it moft confutent to follow their example, efpecially as I have done the fame with regard to 


other places: : » This word is alfo wrote Mo@an; and chULI MéGHAM. ~ 
- ¢ The names cawcasus and Taurus are fometimes ufed fynonimouily; but what the properdiftine- 
tion is, in different.places, I know not. : : 


’ 
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“ 18th, we directed out courfe fouth-weft, where a ridge of high thountairs, covered 
“: with fhow,- prefented themfelves to our view; our road lying over 4 rifing 
“ ground, bedecked with clover, and feveral kinds of herbs, The banks of the. 
“* river iLcHay ate high and fandy ; the ftream, though fomewhat rapid, is clear ; 
** it abounds in fith of the fize of a common trout, of a filver colour, with {mall 
** excrefcences on their heads like horns, We encamped on a plain on the fouth, 
“* fide of the river; near a {mall inhabited village. ‘We then direted our courfe 
“* due fouth, through a marfhy ground Overgrown with reeds and brambles, paffing 
* by feveral habitations, cultivated lands, and gardens abounding in fruit trees : 
-  fuch as almonds, figs, apples, plums, and cherries : thefe being now in their blof- 
“ fom, afforded no {mall delight, though this day’s journey was very fatiguing, 


~“ Tre roth, we travelled through marfhy lands well wooded, ¢roffing inany 
-“ ftreamys, over which we were obliged to make bridges ; and encamped on the 
“* tiver KEZILAGACH. The weather was now ferene, and the fan warm, though 
- © the nights were very cold, The next day the fcene was much the fame as of 
“ the 18th, and gave us much pleafuré. As we proceeded fouthward, the {pring 
“© feemed to make great advances every day. In travelling, the novelty of places. 
- © alfoy when the heart is at eafe, exhilarates the fpitits, as it Were by a more peculiar © 
“© benignity of providence, nae . 


“Tue 23d, the great difficulty we found in procuring the éatrlé which were 
“ neceffaty tor the embaffador’s ufe; obliged us to tarty tilt this day : we then’ 
marched through marfhy grounds and lofty woods, where alfo grow thany wild 
fruit-trees, -- From thence our road was on a caufe-way, made by sHAH ABag 


na mew 
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communication and trade of thefe parts. Having marched twenty werfts, we. 
encamped on-the north banks of the river LANCAR, ; : . 


= 


“ Tue 24th, our march lay on the fea-fhore, which is fandy. The country to 
“ the weftward, under the mountains of GHILAN, is fo thick of wood, and marfhy, 
this feafon of the year. Vines, pomegranates, and 
“* orange-trees, are alfo in great abundance : we encamped on the fide of a lake... 
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“Tue 25th, our marclr‘on the fea-fhore was very laborious, on account of the 

. “ fluid fands : we forded the river.asrara, fituated in the province of the fame 
“ame, whole governor is independent of that of GHILAN Or SHIRVAN. This 
‘* province is rich iy grain, fruits, and filk-worms ; but the air is unwholfome. 
Oncthe hills to the weftward are the remains of a fortification built by the 
““ Russtans : here are feveral {mall villages meanly inhabited, and the houfes ina 
“ruinous condition ; the inhabitants of the neighbouring mountains having, 
** frequently committed hoftilities in thefe low lands. The 27th, our road lying 
partly on the fea-fhore, and partly through woods and marfby lands, we paffed 
“ many rivers and rivulets, gathering oranges and pomegranates, which we found. 
“in great plenty, but neither of them delicious in “favor. The 31ft, the roads 
“ continuing the fame, made our three days, marches very fhort.. April the iit, 
“* our courfe lay on a caufe-way, with deep ditches on both fides, meeting with a 


a 


a 


the Great, as well for the facility of marching an army, as to fuppore the 


“SS great sé 
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« great number of {mall rivers, in which this country.abounds ; at length we pitclied 
« our tents on the banks of the LEsaR, near which there is a large plain. ; 


«Tue 2d; this day exhibited a {cene of defolation in the number of ruined 
“« villages, through which we paffed, though the foil appeared to be extremely 
« fruitful. _ This country alfo abounds in timber, intermixed with fruit-trees, and 
« vines, whofe grapes are faid to produce good wine. @ pafled no lefs than 
& fixteen fmall rivers, and encamped near the town of KESKAR, Here we, found 
* a great body of ousBEG TARTARS belonging to the PERSIAN army, who. had 
“ permiffion to live at difcretion, till the inhabitants- fhould pay a heavy contri- 
« bution, which the saan had impofed on them. Some.of thefe TARTARS gave 
© proof of great virtue and moderation; whilft others violated matrons and 
« virgins with a favage licentioufnefs, often killing not only the men who oppofed 
« them, but the women alfo. This town, and the diftri€t of the fame name, is 
- under the jurifdiction of the governor of GHILAN, whole refidence is at RESHD! 
Not long fince this place was remarkable for the quantity of raw filk it produced, 
é¢ and for many filk fabrics; but the oppreffion of napir’s government feemed to 
« have involved every thing in one common ruin. Near this place we faw the 
« ruins of a fort which the russrans had formerly built to prevent the incurfions of 
the neighbouring mountaineers, " . 


‘© THe 3d, as the ambaffador now efteemed himfelf fecure, with regard to the - 
¢ rebellion toward the KURA, and near the end of his journey to GHILAN, he halted. 
The 4th, we marched twenty werfts, through delightful woods and gardens 5 
© and croffing feveral rivulets over ftone bridges, we encamped on the HALKALA~ 
yan, whole banks are very pleafant. : ee 
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“Tue sth, the country ftill continued pleafant ; we marched over two rivers and- 
a lake, and the day following the embaffador made his entrance into RESHD.” 
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A coafting pilot, containing @ particular defcription of the coafts and parts of rhe 
: CASPIAN fea*, ; 


I Sat conclude this account of persra with the following deferi ption of the coafts. 
and ports of the caspran fea, extracted from Captain WoopRoors’s coaftin 

pilot. The fubjeét has fome conneion with what has been faid in the 22d, 23d, 
and.24th chapters of this volume 3 and though it may be barren of pleafure to thofe - 
who delight neither in commerce, geography, nor navigation ; yet as this fea has 
merited the attention of hiftorians ; and the BRITISH nation never had any accurate 
information concerning it, we may prefume that the following account of its na~ 
vigation will not be ungrateful to fome readers. The original papers of captain 
wooproorg,: from whence this defcription is extracted, are more verbofe, but do not 
contain any thing material that I have omitted, fas 


__- FROM ASTRACHAN to YERKIE is fixty ENGLISH miles : the channel is for the 
“* moft part pretty good, except juft below rwan CHUK, where, at low water, 
“* there is only eight feet at moft. Ships formerly entered and cleared out at 
“ YERKIE 3 but that place being now almoft overflowed, is left in ruins, and the 
‘© office removed to SADLISTOVA, about two leagues to the northward, ss 

- Near VERKIE is the ifland cARAasA, where all goods imported are landed, and 
“* warehoufes built for their reception in quarantain ; and fhips lay off for the fame 
“© purpofe. There is generally feven and a half feet water on YERKIE bar, but upon 
“ extraordinary winds it rifes to nine or ten feet. In order to fail Over YERKIE 
“ bar, and down to cHzTanre-Bocor 1E, after you get to the lower part of the river 
“ below vEeR«re, and are paft the reeds, fteer out a little wefterly ; or if the weather 
“ be clear and fhews CHETIRIE-BOGORIE; keep the land open; then failing over 
“ feven and a half feer, you find a bottom of hard fand for near half a mile, and it 
** deepens to two and two and a half fathoms, If you Come to anchor in two and 
“ a half fathoms, run it about two cables length to the weft towards a little red cliff 
“on the ifland roonrena, where there is three fathoms water, and. a pood holding? 
“* ground, with black mud and fand, : a zs 
“ Ate the coaft is very low and marthy, and the air over it being generally hazy, 
it is difficult to diftinguith places. From YERKIE all veftels take their departure,: 
and this place they allo make when homeward bound. ° ; 
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* See Chart, Chap. XX, 
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& Govurna-serorKa lies about nine leagues to the fouthward of verxiz, and 
near it is generally two fathoms water ; but on the middle fand, which lies off 
CHETIRGE-BOGORIE from fouth feuth-eaft ta fouth fouth-ealt half fouch, at the 
diftance of near eight leagues, is only eight feet water. It muft be remarked, 
that as low as cHETIRIE-BOGORre there is generally frefh water, except after a 
gale of foutherly wind. On leaving the bank of courNa-sEROTKA, the fea 
deepens fo as you cannot find a bottom with any line, . 


< Jy this fea there are no tides; but hard-gales of wind either from the north or 
fouth,’ raife the, water three or four feet, and fometimnes more; and. when thefe 
gales ceafe, the water returns to its ordinary ‘depth, with a prodigious current, 
and confufed fea. It mutt alfo be obferved, that it is the fame on the Persian 
coatt as an the RUSStAN ; but rendered ftronger and more irsegular oa the latter,. 
by the ftreams which iffue from.the VOLGA, IAMBA, and. ¥alkK. This yccafions 
the lofs of many veffels, for the force of thele currents. is apt to deceive. Captain, 


‘ wooproorE, after his firft voyage, inftead of heaving the logg, made ule of deep, 


{ea-lines, and the heavieft lead; for the. lead remaining fteady, dilcovered his 
courfe more exaétly. It is alfo to be noted, that, on the north-coaft, the 
foundings begin before 'you enter much into thefe contrary currents, which are 
generally occafioned by the wind coming from the oppofite points of north of 
fouth. ‘The russians lofe many veffels on the fholes of the north coat; for want 
of attention and fkill.”’“‘Thefe veffels, when laden, generally draw nine or ten feet 


water; and as'they run into eleven or twelve feet, before a fouth or fouth-eaft 


wind, which frequently raife a tumbling fea, it muft neceffarily endanger their 
{ecurity. This might be eafily prevented. by keeping to the eaftward towards 
KARAGANSKOI, or the iland of cunautz, in all which are very fafe roads. 


+ As the land both at cnrrcHEENA and KuLaLie is low and marthy, and {pring 
and fall are generally attended with great fogs; the unexperienced navigator mutt _ 
be on his guard, particularly on the weit. coaft, where’ he. muft keep his lead 
going ; and when he comes into thirty-tive or forty fathoms water,- then he muft 


- edge into thirty fathoms: as he approaches caITCHEENA. the ground is fhelly, 
< with alight grey.fand. hen hauling. out north. north-eaft, or north-eaft by 


north, he will pafs over a clean white fand, which. runs,out fouth-eaft from: ; 


_CHITCHEENA into twelve and fifteen fathoms. water. ‘The. nearer he approaches 


to TOOLEENA the gtound is blacker, but about five leagues to the eaitward is a 
clean grey fand, without mud. : : 
“ Tue diftance between carscHEENA and. TooLEENa is about nine leagues, eight 
of which are a good channel::. bur it muft be particularly remarked, that FOOLEENA 
is rather a fhole than an ifland ; for when the water. is:high, nothing but. reeds 
appear upon it, and in turning to windward it is not advifeable to ftand nearer 
either to it or cTcHezENA than in thréé fathoms:water. If neceflity obliges to 
run. between the point of land and currcnena, keep pretty clofe to the point, 
becaufe on the other fide there is: a fhole which runs.a great. way, and a. little 
fpot that is quite dry. : : a 
2 . “ Ar 
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““ AT perernn there was formerly 4 landing-place for goods, but jt is now under : 


water. This is the wort port, if it may be cailed fuch, in the whole CASPIAN fea, * 


not only with regard to the loading and unloading of boats on the. fhore, but from 
the ftony foul ground in the road, . : . 


“* On the weft coaft you ought to keep the lead «as foon as you make pernenp. 


When on fhore you will find hard ftony ground, intermixed. with cockle and 
mulcle hells, in about thirty-or forty fathoms, : a : 


“ Frost may to feptember there are feldom any hard gales of wind, .and 
therefore fhips in perpenp road bringing the lower end of the fouth wall to 
beat due weit, may lie.in feven fathom water, which is about three. quarters of 
an ENGLISH mile from the fhore. Here is a clean {pot of fandy ground for at 
leaft_ two cables length every way; but in winter it is not advifeable to come 
Nearer than one and a half mile, in eleven fathoms, and to lie as near the middle 
of the two walls as poflible, where the ground is nor altogether fo bad: but there’* 
are many loofe ftones, very hurtful to cables ; fo that care muit be taken not 
to lay too flack moored, that the variable winds which blow on this coaft, and 
the counter cuirents, which fometimes fhift feveral times a day, may not do: 
mifchief. It is always found the beft method to lie at fingle anchor, and to 
have your fails furled with rope yarn, fo as to be ready on any emergency, 
It is never obferved, that the eafterly winds blow aboye two and a half points 
from the fhore, ; : 


“ THE next part is NIEZABAD, by others called. nizzawoy, where there is clean. 
holding ground of ouze and fand. Between this and SPITZBERMACK is a 
remarkable rocky hill, near the fea-fide.* The russtan charts mention two rocks 
called the pwa BRaTIE ° but. captain wooproore fays, he traced that place - . 
very often without finding them. . - - 2 ; : ke 


“THE RUSSIANS and PERSIANS often pafs through the ftraits of. APSHERON, 
between sweror and the main; this is very furprizing, as the paflage is 
dangerous, and they have thirty leagues of good fea room between zenor and 
the eaftern main, If the Navigator is. under a neceffity of going between 
sweTor and the weftern main, there is a good channel through it, with: three 
and a half fathoms clay ground, for near half a mile wide : but on both fides 
are many-tocks.; fo that there is no venturing, except by day-light, and taking 
proper. care.to keep the lead. ; ee 


“Ow the fouth fide of zizo; there is good anchoring-sround, and protection 
from the northerly winds ; care however muft be taken of a fhole that runs 
eat fouth-eaft from this ifland, which rifes pretty bold, and has white clifts - 
on the fouth fide ; in clear weather they may be feen- at the diftance, of -five or 
fix leagues, . ; ; a tame Ve 

* “ Brine 


8 Seq Phrafe for throwing. : * As expreffed in the fea-chart, 


Vou. 1 Nn ; 
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« Berne bound from the northward to BAKU, it is neceflary to give the great 
«© sran’s bank a good birth *; then haul in about weft north-weft for the entrance 
of the bay, which lies between the iland warcrn and a little fifhing town: 
«* ona bluff point on the weftern main, is a clear channel of feven fathoms, near a 
“ league over. Vefiels fometimes go to the eaftward of narctn; but the rock 
© of DAVERISH, as well as feveral fholes which were formerly iflands, together 
« with the fmall depth of three fathoms, render that channel dangerous. ” On 
« the eaft fide of the bay of saku they dig falt and brimftone, and coafting veffels 
« receive their loadings. In the mole of paku is two fathoms water. T his may 
«be denominated the beft, if not the only true port, in the CASPIAN fea. 


« Tur ifland BOULLAH lies to the fouth weft of paxu; to the eaft and fouth 
« there is about ten fathoms waters but to the weft is a bank of fand from the 
«& weftern main, which is almoft dry. : ee 7 ; 


& Swinoy is a bold ifland, about four leagues from the weftern main; but there 
«¢ are two rocks near the north end of it. The fhole of fand, ealled the little 
*¢ span’s bank, is about fix miles long, and two broad, and has only fourteen feet 
«e water. The foundings round it are. very gradual, and as you approach it, the 
«. pround changes from loofe mud to fand. 


. © Tue ifland kuRA, though low, is very fteep on all fides. About three leagues 
té fouth-eaft by fouth from this iand is a rock juft at the water’s edge, which, at 
«¢ a diftance, refembles two boats. Neither the Russ1aNs nor the PERSIANS, in my 
& time, were acquainted with them 5 and it is more than probable that many veffels 
« in their paffage from the river KURA to BAKU, have been loft upon this fpot, for 
«& ag never to have been more heard of. This river has at the entrance two fathoms. 
« water, and is a general rendezvous for all persian veflels going, to, or returning, 
« from Baku. Coming in with the coatt, navigators fhould have a particular care 
« to ayoid a bank of fand about five leagues to the weftward of ENzELLEE, where 

« jg is only eleven feet water... The proper place for anchoring in ENZELLEE 

« road, is to bring the ftore-houfes on the weft fide of the bar to bear fouth 

« fouth-weft, and to run into ten oF twelve fathoms water. Captain woop- 

« ROOFE frequently obferved, that in coming from the northward with a hard 
« ‘pale of wind at north, on his arrival on this coaft, it has veered to the north-- 
«¢ weft, the fouth-caft, .or, as generally happens, to the weft; fo that when the 

«-wind is north at fea, the veffels in this road, baving it in che points juft men- 

« tioned, lie in the trough of the fea, and ride in a very difagreeable, as well as. 

* jinfecure manner. ; 


“G [ue river sEFIETROOD having eldom above three feet water at its entrance, is 
« of no ule to fhips, though there is a vary good depth within the bar. As a 
« ftapid ftream runs from. this river into the fea, with a great eddy, it is not proper 
«¢ to hold nearer than feven fathoms water, though there. is five or fix fathoms 

; ; s¢ within 

* Sea-term for keeping at a diftance from land, in allufion to room in a fhip, for which this term 

is alfo. adopted. : 


Chap. LIX. THE CASPIAN SEA, agg 


« within three quarters of a mile from the fhore. If you get into this eddy, with 
“ little or no wind, there is great danger of being driven a-fhore to the fouthward, . 
«© and many a PERSIAN veflel has been loft in calm weather. 3 


* Apour four miles up the sEFrzTROOD a fmall channel runs into the lake of 
“© ENZELLEE, and ferves as a paffage for boats; but at very low water they are 
« obliged to haul them over a fhole for about forty yards, Were it not for this 
s* inconvenience, there would be communication between PERRYBAZAR and raupi- 
« zar, for loaded boats, without the neceffity of going to fea. To the fouthward 
<¢ of sEFIETROOD there is a cove, the entrance of which there is near a cable’s length, 
« with two fathoms water; and as there is the fame depth within, twelve or fifteen 
« fail of thips might lie land-locked, with the utmoft fecurity. 


s¢ Tue next port is LANGAROOD Cove, which is about two and a half miles from 
 eaft to weft, and about one from north to fouth. As it has ten or eleven fect 
*¢ water, it would ftand one of the higheft in rank, were it not that the entrance 
“ is fo narrow, that it muft be buoy’d before it is attempted. Lancaroop road 
« js however much frequented: the beft place to anchor, is to bring the point on 
“© the fouth fide of the bar to bear fouth-weft by weft, and the peak of Lanijan 
«¢ hill weft fouth-weft, running into feven fathoms water, where there is clean fandy 
«© ground, one and a half mile from the fhore. It mutt be obferved there is a bank 
« of fand which extends ifelf from serreTRoop about three leagues to the bottom 
* of this bay. On the edge of this bank about twenty fathoms there is foft mud. 
“‘ The river which runs up to the town of LanGarood, is abouc a cable’s length 
“ to the weftward of the fouth of the bar, and is almoft concealed with reeds. 
Tes courfe is north-eaft. ‘There is a fhole of feven fect, but it afterwards deepens 
* to two fathoms. 


Ron 


es 28 


«’ AL EMMAROOD, OF, 4s it is fometimes called, oBEASKY, is a fmall village to the 
* eaft, with a river navigable for boats, drawing four feet water. By means of the 
© Jakes it communicates with MEscHEDIzaR, Off which you may anchor in niae 
«* fathoms water in clean ground. 


“ Tue next place is FARABAD, on the eaft fide of the bank of a little river. 
« Off this town one may anchor in ten fathoms water in good ground; however 
*¢ the beft of thefe roads on the fouth coaft are but difagreeable, as there is gencrally 
st a fwell from the fea. The wind is generally wefterly,; when it comes to the 
*¢veaft point, it is very moderate, and attended with pleafant weather even in the 
« mid of winter. The navigation of the fouth-eaft part of the caspran, from 
«© FaRABAD tO ASTRABAD bay, is very fafe and eafy, the foyndings regular, and 
« the ground clean, The palace of asHeReFF, which is built with ftone, is a good 
“ Jand-mark, and may be feen a great way at fea. Le . 


« Comune either from the north or weft, the fureft way to fail over asTRABAD 
4t bar into the bay, is to bring the lower point of land, on the weft fide, to bear 
© fouth-weft at one and a half mile diftance. In calm weather it juft appears above 
« the water, and when there is any fea, the breakers are vifible:. feering in fouth 
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fouth-eaft foutherly till that fpit of fand bears due weft ; then fteering fouth and 
fouth by weft, you may anchor about a mile to the weftward of the entrance of 
the river KoRGaN; but in going into KaNDaAGAaSER road, it is neceflary to 
obferve a fpit of fand which runs about half a mile from the mouth of that river. 
The bar -has eleven to twelve feet water, with hard fand for about a mile, then 
deepens to three and a half and four fathoms, with a bottom of foft clay. If 
the weather prevents the fight either of the fpit of fand, or breakers on the weft 
fide of the bar, run within a mile of the eaft main, which is eafy to be feen, 
fteering in fouth and fouth by weft: there is the fame depth all over the bay, 
which is from two to four fathoms water, in the fpring and fall of the year. 
‘There is a fmall low ifand covered with reeds, which appears to the north-eaft 
of astraBap bar, very near the eaft main; there is not above five feet water 
round it; but a league to the weftward is two fathoms, 


“© From the bar of astragap to the fouth end of the ifland ocruytnskor, or, 
as the peRsrans Cail it, 1paK, is thirty. two and a half leagues, fteering north- 
weit by north half north. The deepeft water in that tract is from feven to ten 
fathoms, foft ground, but ten leagues to fea there is thirty-five fathoms water, 
deepening gradually. The channel between the north end.of 1paKx and the 
weft of: DEVERISH is near amile and a half wide, with three or four fathoms 
water; the north end of 1pax lies under water, and is terminated by an 
eminence, which appears as an ifland, Between the eaft end of peverisn and 


‘NAPHTONIA there is another channel, which is very narrow. . You have good 


‘fhelter between NAPHTONIA and oGRUJINSKOI, either from the -north-eaft or 
weft, with the advantage of putting out to fea with any wind. The beft water 
is clofe to the iland parcan, where there is clean ground; but the north fide 
of it is ftony. at : 


* Dacapaw isa little high ifland, about two cables length from the north main, 


‘ and full two fathoms water round it; the anchorage is fo fecure, that the fhip 


might be moored ta the ifland, and a ftage built from her on fhore.. A little 
way from this ifland there are two large rocks above water; three or four leagues 
further you have but nine feet water, and at the foot of the mountain only five. 
The points on the north fide of the entrance of this lake confift of high red cliffs, 
which form a fand or gravel of the fame colour wafhed from it, and from thence 
it is called KRasNa-wopa*. Within that point the banks are all high rugged 
rocks, the reft lying under water *, 


S Cowcernine the lake KarapocasKkor, it muft be obferved, that all the-eaft- 

coaft from KRASNA-wWoDA to cape KARAGANSKOI, is a ragged fhore and rocky 

ground: in many places there are high rocks at a diftance from the fhore, which 

appear as iflands; but prudence forbids a near approach to them, ey 
; s¢ In 

a Which in russran fignifies red water. 

* A more particular defeription of BaLKHAN is contained in chap. XXXIV. 


Chap. LIX. THE CASPIAN SEA; 


‘* In the latitude of forty-three there feems to be a large inlet b 
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rocks; but we never had occafion to mak. 


to forty-three degrees there is a fand bank eight or nine lea 
twenty leagues in extent; on it there is about twenty 


always appears difcoloured. 


e a difcovery of it, 
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ehind forme high 
From toerty-two 


gues broag and 
-five fathoms water, which 


are already mentioned : in the 


former there is good fhelter from fouth and fouth-eaft winds; and the latter has 
avery good harbour, where there is ten or eleven feet water, with clean fandy”” 
ground. This ifland is barren and uninhabited ; but the harbour is the general 
rendezvous for all the Russtan vefféls, which load fith at the ya 


and DERBEND. There are feveral {mall 
but we never had any opportunity of furve 


ifands to the eaftwar 
ying them.” 
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Own the 33th of feptember, 1744, I left resup, and arrived at PERRYBAZAR, 
intending to depart for astRACHAN. Flere we embarked in a flat-bottomed persian 
boat, to go down the canal formed by the inroads of the fea: the reeds through 
which we paffed fent forth an ungrateful ftench. The fand-bank on the bar of — 
ENZELLEE is often fhifted by the north winds, which ufually create a great furge, 
and render it dificult to get off the fhore. In about five hours we reached the 
peninfula of EnzeLteE, where the Russran conful Baxoonin, and feveral mer- 
chants of that nation, had taken up their lodgings in tents, for the convenience of the © 
pure air, and for the eafier communication with their fhips. I vifited the conful, 
and defired, as there was no plague or epidemical diftemper in GHinan, that he 
would grant a bill of health for captain woopRoore’s crew and paffengers,. Upon 
which he required me to fend on fhore two of our Russran feamen, who wanted 
to leave the fhip, though we could not conveniently navigate her without them: as 
I knew that he had given countenance to thefe mutinous fellows, I defired to be 
excufed. He then demanded, in very imperious terms, if I acknowledged him 
as her imperial majefty’s conful? I anfwered in the affirmative, and that other= 
wife I fhould not have applied to him for a bill of health. «* As fuch then,” replied 
he, ‘ I demand the two russian fubjeéts.” Upon this occafion he took the 
liberty to tell me with fome warmth, that I oppofed his meafures, and had been 
continually intriguing fince I came into persta, What he meant F know not, nor 
do I believe he knew his own meaning; this 1 know, that he was too much an 
enemy of our trade, to relifh my endeavours to eftablith it. - If moderate prefents 
and a decent deportment could have made him our friend, the faétors either in 
GHILAN, oF in ST. PETERSBURG, were not wanting in this refpect; but he feemed. 
determined to oppofe our interefts. I contented myfelf with laughing in his face, 
in return for this vague and idle accufation; ‘but as he gave his word of honor, that 
the men fhould return on board according to their engagement to ferve the fhip, I 

’ confented to their coming afhore: we parted in a civil manner, and upon his giving 
us a billof health, f went on board. ' 

Tuoveu the fuccefs which we had at asrRaBAD, was no more than an effect of 
what has been always confidered as one of the antient laws and cuftoms of PERsiIa; 
yet in the diftreffed ftate of that country, had it not been for ExTow’s connexions, 
and the sHAu’s pride in appearing fuperior to thefe rebellions, we might not have. 
had fuch good fortune. -The whole {um hitherto recovered, was faithfully invefted 
in raw filk, which, after fo. many perils, I had now the fatisfaction to fee fafe on 
board; upon which we departed. . : : 


Tre egth of feptember, after a paflage of thirteen days, we came to anchor at 
YERKIE: here we were vifited by the commander of the guardfhip, who informed 
us, that if we had any other goods on board but fuch as were of the produce of 
cuitan, and did not declare them, the law made it death to the offender, befides 
burning the fhip and cargo. Mr. paxcoonrn, the russtan conful, had reprefented 
to the governor of AsTRACHAN, that there was a plague at casnan, from whence 
manufactured persian goods were wont to be brought into Russia. The com- 
mander having required us to come on fhore, we went to a fmall uninhabited ifland, 
on the eaft fide of the entrance of the vorca, A fire being made, the furgeon 

: te ee and 
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and his attendants took the windward of us, and demanded to fee our breafts, as 
is ufual in fuch cafes ; and after he was fatisfied that we had-no infection, our letters 
were delivered to him, being firft dipped in vinegar, and dried in the fmoke. 
The next day the commander fent for the captain and myfelf to come on fhore, on ° 
the fame ifland, where we were a fecond time interrogated if we had any CASHAN 
goods on board, and by virtue of an order he had received for that purpofe, 
required of us to declare in writing in what places we had been fince we left Russta. 


- Tue rft of oftober, we found the water fall from twelve to nine and a half feet, 
fo that we lay near the ground; but the danger was not great, becaufe the winds, 
which create a fwell, raifed the water alfo. On the 2d, the wind. blew fo hard 

- at fouth weft, that the rossran fhip which departed from Guinan in our company, 
having loft her fheet anchor, was driven on fhore at CHETIRIE BOGORIE, and in no 
fimall danger of being plundered by the kHauMucKs. After we had waited here 
with irapatience till the 11th of october, in very cold and difagreeable weather, 
without any fupplies of frefh provifion ; a fignal was at length made by the guard-fhip, 
for us to come on board. Here we had the mortification to learn, that we were 
ordered to perform a quarantain of fix weeks on an uninhabited ifland, a little to 

“the eaftward; but it was impoffible for ‘us to execute this order, in all its parts, 
as there was not fufficient .water for our fhip by two feet. However, the news 
which afflicted us moft was, the lofs of all our letters, difpatches, and’ paffports, 
with the lives of twelve foldiers: for one of the EmpreEss’s boats. which was fent 
up eleven days before, had been attacked on the way by the KHaLmucks, and the 
whole crew murdered. Upon this two boats well armed were fent up the river in 
fearch of thefe barbarians who had committed this outrage. At length, on the 
r6th, I received letters from the ENGLISH agent in ASTRACHAN, acquainting me 

’ that captain wooproore’s fhip and crew were ordered to perform a quarantain of 
twelve weeks inftead of fix, and that neither the thip nor myfelf would be permitted 
to return to PERSIA in quarantain. ‘The whole feeret of the affair was, that her 
imperial majefty’s minifters finding that Mr. Eton was deeply engaged in pro- 
jects, which they confidered- as detrimental to the Russtan empire, had given 
orders to the governor of asTRACHAN, not only to prevent any goods going to 
the confignment of Mr. zzton; which was naturally confidered as a prelude to 
the total prohibition of the trade; but alfo to detain the two srirrsn fhips as foon 
as they fhould arrive. However, fix weeks quarantain would anfwer the purpofe 
as well'as a longer time, and in the iffue it was reduced to that period. 


Tue governor of asTRACHAN, apprehending that 1 might have fomething to 
communicate to him, permitted me to comé to the city, on condition of remaia- 
ing a weck longer in quarantain, detached from the crew, and without bringing 
wich me the leaft part of my cloaths or baggage. Having therefore given the neceflary 
orders for landing the filk, the 2oth I went up a little branch of the vorca, and 
landed on the ifland caraza, now appointed. for quarantain, where. we found 
feveral warehoufes and habitations, with a command of thirty foldiers. Here lodg~ 
ings were appointed for me, in a houfe detached from the crew and the other pal- 
fengers: The russtaw feamen were now become fo mutinous, that the mafter was 
obliged to put them on fhore. : : ; : 


My 
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My quarantain being expired, on the 26th the governor of asrracnan fent me. 
his barge rowed by twelve grenadicrs, with fome of his own cloaths, for I was 
required to flrip mylf entirely naked in the Open air; and pafs through the ue - 
pleafant ceremony of having a large pail of warm water thrown upon me. Having 
gone through this difcipline, I embarked for astRACHAN. The voca about this 
place falls into a multiplicity of channels; and as the weather was hazy, it was with 
ditficulty we found our way into the great ftream. We were {oon informed, that 
four boats of KHauMucK robbers were in the river 5 fo that felf-prefervation called 
on us to be on our guard. In the way we fell in with a command of foldiers 
fearching the creeks for thefe barbarians. In the evening we got to the noted fithery 
Of LAVRINTIE IwanxwisH, where we refted. Here I obferved very large dogs, 
like ENGLISH maftiffs, but not fo fierce; alfo immenfe quantities of fifth, which are 
prepared with falt, and laid up in large piles. 


Tae 27th, we arrived fafe in ASTRACHAN, where I received information of 
what had patitd in tonpon and sr, PETERSBURG, for feveral months before, in 
relation to EL'Ton and our unhappy caspran trade. The next day I waited on the 
governor, whofe behaviour was now very different from what it had been twelve 
months before. He was referved upon the article of our trade in general, though 
very inquifitive concerning ELron. I took notice to him, that I found myfelf in 
fome diigrace in Russta, on account of my fuppofed connexion with ELTON ; 
though, in reality, we were entirely feparated, his purfuits and mine being of a 
very different nature. It was plain from his difcourfe, that he thought this fepa- 
ration was political only ; but he was too polite to tell me f in exprefs terms. 
I did not appear before him with an empty ‘hand, yet his behaviour was hardly 
within the limits of civility. ‘The reproach which I prefume he was under for in- 
dulging us, had now changed ‘his conduét in fuch a manner, as if it had been cri- 
minal to appear an advocate for our trade. This was the fituation of our commerce 
on the caspian fide, whilft the traders at home were at fome lofs, to whom 
they fhould now confign a large quantity of woollen goods laid UR in this place, 
elpecially as the market in GuiLan was glutted, . ; 

I paffed my hours very difagrceably, being for the fecond’ time fince T left sv. 
PITERSBURG, feparated trom all my cloaths, fervants, and conveniences of life, . 
and detained in a civil quarantain, for I was not permitted to depart for st. exters- 
pura, till the fix weeks were expired, This place afforded no amufement; nor 
had I any inclination to read, my thoughts being too much taken Up, oF rather’ 
perplexed with the unhappy fituation of our commerce, ‘During my abode in 
ASTRACHAN, I had a remarkable proof of the nature of military governments, 
None of the russran merchants wear fwords, except thofe who are immediately 
employed by the crown, in fome particular office; nor are they entitled to military 
rank, This diftinction I experienced ; for on the fame {pot on which | happened 
to be infulted, when I wore no fword, foon after this accident the miftaken com- 
pliments of the military honors were beftowed upon me by the guard, for no other 
teafon than being armed with this weapon, . 
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The author. leaves ASTRACHAN, and travels to MOScO, where he vifits the BRITISH 
embaffador.. 


HIE, 22d of november, I obtained permiffion to depart for st. PETERSBURG. — 

The votca was covered with floating ice, infomuch that no boatmen would _ 
undertake to carry me to zariTzeN ; therefore I refolved to travel by land on the 
weftern banks of that river.. As I had with me but two fervants, 1 thought it necef~ 
fary to join a caravan, the KHALMUCKS. having lately committed feveral murders 
on that road, Upon enquiry, I was informed that BoGDANOFF the fecretary of the 
falt-office at asrRacHaN, and feveral Russ1an merchants, under the convoy of five 
coffacks, were then ready for departure. _ I embraced the opportunity of their com- 
pany, and crofied the vouGa. 


Tar 23d, we loft our way for fome hours, the defert being full of hills, and in *. 
many. places very fandy. Towards the evening, the russrans pitched their Tar- 
TAR KABITKAS*3 | preferred fleeping in my waggon, where I was better fheltered 

* from the injuries of the weather., The next day we travelled about thirty werfts in 
a fandy road, without feeing any objet, but.a wide extended plain, At night we 
procured a fupply of wood and hay, from a fithery on the voica; we alfo received 
the agreeable news, that a boat loaded with provifions, which my fellow-travellers 
had ordered to be fent after them from asTRacuan, happily found a paffage through: 
the ice, and was come near our encampment. I obferved here many human fculls,. 
as if the place had been a field of battle; for the xHaLMucks always leave their dead. 
uninterred. Upon examining feveral of thefe fculls, I could not difcover any fu- 
tures, which I imagined were neceffary for the funétions of animal life®. In winter 
thefe wandering TarTars fly from. the rigors of the cold, to the fouthern extremity 
of, their wild dominions. . . c ; 


Tue 24th, the road continued fandy, fo that we could not travel above thirty 
werfts in aday. On the 26th, we arrived at the fortification called ENATAFFSKI 
KREPosT, one hundred and twenty- werits from astracuan: here is a village in 

which two regiments of infantry, apd one of dragoons were quartered. | The 
fortification confifts of a deep ditch, fecured with a breaft-work, and well provided 

with artillery. Though this fettlement had been made only the fummer. before, 

yet it was well fupplied with the neceffaries of life, and from its fituation promiled 

great improvement. It ftands on an eminence, about half a werft from the vorca, 

a {mall branch of which runs into the valley jut below it, and forms a peninfula ; 

the adjacent country is well wooded, and the foil rich. Thefe fettlemalats are of 

great advantage to the RUSSIAN empire, for at the fame time as they awe the ae 
° and: 


2 Tents, . > The learned in fargery report, that the futures fn fome particular, perfons, ane . 
‘by age or accent obliterated ; but they doubt if there is any race of men without futures. ae 
, x 
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_ and prevent their incurfions, they open a trade with them for fheep and horfes; and 
an fome places for richer commodities. 


‘Tur 27th, we proceeded fifteen werfts to another RREPOST, where we took 2 
fupply of wood and water, intending to travel in the night. On the 28th, the 
weather grew more fevere, and the fnow made wheel carriages very laborious, 
particularly to the horfes in our TARTAR cart, which was loaded with tents and 
provifions,. The next day we met a large caravan goil%e to: asrracuan, which ° 
informed us that five perfons were miffing in zaritzen and cHERNOYARE, and 
as a bloody fhirt had ben found on the way, it was concluded they were mur- 
dered. Upon this we gave orders to aur coffacks, to keep a ftricter watch than 
ufual. Some of the company who had been impatient to proceed forwards, and 
intended to leave us, now thought it improper to feparate from the caravan. 
The goth, we arrived at cHERNoyare, where I. had ftopped in coming down the 
vouca the year before. Near this place, the KHALMUCK prince, and his flying 
court, were ufed to refide. Large pofts were fet up at certain diftances on the 
adjacent plains, on which they intended to hang out fignals, in cafe of an incur- 
fion of any great bodies of the TARTARS; by this means they might communicate 
the alarm from one fortification to another. Oppofite to this place is a rich mine 
of rock falt, which contributes largely to the revenues of the empire. The Vvotéa 
‘was now full of floating ice, which rendered the ‘paflage of it impracticable, and” 
cut off the communication with astRACHAN. 


On the rft of december, our company divided, ‘on which occafion I preferred the - 
party that intended to make the moft difpatch ; this day we travelled feventy ‘wertts, - 
» The ad, we found a russtan waggon, and the harnefies of feveral horfes belonging 
to the five perfons who had been really murdered. We travelled the fame diftance 
as yelterday, and the day following we arrived at zaRrTzen. : 


As the fnow now rendered the roads impracticable for whéel carriages, I fet my 
waggon on a fledge. During my ftay here I dined with the fecretary, who acted 
as jub-governor of the place. He prefented his wife to the company, who faluted 
her, according to cuftom. She then offered a falyer with fmall filver cups*of bran- 
dy, which was tepeated after dinner; but the did not fit with us ‘at table, I was 
not more amazed at the profufion of meats than at the badnefs of the cookery + 
The quantity of beer, quath’, and bad wine, which my companions {wallowed, 
. was alfo prodigious; but it was a feaft of friendthip, and the intent of it to recon- 
cile the astRacHaw. fecretary and one of the principal merchants of that city who 
had quarrelled : Their healths being drunk, the matter of the houfe obliged them 
to kifs each other. They were then faluted by all the company in the fame ; 
manner and, to complete the farce, they immediately reproached each other for 
pat injuries. 

Ow the 6th, I took my leave of my russran ‘friends, and departed froma 
ZariTZen, atended by two fervants. We travelled thirty werfts to a village 
: Ooze : : under 


* They callthem ctanka, — * A fpecies of {mall her, being a f2cond preparation of it boiled op. 
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“under the lines of: communication from the vorca. to the pon.. The ;th, the 
* cold weather increafed fo much, that the froft feized very ftrong wine which was 
under my feather-bed. We travelled about thirty werfts to CASHALIENA, firuated 
on the pon: The inhabitants here are a mixture of RUSSIANS and <CIRCASSIANS 3-_ 
. ghey. are poor but bleffed with liberty, having. a .HEeTMaN independent of . the. 
‘ government of zaeitzeNn. In four days more we had travelled only two hundred 
and twenty werfts from casHaLinna, and not without Jofing our .way feveral times, . 
the ftow being yet untrodden, | It often happens, particularly on the-yAEIK STEP, . 
that paffengers who do. not provide @ compafs, lofe their way and perifh, The, 
~winds now blew, bard and exceffive cold; fo that our carriers could not face. it, but: 
were more than’ once obliged to halt.. : Me sow pene ae 
"Tae rath, we reached micnarLove. This place is the grand.mart of the cos+ 
sack towns. Chey. bold their fair in january, when the merchants of. casawn bring. 
woollen and other manufactures, for which the cossacxs exchange the furs of foxes 
“taken near the pon. The next, day we travelled. to NovocHopersKayja,. the RuS- 
‘gran barrier on the river cHoper, and from thence we proceeded fixty werlts. “In, 
the evening we ftopt at BRuSsANO, where the inhabitants informed us that a band . 
‘of robbers had broken into two houfes the night before, and plundered them ; 
they.chad, moreover tortured the peafants, by putting fire between their fingers to. 
coblige them to deliver their money. Thefe robbers had taken the road to TAMBOVE, 


and were fo clofely purfued, that we found hams and other provifions.which they 
had dropped in their flight. Z 


Tur. x4th, we travelled forty.werfts, and arrived at a:poft:hut on: the. defers, 
where we met the KuaLmuck, embaflador, , attended -by feveral Russian officers 
returning from mosco, whither he and his retinue go yeatly to eat wholefome food, 
and obtain the prefent of a coat. From thence we proceeded to KuSminKa, and 
the 15th, we reached the city of TAMBOVE, ficuated-on the river swa.. The next 
day proceeding eighty werfts, we arrived at KOsLoveE: this is: a large city,. but all 
the houfes are of wood, and make @ very mean appearance. Here is a monaftery 
where the monks maintain themfelves chiefly by their own labour, and are. con~ 
fequently no great burthen to the fociety. The 17th, we arrived at ORANIENBURG, 
a fort fixty werfts from KosLove, built by the once. famous prince. MENZIKOFF, 
who had the grant of a certain duty on the merchandife which is carried this way. 
In this place ftate prifoners are fometimes confined... -- REP Gg 2S aca Sead 


The 18th, we advanced forty werfts, paffing through -many, villages farrounded 
with arable lands, and well watered. The woods which the eye every way meets 
at certain diftances,. contribute much to beautify the profpect; but this was no 
feafon for rural, pleafures. The 2oth, thefe two days we travelled about one hun-+ 

_ dred. and fifty werfts. Upon the road we had frequent opportunities of obferving 
in what manner the peafants render their. houfes habitable in cold weather. -As few 
of them have any chimneys, the fmoak of their floves is carried out through the 
windows; but this method leaves fo thick a cloud, that ’tis impoffible to breathe 
above two or three feet from the floor, till the wood is burnt to afhes; and confe- 

_ quently thofe who would not be. fuffocated .muft crawl in upon their hands, T - 
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2th, we arrived at KnoLumNA, an antient city, of which I have already made . 
mention in my journey to pERsta. This being the feafon that the peafants fend 
their tributes to their lords, the roads were crouded with carts loaded with provi- 
fions of every kind. : . 


* Tue 22d, we arrived in mosco, where I was very kindly received by Mr. youn 

TAmesz. Here I received letters acquainting me with the death of a relation, by 

. which I reaped certain pecuniary advantages, much exceeding any I could expect 

from my engagement in the caspran affairs : providence was thus indulgent to me, 
as if ir meant to reward me for the fincerity of my endeavours. 


Lorp tyrawtey, the prirrsi embaffador, was Preparing to fet out the next 
day for sv. PrvERsRuRa, the court being already gone for that place fome few days 
before. My lord had laboured to reconcile the RUSSIAN court to Mr. ELTon, his 
conduct having been reprefented as fubfervient to the intereft of the trade. The 
fteady oppofition of the court had however obliged the russia company to a fub- 
miffion, and the embaflador referred the matter to Mr. wotrr, who was at this time 
appointed his majelty’s conful at st. PETERSBURG, I thought it my duty to wait on 
his lordfhip on this occafion, but his hearing being at that time impaired by a cold, 
as was my voice with the fame diftemper ; this conference, the only one I ever had. 
with his lordfhip, was very fhort... 


“ 
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This machine is fet on a fledge, and drawn by twenty-four pot horfes.. If any of 
them fail on the road, others are ready to fupply their place. She is generally 
three days and three nights on the way. There are feveral fall palaces on the 
road, where fhe fometimes flops to refreth hérlf. Peter the GREAT once made 
the journey to st. perERspuRC in forty-fix hours, being four hundred and eighty 
eight encLisu miles; but it may be eafily imagined this prince’s carriage was of a 
very different kind from that of the empress, his daughter: : 


Earzy on the rit of january 1745, I arrived in sr. PETERSBURG, having per- 
formed the journey from mosco in about three days and a half. I had been abfent 
a year and fixteen weeks, in which time J had travelled about four thoufand encuistr 
miles by land, through a variety of adventures and accidents, not- indeed the moft 
perilous, yet fuch as loudly called¥for a grateful acknowledgment of. the goodnefs 
of providence, ; : 


T wave already ‘made fome reflections*on Mr; euTon’s breach with me, at a 
time when I neither did, nor intended him any harm; on the contrary, that we 
might fnith with him in an amicable manner, I offered him the fum of: ten thou- 
fand crowns, in lieu of feveral demands, which however appeared to me to have 
very little foundation in juftice. The circumftances I now was under, revived the’ 
remembrance of this incident. ho’ the quarrels of private perfons feldom deferve . 
a place in public relations, yet they fometimes ferve as leffons of inftruétion, inaf- 
much as we learn from them how men are tranfported by their refentments, or 
how moderated by a love of juftice and charity... What I have faid againft Mr. 
ELTON, I hope my reader will impute to the love of Juftice, the defire of felf. 
vindication, and my impartial regard to hiftorical truth ; though I muft confefs it 
is next to impoffible for a man to anfwer for his own heart, as to thofe mixtures of 
malignity which feem to be infeparable from human nature. ‘ : 


‘Mr. ELTON was jealous of the reports. might make concerning his engagement 
and other connexions: In order. to invalidate thefe, in cafe I fhould reprefent 
things in an unfavourable light for him, he ftrove to prevent my obtaining in rus- - 
sta the juftice he had arbitrarily. withheld from me in PERSIA. I had now the 
mortification in st. PETERSBURG to find feveral perfons, who, to ufe no harfher 
expreffion, were become my- opponents, becaufe they imagined it to be their 
intereft. Few mens hearts are fo Corrupt as to offend in a cafe of this nature, with » 
their eyes open, yet things always appear to fome of .the colour in which the-.: 
medium of | their intereft reprefents them, 


Men who aét upon principles of honor, and with a zeal for the intereft they efpoufe, - 
often flatter themfelves Anto a fecurity founded in the confcioufnels of their own 
innocence. Their confidence is thus apt to create a contempt of falfehood, how- 
ever artfully difouifed under the appearance of truth; and they ‘are from the very 
frame of their minds, expoled to be wourfled by the arts of malice; thefe being 
weapons they never ufe; and confequently are for the moft Part ignorant how to 
guard. againfl them. A plaintive ftrain is alfo as.ill calculated to charm the gene- - 
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rality of men into a love of juftice, as it is fruitlefs towards the advancement of our 
intereft in the world. The goodnefs of mens characters in general, prevails but 
little, except with thofe who love virtue themfelves ; fo that complaints not fup- 
‘ported with evidence, nor enforced by authority, are feldom liftened to. 


Ir may be further obferved, that a great delicacy of fentiment proves how we 
“would live in a world which we frame -to our fancies, rather than teaches how to 
condué ourfelves in the bufy part of real life. It is melancholy to confider, how 
great a propenfity there is in moft people, to liften to injurious-reports of others, 
and to demand the moft indubitable proof of their innocence, whilft they take the 
moft trivial evidence of their guilt. And_as to gratitude, which men of contem- 
plative minds are apt to deify ; though the goodnefs of the heart is more concerned 
in it than the ftrength of the underftanding, yet in many cafes thefe muft go toge- 
ther: for when the mind is warped by prejudices, and wrong notices of things, 
gratitude feldom has its force. The fervice afked, and the fervice done, can have 
the fame afpeét, only to minds rightly cultivated and informed. But there is per- 
haps much lefs ingratitude in the world than men complain of ; for as we generally . 
- conftitute ourfelves the judges of our own merit, it is more than probable we fhall 
fometimes over-rate it: the confequence of which produces, I believe, more than 
half the refentments in the world, Befides, mankind are feldom fatisfied with act- 
ing right, unlefs they meet applaufe; but this likewife is a conduct in-a great mea- 
fure repugnant to the true notion of virtue. Ate 


. To apply this moral to my own ftory, I acquitted ‘my correfpondents, in fome 
meafure, for miftaken apprehenfions, into which I might have been myfelf betray- 
ed in their circumftances. Our trade had a gloomy afpet ; it was not’ furprizing 
that fears and jealoufy fhould arife; for this is generally the cafe in fuch a ftate of 
things; and tis fometimes hard to diftinguifh friends from foes: but they honos- 
ably referred the feveral matters in difpute, which were at length happily deter- 
mined in my favor, by impartial arbitrators, I obtained my own; and as to.any 
other perfonal advantage, it confifted in exercifing my mind in patience under trials, 
and increafing my knowledge of the world. . UF Ses 
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ta account of the quantity and different forts of fiulk produced in the northern provinces 
of persia. Manner of ordering filk worms, and of buying filk in GHILAN,'. 7 
WAS now happily arrived at st. PETERSBURG, ‘where I refided about five. 
@ years, During this time my joutnal is of courfe difcontinued : I fhall there- 
tore proceed in the hiftorical account of the casplAN trade, till the period, of its. 
“diffolution ; firft making a few previous and neceffary remarks. “ 


Tuzre are doubtlefs many accounts of raw filk, from its original appearance 
to the beautiful manufadtures made of it, much fuperior to any Iam qualified to 
Bive; yet it will not, I think, be improper to mention this, among fuch other 
Particulars as eccurred to my obfervation, during my fhort abode in persia. If 
we may judge from the duties paid in nesup, the trade began to flourifh on our 
arrival.there ; for in 1742 the cuftoms amounted only to twenty thoufand crowns,’ 
but in 1743 they rofe to fifty thoufand, and made about the fame fum in E7446. 
‘The annual produce of Gu1ian in good times, I tompute to be thirty thoufand 
batmans * of raw filk, of which about fix thoufand are confumed in PERSIA, four 
thoufand fent to Bacpat, and the remainder over the CASPIAN fea. Suirvan 
formerly produced a large quantity, but that province is now in a much worfe 
condition than Guizan. This commodity is brought to market all the year round, 
in greater or {maller quantities, but chiefly in auguft and feptember, ‘They have 
. deveral kinds, of it; the firft ig called sHzRBAFe, or weavers filk, ‘becaufe the, 
weavers, ‘particularly in REsHD and casHan, are fuppofed to ufe the bet they can 
procure ; but what generally goes for the persian fabrics at casHaN is the finett 
fort, the threads of which are more fplit; this is ufually all white, whereas the 
other is white and yellow; nor is it wound off fo fhort, {0 that though finer we 
do not efteem it fo much as sHeRBAFF. ‘There is alfo a fort called ARABS, from 
being bought up for the moft part by anaBrans, who fend it into TURKEY, where 
itis afterwards manufactured. oe ; k 


Gutian produces the belt and greateft quantities of filk; next to this come 
SHIRVAN and ERIVAN, then MAZANDERAN, and laftly asrraBap ; but the'latter 

. is vaftly inferior, ferving only for a manufa@ure mixed with cotton, of which 
they make their fhirts and drawers. Guizan filk is fent into russia and TURKEY, 
-and part of it is kept for the peRsran manufactures 3 but that of MazanpERa® 
and asTRaABAp is feldom or ever exported. From surrvan they formerly fent all 
their filk to Turkey and Russra. The peafants of GHILAN perceiving that the 
ENGLISH required the sHERBAFF to be fhort wound, prepared it in that manner, 
and the filk proved good, and was much efteemed by our manufacturers, The. 
_. peafants 


® Two hundred and forty thoufand great pounds. This was the quantity monopolized by the prince 
‘niz1 Koutt. It has been computed much higher, but even this computation exceeds what it really 
‘was in 1743, 1744, &, : : : 
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peafants gave this réafon for-chufing to have their filk long wound. In moitt 
‘weather the filk wound on a large wheel is not fo apt to ftick or be gummed toge- 
ther, in thofe parts where it lies on the bars, or divifions of the wheel, where it is 
often rendered black, and fo hard that it cannot without great difficulty be feparated 
befides, with a large wheel they make more difpatch, But all this time they did 
not confider the inconveniency of winding it off to be manufadtured. Thefe pea- 
fants are extremely tenacious with regard to the price of their filk : their bufinefs 
is ufually done by brokers, but the buyer attends to pay the money. They fell it 
in {mall quantities, fo that,a cargo cannot always be colle€ted. Befides this incon- 
-venience, theré is that of bad money, for they are often obliged to cut it through, 
“in order to fee that it is not copper filvered over. . Their jealoufy ran fo high, that 
the governor of GHILAN once publifhed an order, that whoever refufed any kind 
“of money, except it was manifeftly bad, his ears and nofe fhould be cut off, 
and his eftate confifcated: but I never heard that this order was carried into 
execution. : oh ake ; i “n 


- Pye filk worm, as is well known, takes its birth from an egg no bigger than a 
{mall pin’s head. In the month of march, when the fun is already very warm, I 
obferved the peafants in GHILAN prepare to give life to the eggs which they had 
preferved during the winter, carrying them for the moft part about them, in the 
warmelt part of their bodies, and particularly under their arms. “In ten’or more 
days, according to the heat it receives, it ‘becomes a maggot, and begins to feed. 
The fhrub mulberry-trees, which are annually pruned, produce the moft tender and 
proper leaves for their food. In about forty days the worm arrives to its maturity, 
and winds itfelf by daily gradations into a pod of filk as big as a pigeon’s egg. 
‘When this egg is completely formed, which is ufually known by the filence of the 
worm within, they fuffocate it by covering it with blankets, or by the heat of the 
fun; unlefs they wind off the filk immediately, for then warm water anfwers the 
fame purpofe. Some of them however muft be permitted to live and perforate the 
pod, for when it breaks from its enclofure it cafts its feed or eggs, by means of 
which the generation is preferved. From the pods thus perforated the filk cannot 
be wound off as from the others, but being prepared by pounding, it is fpun off 
ike cotton yarn. This filk we call kepax, the remains or refufe of which is fo 
inferior, as to admit only of being milled and made into filk wadding. . 


"Tue cleannefs and clearnefs of raw filk conftitute a great part of its goodnefs; 
inferior filk has many nits and coarfe ftuff flicking to the threads. The mofs, or 
head of filk, often appears fair to the eye, when much coarfenefs is concealed 
under it; for it is a trick of the peafants of Gutvan, to hide the defects. as they 
wind it off from the pod. The beft filk has conftantly 4 glofs or brightnefs , the 

_ White or filver-coloured is moft efteemed, but in curtan the greateft part comes’ 
‘. yellow from the worm. White filk that is foiled, is generally found to have lain 
in a moift place, which hurts its ftrength as well as beauty... Silk fhould be equal, 

_ftrong, and round as wire ; and alfo clean the greateft part of it fhould be ina 
medium with regard to finenefs, for the fineft is not the eafieft to manufacture to 
advantage. The threads of filk being thus even, that is, as near as poflible of one 

. fize, and not coarfe and fine intermixed, can be moft eafily feparated in the winding ; 

a ES a ae $ but 
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but: otherwife the coarfe is apt fo tear the fine, and make wate in manufacturing 
it. The fize which we ufually moft efteem, is wound off fixteen or eighteen pods 
or cocoons. .A mofs, which is about fixty inches in the round, can be moft 
‘conveniently reeled off; longer is not approved of, and if fhorter, being glued 
together with its own gum, the quick revolutions of the reel is apt fo break it. 
One may alfo obferve, that there is a vaft difference between {ilk cleaned by 
combing, and that which remains juft as it came from the pod. The former to 
an urifkilful perfon, who does not obferve the broken threads and the ends of the 
combings, fhall look better than the latter, though it be confiderably worfe, 


Wuen the aRMENtANs and Russians pack up their filk, they generally comb 
the heads of the moffés to deceive the buyer; but this makes it really worfe, 
becaufe it hurts it in the winding off. -Thefe people, who were never famed ° 
for probity, have long prattifed the art of falfe package. Hence at smyrna; 
and aLEppo, where the armeENtaws fell their filk to’ the faétors of our TURKEY 
' company, as likewife in russta, it has often been reje€ted upon that accqunt ; 
efpecially as they hold it a conftant maxim, not to fuffer their bales to be broken 
‘up except at the heads, A Oe ag 
_. THE price of filk in ouiLaw generally arifes in proportion to the advance on 
foreign goods, except in a very great fcarcity, as of late. During the courfe of 
the BRITISH caspran trade, we found it vary from twelve to eighteen crowns the 
batman *; it was generally about fifteen, but within thefe two or three laft years, 
the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS have paid from thirty to forty crowns, 


CH A P. | LXIV. 
The hinds of BUROPRAN keods which the russians and ARMENIANS vend in thé 


northern provinces of px RSIA, with a fuccin& account of the PERSIAN weights, 
meafures, and coins. : 


SH ALL now give a general idea of the different kinds of EUROPEAN goods _ 
I which the Russrans and ARMENIANS vend in the northern provinces of that 
kingdom, with an account of the coins, weights and meafures, according to the 
beft informations I could procure ; obferving that there feems to be a great 
difcordance among. writers in the three latt. ae ee ee ee a ee 


Tue chief demand of eunopEan goods, next to puren cloth, is for ‘BRITISH , 
woollens, fuch as hair-lift drabs af 12 to 191. per piece of thirty feven yards in . 
ee ae : Pp2 : white, . 


‘4h 105, for eight great pounds, - 


s ~ 
292° .GOODS PROPER FOR THE. Part Ve: 
white, which the pERsiANS call BEGREST: of thefe they ufually confume nine: 
bales in thirtye... 2... 2 ftir fear’. ‘ a ae 2 = 
Gioucrsrer cloths of about gl. ros. to 1F 1. ros. per piece,- of forty-two 
yards in white, which the Persians call MacHooT, and confume thereof ten bales. 
in thirty. * ans ae i Bay ceeat 
Orpinary yorxsuire cloths, of about 3s. 6d. per yard dyed, which the per- 
srans Call tonpora, and confume thereof eleven bales in thirty. : : 
Five bales of thalloon of a middling quality, are ordinarily required in one: 
hundred bales of cloth. : 5 Bet y a 
From HOLEAND they reckon one bale of MacHoo®, one of fhalloons, and one: 


of long ells, to ten bales of BEGREST. ~~ : Let ; 
Enoxtsu emboffed cloth is alfo demanded ; likewife indigo, ,cachineal, and 


it good times, fome rich filks, gold. and filver lace, velvets, and other rich 
. manufactures, ka 

Tur perstans had been long accuftomed to puto cloths, which were thicker, 
and for the moft part better fhorn, and of a fofter and finer wool, the crimfon and ; 
{earlets.of a finer dye: but they were dearer than ours. However, after two or 
three years we improved fome of our drabs, fo as to be almoft equal to the putc# 
cloths in fubftance, and, in my judgment, fuperior in foftnefs and beauty. ; 


Tue tranfit duty in rvssra is 3 per cent. on the value, with an agid. of-150 per 
cent; which, with other petty charges, makes it about 8 per cent. only in the: 
- euftom-houfe. In persta the duty on EUROPEAN goods is 5 per cent, on the: 


value. | ; a : . oat 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE MONEY IN PERSIA. 

‘THE TOMAN, BISTIE, ‘and DENAER are imaginary, but the other denominations 
are real : the valuation and currency of filver money are, viz. : 

3 J Value in’ Weight in 


' $ . denaers. mufcals,.- 
‘A toman is ro hazardenaers, - = - = 7 ™ 7 7 10000 "50° 
It mutt be obferved that the hazardenaer (which the ENGLISH: ~.. Ns 
called mill denaer, and the RUSSIANS @ ruble). is computed . . 
by EUROPEANS, and accounts kept in hundreds - -- = 100 
-  Confequently the fame in lower denominations, viz. : me! z= 
- Peng fid danaer, or rupie, or naditie -- = 7 6 ttm | 60 2k 
Sifid denaer; or fhis fhahie - - - + te tt tT 30 ort 
Abafie, - <. 2 2 2 ete ech Cel mer ade ton 20 i 
Sid denaer, ox mahmudie - +2 * 3% 7h TTF #0 : 
Shahie, or fahie ~ “W.-H et tem 5 
Biftic ~ 2 2 = 6 Se ee ee eee ee a 
Kazbekic 2 "eH seen ESS 02. eee 7% 
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An’ ENGLISH crown melted down in resp, produced at 17 denaers* per mufcal, 
only 95 denaers; but we always computed the mildenaer or 100 denaers, equal 
to an ENGLisH crownof §s,°0 7° : 


‘THE GOLD COINS CURRENT ARE 


Value. - - Weight in mufcals and nackoot 
. : - or karrats, 24 = 1 mufcal, 
Muhr afhreffie, or treble ducat of ? 6=60 5B ; . 
6 mildenaer. : 9 
Athreffi, or old ducat.- - - 1—80 o |. 18 —equal in finenefs to 
D®° fhah nadir, or new ducat. - -  1—80 ° 18 @ HOLLANDS ducat. 
D° of mefched = = +. + + | 180 ae) 18 
D° bokhara current at z 10 and 2—20 a oo 
-Fonduckli, turkifh ducat, about - I—8o fo) 18 
Venetian ducat . 1—80 ° 175. 
The common abaftie fhould - 2-00 x 
D° fhah fultan hufin - - 20 -. «. ae 4 
. D° fhah fuliman - fr er E 14. 
D° thah feftie - - - fas i 16 
N. B. 80 +225 mufcals = 1 ib troy. é : 
W-E.I GHT Ss. 
1200 mufcals, or 1 batman, ate averdupois Ib t2 20343 


ordinarily computed 12 4 Ib encuisn. 
981 De oh. ake 3 ae Pee ee 
1 D° Thave found to be 3 dwts. 3 grain, but 388 
“ee nicer calculators call it grains © 7 bn ~ 

ry dunk, ordonk~™ - | = - ee ar 8648 : 

. & karrat ee - - - oo - 2. 9662 : . 

«1 hebbie + -  - 2 = - © 9887+ 

yo7 mufcals arelb 1. HOLLANDS, - - -- eg Ue vo 
The-old batman or manfhath is 1200 mufcals, or 200 .drams, by which filk, 

~ eochineal, indigo, kedge, &c. are weighed. ee : : 

The new.batman fhah is 1280. mufcals, or 213 3 drams, by which wavy 
goods'are weighed. : eS , : 

At tavris? the batman called tavrizie, contains 640 mufcals, likewife chiefly 
ufed at MESCHED and HERAT, asit is alfo, more or lefs, through the whole country, 
for feveral fpecies of goods. The antient batman of ravers weighed 600 mufcals. 

At ISFAHAN, at SHAMARKIE, andall through sHirvan,, the filk batman contains 
48 ftills, or 1600 mufcals, and g ftills are called a fhadah, and weigh 100 mufcals; 
but the batman, by which indigo is weighed, contains only 800 mutcals. Z 

At Tveuiran the batman is called re, and contains 1600 mufcals; tice, whéat,, 
liquors, and provifions are fold by the batman. a . 

A chervar, or load of acamel, is 50. batmans. -, . Ls 


% ; 
& Tus common price of Silver.” : 
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A load of a mule 25 batmans, according to the king’s computation, but carriers 
ufually load goto 34.00 : ; ; : 
‘A chervar of a horfe is 20 batmans, but carriers ufually load 25. 
The fame load of an afs, according to the common rule of carriers, is 15 
_ batmans. ; . wa , 
Kebbie, a handful. 
Dizz, or gerib, 1000 rice. 
4 batman of fhahi rice make 1 kuttie. 
Corn and grain, and even liquids, are fold by the batman, but rice when win- 
nowed is fold per meafure, ojar. ; ; 3 
The mutcal through all persta is the fame: the filverfmichs commonly make 
“ufe of pieces of money inftead of weights, efpecially fifid denaers of 1 } mutfcal in 
weight. ee sae 
: karrat is 3 hebbie. 
4 karrats, or nockoot, are 1 dunk. 
- 6 dunk r mufcal. 
6 mufcals 1 dram. 


THE MEASURE OF RESHD.' 


7 horfe hair breadths are 1 barley corn. 
7 barley corns are one finger. 
. a4 fingers are half a geze, or gaz == 1 cubit. 
400Q cubits are 1 mile. - 
3 miles are one farfang. , 
Bot the meafure in common ufe is the geze zerr®, divided into 6 parts, called 
1errie. - : eae ee . 
E The foreign -and persian merchants, in buying of woollens, compute the gaze 
‘at 40 inches ENGLISH, but it is only 39 4- ; : . 
105 fmyrna pikes are reckoned equal to 70 PERSIAN pgeeze. . 
The mokeefar gaze is 4, lefs than the fhah geze, and by the mokefar, PER- 
stan manufaCtures, and moft part of retail goods are meafured. nr - 
_ The tavris geze is 1 per cent. longer than the fhah gaze. 


_C HAP. 
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The flate of persia in 1743 101745, in re[pel to commerce, containing feveral remarks 
on the trade of that country, as carried on by the FRENCH, DUTCH, RUSSIANS and 
ARMENIANS, with a fuccin@ view of the revenues and military force of PERSta, 


FXHE countenance which we had received in prrsra gave us an earnett of 
T future fuccefs in that countr 3 but at the fame time inflamed the jealoufy of 
the russtan -merchants, who had never experienced fuch favor, However 
dangerous the €nterprize I had been engaged in, was at fetting out, the iffue of it 
proved the moft fuccefsful during the whole courfe of the CASPIAN trade, It might 
indeed have coft us dear ; for had not one thoufand five. hundred of the siran’s 
forces defeated the rebel army, which my reader will remember confifted of three 
thoufand men, in all human probability the whole fouthern coaft of the caspian 
fea muft have fubmitted to their arms: thus the attempt of going to Mescuep by 
the rout of ASTRABAD, would have been a means of involving the whole gririsiz 
commerce in thofe paris, in one common ruin, and of exhibiting that tragedy which 
was acted four years afterwards. 


“ . 
Tr was certainly a great miftake in us to attempt to trade to mesenep by this or 
any other rout. “Mr. ELTON, as the reader will remember, confidered the removal 
of our Eas inDIAa company’s fervants from ISFAHAN, as a material circumftance 
to encourage the factors of the Russia company in the profecution of this defign ; 
“but in reality the very reafons that moved the former to order their factors from 
thence, fhould have confined the latter to RESHD, the place of our importation 
and inftead of feeking the pzrstan merchants, we fhould have left them to feek us. 
How much the persian traders refented my- attempt, may be judged by the © 
declaration which HAHDGEE ABDULCRIM made to me at CASBIN, viz. ** That if © 
“ Thad not been robbed at ASTRABAD it was highly improbable I fhould ever arrive 
* fafe at mescuEp.” To this purpofe we may remember that Mr. GR&ME was 
murdered in returning from that city the year before; but this indeed was imputed 
to his own indifcretion in not Waiting for a caravan. Mr, van MiEROP had better 
fortune, with regard to his perfon; but he was feveral times obliged to take to his 
arms, 


Tue eaccount which Mr. van MIERCP gave of the import and confumption of 
MESCHED, extracted from the cuftom-houfe regifter of that city, made the © 
quantities very inconfiderable ; and the whole was fent by ARMENIANS, RUSSIANS, 
and GREEKs, from RESHD, Viz. , : 


4 


Picc. of begreft, Piec, of londora, Piec, of maghoot. 


Mescuep and its neighbourhood, 305 100 700 
For the confumption of BOKHARA, 20 . 50 10° 
: . Orange, 15 30 5 
Balkh, age. 15 5” 


Anthuy~ 10 15 5 
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Besipes thef, not diftinguifhed with regard to the place of their confumption, 
were imported, ; 

1000 fhalloons, the moft part from KHERMAN, by the way of the gulph 

1500 long ells. } of PERSIA. 

250 batmans of lahori indigo, brought by the inDIANs, of whom there are a 
confiderable number, who alfo trade in cloth from RESHD. 

500 batmans of AMERICAN indigo from REsHD, by ARMENIANS; formerly it 
came from TURKEY, where they bought it of the FRENCH. 

300 batmans of cochineal from REsHD, brought by armenzans and others. 


TyHovcH MEscheD was under the particular protection of NADIR SHAR, it was 
with difficulty that Mr. van Mrzrop fold to the value of twenty-two thoufand 
crowns, during the fpace of twenty-feven months which he refided there, and great 
part of this fum was in exchange for persian manufactures, which no reafon but 
the abfolute impoffibility of obtaining money induced him to accept; fuch was the 
diftrefs of that country. -For my own part, I had the utmott reafon to confider this 


asa military trade, and myfelf as having made a campaign. The journey had how- 


ever afforded me an opportunity of feehig’PER'ST A, and of enquiring into many cit- 
cumftances relating to the oriental commerce. ” fe omnes 
e 


THe confufion arifing from inteftine broils, muft ever give a deep wound to 
trade, the fecurity of which is founded in the arts of peace and the execution of 
civil laws: but the governtnent of PrRsia was now rendered precarious, to 4 
degree that threatened the fubverfion of that monarchy. The TURKS, the LESGEES, 
the INDIANS, the TURKUMANS, and other frontier nations, either favoured thefe 
inteftine factions, or endeavoured to recover fome limb which had been torn from 
them; fo that every imaginable excefs was committed upon no better principle 
than the power of doing it. In this fituation it was the ill fortune of the Russia 
company to find persia governed by an ufurper, and a tyrant whofe cruelty had 
no bounds: and the profpect at this time was in a more particular manner over~ 
fhadowed with a dark cloud, which threatened a ftorm. The russta company had 
already felt fome of the difficulties in which they were involved ; others they forefaw, 
‘but knew not how to provide againft them. : 


"Tue rebellions in sHirVAN in 1743, Of SHIRASS, ASTRABAD, HAZAR-JERTB ia 
1744, were not fuppreffed but by the flaughter of many thoufands, and the almoft 
total ruin of thofe provinces. It is true that NADIR had enriched his*treafures 
swith the plunder of inp1a, yet the heavy taxes he had impofed on his peaple to 

_fapport fuch a continued feries of foreign and domeftic wars, had reduced them to 


an extremity of poverty, and driving them to defpair, obliged thoufands to-feek a 
woluntary banifhment. 


J nave already obferved that NADIR’s army had been fapported for upwards of 
four years by the taxes drawn from his PERSIAN fabjeéts, and that his nvp1 an treature 
gemajned in a great meafure untouched; this was one principal caufe of ‘their 
diftrefs: by endeavouring to deprive them of the inftruments of rebellion, he 

provoked 
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provoked them to rebel, and chaftifing them, he completed their ruin. Could any 
trade be carried on under thefe circumftances ? 


It wascomputed that naprr had near two hundred thoufand men in pay, the 
charge of whom, officers included, was computed at roo crowns*a year, and 
confequently the expence of maintaining ‘his army was 20 millions of crowns ¥, 
exclufive of the contingent expence, 


In good times the provinces are fuppofed to bring into the exchequer the 
following fums : 
: Mildenaers. L- 
The conquered provinces in spa were faid 

to produce in 1743, 25 crore °,. which i 


12, 500, 000—3, 125,000 
makes PERSIAN money... : 


ANDAHAR and HARAT - - oe - 1,000,000—= 250,000 
Kuorasan - - - - 2,000,000— 500,e00 
ASTRABAD - - - - §0,000~- 12, 500 
MazanpEran = - - 400,000—- 100,000 


N, Of which a milli - 
Guizan, o: million was once de } §00,000— 12,000 


manded, but is now fet at 
SHIRVAN, including czorcia and fome parts } T,$00,000— 345,000 
of DAGESTAN ane we aged . " 
Erivan, andthe parts of ARMENIA fubjec to i 
PERSIA 
Trax, including cassin, ISFAHAN, and the : 


Ee 


2,000, 000— 500, 000 


country extending to the gulph, being the 
antient PARTHIA 

AvERBEITZAN, in which ARDEVIL and ravris 
are included *. 


I, 500,000 375, 000 


1, 500,000— 375,000 


at las a 
225950, 000-5, 737, 500 
EE a ae 


THE reader will naturally obferve how teat a part of the PERSIAN revenue was 
produced by napir’s conqueft in rip1a: it will alfo be obvious to him, that the 
charge of an army is certain, but the revenues to fupport that army are uncertain, 
elpecially if they commit the leaft violence; and here the whole was a fcene of 
tapine: the confequence was, that except the conquered provinces in inpra and 
thofe of.cHiLaw and KHoRASAN, the reftof the Kingdom was fo iinpoverifhed as 
to be difabled from paying perhaps a quarter part of ‘the afual tax.- Next to the 
above mentioned, KANDAHAR, HA&RAT and ERIVAN were faid to-be the leaft diftref- 
fed, but mifery reigned in every quarter, Be GTS 


r 


OF thefe two hundred thoufand men, fixty thoufand were quartered in caBuL 
and the adiacent provinces on the weftern fide of the sino °, which ‘had been 
conquered and kept by wapiR; and ‘the revenues appear to have much exceeded 
: the 


* Twenty-five pounds, > Five millions fterling. © Crore or 10 laks are “500,000 ‘crowns. 
* Aperseirzan is the antient MEDIA. ¢ Antient inpus. 
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the expence of fupporting that party of the army. If one confiders this number of 
troops and large revenue, it was not unreafonable to expect a large demand for 
cloth and other rEuropzan goods, but we were not then acquainted with the 
nature of cloathing a persian army; for indeed not a third part of it wears 
EUROPEAN Cloth. 


Wrrn segard to the quantity of goods imported by the peRsrans over the 
caspian fea, whilft the port of GAMBROON was open to the feveral nations of 
EUROPE, the CASPIAN traders could but ill form an idea of the general confumption 
in that kingdom. The Russ1a company were the more fanguine in their expecta- 
tions, from a knowledge that in the beginning of this century, the faétors of the 
EAST rNDIA company had extended their trade as far as ravets on the weftern 
coatt of the CASPIAN, where they fold great quantities of the woollen manufactures 
of GREAT BRITAIN; but when the BRITISH factors in GHILAN, whofe fituation was 
now fo much more advantageous, would have made an experiment of the like 
nature, they difcovered that city and its confines to be in fo ruinous a ftate as blafted” 
their hopes of doing any bufinefs in thofe quarters. 


Wurn persra enjoyed repofe, the agent of the EasT InpIa eompany of 
ENGLAND lived in fplendor: the regal government being held in great veneration 
in that empire, he aéted as immediately under the crown of ENGLAND, and from 
thence derived an influence which he could not otherwifé have poffeffed : his 
pompous manner of living had fome good effects, but the expence was too confi- 


derable to be long grateful to the company. 


Wrtn regard to the advantdges the Russrans enjoyed, it muft be obferved that 
befides the RuSSsAN minifter who attends at the PERSIAN court, generally under 
the title of refident,, the confial of that empire, who is fixed in GHILAN,, is-confidered 
ju fome meafure in a minifterial light, and allowed a company of nussran foldiers 
as a puard, at the expence of the empress their fovereign. Hence it was. that 
Mr. ELTON recommended fo ftrongly that a commiffion fhould be given to one of 
the pritisy fubjeéts in cuizan, by which I prefume he meant himfelf, to act as 
conful; but the ftate of things was.now changed, and every ftep: that could be taken 
to eftablith the intereft of the Russia company in PERSIA, in effeét blocked up our 
paffage through Russia into PERSIA. 


Tue advantages which the zasT InDisa Company of ENGLAND enjoyed beyond 
the Russa company, were fuch as will hardly admit of a comparifon, nor indeed 
is it matcrial to my prefent purpofe: I fhall pafs ever in filence the trade from 
CREAT BRITAIN to the gulph of persia, as alfo that between PERSIA and INDIA; 
obferving only, that after the PORTUGUESE had fettled themfelves. in EAST INDIA, 
they took. the ifland of armus, and being matters of the fea, carried on the trade 
berween thote countries. ‘That great prince saan azas thought it his intereft to 
diflodge them from his neighbourhood, for which purpofe he entered into a treaty 
in 1622, with the agent of the zEasT INDIA Company, and by means of their 
fhips he took crus, and demolifhed the town, bringing the commerce of that 
wand to the continent. This induced that prince to build the town Of BENDER 

ABASS:5 


5 
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asassi, now called GamBroon, which is reputed the greateft place of trade in all 
persia. For thefe good fervices apas made the company a grant of half the 
cuftoms of the new town in perpetuity; but his fucceffors have not religioufly ob- 
ferved the engagement. 


‘Tue invafion of the arcuans in 172%, ruined the company’s fettlement at 
IsraHan in no lefs a degree than the death of Naprr occafioned’ the pillage of the 
Russta company’s factors in RxsHD, as I thall have occafion to relate. Their lofs, 
though very confiderable, was not I believe fuperior to that of the caspian traders, 
except the long interruption of their trade: in both cafes extortion and plunder 
were carried to an extreme. The ARMENIANS fuffered alfo*; the putcH like. 
wife met the common fortune of the times, and being obliged to withdraw the 
greateft part of their fa€tory from istAnan, they fettled in GAMBROON, where they 
fecured themfelves in a great meafure by ftrong fortifications. They did not come 
into persia till ten years after us; but as they are the only traders in fpice, fo 
much in ufe over all asta, they have been encouraged to continue their com: 
merce, though with lefs advantage than in pat times. 


THE FRencu firft appeared in persia in 1665, and concluded a treaty with the 
SHAH Of persia in 1674; but the miferies of that country, in confequence of the 
invafion of the AFGHANS in 1722, compelled them 'alf to retire from ISFAHAN, 
A very pompous propofal was made by a FRENCH projector, in relation to a trade 
over the caspian, in the beginning of this century, upon the occafion of an em- 
bafly> from sHAH sULTAN Hussein to Lewrs XIV. This perfon imagined 
that caravans could not be conducted fafely through russta, and therefore he pro- 
pofed to carry merchandize in veffels by the lakes and rivers with which that 
country abounds. but in regard to robbers he feemed ignorant that this would not 
mend the matter in the leaft. He mentioned alfo feveral commodities which he 
propofed to return to FRANCE, Particularly rhubarb; but this article, as I have 
already remarked, is monopolized by the russtan government. This icheme never 
was, and I believe never will be carried into execution, 


Bur of all the nations who have endeavoured to eftablith a trade with the north 
of persia, the Russtans are the moft advantageoufly fituated : the inteftine broils 
. Of that country have not put a ftop to their commerce: ‘on the contraty they have ° 
fometimes turned to their advantage; for befides the ordinary courfe of their trade 
to and from persta, they reap confiderable profit by their trading voyages on the 
caspran fea, carrying rice from GHILAN to BAKU, BERBEND, and fometimes to 
the fouthern coaft, as I have already mentioned, And as'this export of provifion 
fometimes creates a fcarcity in GuiLaN, it occafions a demand for russtan meal, 
from which again new benefits are derived. Befides cloth and other EUROPEAN 
goods, the russtans alfo export red leather, furs, and linen for the northern 
provinces of pxRsia, and make their returns in raw filk. Hence arofe their jeas 
loufy 


@ See hiftory of revolutions in vol. II. 
» It has been faid that this was entirely counterfeit, to amufe Lewis XIV. in his old apes but it ap- 
‘pears from feveral circumfances, as well as the nature of the thing, that this opinion was very ill ground- 
ed, if not ridiculous, 
Qq2 
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fouly of the sritisH traders; for the Russraw merchants, particularly thofe ef 
mosco, and the trading towns on the vorca, no fooner obferved that the pzRstan 
markets were glutted with EUROPEAN goods, by thé Russia company of ENG- 
Lanp, than they began to murmur, refolving to make remonftrances to court on 
the fubject. 


Tur ARMENIANS indeed have for fome years extended their trade to the north of 
persra, much beyond the Russians; for by means of their credit in HOLLAND, 
joined to their own capitals, they employed in this branch of commerce about 
one hundred thoufand pounds. This ftock however was now infufficient to fupport 
them; for the exceffive glut of the market in cHitan, and the terrible oppreffion 
of the PERSIAN government, ftopped the circulation of their trade, and confequent- 
ly funk their credit in wortand. At length they were alfo conftrained to abandon 
PERSIA, and in 1745 they retired to aSTRACHAN, to wait with their effects till there 
fhould be a fair opportunity of returning thither. es 


Wuitst the Russia company. were in fecurity, they could not be infenfible of the 
benefits of buying raw filk immediately of the peafants of cuizan. But advan- 
tages may be over-rated, and indeed tegfe"to ‘be fuch,. when attended with vexations 
and inconvenience, like thofe.which the CAsPIAN traders experienced. It was not 
however the lefS ungrateful to obferve the ARMENIANS, a people in. themfelves 
defpicable, and of no confequence to Russia in competition with the srrrisu 
nation, fupported and protected in this trade, when meafures were fo apparently 
taking to wreft it from us. The russians do indeed alledge that many of thele 
ARMENIANS are fubjects of their country, and it is true in general, that fuch of 
them as are engaged in the caspran trade do put themfelves under the protection . 
of that empire. Thefe people are likewife educated in all the fervilities of asra, . 
and underftanding how to accommodate themfclves to indignities which the genius 
of a free nation will hardly fubmit to, are in fome meafure the better qualified to 
carry on a commerce through foreign dominions. 





Tue fhare which the russ1a company enjoyed in this branch of commerce made 
an ECLAT, but it was hot yet pufhed’ to near the height which the anmrntans had 
carried it. Of what confequence it was to the latter, may be eafily deduced from 
hence, that not many years ago they imported into Russia near one thoufand bales 
of raw filk*; of this the greateft part was fent to amsTERDAM; part of the filk 
was alfo fent to the cERMAN markets, and about one hundred bales remained in 
the city of mosco for the ufe of the Russian manufactures, = 


4 Of twenty-five batmans is three hundred thoufand. pounds of fixteen ounces, whereas all the naiTisn. 
trade never amounted to half that quantity. 
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The Russia company endeavour to reconcile Mr. ELTON to the court of ST. PETERS- 


BuRG. They urge him to leave PERMA. Their letters upon this occafion to lord . 


TYRAWLEY, bis majefly’s embaffador to'thz RUSSIAN court, as alfa to Mr. Eton. 
The ARMENIANS intrigue. to difpoffe/s us of the caspian trade, 


URING my negotiations in persra, the russta company in Lonpon endea- 
D voured by all poffible means to reconcile Mr. ELtow to the court of sr. 
PETERSBURG. KwezSHERBATOVE, the RUSSIAN minifter in LONDON, made repeat-- 
ed remonftrances to the aRiTisiH miniftry, complaining loudly of z:rox, whom 
the company defended ; for fome of the members could not be perfuaded that he 
was really in the persian fervice, or if he was, that it ought not to give offence 
to Russia. This contributed to inflame the jealoufy of the russians, and to 
change it into refentment; fo that finding they could not obtain any fatisfaction 
upon the fubject of their complaints, the college of commerce in sr, PETERSBURG, 
in confequence of a memorial from the great changeljor, iffued an order to the 
BRiTisH factors in that city, fignifying “ that. no goods-or merchandize, configned 
“ to Mr. Enron would be, permitted to pafs. through the russiaw empire.” This 
news had reached. persia before Def it. 


Tue russia merchants thus finding the court of sr. petzrsgunc fo much in. 


earneft, relolved to defiit from any farther folicitations in behalf of Mr. ELTON, 
and, if poffible, to recall him from PERSIA: with this view the committee appoint- 
ed for the body of the traders, came to a refolution of uniting their two houfes in 


GHILAN,. and. wrote to Mr, VAN MIEROP, and myfelf, as follows, 


“* Lonpon, auguft 17, 1744. . 


GENTLEMEN, 
"THOUGH by many intervening accidents the uniting of our two houfes 
ss in Persta has been hitherto prevented, yet it has been our general view 
** from our firft fetting out. as the only means to preferve this crade, and carry it 
“on faccefsfully, as well for our own intereft as that of the nation in general ; 


“and this has been on every occafion recommended to us in the ftrongeft manner . 


“* by his majefty’s miniftry. 


“ We have fufficiently obferved, as well’as felt, the ill confequences of two rival : 


** houfes oppofing each other, by running down the Price of our manufactures, , 


“« and raifing that of raw filk, to the great detriment of the national intereft, . 


“ To prevent thefe prejudicial effets, and compafs this falutary work,:we ate 
** come to the unanimous refolution of fixing one houfe, under the firm* of mef- 
© feurs 


2 A mercantile term for the Signature of merchants, 
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“ fieurs HANWAY and MiEROP, We congratulate you and ourfelves on this happy 
« coalition of parties and intereft, defiring that all difputes and animofities may be 
“© for ever buried in oblivion. 


« We hope a firm and hearty friendfhip will animate your endeavours for the 
“ general good of the adventurers, affiying you that all our future confignments 
«« fhall be made to you only. 

“We are, &c.” 


Ir is remarkable, that the fame day on which the committee did me this favour, 
as appears from the date of the letter; Mr. enrow thought proper to feign a 
quarrel with me. The diftance of cutuan from Lonpon, the jealoufy and difcon- 
tent of the Russians, and the intereft of private traders, defeated every refolution 
vf the committee. This was the cafe alfo with regard to the propofed fettlement 
of their fa@ory: I had no inclination to remain in fo wretched @ country, nor 
could I have been of any fervice to the company; for the moderation with which 
I condudted myfelf towards stron, and from whence the company had received 
impreffions in my favor, had rendered me an object of jealoufy to the Russians. 
"This appeated two months after this letter: was wrote, when the college of foreign 
affairs fent a memorial to the college of commerce in 87. PeTERsBURG, in which 
it was ordered “ That the college of commerce do acquaint the merchants of the 
* prohibition which is made folcly on account of the injurious condu& of ELTON 
«© towards the russtans, and that the faid merchants fhall not fend any goods to 
“ either of their agents, ELTON Or HANWAY, for they fhall by no means be per- 
« mitted to pafs through asTRACHAN.” 


Iw the interim the Russta company, anxious for the prefervation of their trade, 
wrote to Mr. giron as follows : 


¢ Sir, Lonpon, odtober 26, 1744. 
ee OUR ffiends and correfpondents having had fingular proofs of your 
bi capacity, and of your fteadinefs and induftry in promoting the caspian 


“ trade through russta, are very fenfibly affected, as you may imagine, that any 
“ part of your conduct fhould give the leaft offence to her imperial majefty of 
‘- pussta, much more that the fteps you have been taking fhould procure an 
* abfolute prohibition of correipondency with you, -We have ufed our utmoft 
“ endeavours to mitigate this refolution, but find, by the repeated memorials 
“ delivered here and in mosco, that there is no appearance of continuirig this 
“© trade, unlefg you leave Persia. We flatter ourfelves, that in confideration of 
« the neceflity we are under of obeying her imperial majefty, that you will facri- 
“ fice your private views to the public good, and, as foon as poffible, return to 
“* your native country. 


«“ Tur committee for the caspran trade, and all others who are interefted, pro- 

* pole, on your return to ENGLAND, to fettle on you four hundred pounds per 
anaum, to be Jevied on the persran trade; or to folicit an honourable em- 
a * ployment 


a 
a 
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‘* ployment for you in the sritrsH navy, in which laft we have a moral certainty 
‘* of fucceeding, whatever may be the fate of the trade; and we cannot doubt 
‘* of your preferring fuch a competency at home, to any advantages you can now 
© expect, 
: “© We are, 8c. 


Turs letter they inclofed to lord ryrawrey, his majefty’s embaffador in RUSSTA, 
defiring his good offices to prevent the deftruétive confequences of Mr. ELTon’s. 
conduct. Their letter is as follows. 


‘© My torp, Lonpon, october 26, 1744. 


*e ]}* our laft letter we applied. to your lord{hip concerning our trade to PERSIA, 

and had the honor to reprefent, that we had at laft compaffed an union, and 
‘© refolved to have only.one houfe in cuizan. As ‘the court of russra perfitts in 
“¢ their refentments againft Mr. eLton, which involves our trade over the CASPIAN 
** in great difficulties, we therefore acquaint your lordfhip, that we are determined 
“neither directly nor indirectly to make any confignment, or carry on any trade 
‘* with ELron, of which we beg your lordthip will. acquaint that court. 


“* You are fenfible, my lord, that we have no coercive power over Mr. ELTON, 
“* but we have all joined in a general letter to him, reprefenting the inconveniences: 
“* arifing to our trade by his ftay in prrsra; and, to induce him to return home,, 
** we have agreed to make him the offer of a handfome yearly penfion, with an 
“* intent to preferve this trade, and to avoid giving any kind of offence. Her 
‘* imperial tmajefty’s minifters muft be convinced that this is all we can poffibly do ;, 
“ and with this we'comply, from a fincere defire of removing the difpleafures of the: 
‘* RUSSIAN Court, 

“© We are, my lord, &c.” 


In december following, lord ryraw ey fent this letter to. Mr. ELTON, through: 
DAGISTAN into PERstTA, with another from himfelf, and alfo a paflport from the: 
great chancellor count BesTucnErF, that he might have fafe conduct through the 
RUSSIAN dominions, 


Mean while the anmtnians, who had treated our mescuep {cheme as extrava~ 
gant, now beheld our fuccefs with a jealous eye, and employed all the engines of 
falfehood and corruption to ruin our trade: they declared’ without referve, chat 
they would chearfully difburfe a large fum to difpoffs us of it; but they made 
no doubt but we fhould do their bufinefs ourfelves, exulting in a perfuafion that 
the confequences of Mr. z:ron’s engagements in pERs1a, would be a means of 
utterly extinguifhing our commerce. 


CHA P: 
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Mr. evron’s anfiwer to lord rynawiey, and alfo to the committee of the CASPIAN 
traders. Remarks on bis conduct and that of the RUSSIAN company. The author’: 
letter to JOHN ELTON on this occafion. 


M* ELTon having received lord TYRAWLEY’s letter, made the following 
é reply. 


*¢ My Lorn, Guaitan, february 7, 1745. 
‘ I HAD the honor to receive your lordthip’s letter, dated the 7th of december 
« UL jaft, Ihave alfo the enclofed paffport for my fafe return through russia, 

and a letter from the, principal members of the Russtan company, for al] which 
« | beg leave to make your lordfhip my moft humble acknowledgments. 


“cs 


‘€¢ Your lordthip’s recommending my return to GREAT-BRITAIN, muft necef= 
“<¢ farily have the greateft weight with me, though at the fame time I apprehend 
«« it is not the intereft of thofe gentlemen who defire it as my own, that I fhould 
«¢ return. I am, my lord, under no engagements to the suau, but thofe of 
« gratitude for the many favors his majefty has been pleated to conficr on me 5 and 
« fuch, a man ‘of the leaft generofity can never forego. In about fix weeks 1 
* expect to be called to his camp, when I fhall endeavour by all honorable means 
'«* to difengage myfelf from his affairs ; but I mutt be fo ingenuous as to confels 
¢ T have little hopes to fucceed in this point, as I am too well aflured of the s#an’s 
.t fteadinefs and refolution to accomplifh whatever he attempts. 


t Were the merits of my conduét in ’persra impartially confidered, I humbly 
«© conceive that my fellow-fubjects ought to be blamed more than [, inafmuch as 
“ they do not reap the benefit of this branch’ of trade in its utmoft’extent ; and 
«© that thofe mifchiefS attributed to me are very unjuftly laid to my charge. To 
« this end I mutt crave, my lord, that you will perufe the*enclofed letters, which 
perhaps may give a different opinion of the caspran trade, from what your 
jordfhip feems at prefent to entertain of it. I mutt humbly refer your lordthip 
for my ultimate refolve, in regard to my return, until I arrive at the camp, and 
know the suan’s pleafure therein. : 


“ce 
“cc 


ae 


“ Tam, my lord, &c. 


J. evron to the committee for the ‘casPraN: traders. 


Sirs, Guitan, february 7, 1744-5. 


HAVE been acquainted with your refolutions of auguft laft, and received ° 


copies of your letters to the right honourable the lord carterer and lord 
“6 pyRAWLEY in my behalf. 


we 


“THE 


Chap. LXVII. HIS CONDUCT IN PERSIA, 308 


“6 
“ 
“cc 
.3 


“ce 


a 


* 


a 


“* Tue difficulties I met with here when I arrived laft from Russta, and my zeal 
to promote the intereft of my employers, neceffitated me to give into the sHan’s 
meafures, as the only means to obtain his majefty’s favor, being then, as I any 
now, fatisfied, that without it, our affairs muft have been inevitably ruined, 
Thefe fteps, however unforefeen the confequence, raifed very powerful enemies 
againft me; I fay, however unforefeen, for it never entered my mind, that the 
building a few fhips of burthen for the SHAH, could give umbrage to fo power- 
ful a monarch as her imperial majefty of russra 3 Or that the endeavours of fo 
infignificant a perfon as myfelf, could be ever thought worthy the notice of her 
minifters. Does not our fovereign permit, his fubjects to ferve her imperial 
majefty of Russta, both by land and fea? and does not the treaty of commerce 
tolerate the fubjects of russia, to refide in GREAT BRITAIN to learn arts and 
fciences ? yet I never heard that any powers of the north were offended, or took 
umbrage at our indulgences to the RUSs1an nation, ; 


“© Ir is objected, that as our trade is carried on through Russta, it is in her 
imperial majelty’s power to ftop or incommode it whenever the thinks proper : 
but if this fhould ever happen, then what does a treaty of commerce, or indeed 
any other treaty avail, if the endeavour of a fingle fubjec (even if his purfuits 
were contrary to the laws of his own country) can deftroy the right a whole 
nation has to the benefit. of fuch a Meaty? You have given uy; publickiy to his 


mott powerful enemies, to: whom he never gave jut fubje& o: offence, a perfon 
you have been pleafed to think has deferved well of you, and whom you con- 
defcend to acknowledge may yet be of no fmall advantage to the future ad- 
vancements of your affairs. What can be-defired more from you, or what in 
reality is more in your power? The freedom, God be thanked, of our nation 
is fuch, that if her fubjects tranfgrefs not their own laws by rebellion, piracy, 
or the like, they have nothing to fear, even from their own fovereign, much 
lefs from any other. monarch on earth : and it may be prefumed, that they will be 
protected in the juft rights they were born to, though thofe rights may be as 
inconceivable to a man bred a flave, as colours toa perfon born blind. I think, 
Sirs, it concerns you to be as anxious. at leatt, to eftablith your intereft with that 
monarch in whofe country your Principal fcene of action lies, as with the: prince 
who gives you accefs to it*, : , 


“* Tr ‘is true, your cafe is critically circumftanced ; you ate to gain the intereft 
of she sHan by the very means that muft deprive you -of the favor of her 
imperial majefty: however, I do not queftion but all this may by fome means 
or other, which your own prudence will fuggeft to you, be eafily reconciled, 
The welfare of the BRITISH trade through RUSSIA, is what I always had, and 
ftill have, moft at heart, however I may have been miftaken in my purfuits to 
eftablith and advance it;-but I am very far from being confcious that I am 
miftaken ; therefore, gentlemen, if you fhould happen to be of a different 


** opinion, 


* Here he enumerates the feveral grievances arifing from the arbitrary condu& of the russian con- 


ful in Persta, whith are too tedious to irifert, Particularly as they are contained in the memorial, 
chap. IX, ‘ 


Vou. Rr 
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“ opinion, the greater (ill mutt be my misfortune 1 have the trueft fenfe ot 
« obligation to you, but if nothing except my immediate return can continue me 
«+ in your favor and efteem, I beg you will not lofe one fingle thought upon me. 


«© T am, &c.” 


Bestes thefe two letters, he wrote a very long vindication of him@lf, not witit- 
out many fhrewd remarks, but very inconclufive. Whether Mr. ELTON was i 
perfuaced that the building fhips on the casPrAN for the ufe of the PERSIANS, 
would be attended with inconveniences to the russrans, is. what I cannot detcr- 
mine ; but this feems to be certain, that we might have traded without fuch a pro- 
jot 5 and it appeared quite agreeable to reafon, that unlefs we could convey our 
merchandize through the RUSSIAN empire with the good will of that nation, there 
could be no conveyance at all. "The nature of a trade through a foreign dominion, 
fuch as RUSSIA and TARTARY) muft be fo conftituted, that whenever it is not 
relifhed by the qnhabitants, it is liable to be ruined by many fecret_ means, again{t 
which no fanétion of national compact can provide. The russrans. had long 
enjoyed the fovereignty of the caspraN, and it, was not to be imagined. they 
would be idle fpectators, if the PERSIANS claimed any fiiare.of it, muchilefs that 
they would expole themfelves to the confequences of a PERSIAN power, which 
might affect the fecurity of their frontier, as well as their commercial affairs. 


Tyo’ wapir’s predominant paffion was that of military glory, yet he was not 
ignorant of the advantages of commerce 5 4 prodent conduct would therefore have 
procured us a fufficient degree of his favor. As fubjeéts of a foreign prince with 
whom he was in friendfhip, and as merchants, by whom his revenues. received a 
confiderable increafe, he could not but fhow us a proper regard. This was the fenie 
of the matter, and fo evident, that neither the ambaflador nor. the Russ1a company 
thought. it would anfwer any purpofe to. contradit Mr. Ev'yon’s reafonings : how- 
ever I refolved to write to him-once more, in my own name, in remembrance of 
our former acquaintance, and alfo an account of the effects he yet had in his hands, 
not to mention the civility he was entitled to for opening this branch of commerce. 
Perhaps his firft miftake was an error in judgment, for it can hardly be conceived 
that his intention was to deftroy this infant trade, of which he had been in fo eminent 
a degree the parent. With the confent therefore and approbation of his majefty’s 
embaflador, [ wrote to him as follows. 


“ Mr. JoHN ELTONs 


« Sir, Sr. PeTerspure, april 30, 1745. 


& (INCE F left astracuan in november laft, I have not wrote to you, ncr 
a would I trouble you now were T not aétuated with a fincere defire of promot- 
« ing your intereft together with that of the trade. 1 cannot but confider it as a 
«¢ mistortune, that it ever was imagined the government of this country could be 
« ynconcerned, with regard to the [enterprize (in which you are engaged. You 

“© declare 
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ee 
ee 


ce 


declare that your only intent was to obtain Protection for our trade ; the mer- 
chants for fome time confidered it in this light ; nor oughe we now .to be further 
accountable than to ufe our endeavours to remove the occafion of the offence. 
You cannot be infenfible that the Britis miniftry, as well as the Russia com- 
pany, are entirely difpofed to thew a due regard to the inclinations of the RUSSIAN 
court: there needs no argument to prove the impoffibility of carrying on the 
trade in oppofition to it and every goverament will judge for irfelf, 


“ Tue only way to convince the company of the integrity of your intentions, 
is to endeavour: by all poffible means to remove the occalion of offence; and 


“ My lord wynprorp often exprefies a great folicitude for your returh; he has 
entertained fuch an opinion’ “your capacity, that he would gladly recommend 
you to the king, as a very fit perfon to go in fearch of the north-weft paffage, 
the parliament having lately refolved to give a very confiderable premium to the 
firft difcoverer. If this argument has no weight, there are many other reafons 
of the greateft force, which ought to engage every good fubject to put-a ftop to . 


+ this growing evil, and reconcile us to the russrans : and can you, who have 


acquiréd fo much reputation, refufe to facrifice a Private paffion to the public 
good ? ; ; 

“Ty all countries there will be. people of different opinions; but, if what obferve 
is right, thofe who aré-at the hehn of the russtan government, and whofe 
judgment alone is of much wéight in this matter, think that our trade may be- 
come advantageous to RuSsIA, aS the antient courfe of it through Turkey will 
be diverted, and the profit removed hither, by the duty and charges to and from 
PERSIA. You may be affured however, that no advantages are efteemed an 
equivalent for the alarms which are given by the undertaking in queftion, fhould 
it be purfued. ; ; 





“ We flattered ourfelves that our trade would not be expofed to any fevere 
refentment, for an accident which is foreign to it, and remote from the inten- 
tions of the merchants 3 but this in fa& is not. the cafe; you mutt leave PERSIA, 
or our trade is undone. And what will your ftay in that country avail? You . 
will foon be fenfible of the impoffibility of purfuing this enterprize with any 
fuccefs, for the many reafons I have often mentioned to you, which are now 
too tedious to enumerate, I will take no other notice of myfelf than thar 
62 ** hav 
¢ 
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« have been perfecuted in confequence of your miftaken jealoufy and unprovoked 
“ refentments; but I can forgive. I heartily wifh that all may be well again, 
“ and am, Sir, &c.” 





CHAP. LXVIIL 


The casPran trade obftrudted on Mr. ELTON’s account. Memorial on this fubjef to 
the BRITISH conful at ST. PETERSBURG, in conjequence of the grievances complained 
of by the pritisy faffors in persia. NapDir SHAn’s decree detaining J, ELTON. 
The swan fends a commifjary into Russia with a cargo of raw filk. The paitisn 
joips are fold to Russian merchants, 


R. znton, I prefume, was not fo blinded by his prejudices, but he acknow- 
| ledged in his own breaft, that my letter contained the true ftate of the 
cate, at leaft with regard to him ; but it is, probable he was too deeply engaged to 
leave his mafter ; or had private reafons. why he did not. chufe.to.return to ENGLAND,. 
unlefs fome very good provifion had been made for him, and fecured in the moft 
fatistatory manner. He was now in a country where no amufements could call. 
him off, and though he had to ftruggle with great difficulties in the purfuit of his 
undertaking, his genius and induftry were equal to them :. the fear of being baffled. 
and rendered an object of contempt on one fide; and on the other, the hope of. 
acquiring honor as well as profit by his fuccefs, were very {trong motives to action ; 
but thefe were yet f{trengthened by his refentment of the perfecution, which he na- 
turally fup;ofed would be carried on againft him on the part of the Russtan court. 
Thus the fame incentive which ftimulated his endeavours to promote the sHan’s. 
defigns, encreafed the odium of the russians.again{ft him, which they demontftra- 
ted in repeated inftances deftructive of our. caspran. trade. : 


As neither the merchants in tonpon,. nor the factors in sT.. PETERSBURG), 
thought themfelves in ftriét juftice accountable for what napir, or his fervant 
expon, fhould think proper to employ themfelves about, it was but natural they 
fhould ftruggle hard to preferve their trade : they had already. fuffered a detention 
of their effects in asTRACHAN, and many indignities from.the RusstaNn conful in 
GHILAN; this at length produced the following memorial, which the sririsy: 
fa&tors in sT. PETERSBURG addrefled te his majefty’s conful in that city in the 
jummer this year’. 


* To jacos woxrF, efquire, his BRiTANNIC majelty’s conful at-sT. PETERSBURG, 


Sir, 
# HE sritisn trade through thisempire to persia having received. great 
oy marks of attention from the russtan as well as the BRITISH govern- 
“ment, we hope the difficulties it now labours under will alfo merit a particular 


** regard. 
* 5745. 
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regard. Her imperial majefty’s father, of immortal memory, often propofed 
and recommended this trade to the ENGLIsH merchants; and it is now agreed to 
by a folemn national compaé. The narvisx Jegiflature thought it worthy their 
encouragement; and in confequence of a powerful and expenfive folicitation, an 
act of parliament was obtained in our favor, the good effeéts of which we 


“expect to be preferved to us. 


“© Tur minifters of her imperial majefty cannot be infenfible of the great 
importance of the BRrtisH trade to the fubjects of this empire, and it is upon 
this account, we prefume, that the protection of russia is promifed to us, as 
to the moft favoured of all the nations in friendfhip with this government. We 
are not only the fubjects of a prince in. perfec amity with her imperial majetty, 
but from a regard to our own particular interefts, and even from inclination, we 
have a concern for her happinefs and. glory: hence we are the more affected with 
the treatment we have received from the Russran conful in Guinan, efpecially 
as we have given all poffible proof of the fincerity of our defires to remove 
every object of offence. 


“© We cannot indeed.conceive that the russian conful is authorized to diftrefs 
uss; but under a pretence of zeal for the fervice of his own country, he has 
endeavoured to render our trade and factors odious, the better to carry his own 
point: this can be no other than.to give our fhare of the trade into the hands. 
of the armentans, becaufe he makes exactions on them with impunity ; 
efpecially with regard to the shipping in Gaitan, over which he affumes fo 
deftructive an authority. His taking away captain BLair’s crew, at a time when 
the nxyrisH {hip ELizaBETH was in the extreamett diftrefs ; his writing to his 
court that this fhip was fold to the sHax; his mifreprefentations of the conduct 
of every private pritisu factor in GuiLan ; his taking the advantage of rLTon’s 


* enterprize, to infinuate as if all the sritis fubjects were plotting againft the 


RUSSIAN government; his arrefting an ARMENIAN, who is our factor’s head- 


‘ fervant and broker, a perfon of worth and fobriety; his beating him cruelly, 


and preventing the execution of his mafter’s bufinefs; are all inconteftible proots 
of his intentions to facrifice our trade to his private views. ‘Iherefore, Sir, we 
beg that either he may be recalled from cuitan, or ordered, in the moft fegious 
manner, to conduct. himfelf towards the BRitisn faétors in PERSIA, as to perfohs 
intitled to all poffible proteCtion and regard. If neither of thefe can be"obtained 
we fee no profpect. of preferving our trade, nor any method of wpreventing its 
being wrefteu from us very foon, ote be 
‘© Tue merchants of astracn4n have as many fhips as-can find employ, we 
only defire the liberty of a free agreement for the Height of our goods, that 
our trade may not be obftrudted by the russian conful upon any frivolous pre- 
tence. As our fhips on the caspran were built by imperial authority, and the 
ule of them is no longer continued to us*, we defire that the government will pay 
to their owners the charge of building and fitting them out, agreeably to ‘the 
** repeated 


* This was thought an expedient to reconcile thefe differences. 


; ies REMONSTRANCES,IN RELATION’ Par V. 


- « yepeated declarations made by KNez sHERBATOVE, her imperial majefty’s mini- 
-¢ {ter at the BRITISH court.. Moreover, as no bufinefs can be carried on without 
*.correfpondence, we defire that che faid conful be ordered to deliver-our letters 


“st regularly ; for we write about our own affdirs, and have no manner of. concera 


«with Mr, ELTeN’s prejedts. 


«© We ate further refolved to do our utmoft to promote the moft perfect 
“4 -underftanding with the officers and fubjects of her imperial majefty, both in 

ASTRACHAN and in persia; in confequence hereof our principals in LonpDow 
have lately fent over, through this country, two perfons of good conduct* , 
who are amply inftruéted to avoid all thefe unhappy differences. But give ts . 
leave, Sir, again to repeat that it is abfolutely impotfible to prevent thele pain- 
ful contentions, and the total diffolution of our trade, whillt Mr, BAKOONIN, . 
or any Russran conful who may fucceed him, jis fo very much indifpofed: to live 
in harmony with us, If there is any particular circumftance in which our 
factors are deficient, we defire you will acquaint us, or give them inftructions 
yourfelf,; and it would be a great means of reconciling all difficulties, could. 
they be informed what orders are given concerning them, that they be not 


ignorant of any thing which can contribute to the eftablifhment and fupport of 
a perfect underftanding. - ; We are, &c. 
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_’ But our trade was devoted to ruin, and no remonftrance whatfoever could make 
‘any impreffion on the Russtaw miniftry. © Though our complaints were founded 
‘upon very ftrong evidence of the frequent infolences and the moft wanton indig-. 
nites offered us by the RusstaN conful in GHILAN ; yet we could obtain no fatis- 
faGtion: they were indeed tacitly acknowledged, but at the fame time we were 
continually reproached with Mr. exton’s proceedings in PERSIA, which was in 
-effect to undeccive us with regard to the fupport of our commerce, on any other 
terms than his removal. The russran miniftry faw we could not make any im- 
preffion upon ELTON 5 his remaining in that country was at length determined, as 


the reader will judge from wapir sHan'’s decree, ‘of which exon himéelf fent us a 
ranflation, viz. : ; 

5 cee 3 pow 

&&@ 


BY merits of the almighty God out commands are ‘ever obeyed. The 
‘«  propereft of the chriftians, GeEmaL BEc®, commiffioner of our royal navy 
se 


on the caspran feay~is by our imperial and moft gracious favour exalted, and 
given to Know; that his petition with regard to his finifhing one large fhip, 
** and defiring leave to go with fuch fhip to asTRACHAN 3; and concerning feveral 
-* other points; is come to our moft jacred prefence, and the meaning thereof 
“ ynderftood. But as our imperial defign is to call the propereft of the chriftians 


at new year‘to our victorious ftirrup, and to fettle our naval affairs on a 


* right 


ee 


3 


@ Mr. cHARLES THOMPSON and Mr. a. PRESTON. © 


® Gama Bec is a flattering appellation, fignifying the lord of beauty, or, as we may tranflate it, “ the 
‘knight of the good countenance,” which naDIR gave ELTON; for BEC feems to: be more properly a - 
title anfwering to our knights. 


© The beginning of the year which he alludes to, according to the perstans, is the vernal equinox, 
ver roth of march, : Maes So z : 
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“ right foundation. ‘Therefore the propereft of the -chriftians muft defer 
“ going to astracuan himéelf, but fend fuch failors as he has with him 
“* who underftand navigation, to take care of the fhip to that port; and the 
‘“ propereft of the chriftians muft remain where he is, and finifh the other 
“ fhips ordered, give full directions concerning them, and not, exclude- himfelf : 
“* but, on the contrary, make the beauty of his fervice appear in the prefence of: 
“* our univertal glory ; taking this as acommand, and to remain in his duty, 


“© Dated the 26th of the moon.sHEwaL, 11 583” 


Tue conclufion of this decree feems to be very definitive, though it is the ordinary~ 
ftile in fuch cafes. It is not in the leat furprifing that naprir made. a favorite: 
point of his maritime defigns ; his exactions: had. difabled his people from contri- 
buting to. the fupport of his aerayy-and had alo. the pernicious. confequences of 
putting an entire {top to trade. w Bur Ki inclination to war being not leffened by 
the neceffity of ufing’his rep1an treafare, while his. avarice encreafed beyond all 
conception, he determined to turn merchant himéelf : by the intimation given in 
the decree, he expected one of his own veflels would be ready to tranfport his firtt 
adventure to astracnan; but in this he was miftaken, for none of the vefltls 
which ELTon completed for him, -ever came farther than DERBEND,. and that only 
for one or two voyages. 


Tue saan had ordered a: capitalof” one hundred thoufand crowns to be employed ' 
in trade under the careof HAHDGEE serFie, the cuftomer of resp, a man of 
good reputation: he ordered him to lay out half the capital.in raw filk and pre- 
sian manufactures, to be immediately tranfported into Russia; and there to be 
iold fcr his account, or-to be carried from thence to anyother part of'zuropE;: as 
this commiffary fhould think moft for his.intereft. The HAHDGEE was accordingly 
fent overt in a Russian veffel to ASTRACHAN, with two hundred bales of raw filk. 


A rovaL merchant who-.might blend polities with commerce, could not eafily 


procure a favourable fécepti¢n.in.russia: the defign in itfelf was not lefs ungrate- 
tul to the Russraws than that of -xiron’s building of fhips. It is not improbab's 
that a man.of Napir’s genius had-fome:repard, in.a project of: ‘this fort, to. the 
intelligence which he might procure of what was pafing in europe; efpecially 
“concerning the TurKs, the entire conqueft-of whom he had-often meditated. As 
a merchant, however, he declared his expectations. of a return of* fiaty per cent. per 
annum, which, ‘confidering Napir’s ufual conduét,. was; no ‘great encouragement to 
his agent ever to make him any RETURN AT'ALL. ye ; 


THE RUSSIANS and PERSIANS are by treaty mutually exempt from paying cuftoms, 
bat as in Guinan the sau received the duty of filk of the peafants, and confequent; 
ly the Russrans paid it in the price given for that commodity, fo in Russia no one 
was permitted to buy persraw filk without paying the duty upon exportation ; and 
thus the intention of favouring each other was:on both fides defeated: bug had the 
PERSIAN. commiffary thought it proper, or could have obtained a paffage through 

. RUSSIA 


* November the igth, 1745. 
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“pusstAa into any other part of europz, he would have faved’ the tranfit duty to ‘his 
matter, as the Russians fave the duty of their imports into PERSIA. ar 


‘ 


To return to our own affairs: it was {till impoffible for the BRITISH factors in 


cHILAN to conduct themfelves in fuch a manner, but the rossran*conful in that 
province found fomething to objeét to; in particular that they were too much .in 


the PERSIAN intereft, and interfered with 


the russtanw merchants, whofe greateft 


profits arofe from fhipping. The memorial recited in the laft chapter, mentions 
cour acquiefcence in giving up what we could not keep, viz. the two BRITISH fhips 
on the caspran fea: at the requeft of the court of sT. PETERSBURG, thefe fhips 
. were at Jength fold to Russtan merchants ac asrracHan, and from that time 


navigated under the rnusstan flag. Thus 


ended the fhort-lived sriTisH navigation 


on the caspian fea: whereby a deep wound was given to this trade, already in an 
‘expiring condition. The Russtans, however, benefited by our lofs, received 
no {mall advantage from the models we left them, and by learning of us in thofe 
parts, as they had before done in st. PETERSBURG, the ule of the beft. materials 


for fhip building. 


i a 


* GHA P. LKIK.; i 


Antient trade to TURKEY. . Several fattories cftablifoed in that country,” Mannfattories 
in LancuEpoc.. The enterprifing genius of the erencn, and the amount of their 


evant grade in 1720. Defence of the 


turKEY company. Remarks. on the jfilks 


imported from the CASPIAN, and alfo on bullion. 


: HILST the russta company was endeavouring to eftablifh’ their trade, 


our commerce to the LEVANT was 


much the fubjeét of debate; and though 


“not in fo dangerous a fituation as the casPraN commerce, yet it languifhed with 
a very fenfible decay. The connexion it has with the casPilAN trade; and the 
utility which,a memorial of what then paft, may have in regard to any future inqui- 
ries, will, I hope, be an excufe for this digreffion. , : ; a : 


_* Our trade to TURKEY firft began to flou 


rifh in queen ELIZABETH’ reign, when it 


vas carried on moftly by bullion. King JAMES I. eftablithed a company by charter, 
and CHARLES II, confirmed it: but it was no earlier than the reign of the latter 
that we introduced our woollen manufaGtures into TORKEY in any confiderable 
quantity, and of thefe our kerfeys were then the chief part; however, we have 


now a treaty of commerce fubfifting with the port, and by means of our TURKEY 


company have fupported ourfelves in th 


at trade for a feries of years, much to 


the advantage of the nation. The faétories eftablifhed in TURKEY are at SMYRNA, 


ALEPPO, CONSTANTINOPLE, and. CAIRO? 


at all thefe places the FRENCH are fettled 


alfo; they import cloth and aMzRICAN goods, in exchange of which they take 


swool, corn, oil, raw filk and_other rich commodities; they have likewife feveral 


other 
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‘other fettlements, by which they incréafe their influence in TURKEY. It was not 
however till the reign of rEwrs XIV. that they made any fhining figure in this 
trade, The firtt introdu@ion of the FRENCH into the Levant trade was attended 
with very favourable circumftances to that nation; for the TURKS, in hopes of 
obtaining their affiftance again{t the emperor cHaRLes V. fhewed them a very 
diftinguifhed regard, : 


Unper rewis XIV. Mr. couRERT eftablithed fabrics of cloth in LANGUEDOC, 


and obtained great fupport and encouragement for the manufacturers : by this he 


“propofed not only to promote the commerce of FRancE, but to enter into politica} 


“{chemes with the TURKS. The FRENCH, in order to fhew their fuperior power 


and grandeur, fent a large fleet of thips of war to CONSTANTINOPLE ;'a thin 
which has been fince practifed by rrance, though not with equal fuccefS. So 
induftrious is that nation to try all poffible expedients “to promote her intereft, and 
from the pride of military glory, to dire&t her aims to the increafe of her riches - 
by commerce: I remember when I was a factor at tiszon about the year 1740, 
Mr. cuavionre came as embaffador from the court of FRaNcz to the king of 
PORTUGAL, and as we then imagined, chiefly with a vie to commerce. The 
PORTUGUESE thought it was highly inconfiftent with the dignity of his character ; 
as an embaflador, to bring patterns of woollen goods, and produce them publicly: 
at court; but he was of a different opinion, and probably was not without hopes 
of fupplanting us. Soon after his arrival, feveral FRencn fhips and floops of war 
anchored in the TaGus, the officers of which, even to the fubalterns, were conduéted 
in proceffion to court; a fight which was extremely ridiculous to the PORTUGUESE, 
who are no ftrangers to the fuperior maritime power of GREar Brirain, But 
what gave them the worft impreffion of this effort of FRANCE, was the attempt of ., 
introducing clandeftinely a confiderable quantity of rrencu linens, which were 
brought, and part of them fecretly landed, by thofe very thips of war, — 


In regard to Mr. CoLBERt’s, fcheme of eftablifhing the rrencu commerce in 
TURKEY, the reader will obferve by the papers already quoted *, and delivered to 
our miniftry in june 1739, what great encouragement was given to the manufactories 


_ eftablifhed in LANGUEDOC, and fince extended to PROVENCE,. ‘Before this time the 


UNITED PROvINCES had a confiderable trade to rurKEY; but it is now declined, 
and in fome places does not entertain near the number of faétors as they had formerly, 
In 1720, when the plague broke out at MARSEILLES, FRANCE imported into TURe 
KEY 500,0001, value, - 2 Ps ; : 


- 


. L. 

Of which in cloth about - . . | Se a a os 240,000 

Tn cutlery and other {mall goads ~. . So Pie ay me? Se 20,000; 

Indigo  - 2 2. L? IR ER RS iti eas tae ok a 50,000 

Sugar a oe a ke ee eT -. 20,000 

Colfte Boo Aen Bi ARN Bes et Po o7~ %  Ig.000 4 

And the ballance in filver =“. By Geeta Se Papin pa fs 155,009 . 
Vou ; ae Sf : a oh Ir 
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[+r is to be obferved here, that the FRENCH have the permiffion of fending the pro- ” 
duce of theiraMzRsc an colonies direétly to TURKEY 3 and the fituation of MARSEILLES, 
in regard to the LEVANT trade is certainly a great advantage, efpecially as that city 
enjoys an exclufive charter. Their cloths are fpungy, but they are thin, light, and 
fott, and adapted to the tafte of the TURKS: as their manufactories are under good’ 
regulation, they fupport the quality, and by this means prevent the diminution of 
- the prices and as there is an account given of the merchants and their effects, no one 
ig fufferect to fell more than a proportion of the ftock he pofféffés ; fo that they feem 
here to employ their arbitrary power to an advantageous purpofe. Immediately after 
the conclufion of queen ANNE’S War, the FRENCH crouded to TURKEY with a pro- 
fufion of cloth and other goods, by which means many of the principal merchants of 
MARSEILLES Were ruined; for the market being, extremely glutted, returns could not - 
be made them in time to anfwer the demands on them for payment. As a {carcity 
nerally fucceeds a glut, this afforded us an opportunity of reviving our trade; and 
in the next five years, though we fent a confiderable quantity of filver, we annually 
exported eighteen thoufand cloths for TURKEY. From 1718 our trade began . 
however to decline; and by the year 1720, ERANCE augmented her export, to the: 
degree abovementioned. 


Perer the GREAT having taken poffeffion of cuizan in 1722, the inhabitants: 
of that province neglected the cultivation of their raw filk, fo that our factors in 
purKEY foon felt the effect of it; and this was another wound to our LEVANT 
trade. Befides the progrels of the FrENcH, and the russrans feizing the filk 
provinces. of puRstA, further reafons appeared for the decay of our TURKEY trade. 

. The coffee from EGYPT, which ufed to be a confiderable article, had of late years 
very much failed, as it came cheaper frony MocHA by our EAST INDIA. fhips. 
Rhubarb, which had alfo been at a mouch higher price than it is at prefent, a great 
part of which ufed to come by way of TURKEY, iS now brought through the 
RUSSIAN dominions for account of that government, and generally jent to 
AMSTERDAM. ‘The price of raw filk in. zuRops had: likewife declined for fome 
time*. Mohair was an article of fome importance, being confumed in buttons, 
button-holes and camblets : but, goats, of whofe hair this is made, fometimes rot 
as.our fheep- do, and this occafioned a diminution in the import, whilft our home 
confumption alfo decreafed by means of the new fafhion of metal buttoms. The 
buyers of mohair however complained aloud that this. commodity was imported 

: only from TURKEY, and that the merchants.had. kept: it up to an- exorbitant price, 
importing only fix hundred bags for the fpace of fixteen months, and the -packags 

of that very inferior. oe. . ; ; 


> 
+ 


In regard to the saerBarF filk, which was bought by-our fa&tors in GHILAN, 
and fent home through Russia, it was found to be two fhillings in a pound beter 
than the PERSIAN SHER BAFF imported from TURKEY: for the wafte of one is‘only 
1O per cent. and the other 20, the- latter. being a natural. confequence of: the 
fraudulent package ufed by the ARMENIANS it 


: Wirk 


‘ oh + 


a. From 1746 it again advanced very confiderably. * & The ausszans fcem to have as.littic 
om 1745 i aE , : 
regard in this particular, es a 


Chap. LXIX, REMARKS ON THE LEVANT TRADE, 315 
Wir tefpect to France; the duty in rurxey called MESSATARIA, has been 
taken off in favor of that nation, which is 2 @ dollar per bale of cloth, and r + 
Per cent. ad valorem on all Bo0ds fold by weight: they alfo obtained a redudion 
of the cuftom, a bale of twenty cloths being charged at 30 dollars only, which was 
before at 40. Thefe were very {trong reafons why the rurKey trade was fo much 
“declined, reafons which called’ aloud for all the relief that the nature of the thing 
would poffibly admit: but that fuch an unteftrained liberty of commerce as the 
complainants required, would have anfwered the end, and afforded that telief, was 
very far from being a clear matter, 


Wrru regard to the carrying on the filk trade by bullion, the parliament 
thought it for the intereft of the nation to tie up the hands of the. RUSSIA compa- 
ny, in the purchafé of raw filk in PEersta for gold or filver, or in excharige for any 
commodities except our manufactures, The RUSSIAN government was likewife fo 
far alarmed as to make it death to export gold or filyer through that country into 
the suan’s dominions. It often happens, however, when the demand for cloth in 
PERSIA is much fhort of the value of the raw filk at market, this commodity is then 
obtainable only for money. The TURKEY company was very fenfible of this, and 

_ though their trade was underftood to be carried on by manufadtories only, yer 
they have often imported into rurKEy great quantities of spanrsy filver. Indeed 
I never could apprehend this to be injurious to the national intereft, more than the 
commerce which is carried on from hence to the UNITED PROVINCES and other 
countries, in the pold and filver of foreign dominions, The national coin, I 
conceive, ought to be facred to us who have no mines of gold or Glver; but foreign 
coin or bullion is only a commodity, which may be advant coufly exported in 
exchange for any material of’ a beneficial trade. An unwrought commodity 
manufactured at home, whilft it gives employment to our people, will produce 
gold and filvers for induftry is the true fource of riches: befides, trade feldom 
can be forced but to a great difadvantage, and perhaps in no country with more 
difficulty and lofs than in Persia. Nor can the confumption of our manufa&ures 
be diminifhed by exporting bullion, unlefs we fuppofe that where money is plenty, 
there will be lef demand for cloathing ; whereas experience proves the contrary : | 
and as to bartering cloth for filk, it is not pra@ifed in PERSIA but ready money 
being paid for fuch filk, the perstay merchant will lay it out again in cloth, if 
he finds it beneficial, When a market is Glutted, it is often better to fell even at 
a lofs, which may be always done where there is money, and by this means make 
quick returns, than to fuffer poods to lay by any length of time: when a market is 
not glutéed, .manufadtures or merchandize are always fuppofed to be mott beneficial - 
to the private merchants, and confequently the import of them Preferred to gold or 
filver: but if at any certain time there is abfolutely no demand for our goods, 
is it beneficial to: a Ration to prohibit the ufe of gold and filver in the purchafe 
of an “awrought commodity, the manufactory of which brings an accumulation of 
wealth ? oe 

We do in fat fend out gold and filver to feveral countries in- Europe *, from 
whence we receive only wrought commodities, or ufelefs articles, But if * the 
‘ a ee Sfe. : prohibition 


* Hottanp and swepen in particular, and from toLLanp We export filver to Russia, which 
Conititutes part of the balance of our trade with that country. 


THE. GREAT ADVANTAGES: |. Pan Ve 


prohibition of employing gold or filver is founded in reafon,. it-caniot operate 

-> to the intent of the legiflature in particular cafes. It does not, E think, feem 
applicable to the TURKEY nor to the INDIAN trades nor will it I conceive be to thar 
of persia, if ever we eftablith ourfelves again in the northern provinces. of thar 
country. 





“CC H A PL” LXX. 
Biiguivies concerniiig the LEVANT trade if’ i744. ” The great advantage of it, The 
importance of our woollen manufactures, Further reafons for the decay of the .BVANP 
. bade... The interpofition of the crown neteffary,. 


UR -rurxey trade was. now fallen into fo fenfible a decay, that feverat 
O perfons, particularly clothiers and packers, began to intereft themfelves 
, deeply: Mr. Joun Lopcr, an eminent packer, thewed a patriot {pirit upon this. 
- occafion: and, in conjunction with feveral confiderable merchants, he efpoufed 
the caufe of the national intereft, as it appeared. to him, with a becoming warmth, | 
The decay of this branch of commerce was obvious, but the caufes of it were not 
~ wniverfally underftood, though it had been fo much eanvafied not long before*:*" 


Tue defire to vindicate ‘our own aéts.is natural to us; snd whefé private’ advantage 
and inclination interfere with the public intereft, the latter generally faffers.. The 
TURKEY company became fufpected of partiality, but the complainants. were fubject 
to the fame. imputation: ‘the latter urged that the conduct of that company was 
the only caufe of the decay in queftion, and that to make it entirely a free and 
open trade would. be the beft'or only remedy to reftore it.. Upon enquiry into 
the circumftances of. the kevana traders, it was found that our annual imports 

of raw filk from. all countries, except TURKEY, for 24 years, viz. from the year 
1720 ‘to 1740, inclufive, did not exceed 170,000 great pounds of 24 ounces, of 








which was brought from the East inpizs about '~ 9 =e «129,000 
From 1Taty Far as es emg ete 80,000 
From spain, and other places in the MEDITERRANEAN © > ee 20,000." 


But from turkey only, including the three following years, viz. 
from 1720 to 1743, of the fame weight, was yearly imported) —- “206,000 
The importation however decreafed very faft. In five years, 7°. ™ 
from 1722 to .1726, the import from TURKEY was 1,472,491 © 
fmall pounds. of 16 ounces,’ which amounts. annually to: 

















great. pounds ~! °° ~~ 196,000. 

But in 1737 to 1741, it was 6595519: fmall pounds, which are- : 

* great pounds annually only... - 88,336 
Mohair yarn imported from turkey for the above 23 years, was: : 

yearly. ia MES Oe na ee ce — *- 200,000 

.. Cotton. 


»-& See chap, WHE. 


Chap, LXX, OF THE LEVANT TRADE 317 





Cotton wool for 20 years, as above, from the year 1721 to : on” 
* 1740, yearly —. — CO "330,000 
Cotton yarn for the faid 20 years 9 —— _ _: 60,000 


‘Thus, at a moderate computation, viz. filk at Igs. the great pound,’ cotton 
wool at 1s. cotton yarn at 2s. and mohair at 68. * deducting 15 per cent. for 
dluties, freight and charges, which. is alfo national profit, remains 236,470 1, 
‘There was alfo a confiderable value in rhubarb, coffee, and other drugs, to make 
up the annual amount of our imports. 


Tue value of our woollens exported to TURKEY, for the above twenty years, 
has been annually‘only 180,000 I. but to this fam we muft add tin, cochineal, 
and lead, exported by the company. From hence it appears what confiderable 
advantages HAVE BEEN MADE by the Levan trade, and how much it is an object 
avorthy of the national protections for if by exporting 180,000]. for the moft 
part in our wrought wool, the fource from whence our-riches are chiefly derived, 
we could have returns in unwrought commoditiys annually to the value of 
23,4701. "how many thoufands of the induftricas and molt deferving part of 
this nation would not fuch a trade employ in a feries. of years; and what an 
accumulation of wealth would it not produce! This confideration fhould: awaken. 
‘all our care, to adapt eur cloth to the tafte of the TURKS, and indeed of every - 
gation; and to be affiduous not only to preferve the trade we already poffefs, 
but: alfo to extend it, at the fame time as we guard againft the confequences. 


of the induftry and application of the FRENCH, who are already come in for fo large 
a thare of this commerce. ; : : : : panes 


_ Tne ftate in which feveral other nations have lived for fome ages, feems to have 
foothed us into. a notion that things will always remain in the fame condition : 
this lulls us into a fecurity with regard to their commercial enterprizes, and is the . 
eccafion of our reluctance to believe any thing to. their advantage. _ Can there be a 
greater proof of the rapidity with which a manufacture makes its progrefs, when 
encouraged by a powerful prince, than is met with in FRANCE ? In the year 1700 
there were only three thoufand pieces of cloths made in LANGUEDOC; but in 1740, 
the fame province manufaCtured eighty thoufand pieces. It is very clear, fron) the. 
Breat progrefs of the FRENCH, that although creat Britain abounds moft in 
materials, fkill and induftry can bring othes nations to rival, and in fome inftances 
even to excel us, at fome markets. ; ; . 

Ir is true, that the long and bett fort of wool was for fome time full a guinea: 
per tod of 29. Ibs. which is above 20 per cent. more than the common price. 
The demand for our woollen manufactures both for asta and AMERICA, as well 
as in the feveral markets of zurops,. has been alfo very great of late years, and 

ie : ; \ probably — - 
- , a & 


-*Raw america® cotton ig at 20d, mohair from -TURKEY, according to the quality, ise from 
as. 6d, to1zs. the pound. , 


fh Here we calculate at large, and only in a national light; fetting the coflee and drugs again the . 
tin, cochineal, and lead. 


n 
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probably will in fome meafure continue the fame; however, every flow mutt 
naturally have its ebb, as the fame experience evinces *. We ought not by any 
means to think we are in no danger whilft our obfervation proves what other 
fations are able to perform. If our very fuccefs argues the great importance of 
preferving our manufactures, it is deeply incumbent upon us to keep the manu- 
facturers to a juft ftandard: in this the intereft of gentlemen who have large, pafture 
Jands is intimately concerned, as well as that of the trader, and indeed of the whole 
nation ; we ought therefore to be watchful, not only to afford thefe manufactures on 
eafy terms, but to improve and adapt them to every tafte: and upon this point, 
next to the materials, the conteft will chiefly reft. The peculiar advantages which 
fome nations enjoy, can hardly ever be forfeited without their own faults: we have 
feen the complaint of the LEVANT traders, with regard to their cloth; the fame 
complaint would have exifted in the caspran trade, had it continued ; and it cannot: 
be intirely from the connexion there is between the FRENCH and the POLANDERS, 
that the latter take of us only coarfe cloths: FRANCE and AIX LA CHAPELLE annually 
furnith them with 100,000 1. value in cloth, which is inferior to ours in fubftance- 
and duration, but its foftnefs, colour, and lightnefs give it a preference in their 
efteem. We are every day making new fabrics, and fhew great art and fertility’ 
of invention in articles of lefs moment. No nation can make fuch excellent cloth 
as this; why we do not employ our {kill and induftry to accommodate every 
tafte, and to come in for a fhare at every market; .whilft our natural advantages 
fecure fome to us intirely, is what I do not comprehend, unlefs we are glutted with 
riches. 2 ae . ae 7 
Tue complaints already mentioned prove how inconfiderate ‘our clothiers are, 
who, from a prefumption of being fure of a demand, regard only the prefent 
moment; and we generally find the quality of ‘goods is inferior, in’ proportion as 
the demand is large: the ¢onfequence is, that when the demand flackens, the. 
-qnanufa€turer cannot be eafily brought back to his proper ftandard of work. 
Another matter of complaint is, that the exceffes to which our common people are 
addicted, have increafed the price of their labour beyond the due proportion of 
the value of provifions; fo that the clothier is tempted to increafe his quantity 
rather than improve the quality of his goods. Thefe evils, though difficult to cure, 
are certainly not irremediable, but the attention of the merchant, in conjunction 
with the legiflature, may, in a great meafure, prevent the pernicious confequences. 


As the world grows more enlightened, every country will make efforts to be 
independent: the confequence muft be, that the nation whofe luxury at heme 
railes the value of all its productions moft, will have the leaft foreign trade; and if 
at the fame time it makes a great confumption of foreign productions, it will certainly 
decline into poverty. If we learnt the art of parfimony in any tolerable degree, we 
fhould fight our neighbours with a two-edged fword. : : 


_ | Ir may be juftly confidered as one argument of the great opulency of this nation, 
_that’ many artificers, mechanics, and even perfons of laborious profeifions, have 


by 


2 In 1752, coarfe woollens are fallen in price near 20 per cent. 
t 
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by their induftry acquired great fortunes, and live in fplendour ; this is hardly" to 
be found in any other nation. France, which is our great competitor, can hardly 
produce an inftance of a dyer, packer, or other mechanic employed in preparin 
“and. finifhing manufactories, who is arrived to fuch a condition of life. [he 
luxury in France does not appear to have yet reached to near the height as it is 
in. ENGLAND, among the middling or laborious orders of the people; and whilft 
they can procure the neceffary parts of labour much cheaper than we do, they muft 
confequently have the advantage over us. But it is time to put an end to this 
digreffion, and‘ to return more immediately to the ruRKEY trade, 


Wuar pafied in the year 1718 *, is a convincing proof that the company fell into 
miftakes, through an impatient defire of private gain, injurious to the national 
intereft; nor is it fo much to be wondered at as lamented ; but it did not follow 
that the trade could, in the nature of things, be made free and open, On the 
contrary, there were feveral reafons for the decay of the trurKEY trade, foreion 
to the exclufive privileges of the company : among many others which they 
affigned, was that of the heavy expence with which it was loaded ; for it appeared) 
by accounts from 1733 to 1740, that the fums levied om the LEVANT company: 

“At CONSTANTINOPLE were no lef$ than as tee hee 8" 1S 214,074, dollars. 
. At smyRNA, forthe fame time - -~ - - .). 2 2 2 57,628 i 

At aveppo, for the fame time. - - © - - .- 2. LL 80,065 
Which, including extraordinary prefents, and reckoning the dollars at three fhillings,, 

- comes to eight thoufand pounds a year, which is about four per cent. upon their: 
trade; a burthen which no EuRopzan trade * at this time can bear, and what had 
now involved the company in a heavy debt. ‘ : 


No man will doubt that every kingdom is rich, in: proportion to-the number an€ 
opulency of its inhabitants. Is ic not then the intereft of the crown of GREAT 
gritain, and of the whole nation, to eafe this branch of trade, and to fupport 
the embaffador in rurKEy, whofe appointments are about half the fum in queltion 2 
and would it not be for the dignity and advantage of the government, that the 
embaflador fhould not only appear as the king’s fervant, but have a fixed: falary 
from the crown, at a court where regal power is fo much refpected* ? Certainly | 
this circumitance is worthy of more attention from the legiflature than yet appears. 
to have been beftowed upon it. Among other minuter particulars which I have 
heard ‘complained of, there is this, that we have not any LAZARETTO at STANGATE 
cREEK, {fo that the cargoes are deprived of many conveniences in quarantain which 


other nations enjoy °. 


* Sce page 35. ; : 
& The trade to TURKEY may be confidered as sunopzanor astaTic, tho’ it feems to belong properly 


to the jatter. ; oot. : . . : 
¢ Iris prefumed that in confequence of this fubjeQ being thoroughly examired in pasliament, in 1753» 


this evil will be rectified. ne aes : 
4. See act of parliament of 1753 relating tq quarantain. 
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Noceffty of. regulations in TURKEY,- Companies. effential to fome trades, The great 
‘benefits of the oriental trade. The yews refufed admittance into the TURKEY trade. 
A bill propofed for regulating the LEVANT trade, 


Onopolies, or exclufive privileges, are generally ungrateful to the people of 

a tree ftate; it was therefore natural to thofe who -had. not any perfonal : 
knowledge abroad, nor experience at home, relating to the commerce of ASIA, to: 
think that a total freedom in the TURKEY trade would remove the evils under, 
which it laboured: the difference between the CHRISTIAN. and MAHOMMEDAN, 
religions, alfo the various politics and cuftoms, render it indifpenfably neceffary, 
that our factors in TurKeY fhould be under -fubordination and reftrictions: but 
this never could be the cafe, was the trade open as that of PORTUGAL OF SPAIN: 
‘and though in the circumftances.of this declining trade, as great an indulgence ought 
to have been fhewn to every fubject as the nature of the thing will admit; yet Ido 
not conceive that the intereft of the company can be preferved without an incorporated 
fociety; who, by keeping their factors in due fubordinatioa abroad, will watch over 

the honor of the nation, as well as their own commercial. intereft. 

» Tye want of fuch’a fociety in our caspraw trade, produced many fad proofs. of 
that difcord which muft threaten the fabverfton of every eftablifhment of this nature, 
The russia company is but nominally a body corporate, compared with the LEVANT. 
‘traders, and however good the inclinations of the former might be, ‘they'could not 
fupport that ceconomy which the nature of their circumftances required. “This, to 
all appearance, would be. the cafe with the TURKEY company, was their trade 
left intirely open: indeed this mutt ever be the cafe, in proportion to the neceflity 
there is of fupporting good order abroad, as well as at home ts 9 G+." 

sed aac ae bos ome, nba oF Lyte aR a ae 

* Bur this argument receives an additional force, with regard to countries where 
our. military ftrength is-eflential to the fupport of our commerce, We have feen 
this verified lately in the AFRICAN trade, till the crown took the care and burthen 
of fupporting the fortifications in that quarter of the world. It is true, fome 
direCtors of companies: in paft ‘times, -have played fo unfair a game, as will probably . 
render their names odious; but this makes nothing againft the general notion of 
companies, as effential to the conduét of certain trades, more than the eyil admi- 
-niftration of a minifter does to government in general. There are, I know, feveral 
perfons of very eminent rank -and authority in this. country, who have contracted 
an invincible prejudice againft trading companies 5 but they--do not feem to 
diftinguifh the nature and-circumftances of the feveral branches of trade, to which: 
different kinds of aeconomy are neceffary, particularly in our asratic commertc. 

on ep ee * “ ae . = 4 i y, JAS 

® See aft of parliament im 1753. after the firft edition of this book; by which it feems as if the . 

»» Yegiflatare meant to reduce the TuRKeY company to that kind of feudatory tnion as the Russia 

-merchants are in ; except with regard to a firiter ceconomy jn TURKEY... 
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As to the Levant trade, itis eafy to comprehend the force of the arguments which 
the rurKEY company ufed upon this occafion, with regard to the danger of letting 
in all forts of people, and confequently of taking off fuch falutary reftriGtions as 
experience has proved to be neceffary. It was not, I prefume, from an impatient 
defire of power that the turkey traders rejeGted the meaftires propofed: every 
natjon trading to TURKEY makes and practifes rules diffetent from thof in ufe in 
their commerce with cHRISTIANS. ; i ; 


- Tae purcnu’, who are not in fo good'a condition in rurKEy as the rNcLisu, 
have, among others, one diftinguithed regulation, which is, that no fhip of lefs 
burthen than three hundred tuns, and mounting twenty-four guns, fhall go to. 
TURKEY: and the FRENcH, whom I have already mentioned, fupport the urmoft 
uniformity of conduct in regard to this trade, both at home and abroad. ; 


Tue duty which our rurKey company have taxed themfelves with at prefent, . 
is three per cent. on goods configned to their own factors, and five per cent. if 
configned to the fubjects of the GRAND SIGNIOR ; and none but a fubject of crear 
Britain, and free of the company, can fend any goods to that country; but chat 
freedom may now be eafily procured. The enctisn factors have hardly been _ 
known to make any difficulty in paying this duty; and if they do, the remedy 
is by diftraining.  - ; : . 


- Tue power of determining difputes between the BritisH fubjedts in our factories 
abroad, is generally vefted in the Britis conful, in a greater or leffer degree, 
according to the difference of places. But this feems to be founded rather in the 
confent of parties than in any law of our conftitution, fo that appeals are often 
made to the national magiftrates ; whereas in TURKEY all differences are determined 
within ourfelves, and generally brought to a fpeedy decifion. 


Tr is a good maxim in commerce, to keep jt as much as poffible in its courfe, 
and not make alterations. by way-of experiment; but the fickly condition of this- 
trade demanded a more falutary regimen.’ In what proportion it had decayed in 
the five laft years, with refpect to raw filk, mohair and cloth, the following is an 
extra from the cuftom-houfe, which was publifhed upon this occafion, viz. 


. Silk imported from turxey the five|| Silk imported from TuRKEY the. lat - 


- preceding years. : five years. 
es a . Ibs. ; ; Ibs, 
173400 ee 274572072 173900 ee 170,391 
1735 oe 106,401 1740 - _ none 
1736 me ee 227,976 174D mee 324,175 
1737 ee 87.774 174200 me - 23: 
1738 _ ~ 168,634 1743 00 om _ 138,308 
2 antes a : Renee: 
- 865,5057% ; 632,877. 
Se an a wn Mohair 


__? They have however a conful at smyrwa and ALEPPO, and a minifter at CONSTANTINOPLE; and, 
if they do not equal, come near us in point of intereft in that country. . 
Vou. I. Te 


rs 
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Mohair yarn imported from TURKEY Mohair yarn imported from TURKEY 








the five preceding years. ; the lait five years. 
- Ibs. , : f Ibs. 
17340 979327 17390 a | 492388 
31735 _ _ none” 1740 —_ | none 
173600 = _ 236,722 - 1741 _- — 352,146 
1737 _ -.. 241,179. 1742 — _ none 
1738 _ ~~ 216,806 1743 _ _ _ 208,699 
aera z “4 7 . — So 
7923034 ; 410,233 
i 
Cloth exported to TuRKEY the five/| Cloth exported to rurKEy the laft 
: preceding years... . _ five years. : . 
sah dong cloths. fhort cloths ; long clochs.-. hort cloths 
1734 47665 500 1739 0° 1,99!4 660 
4735 18,9464 3,150 19740 “8,254 1,680 
1736 8,368 1,485 174 3,910 . 583° 
4737 11,463 ~ (9,182 “1742 55168 2,222 
4738 216745 1664 1743. «12,100. * 4750 
65,1185 8,981 S 31,4235 °° 6,895 


Avreview ofthis account could not but alarm the commercial part of the nation, 
and induce the legiflacure to take ir ferioufly into their confideration. = 


Tue yews now defired to be admitted into a fhare of the trade, and the demand 
of the generality of the people was for an open commerce, or a limitation of the 
charter granted to the TURKEY company: the yews were ftrongly objected to, 
particularly by thofe members of the company who had moft experience in the 
trade, The confideration of a difference in religion among people fubject to one 
common government, does not feem effential in commercial affairs, nor is it regarded 
much in our european trade ; but the great influence they are fuppofed to have in 
Asta, created an infuperable difficulty to their admittance. It feemed natural.to 
believe, that by admitting no other yews than thofe of Loxpon, and placing thefe 
under the fame common reftriétions as other fubjects, that they would employ their 
power in favour of this nation, under whofe government they are happy. It ap eared 
however on this occafion as if they were doomed to be excluded on account of their 
religion; at leaft it feemed a hard fuppofition, that EUROPEAN JEWS fhould be at 
the bottom of all fchemes againft zuropzan trade with asta, as was then alledged. 


Yr was further objected,- that the sews in CONSTANTINOPLE would promite a 
monopoly of the TURKEY commodities with the sews in ENGLAND, to the prejudice 
of the other fubjeéts of this nation, and that the jewrs faétors abroad would 
pnderwork the cnrisrtans. It was’alfo urged, that the influence’ of the JEws, 
arifing from their great riches, would have too great a weight in the commercial 
feale,” But was not this an acknowledgement that they were bold traders, poffefitd 

- of large capitals, and would be contented with fmall profits? If ic was, and that * 
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" trade was really in danger of being Joft to this nation, were not thefe the very peo- 
_ple who bid faireft to rival the FRENCH? , 


THERE was yet a further objection, that the yews might go to marker to : 
MARSEILLES for their cloths, and only bring their filk here: even this might be 
preferable to the lofs of the trade, for all commodities which we manufacture at 
home, are certainly great national benefits: but it was reafonable to imagine, that 
the yews under the protection of the srit1sH crown, might be reftrained to a 
fubjeCtion to sritisH laws, as well in commerce as in civil fociety in general. 


Ir was however allowed, that the yews who refide in TuRKey are, for the mioft 
‘part an immoral people, and have by a kind. of confederacy eftablifhed an exorbi- 
tant brokerage of one or more per cent. as it were by inheritance; and this reafon, 
joined to others of the like nature, induced the FRENCH to ftipulate with the 
TuRKs, that they might not be obliged to employ yews *. - The debate which at. 
this time ran high, was at length reduced to this iffue, viz. whether the liberty of . 
trading to rurKey fhould be granted to all his majefty’s fubjects, or to all his” 
CHRITIAN fubjects only 5 and whether it fhould be made an open trade, or continue 
exclufive, under the reftrictions the legiflature might judge neceflary. Upon this 
occafion the following bill for enlarging and regulating the’ trade to the LEVANT 
‘feas was propofed to the parliament. ‘ ‘ : 


tf ' X J HEREAS king yames the firft, by his letters patent, bearing date the 
- fourteenth day of december, in the third year of his reign, did grant 
to feveral perfons therein named, and to their fons, and fuch others as fhould 
then after be admitted or made free, that they fhould be one fellowfhip, and 
one body corporate and politic, by the name of the governor and company of 
merchants of ENGLAND, trading into the Levant feas, and by the fame name 
fhould have perpetual fucceffion; and did direét, that all perfons, fubjects of 
this realm, being mere merchants, which then were, or after the date of the faid - 
letters patent, fhould happen tobe usder the age of twenty-fix years, or not out - 
of his or their apprenticefhips, fhould be admitted into the freedom of the faid 
company, if he or they fhould demand the fame, within one year next after 
he or they fhould attain the age of twenty-fix years, or within one year after the 
end of his or their appprenticefhips, and fhould offer and pay to the faid governor 
and company, for his or their admittance, the fum of twenty-five pounds ; and 
did further direét, that all perfons, fubjeéts of this realm of ENGLAND, being 
mere merchants, above the age of twenty-fix years, fhould be admitted into 
the freedom of the faid company, upon paying a fine of fifty pounds; and did 
* alfo direct, that all and every the fons of fuch as were or fhould be free of the 
“ faid company, and. alfo all their apprentices employed in that trade, for the 
“ face of three years or upwards, within the limit of the faid letters patent, 
“ fhould, after the end of their apprenticefhips, be admitted to the freedom of the 
“ faid company, on payment of the fum of twenty fhillings only: 4 
: : Tr2 : © AND 


"4 Bythe ad of 1753, the jEw merchants of LonDoN are Permitted to trade to TuaKEy ; but not to 
employ yew faGtors in TURKEY. 7 : A 
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* Awp whereas king. cHartes the fecond, by his letters patent, bearing date 
the fecond day of april, in the thirteenth year of his reign, did ratify and con- 
firm the fame letters patent of king yames the firft; and did further direé&t, that 
no perfon refiding within twenty miles of the city of LonpoN fhould be admit- 
ed into the freedom of the faid company, or have any benefit of the privileges 
thereof, unlefs he be made free of the faid city. © 9. ; wig ie 84 


<t Anp whereas of late years the trade into the LEVANT feas has very much de- ° 


creafed; and the taking of lefs fines for the admiffion of perfons into the free- 
dom of the faid company, and not reftraining the freedom thereof to. mere 
merchants, and fuch perions only who- refide within twenty miles of the city 
of LONDON, as are free of the faid city, and the allowing perfons admitted into 
the faid company to trade jointly or feparately, and to export all forts of goods 
and merchandize of the growth, produce or manufacture of GREAT BRITAIN, 
or the dominions thereof, or the East 1nDizES (not prohibited by law to be ex- 
ported) to any port or place within the limits of the faid letters patent, from ° 
what parts of GREAT BRITAIN, and at what time, and in what quantity, and 
on board what fhips (navigated according to law) they fhall refpectively think 
proper; and alfo to import in the like manner, from any port or place within 
the limits of the faid letters patent, raw filk, or any othér goods or commodi- 
ties purchafed within the faid limits (not prohibited by la to be imported) by 
barter, with woollen or other manufactures, goods or commodities exported 
from GREAT BRITAIN, into any port or place within the limits of the faid let- 
ters patent, gold or filver in coin or bullion excepted, or with the produce 
arifing from the fales of fuch manufagtures, goods or commodities fo exported 
as aforefaid, are the moft probable means to recover and extend the {aid trade, 
for the benefit of this nation: <r Per ey ree eee 


vs 


«© May it therefore pleafe your moft excellent majelty, that it ‘may be enacted, 


that from and after the 24th day of june 1744, every fubject of this realm, 
defiring admiffion into the faid company of merchants of ENGLAND trading in- 
to the LEVANT feas, commonly called or known by the name of the TURKEY 
company, on requeft in that behalf to be made to the governor ‘or deputy go-: 
yernor, fhall be admitted into the faid company, within the fpace of twenty- 
eight days after fuch requeft fhall be made, and fhall have, ufe and enjoy, all 
the liberties, privileges, jurifdictions, franchifes, powers and authorities, grante 
ed to the faid company by the faid letters patent, as largely, fully, and-amply, 
to all intents, conftructions and purpofes, as, any other member of; the faic 
company could, can, or may have, ule or enjoy the fame, by virtue of the faid 
letters patent, fuch fubje paying for fuch his admiffion, for the ufe of the faid 
company, only the fam of twenty pounds and no more, and taking the ufual 
oath of the freemen of the faid company, or being of the people called quakers, 
the affirmation. . : : : : ; : 


«© Awp be it further enatted, that from and after the faid 24th day of jone 


rs3 


1744, the fum of twenty pounds and no more, fhall be demanded, taken or 
accepted, by the faid company, for any admiffion to the freedom thereof; the. 
ms | ; ; : * faid 
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“* faid letters patent, or any ftatute, law, order, conftitution or ordinance of the 
** faid company, made or to be made to the contrary thereof in any wife notwith-- 
** ftanding. . 


“> Anp be it further enaGted, that where any perfon or perfons refiding in any 
«S out-port, or any other place within this realm, being fubjects thereof, thall make 
“* requeft to be admitted into the faid company, by his agent or deputy, making 
“tender of twenty pounds for his admiffion, the governor or deputy governor, 
“ fhall, within twenty days after fuch requeft, appoint one or more perfon or per- 
** fons to admit fuch perfon or perfons into the freedom of the faid company ; and 
‘* to adminifter to him or them the oath to be taken by the freemen of the faid 
“company, or being one of the people called QUAKERS, a folemn affirmation ; 
** which oath or affirmation he or they are hereby impowered to adminifter ; which 

"ss admiffion, and adminiftration of the faid oath or affirmation, fhall be as good 
-** and effectual as if the fame were actually done by the -faid governor or deputy 
“© governor. : : 


“* Ano be it further enacted, that if any perfon, beifig a’ flibje&@ of this realm, 
“© fhall, by himfelf or his agent, make requeft to be admitted into the {aid com- 
“pany, and fhall pay or tender, or caufe to be paid or tendered, the fum of 
“** twenty pounds for his admiffion, as dire@ted by this aét, and he fhall be refufed 
“ to be admitted and made free of the faid eampany, contrary to the true intent 
“* and meaning of this a&; every fuch perfon being fo refufed, fhall be from 
* thenceforth Scented to be, and fhall be, free of the faid company, and a mem~ 
“* ber thereof, and fhall enjoy the fame liberties, privileges, Jurifdicions, frane 
“i chifes, powers and authorities, in as full and-ample a manner as any other mem- 
“* ber of the faid company doth or may enjoy any thing herein, or in the faid ler- 
‘* ters patent contained, or in any ftatute, law, order, confticution, or ordinance 
“of the faid company, made or to be made, to the contrary thereof in any wis 
“ notwithftanding. aS abe et 


* Providep always, that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be conftru= 
* ed to extend, to oblige the fons of fuch perfon or perfons as are or fhall be 
“ free of the faid company, on or before the faid 24th day of june 1744, nor 

“© any perfon or perfons, who are, or hall be, apprentice to any merchant or 
* = merchants free of the faid company, on or before the faid 24th day of june 
“1744, to pay any greater fum for his or their admittance into the freedom of the 
“ faid company, than the fum of twenty fhillings. ; net 


« “Ano be it further enacted, that from and after the faid 24th day of june 
“ 4744, all and every perfon or perfons being free, or to be made free, of the faid 
-“ company, may and fhall feparately or jointly export, oF caufe to be exported, 
“ out of GREAT BRITAIN, to any port place within the limits of the faid lets 
“ters patent, in any BRITISH or plantation-built fhips navigated according to 
“law, at any time, to any perfon or perfons whatfoever, being fubjects of this 
“ realm and free of the faid company, or fons or apprentices of freemen of the 
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& (aid company, fo tng” as he or they thall cohtinue to fubmit to and remain 
« under the protection and dire¢tion of the BRITISH embaffador and confuls re- 
“ fpectively be the time being, and fubje& to the by-laws‘ and regulations of 
«© the faid company, and from any port or place in GREAT BRITAIN, as he or 
they fhall think proper, any goods, wares or merchandizes of the growth, pro- 
duce or manufacture of GREAT BRITAIN, OF the dominions thereof, or the EaST 
“INDIES, (not prohibired by law to be exported) and alfo to import in the like 
manner, from any port or place within the limits of: the faid letters patent, 
from any perfon or ‘perfons whatfoever, being ‘fubjeéts of this realm and free of 
the faid company, or fons or apprentices of freemen of the faid company, fo 
long as he or they fhall continue to fubmit to, and remain under the protection 
and direction of the pritisH embaffador and ‘onfuls refpectively for the 
time being, and fubjeét to the by-laws and regulations of the faid company, raw 
filk, or any goods or commodities purchafed within the faid limits: (not pro- 
hibited by law to be exported) fuch raw filk, goods or commodities, being pur- 
chafed by barter, with woollen or other manufactures, goods or commodities, 
exported from GREAT BRITAIN into any port or place within the limits of the 
faid letters patent, (gold or filver in coin or bullion excepted) or with the pro- 
duce arifing from the fales of fuch manufaGtures, goods or commodities exported 
as aforefaid, or with the produce arifing from-the freights of fuch fhips, or from 
confulage, or the commiffion for factorage upon manufacturés, goods or com- 
modities which have been or fhall be exported from,’ and’ imported"'to GREAT 
BRITAIN, and not otherwife, upon paying and fecuring the cuftoms and other 
duties payable for the fame, to his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, by any law 
now in force; and upon paying fuch fum or fams of money as are or fhall from 
time to time be adjudged requifite and convenient for the common profit or fuf- 
tentation, or the. neceffary and reafonable ftipends, and other charges of the faid 
company, and are ‘or fhall be affefled'on any goods, wares, or merchandizes, to, 
be exported or imported as aforefaid, or upon any fhips laden with the fame, by 
the greater part of any general court of the faid company; any ftatute, law, or- 
der, conftitution or ordinance of the faid company, made or to be made to the 
© contrary thereof, in any wife notwithftanding. aie a i eames 
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« Ano be it further enacted, that from and after the 25th day of march 1745, 
every commander, mafter, oF perfon having the charge of any fhip or veffel, 
on board of which any raw filk, goods or commodities purchafed within the - 
limits of the faid letters patent, fhall be laden or fhipped to be imported into 
this kingdom of GREAT BRITAIN, fhall produce and deliver to the coliector or 
comptroller, or other chief officer of the cuftoms, at the port or place where 
{uch fhips fhall be unladen at the time of making his report, a certificate or 
manifeft under the hand and feal of the embaflador, agent, refident, conful 
or vice-con{ul for the time being, refiding at the port or place, where fuch raw 
filk, goods or commodities were laden or ‘hipped, teftifying that the perfon 
or perfons, to whom fuch certificate or manifeft is granted, had made oath, or, 
being one of the people called quakers, had folemnly affirmed before him, 
that fuch raw filk, goods or commodities, were truly purchafed by barter with 
vs ce aa: OF EE 2) gh RATE Se * -* woollen 
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** woollen goods or other manufactures, goods or commodities which had been 
** exported from GREAT BRITAIN, or with the produce arifing from the fales or 
“* commiffions for factorage of fuch manufactures, goods or commodities ;- or 
. from confulage, or with the produce arifing from the freight of fach fhip or 
‘t.veftel, or any other sritisH or plantation-built fhip or vefiel, which had been 
ci employed in the faid trade, to the belt of his or their knowledge or belief ; 
“© which oath or affirmation, the faid embaflador, agent, refident, conful or vice. 
** conful refpectively, is hereby authorized to adminifter ; and the faid comman- 
“ der, mafter, or perfon having the charge of any fuch thip or veffel, thall like- _ 
“ wife make oath, or, if he be one of the people called quakers, folemnly af- 
“ firm before the faid colle&tor, comptroller, or other chief officer of the cuf- 
“ toms, at the time when he delivers fuch certificate or manifeft as_aforefaid, that 
“ fuch raw filk, goods or commodities were truly shipped, or put on board, at 
“« the port or place, as in the faid certificate or manifeft is mentioned, _ - : 


“* Anp be it further enacted, that if any perfon fhall falfely make any oath or 
“ affirmation, by this act dire€ted to be made, and fhall theicof be legally con- 
** vidted, fuch perfon thall forfeit the fum of one hundred ‘pounds of lawfal mo- 
“ ney of GREAT BRITAIN, and be imprifoned for the fpace of fix months ; and if. 
‘* any perfon fhall forge or counterfeit any certificate or manifeft by this ac direct. 
** ed, or fhall publith fuch certificate or manifeft, knowing the fame to be forged 
“* or counterfeited, and be legally conviéted ‘thereof, fuch perfon fhall forfeit the 
* fum of two hundred pounds of lawful money of GREAT BRITAIN, and he im- 
** prifoned for the fpace of twelve months ; and if any commander, matter, or 
“* perfon having the charge of any fuch fhip or veffél fhall land, or fuffer or per- 
“* mit to be landed, out of any fuch fhip or veffel, in any port or place in GREar 
“ BRITAIN, any raw filk, goods or commodities laden or fhipped in any port or 
“ place within the limits of the faid letters patent,. before he hath delivered 
** {uch certificate or manifeft, and made fuch oath or folemn affirmation as afore- 
“ faid, fuch commander, matter, -or perfon, being legally convicted thereof, 
“« fhall forfeit and pay treble the value of fuch raw filk, goods or commodities, 
‘and all and every fuch forfeiture or forfeitures aforementioned, fhall be fued 
* for, recovered and adjudged in any of his majefty’s courts of record in GREAT 

' © Britain, with full cofts of fuit, by bill, plaint, information or action, where- 
“in no privilege, protection, wager of law,-or more than one imparlance fhall 
- “ be allowed, and one third part of all fuch forfeiture or forfeitures fo recovered, 
“ thall go and be paid to his majefty, his heirs and fuccefiors, one other third part 
“to the governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading into the LevanT 

“* feas, and the other third part to him or them whe fhall inform and fue for the ° 

fame. , . : 


“ ProvipeD always, that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be conftru- 
“ed to extend, to authorize or impower any perfon or perfons, being free of. 
"the faid company, to vote or give any voice or fuffrage in the ele&tion, nomi-. 
“nation, choice or appointment of any officer or minifter employed, or to be 
“ employed by the faid company, or in the change or removal of them, or any 
“of them, or in difpofing of the company’s monies, unlefs fuch perfon or per- 
; : : ** fons 
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s* forts hath or have in his own-name, and for his own account, traded inthe faid’ 
« company, fo far as to. pay. forty thillings at the Jeaft, in, impofitions to the. faicd 
company, towards the public charges, within one year then: next, before fuch 
+© yore, voice or fuffrage, is to be given... - x 

« Anp be it further enacted, that. the faid governor or deptity-governor, flat; 


** and are hereby required to call a general court as often as requeit fhall be made 
to the faid governor or deputy-governor;, in that behalf, by writing under the. 
« hands of any feven or more of ‘the members of the faid company,. within ten 
* days. after fuch requeft fhall be made, as aforefaid ; any thing in-the before+ 

. & yecited letters patents, or any ftatute, law, order, conftitution or ordinance of the. 
‘ {aid company, to the contrary thereof, in any wile notwithftanding.” ©)" * 
| Turs bill, after paffing the commons, was thrown out of the houfe of lords by 

a majority of three. Tt muft be obferved, however, as the cafe ftands, the trade 
does not feem to fuffer'any. inconvenience from the.exclufive privilege of the Tur+ 
KEY company, as-admittance-is given for twenty pounds. But it docs appeaty 
even at this time *, that.to one fhip which we have in the rurkey trade, the FRENCH 
have ten; and unlefs we fhould have a fuccefsful naval war, we fhall hardly be able 
to exceed even this proportion ; .it may be well if we do not yet.lofe.ground °. =. °° 
Awp now I have gone fo far in this fubjet of ORIENTAL trade, it. may not be 
improper to obferye, that it is truly the miftrefs and fovereign of all others, and 
has been fo for miany-ages. The portucuse and the-puTcH laid the foundation 
of their power and reputation in this commerce. With regard to'the BRITISH 
nation, it ever muft be of the higheft_ moment, hot only on.account ‘of the imme- 
diate advantages derived from it, but alfo to check the growing power of FRANCE | 
and other nations, in regard to their commercial jntereft in asia. It can be no 
diminution of the value of this trade, as fome imagine, that many articles imported 
from thence, ferve only to promote luxury ; for upon the fame principle’'cREAT 
“oBRITAIN may reject the fruit and wine of poRTUGAL and spain, with the {ugar and 
tobacco of america 3 and this would carry us into a fpeculation foreign to the pre- 
‘tent. conftitution of the world, with regard to commerce in general. - - a 
“Wuen we confider the great numbers of hands employed, as mechanics as well as 
fedmen,. this trade appears to be an object of the higheft national regard: nor is it 
any folid objeétion to the oriental trade, that it requires the exportation of a great 
quantity of filver s for the wealth of a nation is not to be computed from the quan- 
tity of gold and filver in it; ovr riches at leaft confift in. the. produce of the 
*- Jand and the induftry of its. inhabitants. By thefe this nation is become great and 
powerful ; by thefe we draw filver from mexico, and gold from BRaziL in fo ample 

a proportion ; and from the East we alfo receive fupplies of gold. Thus, in this 
courfe of circulation, what detriment is it, if we fend a quantity of filver to. asia? 
: aera pee ., We 

2 1752. ve > By the ad of .1753,. a greater. latitude being given with regard to merchants" 
trading from the out-ports, and alfo without being free of the city of Lonpow, and the yews admitted, 
as already noted ; we may hope to fee Tome happy effets from this indulgence. 


sty 





fo 


Chap. LXXIL -THE KING's LETTER TO NADIR SHAH, = 429 


We are to confider further the gréat advantages of exporting our woollen manu- 
facures, and of importing from thence raw fille and raw cotton, which furnith 
frefh employment to our people: we ate to remember the ufeful commodities of 
. Other countries, which we receive in return for our inp1a goods, and the ballance 
famoney : in'a word the advantages are too apparent to need any enumeration, 





cH A PB LXXIL 
Beef difficulties with relation to the.caspian trade. The merchants petition bis av’ 


Ley. The king's Vetter to sAxH NADIR ‘upon this occasion. The saan’s decree in 
. relation fo JOHN ELTON, 


O return to what’ concerns the Gaspran trade, it feenied impracticable to, 
induce Mr. ry-row’to leave perstA; on the contrary, he continued’ to pur- 
fue his defign. He had furmounted fo many difficulties, thar it wag hard to fay 
-whether he was 2 greater object of hatred or admiration to the russias: but 
Certain it'i8 he completed one vefitl intended to motint twenty cannon, which is of 
greater force than thé Russians ever navigated on the casptan, This being a 
toyal fhip, the perfofr who Had the charge of her thought proper to require naval. 
~ honors of the russian merchant fhips on the PERSIAN ‘Coaft. Several other com- 

* plaints were fent ‘to court, fome falfe, and others of a trifling nature ; the great. 
“ object was. the peRstan flip already afloat, and the other vefléls on the ftocks, - 
which they’ apprehended might foon be equipped. The cloud which had hung. 
over us for fome time, now grew darker : but our vexation did not arife only from. 

» the difguft of the Russtaws 5 for the prohibition of correfpondency with Mr, exrons 
occafioned his arreiting a large quartity of goods brought by the new factors, 
‘mefficurs PRESTON and THoMPsoN, ona claim of commiffion due on them, Thi’ 
caufed an alarm amang the merchants in Lonpon, who immediately applied to the 
king. His majefty, with his wonted humanity and tendernefs, fhewed a particular * 
readine{s to oblige the Russta company, by writing tO NADIR sHAH-about the bew 

Binning of 1746. The king’s letter was as follows : 


“ Grorce THE SECOND, by the grace of almighty God ereato# of heaven and 
-* earth, king-of GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE and IRELAND, the moft invincible 
*“ and moft mighty defender of the chriftian faith, &c. The mott high exalted 

“ prince-in ample honour and dignity fends kind Salutations, with wifhes of 
.? “health and true happinefs.~ : : ease ; 


« Moft noble and ‘toft mighty prince, ° 7 
eae i HE governor and company of our royal merchants trading to Russta; and 
i 


through Russta‘to.-pERSIA, having. reprefented to us,- that JOHN ELTON, 


“ whom we recommended to ydur ferenity by our royal letser of the 7th of february 
_ Vou : re a re im 
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‘¢ in the year of our lord 1743-45: had by his management almoft ruined the 
“© trade of our fubjeéts to your ferenity’s dominions, though it is of great advan- 
*: tage to our refpective kingdoms ; and that there was remaining a confiderable 
‘¢ ballance due to our merchants ; and the company having determined not to. 
* employ JOHN ELTON in their fervice, have befought us to recommend to yout 
fe protection their new factors, MARTIN KYCK VAN MIEROP, CHARLES GEORGE. 
% PRESTON, CHARLES THOMPSON, and RICHARD WILDER, as our favored fub- 
“¢ jeéts and merchants ; and alfo that your ferenity would command that Jou 
‘cptron do immediately fettle and adjuft with the faid factors the accounts and 
* demands depending, by paying the ballancey and delivering to them fuch goods 
¢s as remain in his hands belonging to our company of merchants not difpofed of. 
“We have thought fit to acquaint your ferenity therewith, and defire that you will’ 
favor our merchants with your royal countenance and protection, not doubting 
‘¢ but that your ferenity will, upon the receipt of this our royal letter, caufe juftice 
* to be done to our company and merchants, by ordering Joun ELTON to fettle 
* the accounts depending between our merchants and him; to pay the ballance 
« that fhall appear to be due to the new factors hereby recommended to your fere- 
* nity, and to deliver to them fuch goods belonging to the company’s trading 
« members as may remain in his hands. hay 


1 


“© As juttice is the glory of princes, we can make no doubt of your ferenity’s 
‘© ready compliance with this our requeft, fince the trade carrying.on by our fub- 
« jects in persia tends fo highly to the advantage of both nations, and requires 
«particular marks of your favor and fupport. We hope that as our merchants 
“ are ftrangers in’ your eipire, and place their entire dependence in your royal 
& favor and protection, your ferenity will hear them favorably, and’ redrefs. any 
« grievances they may now reprefent, or may at any time hereafter have juft caufe 
“ to lay before you. We cannot conclude without congratulating your ferenity 
*s upon the glorious fuccefs of your invincible arms, “and repeating our wifhes of 

_ health and true happinefs to your ferenity and your royal family, Given at our 
«© court at St. JAMES’S.” . . 

Mr. exton had in the interim petitioned as Complainant, and obtained the fol- 

Jowing decree from NADIR SHAH. : 


& IN the name of the exalted God; it is the imperial command, that the mag- 
6 nificent ACHMED BEG, KURYSAUL BASHI of our high court, the noble 
“© MYRZA MAHOMMED ZEKJE, and alfo the great MAHOMMED KHAN BEG3 who by 
« the fovereign favor is governor of GHILAN, do xwow, that GEMAL BEG has 
« by a petition reprefented, that according to a contraé he has made with certain 
s¢ of his partners, who are now in ENGLAND, whatever goods or merchandize they 
might at any time fend from ENGLAND, upon their arrival in Guan they fhould 
** be opened in his prefence, and nine per cent. on their value fhould be paid to 
«© him: and whereas the officers of the Russtan ftate have prohibited the mer- 
%© chandize to be brought before him. and the nine per cent. to be paid; hgrequefts 
‘that the people belonging to his partners lately arrived in quitan, fhould with- 
“ out pro or con pay him this proportion, ; 


se Bur 
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“** Bur whereas thefe people who have brought goods and merchandize hither, 
** are ftrangers, and are come to this country on account of trade, and the pro- 
'«* prietors not being prefent, we cannot abfolutely determine this matter; therefore 
** our royal decree is, that you fummon GemaL BEG and his partners, and hear 
“pana feitle their affairs according to law and Juftice : let ro hurt be done to ‘him, 
s* nor at the fame time any method taken that may be injurious to the perfons fent 
** by the faid merchants. Know this to be our pleafure, and conform thereto, 
“* Dated the laft day of the month suevat in the year 11 58." area, 


Ir appeared from hence, that e.Tton had advanced the mott pafpable and abfurd 
.. falfities, in affurance of fuccefs, founded in hts intereft with the san: his judges 
alfo had no abilities to enter into the merits of the cafe, nor honefty enough to- 
determine according to equity. After many circumftances too tedious to enume- 
rate, the decree produced the delivery of the forty-two bales of goods which eLrow 
had arrefted. As for the accounts of former tranfactions and effects, he adjudged 
them as he pleafed, and did much lef injuftice than he might have done; for he 
made returns in part, to thofe to whom he was. moft deeply. indebted. : 
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Tbe Russian court probibits the BRITISH CASPIAN trade, The decree of the emprefs 
of Russia on this occafion. The author's remarks on the letters of the Russtan 
conful, on which the decree was founded. 


r XH E fcene now began to clofe. The RUSSIAN miniftry being perfuaded that 
E Mr, Exrow’s condu& was of a dangerous tendency, the empress publithed 
. a decree in.november 2746, of which the following is a tranflation. - : 


The, decree. of the emprefs of russtra, interdicting, the Britis trade over the 
CASPIAN fea, 


“TT HE embaffador extraordinary and plenipotentiary refiding here on the part of 
ee his majefty the king of creat Britatn, cannot be ignorant in what manner 
** the empire of Russra has endeavoured to cultivate and augment the friendfhip 
“* Jong fubfifting with his majefty, particularly by the treaty of commerce con~ 
“© cluded between the two crowas in the year 1734, which was renewed in the year 
“* 1742, at the conclufion of the happy alliance. Her imperial majefty was defirous 
‘* to fhew her good-will, by granting not only a free commerce to the sriristt 
‘* merchants with her fubjects over the whole empire, without any obftruétion, but 
“ alfo through her dominions into persta, which till then had never been granted. 
“ As a proof of her imperial majefty’s affection to the BRitisH nation, in exclufion 
“© of all others, the duties were mitigated; and many other privileges and immuni- 
“* ties were agreed to, that the trade to Pesta might be the more eafily conduéted. 
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It is not neceflary to mention the advantages granted to the merchants concerned 
in that trade, the treaty of commerce fufficiently fhows them. 


“ These privileges have been fince augmented; for, at the requeft of the; 
BRITISH. merchants, a permiffion was given them to have their own fhips on rhe- 
cAspran fea, though this is not mentioned in the treaty: but thefe indulgences 
have given reom to entertain fome ill-defigning pérfons on the PERSIAN coaft,. 
who have fhown themfelves difaffected to the empire, and have openly acted. 
againft the intereft of it. The perfon who has given occafion to this unexpected 
proceeding, is the well-known ELTON, who formerly was in this fervice as cap- 
fain in the ORENBURG expedition; and after his difmiffion from it, when the 
mRITESH merchants began to navigate the caspran in their own fhips, he was 
engaged by thofe merchants, and fent with their fhips to persta, where he was 
appointed their agent. The firtt ftep which ELTON took was detrimental to the 
Russian conful and ‘merchants ; for, inftead of an amicable intercourfe witlt 
them, he fomented animofities. Secondly, he treated with great inhumanity the 
RUSSIAN Mariners who were hired on board the encxisu fhips, and refufed to: 
pay them the full wages he had agreed for. Thirdly, he carried with him con- 
traband goods and materials in the faid thips, from astracHan. Fourthly, and 


. what is the worft of all, he gave himfelf into pers1aNn protection, engaged in 


that fervice, infinuated feveral projects to the persians, and introduced fome 


arts hitherto not known aniongft them, to the great detriment of this empire. 


« His excellency the émbaffador may thus plainly fee how russia has been. 
rewarded for her indulgence granted to the BRITISH nation by fuch an advanta- 
geous treaty.” Notwithftanding all thele circumftances, the greateft_ modera- 
on has been wed in her part, in hopes that matters would be rectified. Tos 


‘this end, in the year 1743, the minifter and plenipotentiary Mr. wycu, then. 


refiding here, was acquainted with riron’s conduét ; the Russran minifter at- 
LONDON, KNEZ SHEBBATOVE, WaS alfo informed of the fame, and his initructions. 
concerning, them were often repeated: he reprefented thefe complaints againtt. 
ELTON in the ftrongeft manner, infifting that he fhould not only be recalled: 


. from PERSIA, but obligedto make fatisfaction for the exceflés he had committed :: 


moreover, that this trade to PERSIA could not be underftood to exift, but as it: 


+ might be carried on agreeably to. the regulations made here concerning it, ands 
without prejudicing the fubjects of this empire : for as the trade was allowed out. 


of mere good-will to the ENGLISH, and fo many valuable privileges granted to 
their merchants, it is not natural that it fhould be fuffered, contrary to. the in- 
tereft of the empire. : 


“ Russra at length fees herfelf obliged to guard againft fuch injurious practices,. 
by taking fuch meafures as are abfolutely neceffary for the prefervation of her 
intereft. In confequence of the. many repeated complaints made on this head 
by the Russian minifter at LONDON 5 lord +yRAWLEY, the embaffador then 
refiding here, gave in anfwer to this miniftry, a memorial dated the 4th of. 
december 1:744,. fetting forth, that his majefty had ordered the merchants of 


the RNGLISH company trading {0 PERSIA, NOL. t0, confign any more of their 


‘© goods. 
2 
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“* goods to eLTon, and to forbid his being any ways concerned in that company : 
“¢ alfo- that the merchants of their own accord would allow eLron a penfion of 
* two thoufand rubles per annum during life, on condition of his returning from 
<{ PERSIA to ENGLAND,.and that the king, upon ELTon’s arrival in ENGLAND, 
“ would grant him a poft in the navy; concluding with a requeft for a fufficient 
“‘pafiport for him to travel through russra into ENGLAND: the faid paffport was 
“* granted, and delivered to the embaffador at mosco, and immediately fent into 
“ PERSIA, together with letters: from the ENGLISH company to xLTON; and they. 
“* were fafely delivered to him by the russian conful in prrsta. But all this 
*© had no effect; on the contrary, advices are fince arrived from PERSIA, both 
** from the Russian refident and the conful in: that country, that ELTON was not 
“only unwilling to go from thence, but had evaded lord TYRAWLEY’S. order, 
* alledging that this order was given out at the fame time as the king of GRaeat 
* BRITAIN fent his recommendatory letter to the PERSIAN. SHAH, relating to the: 
“‘ ENGLISH merchants trading in ‘that country; and that he had the SHAH’s orders 
“ to take all EncLisn merchants and faétors under his protection, Lo 


‘Tr this be fact, it has. certainly encouraged ELTON to prolong his abode in 
“ Persia; to pufh on the projects he has brought on. the carpet; and to carry 
“‘ them into execution, to the great Jofs and detriment of this empire. The 
“ Russran: fubjects refiding in that country alfo complain that Barr, BROWN, and: 
“ other enciismmen who have left that country, have been concerned in thefe: 
“ projets: and faftly, that preston: and others, who ftill remain there, have - 
“. been. inftrumental to the famz ‘end. And. thefe proceedings are {till carried on - 
“ with the fame ill temper,.of which the conful general woLrr, was.acquainted in: 
“ 1945. but fince that time many. more, exorbitances have .been committed, which. 
can be clearly proved, 


‘« Nor to mention the diforder and damage which etTon,.if conjunction with: 
“ the PERSIANS, has created to the RUSSIAN merchants; his injurious. defigns have. 
“ fucceeded in. part, and he is indefatigable in projeting new ones. To connive 
“ at thefe proceedings any longer, will be of very. dangerous confequence. . 


“© Aut thefe vexations and inconveniences arife from the trade this empire has: 
“ permitted the BRITISH: nation to carry on, and.which never was granted to any 
* “ pation before;.and things being now come to this extremity, our patience and 
“ moderation can hold out no longer. Nobody can in juftice blame us. to look 
“ back arthe many complaints made to his BRITANNIC thajefty’s court at LONDON, 
* and the hopes we entertained that Proper, meafures would be taken to redrefs the- 
“ grievances complained of: but it is now plain, that no other remedy is left than. 
“that Russia fhell immediately put a ftop to.the trade: her imperial majefty’s 
“* intereft, and the fecurity of her empire, oblige her to lay hold of the ftrongeft, 
* seadieft, and moft effetual method for this purpofe.. . 


** In confideration however of the great friendthip which her imperial majefty- 
“has always entertained for his majefty the king of GREAT gairarn, the withes 
“ fixcerely to maintain the treaty of commerce concluded with his majefty, in ita 

7 = “whole: 
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ce qhole extent, facred and inviolable, without any alteration or abridgement, and 
« to fulfil it in every refpect to the end of the term ftipulated ; but there is now an 
« abfolute neceflity, not only to make an alteration in the trade permitted to the 
t ENGLISH nation to PERSIA, but to break it off intirely. ; > 


« THEREFORE, in confequence of her imperial majefty’s gracious order, the fame 
« js made known to all thofe whom it may concern, and by thefe prefents to his 
«6 excellency lord HYNDFORD, the ambaffador extraordinary, to the end that he may , 
« be pleafed to acquaint his court therewith; and at the fame time to affure his- 
« majelty in the ftrongeft manner, that her. imperial majefty has been obliged to 
© take this refolution againft her inclination : in all other cafes her imperial majefty 
« will ever give the ftrongeft marks of her friendthip to the king and nation of 
& great BriTain; and will endeavour by every means to increafe it. . And to 
“¢ prevent all obftruétions to the fincere intentions which her imperial majelty has of 
« maintaining a ftrict friendthip and harmony between the two courts and nations 5 
& jt is now become neceffary to put a ftop to the evil practices of ELTON and his 
« confederates, the other fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN, NOW in PERSIA. 


"6 Her imperial majefty is fo far convinced of the friendthip of the king oF 
é& GREAT BRITAIN; that fhe expects his majefty will neither approve nor fuffer thofe 
«« people to remain in PERsia3 but order, in the ftricteft’ manner, that ELTON, 
« together with the ENGLISH. dubjects there with him, fhall without fail, as foon as 
*© poffible, remove from thence and return tO ENGLAND, May it alfo pleafe the 
«s-embaffador to acquaint the ENGLISH merchants and members of the company 
s* trading to PERSIA, and refiding in sT, PETERSBURG, and in due time alfo thofe 
at asTRACHAN, that they fhall not only forbear fending any more goods to © 
 persta, but ule all their endeavours to iettle and liquidate their accounts with 
* the fubjects of PERSIA, and make the neceffary preparations to withdraw their 
«effets and fervants without delay. . iets 

“ Sr, PETERSBURG, november 1746, figned , . 
: : G. A. BESTUCHEFF RUMIN. 
C. NICH. WORONZOFF.” 


iv was in vain for the merchants to complain of this edit, but in a national way 
it became the duty of the BRITISH minifter to remonftrate againft the violation of 
the treaty of commerce. My lord HYNDFORD, his majefty’s embaffador, knowing * 
that I had been in PERSIA, defired me to give in writing what I had to fay in regard 
to the vindication of the BRITISH fubjects. I complied the more readily with my 
lord’s requeft, from the perfonal knowledge I had of the Russtaw-conful, on whole 
letters great part of the complaints mentioned in this decree were founded. The 
reader will judge of the conduét and genius of this man, who from a common 
fecretary and interpreter, did not content himfelf with Jefs than ten led horfes to 
make his public entrance into RESHD, aS the EMPRESS’S conful. He was born at 
CONSTANTINOPLE® and had contracted an inclination to the cuftoms of asta. 
Finding our trade ungrateful to his court, and unprofitable to himfelf, he overacted 
his part, and impatient till he had feen an end of it, he did his urmoft to inflame 
: : =* ; ; , * the 
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the refentment of the court.’ He did not ftop there, for his condué& expofed him to - 
the complaints and refentments of the russtan merchants alfo, who, in lefs than two 
years afterwards, obtained his recal and diferace. : Sos 


By the following articles of defence it will be eafy to judge of the nature of thofe . 
complaints, which are mentioned in the decree in more general terms. 


St, PETERSBURG, november 1746, 
‘Remarks on feveral letters wrote in 1744, 1745, and 1746, by the russian conful 
: : to his court. 7 


I. Togserve that the conful has a moft extraordinary way of exaggerating; for 
it feems abfurd that Mr. exron fhould attempt to hide what all the word might 
fee, or to fuppofe the Carpenters and feamen were his privy counfellors in fecree 
affairs, _ : 

I]. Waeruer Mr. evton is puthed on by his ambition or not, he may by his 
natural induftry in a, country where no pleafures can take off his attention, make 
fome improvements. >“ al is fe as 
_, UL Ts no unofual thing for the sHan to Hatter a man one day and put him to 
death the next. I believe that Naprir*s decrees, in relation to his marine, promife 
ELTON to proteét him againft his enemies; but I do not fee that any conclufion can, 
be drawn Foci thence to the prejudice of the RuSSIAN ftate. ; ae 
. IV. ?Tis poffible russia in time may fuffer damage, if the persrans build 
any Thips; but L much doubt if fuch thips can or will long exit: if stron 
had gone into Gninan by way of Gamsroon or TURKEY, or found his way 
through Russta, with a defign of building thips, and without any employment 
from the ENGLis# merchants, could. the ENGLISH trade in fuch cafe be made 
accountable for the conduct of a private man, who aéts thus in a circumftance 
foreign to trade ? ; ere : ‘ 

V. Norwitusranpine the reports of the conful, Tam morally certain, that the 
ENGLISH merchants and factors in general, or BROwN and preston in particu- 
lar, are not concerned in lupporting eLron, nor have any intereft in the fuc- 
cefs of his fchemes, 5 Nate raat ae 

VI. ’Tr1s not to be imagined that suron builds fhips for thew only ;. their be 
ing employed in carrying provifions in the manner which the conful mentions, 
- ought not to be imputed to refentment, but confidered as a natural confequence 
of their being built. : . ; a: 

VIL. Im the fammer 1745, Mr. JAMES BROWN carried with him to the persYan 
camp, the king’s letter to wapIR Suan, dated february 2, 1744, defiring that 
juftice might be done to his fubjeéts ; in confequence whereof after great folicitation, 
Mr. Brown obtained a decree for the Payment of the money due to him from the 
provinces and governor in GHILAN ; but nothing is more falfe and abfurd, than that 

Mr, grown defired on that occafion to put himtelf under gxron’s protection. °Tis 
hotorions,. by volumes of correfpondence, that Mr. BRowNn always avoided all fort 
of connexion with ELTON 3 nor in matters of trade had’ evron any fort of authority 
or preference which might create a dependance. As to Mr. BROWwN’s being ready: 
to die in defeace of ELTON’s honor, I do not fuppole the conful is ferious ; nor 
vs ~ a a a can 
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ve ; : 

éan I comprehend what he means by power given to ELTON over the other factors. 
But the conful’s affertions are agreeable to that condué& which he has always 
obferved towards us, rather provoking ELTON than endeavouring to bring him off 
from his purfuits. 7 . Ly 

VIL. How unfair and gnconclufive are the conful’s reafonings! becaufe thé 
merchants have not been fuccefsful in the repeal of ELTON, therefore they have 
not been fincere; and therefore they are yet allowing him a penfion as the founder 
‘of. the trade, while it is obvious that the meafures which ELTON was purfuing, 

“threatened the deftruétion of the trade, The conful infinuates that the ENGLISH 
would not make any figure in PERSTA but by ELTox’s means: he is ignorant what 
figure our EAST INDIA company makes, and has made there; and what figure we 
“make in every quatter of the world where our merchants carry on their commerce 
by fea. : 

; ‘x. Tue conful has artfully played one BRITISH houfé againft’ the other, with a 
“view to ruin both, His conduét towards us has been calculated to deftroy that 
harmony which might have exifted between the other BRITISH faétors and the RUS- 
SIANS, whatever confequences Mr. eLTon’s conduét might have produced. ; 
“XK, Tue russians have formerly run old fhips afhore on the weftern coaft of the 
CASPIAN, with a view to break them up and fell the wood, fuel being extremely 
fearce in thofe parts by this means the Persians got as much timber as would 

~ puild a new veffel: but what is this to the purpofe, unlefs the conful would make 
us accountable for the conduét of the nussIAN fubjeéts, as well as for enTON’s? 

XI. Ir exon, in the advice he gives to the PERSTANS, is fteady and confiftent, 
ft is for his own purpofes, and not for thofe of the trade. The matter therefore I 
apprehend is reduced to this point, whether the whole BRITISH nation is accountable 
to the Russian government for the conduét of one private perfon in PEnsta ; 

XIE I eran it was injudicious in ELTON to make the nusstan fhip ftrike to the 

persian. When I was on the CASPIAN we-always paid the compliment to thé 
pusstan flag, thereby acknowledging the fovereignty of the EMPRESS. 
XH. As to the illegal commerce complained of, I have heard of a quantity of 
bar tin, which has been fince reputed contraband, but it was not then included in 
‘the contraband articles, and was actually entered for PERSIA, and pafled AsTRACHAN 
in a regular open manner. . ‘ ‘ 

XIV. I am morally certain that the nusstAn feamen were not ill treated ;, buts 
‘on the contrary, ufed with greater humanity than in their own fhips. 

‘The eonclufion (article XV.) is, I think, extremely abfurd: a report may be 

_ certain, in the conful’s fenfe; that is, it may be certain there is a report, when the * 
thing reported is falfe, as this needs muft be concefning the £NGLISH merchants 
fertling a penfion on ELTON ‘to fupport him in PERSIA, inftead of bringing him 
home from thence; and I humbly prefume it would be very hard if a fimple 
hear-fay fhould’be made a reafon fufficient to annul an article in a treaty fubfifting 

. between twocrowns. ; : : 


Cc HAP 
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Reflections on the foregoing tranfattians. Propofal made by the nussta company, to 
exchange the EUROPEAN goods it PERSIA for raw filk already in Russia. Danger 
‘of the Company's effefis in pursta. Letter upon the fame fubject. The srivisy 
embaffador obtains orders for a Srip, to fecure the effects of the caspian traders, 


- Letter upon this occafion from the Saéiors in st. PETERSBURG to the Sailors in 
GHILAN, © 


HE prohibition of our trade was no matter of furprize to me, neither did 
TT" think it any great lofs to the nation ; having, from.a long and painful 
experience, received very difadvantageous imtpreffions of it. However, whilit there 
was any hopes of preferving it, I aéted my part in the whole affair with the utmoft 
affiduity and attention. It was apparent, from the fituation of Russia with regard 
to PeRsta at that time; from ELToN’s rafhnefs; and the jealous difpoficion of the 
RUSSIANS in general, that this trade was an unavoidable object of offence.. The 
reader will alfo obferve, from the feveral fads related in my journal, that notwich- 
flanding the reputed fecurity of conveyance through the russran dominions, great 
part of the way is expoled to the incurfions of the rarTaRs, and to the plunder 
of the russran pirates on the vorca.. Should foreign wars draw off the forces, 
or occafion any great diminution of the garrifons in thote parts, the road could. - 
not be long fafe : few years have pafléd without fome particular accident; but we 
had to fear the ill defigns of fecret as well as open enemies ; ‘for whatever advantages 
might have been derived to the sritisH or RUSSIAN naticn at large, neither the 
ARMENIAN NOr RUSSIAN merchants could ever be entirely reconciled to us, whilft 
we received any confiderable profit from it. Our bufinefs therefore was to make as 
good a retreat a poffible. é : Wee 


Hiaupces szrriz, the sian’s merchant, whom I have already mentioned; afver 
{pending near a whole year in ASTRACHAN, at length arrived in mosco with {wo 
hundred bales of raw filk, It was natural to fuppofe, that his bufinefs was to 
make as fpeedy a return to his mafter as poffible : therefore feveral members of the 
Russta Company, who had a glut of goods in PERSIA, could not but grafp at .the 
Jeaft intimation of bartering them againft raw filk in russia. The correfpondence I 
had on this fubject with one of my Private employers, gave birth to a relolution of 
all the cAspran traders, in confequence whereof the following letter was addrefied 

‘to the BRitisH conful. : : 


© Sir, ; “ST. PETERSBURG, february 25, 1747. 
“THE caspran traders in tonpon having great quantities of effects in GHILAN, . 
«¢<" -which cannot be fold yet for a confiderable time, defire to barter them ; 


“ againit raw filk now in russra. -As the memorial ‘prohibiting the sritasa 
*** CasPIAN trade expreffes an earneft defire that the fame fhould be finifhed with all 
poffible difpatch, we beg you will folicit a permiffion for the purpofe above-. 
Vout. : Xx> ‘* mentioned. 


R 
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i ; 
« mentioned. ‘The s#an’s commiffary, HAHDGEE SEFEIE, being now in mosco. 
«¢ with two hundred bales of raw filk, and the Russian merchants not difpofed. 
« to buy them on the terms demanded, we propofed to make a barter with the 
«© commiffary in behalf of our principals, whofe orders we have received “for that~ 
“© purpofe : and in cafe the fame is brought to effect, we will, upon the exportation. 
« of the raw filk from hence, pay te her imperial majefty’s cuftom-houfe, the 
«¢ ufual duty of three per cent. in dollars, on a valuation of fifty-two rubles per 

_* pood, the fame as we pay. at ASTRACHAN on our own imports. This, we 
«« prefume, will be agreeable to the RUSSIAN merchants of Mosco, anda fingular 
« benefit to the BRITIsH merchants who are inclined to make this barter, and at . 

& the fame time will greatly facilitate a compliance with her imperial mayjefty’s 

- « decree; therefore we hope.a permiffion will be granted us, without lofs of time,. 

24s jn order that we may: treat with the commiflary. : 


“© We are, Sir, &c.” 


-- However reafonable and confiftent this propofition may appear, it was not 

‘ yelifhed; on the contrary, many objections were ftarted. If the affair had been 
opened to the HAHDGEE, ‘and he had confented to this barter, it would not have 
agreed with the plan which the court feemed to have. laid down; for this new 
commercial fcheme of NADIR SHAH was as ungrateful to the RussrAN government 
as ELTON’s naval atchievements 5 and we had no hopes of any indulgence whilft - 

“the name of ELTON remained, ° It is alfo probable, that the RUSSIAN miniftry 
forefaw the impending revolutions in PERSIA, and that they might have occafion to 
varreft the effects of the HAHDGEE, to indemnify the RUSSIAN fubjeéts for loffes they 
might fuftain by plunder in that country 5 for this really happened not long after, 
and part of thofe effects were arrefted accordingly. : . 


- Reports already prevailed, that freth rebellions were formed in PERSIA, and the- 
experience I had bought in that country alarmed my jealoufy ; for it was but too- 
evident, that the PERSIANS were continually revolting, in fpite of that prodigious. 
faccefs which had attended napsr’s arms, and in defiance of thofe atts of cruelty ' 
with which their rebellions had been punifhed. ‘Thus the casPran trade was indeed 
atrade militant, and attended with all.the fears and cares of war; but.as we were 

{fo far advanced in it, it behoved us to make as good a retreat as poffible, efpecially 
as the Russrans would not permit us to continue it any longer. 


Ar this time * there was a report that the RussIAN merchants. and fubjetts had 
quitted PERSIA: this was not unlikely, for the declining age of the sHaH, the 
rebellions in KHERMAN and GEORGIA, together with the univerfal mifery and 

* eppreffion which reigned throughout that kingdom, might be a fufficient induce- 
ment for them to retire to their own country. Thefe confiderations made great 
impreffions on us, -and this produced the following letter from our factors to 
his_majefty’s conful. : 


: - ec Sirs 
| > Jane 1747. 
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. © Sr, Sr. PETERSBURG, july 24, 1747. 
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« 


“* ACcorpine to the reports which now prevail, many of the provinces in 
te PERSIA are revolted : we have reafon to apprehend that GH1Lan will fol- 
+4 low their example, and the effects of our principals in resp may be involved 
“* in the general confufion. We therefore entreat that you will obtain permiffion : 
“ of the Russtan government, for the aririsH factors in GHILAN to fhip off 
“ for astRAcHAN the ¢lora and all other effects under their care, in] cafe their 
“* apprehenfions of imminent danger from a rebellion, or other reafons which the 
“ neceffity of the times may fuggeft, fhould determine thofe factors to take this 
** means for the fecurity of their perfons and effects, 


“« For this end it is neceffary that orders be fent to ASTRACHAN and GHILAN, 
“* that thefe factors be affifted with one or two good russtaw fhips, paying the 
* freight thereof ; and that all poffible protection be afforded them on the parts 
*¢ of the Russraw embafiador, governor, conful, &c. both in cHILAN and AsTRA- 
“ cwan, till fuch time as they fhall find it fafe to return to GHILAN, to finifh the 
** fale of their remaining effects. Delays may be attended with the moft dangerous 
* confequences, nor will the cafe admit of waiting for orders from honpon. 


“We are, Sir, &c. 


- His’ majefty’s conful being at that time indifpofed, the contents of the letter 
were communicated to my lord HYNDFoRD, who was not ignorant of our danger 5 
and with that care and affiduity with which his lordfhip always attended the 

‘commercial as well as military intereft of this nation in Ressta, he prefented a. 
memorial to the great chancellor, and the very next day obtained an order for a 
Thip to be fent from asTRacHaAN to GHILAN. Our fears were not ill grounded 5 © 
for about this time, napir, whofe cruelty had rendered him the dread of asta, had 
fuffered a violent death, and left his unhappy people expoied to thofe miferies which 
he had entailed upon them, 


Tue neceffary orders were difpatched to astRACHAN, and proper inftructions 
given: in confequence hereof the factors in st. PETERSBURG received an anfwer 
trom astRacHAN, and alfo from Lonpon, in relation to the meafures propofed for 
the fafety of the effects. Thefe circumftances occafioned the following letter from 

_ the factors in st. PETERSBURG to thofe in GHILAN. 


‘© GENTLEMEN, . Sr. peTERsBuRG, feptember 1747. 
* YOU will find by the inclofed, that the proprietors in Lonpon have given 
c us a power of ordering and inftruéting you, in regard to their concerns 


« 


‘ under your care. The grand object of our attention at prefent is the fecurity 
‘* of their effects. We fhould be greatly concerned if you were conftrained by 
“a fenfe of immediate danger to fhip off your Evropran effects; but the 
** plunder.of them would be {till a greater misfortune. ‘The meafures taken 
“by Mr. crorce THompson of ASTRACHAN are very agreeable to us; he 
; : ° : Xx2 © has 


ry 
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delivered from their oppreffions. 
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s¢ has fent you a ftout veffel to be ufed as:a fafe warehoufe, or to bring off your 


effeéts; or in any other manner you fhall think proper. You mutt be guided by 
the fituation of-affairs in that country. We flatter ourfelves: the danger is over, | 
and that the revolution {aid to have taken place, will be attended with many happy © 
confequences ; and, by creating” a circulation of money, the inhabitants will be 


«© We apprehend it is neceffary to you as inérchants; who havé ito minifter from 


« 
S 


« 


rs 
a 


ag 


a 
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“© Wuetuer forcing a fale can be effected in any fatisfa€tory manner, we know: 


our own fovercign, to defire the protection of the throne, for the fecurity of 
your effects, as well as for their more fpeedy fale. If there is a new king, 
and you think proper to pay“him your compliments in form, attended with a 
prefent, according to the cuftom of the country, it will be agreeable to your 
principals ; and we give you full power to aét in this particular as you judge 
moft expedient. We-only recommend that you thew a proper regard to the © 
unprofperous ftate of the affairs under your: care. at 5 ae 


“ As Mr. ‘ELTON’s conduét has occafioned fo much mifchief and ill blood, we 


defire you, not only to avoid giving any offence to the Russraw government, but 
to cultivate a perfect underftanding with the minifters and officers of her imperial 
majefty. ‘The regard which was fhewn, you by the russian embaffador in GHI-. 
Lan, ‘is already a proof that. you act.upon right principles, which your own ex-. 


perience will corroborate. 


“© Tye proprietors are impatient to finifh the fale of their goods, under your 


care, in the beft and moft expeditious manner, and therefore they hope that. 
an offer of goods to the king of. persia, at an eafy rate, might engage him 


.to take off a large parcel, 


not ; but we give you this intimation of their pleafure, that you may act 
according to it:.and we yet flatter ourfelves, that the tedious difburfement, 
and heavy charge attending this trade, will be compenfated by the future- 
returns, © ; ; 


‘+ We are, 8&c.” 


“CHAR: 
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Confoquences of NADIR suau’s death... The faggers ia pursta plundered of eighiy 

“* thotfand pounds, Frefh difturbances in persia. Letter upon this fuljede from 
the faftors in GHILAN 10 the faltors.in ST. PRTERSBURG.~ Anfer to the above 
letter. - Letters froma the factors it GuiLan to their employers in LONDON. 


ADIR was now cut off, and his nephew att KOULI KHAN feized upon the 
g PERStAN diadem, under the name of apiz, or the juft: he publifhed his 
decrees.and manifeftoes in every quarter of the empire, complaining, of the cruelty 
of his uncle, whote hands were fo deeply ftained with blood,. He profefied to 
begin his reign upon other principles ; and, inftead of demanding freth fubfidies of 
the people, who were languifhing in the extremeit poverty, he remitted all taxes 
for a-confiderable time, ; : : : 
_-A.s no violent convulfion of the ftate immediately fucceeded upon want's death, 
and aur had taken poffeffion of the army and treafury without oppofition, we could 
“not but flatter ourfelves that all was in a ftate of fecurity, and we rejoiced at the 
change of government,..which promifed a happy conclufion of. our casP1aNn 
trade : but providence hada chaftifement in referve for us. as the reader will judge - 
from an extract of the letter. wrote by the BRITISH factors in GHILAN to the factors: 
. in ST, PETERSBURG. ; ; : : 


GENTLEMEN, ~ _ Resup, february 20, 1748.. 


“ PY the laft thip that failed for asTRAcHAN, in autumn, we had the honor to- 
se acquaint you in what manner an offer was made to us by the Russian. 


¢ minifter, of the fhip which Mr. GeorGE THOMPSON fent from’ ASTRACHAN. 
As it was impoffible for us to thip the goods in fo fhort a time as the Russian 
 yefident limited ; and as accounts from all parts of this empire gave us to expect 
_ * peace and tranquillity, we induiged ourfelves in the hopes of an uninterrupied 
“et fecurity. About two months ago we obtained a decree from ADIL SHAH,, 
“ direGting the governor acumED KHAN to take the remainder of our demands 
“ of aca HasAw for the goods which they had forcibly taken from us fome-time- 
«© ago, on which about fix thoufand crowns are yet due. It was faid that aca 
« pasan and his adherents, reprefented to api saax, that when the pretender 
“ saun’, threatened to poffefs himfelf of that place, they took fo much of our 
« effeéts to raife foldiers for its defence; and that the king had ordered the 
“* governor to fatisfy the fufferers as far as eighty thoufand crowns, out of his. 
« treafury : however, we have not yet recovered any thing. After efcaping a- 
“total deftruétion, in confequence of naprr’s death, we thought ourfelves ex- 
«tremely happy in being almoft the only poffeffors of EUROPEAN commodities, 
«© with an increafing demand, and fecure trom any danger, SAuN being taken by; 
““ AMUR: ASLAN KHAN, and blinded. 
: : ; i 6 Tune 


* He appeared in arms_in sHIRVAN after napir’s death. 


34%. 2° 
£, : , 
-e¢ Top latter end of december the new SHAH atrived in MASANDERAN “*, tea 
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days eafy journey eattward from -hence. We immediately felt the benefit of his 
approach, and had reafon to expect great fales. ~Soon after his arrival, the: 
suAH fent for AMUR ASLAN KHAN, Who was then at ravris; but he excuted* 
himfelf, pretending to be fick : a fécond meflage was fent to him to come as foon as 
poffible ; he then alledged that the country about sHirvan being in a rebellious 
difpofition, his prefence with the troops was neceffary : foon after two couriers 
went with prefents to. him from api. saan, preffing him to come with thems 
but, inftead of obeying the king’s orders, he killed the couriers. It was reported 
that they had affronted ‘the KHAN. The sth of january a rumor was {pread,” 
that fome troops were ordered hither, and it was..then ftrongly fufpeéted that 
AMUR ASLAN KHAN had declared againft the king. We endeavoured to get to 
the bottom of the affair, and applied to KouLera, formerly the ‘PERSIAN imi- 
nifter at the court of nuss1a, who was then here: he told us he had indeed that 
day received intelligence that troops were coming this,way; but if they. entered 
this province, and were out of the jurifdiction of AMUR. ASLAN KHAN, he - 
believed they would declare for the sHan, and advifed us to make ourfelves | 

eafy; adding, that patience and a little tirhe would bring all things to rights. 

However, we applied to the Russran refident, defiring a liberty to thip the moft 

valuable of our effects on board the RUSSIAN veffels then in the port. He anfwer-'" 
ed, that we might get our Monzy ready to fend on board, but as to Goops he 


-could not give us any room, having only two {mall fnows; the thip which came 


to us in autumn being fent to BAKU 5 that he would difpatch a third veffel which 
was ready to fail for DERBEND, and order her to call. at Baku, with inftructions 
for that thip to come to us immediately. The rgth of january in the night, we ” 
received certain information that. a number of troops were on the road, and 
would arrive the next day, who gave out that they were going to the sHAH’s 
camp. Being thus alarmed, we quitted our houfe, but for want of cattle to 
carry off all our money, we were obliged to fend part of it to the refident’s 
quarters. Upon our arrival on board we were informed that one thoufand feven 
hundred men, under the command of R1IZA KOULI KHAN, had entered RESHD 
on the day we left it; and having: fent for our warehoufe-keeper, demanded of, 
him where our money was? He told them we had taken it with us; but this’ 
‘anfwer not being fatisfactory, he was three feveral times beaten; he was alto 
pricked with pac ing needles, and threatened to be burnt, in hopes of extorting 
a confeffion from him: but the KHAN perceiving that the money was not to be 
found, except about feven hundred crowns, which this fervant had in his hands, 
ordered the foldiers to bring him goods, which they did to about the” number .. 
of one hundred and fixty bales; when they defired that no more might be taken, 
as they had as much as they could carry off The next evening ACHMED KHAN, 
who went to Lawson, two days before, and fecretly carried away his valuable 
effeGts, returned with a few foldiers, at midnight, and attacked the rebels, but in 
fo fharneful a manner, that he was foon put to fight. This only ferved to irritate 
them, infomuch that orders were given to plunder and difpofe of all our effects", 
: Powe . * which 
"a At the palace of asnergrr, defcribed in chap. XLUT, 
» In value about eighty thoufand pounds, 
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“which they accordingly did moft effectually. They fold 4 great’ value at the 

** moft fcandalous prices, as raw filk at one crown per batman’, begreft at two, . 
** three, or four crowns per piece *, and other goods in proportion; by which ~ 
“* means they readily found buyers, who have either conveyed the goods out of the 
‘* province, or fecreted. them. , oi ; : 


** A's foon as we were informed that the rebels had quitted the place, and miarched” 
“ for ravgis, and that forces were fent by api sHan in purfuit of them, we 
“* returned’ to our. houfe, which exhibited only naked walls? We have applied to 
“* the people here’to procure the reftitution of fuch goods as can be difcovered ; 
“and they give us fair words, but we have not been able to collect above feven. 
** hundred pieces. : 


‘* Tus rebels are ftopped at KESKAR by the peafants, and now furrounded by the 
“King’s troops: the forces which were fent by Amur aSLaN KHAN to their re. 
‘ lief, have deferted, and come over to the suan’s party. “Upon this news we 
“* petitioned the sHaw’s general to take care of our affairs: he immediately defired 
“one of us to come to him, and Mr. vAN MIEROP accordingly fet out yefterday, 
“We hear thefe rebels have made ule of our goods as a breaft-werk, and to. 
“* cover them from the weather; fo thae we fear whatever is found will be of 
“* Tittle value... oe ee ‘ a ere : 


“© Tue only hopes we have at prefent are in the clemency and juftice of the saazy 
* to whom we fhall apply as foon as affairs are fettled, Thus, gentlemen, you 
“* fee to what a miferable ‘tate your affairs are’ reduced: we- fulpect that fome. 
* people here have acted contrary to their profeffions, for it is certain they are now 
' “ poffefled of great quantities.of our goods. The very inpran merchants, who : 
“are pacans, bluth at the condué& of the “cHristrans; but fear reftrains us 
“* from faying more at prefent. It is highly probable, from many circumftances,, 
* that ACHMED KHAN, the governor of this place, was in the confpiracy. When 
““RIZA KOULT KHAN, the commander of the rebels, heard. that ACHMED KHAN: 
“ was coming to attack him; he produced letters in the prefence of our warehoufe-. 
* keeper, wherein he faid acymep KHAN had invited him, and declared that the- 
“end of his coming was. not to make himfelf matter of the province, but of the- ¢ 
“ money and effects of the FRANKS, meaning us; and alfo of thofe of aca MA. “ 
*“ HOMMED, the sHAH’s merchant, : : Oe 


“ Te “quantity of filk we haye- loft upon. this occafion amounts to eighteen. 

“© thoufand crowns*. Our money {till remains on board the fhip; for between 

“ open enemies and falfe friends, we do not know where to truft ourfelves, or it. 

“ God fend us a happy deliverance from this {cene of mifery ; and in expectation . 

* of your counfel and inftruétions we remain; - - : . : 
COR ghey 3G “ GENTLEMEN, your. moft humble fervants.” 


* Six pence per pound of fixteen ounces: > One fifteenth part of the value. 
* Which would Have produced eight thoufand five hundred great pounds. - 


“6 PS. 


ae THE COMPANY’ EFFECTS ©~. PartVs 
“Pp, § We have received intelligence that ‘the commander of the rebels at KESKAR 
« js taken, and his forces put to the fword; that the king’s troops have feized 

* upon all the goods found in the hands of the rebels, which they have divided - 
«© among thensfelves as fpoil.”? =~ . SG newee Pere G 


“We may here ftop dnd contemplate this picture of persran frenzy and per- 
fidious wickednefs. Thefe rebels dug up even the floors of the exciisH houfe 
at RESHD; and, as a humorous fpecimen of their havock, threw @ quantity of 
fugar into a well, that difpatch might be made in fweetening the water. Patience 
is a remedy of great efficacy : here feemed to be no other for the prefent; fo that 
we may indulge refletion, and try to what account it will turn: it threw me ona 
‘thought which might be impertinent to. mention, if I had. not heard it ferioufly 
. maintained, that national gain may arife from the’ lofs of private merchants, pro- 
viding that lofs is in our manufactures. In proof of this PROFOUND DOCTRINE it 
js alledged, that the labour for which the ‘artificers have been paid, vaitly exceeds. 
the price of the original material 5 and that if we get home fo much as the original - 
material is worth, the national intereft receives no hurt. This is too deep a fpecu~ 
lation for me, 1 confefs, efpecially while I feel for my friends who fuffer. I prefume 
our riches arife from our labour as well as materials, and that the whole. commu- | 
nity fuffers, in proportion to the calamities which happen to a part of it; and the 
greater the part which fuffers, the greater the misfortune. The good which may 
in this cafe happen to fome, in confequence of a lols, by affording, occalion of a 
frefh employment, can never be an equivalent for the greater diminution of private 
ftock, becaufe private, ftock is, without doubt, a part of the riational flock ; and 
that cannot be true of a pavgicular lofs, which, if general, would ruin our mer- 
chants, and confequently -diftrefs the nation. If-the end of our labour is fruftrated,’ 
how is it poffible we can prefpers whilft that labour is acknowledged to be one great 
fource from whence our riches how? . - WA anes 


“But to return to our hiftory: dreadful as this. news was; the clemency of the 
new king feemed to” promife us reftitution 5 fo that we flattered ourfelves with the 
fame fuccefs as we had obtained at ASTRABAD four years before: ‘but it pleafed 
providence to rebuke us for thefe fanguine expectations, which were hardly well 
formed, when news- came that IBRAHIM MYRZAy the king’s brother, was in re- 
bellion, eg z ty oe 


Tur factors in st. PETERSBURG NOW made aniwer to the factors in GHILAN. 


° 


_. .*¢ GENTLEMEN, ; ST. PETERSBURG, may 17, 1748. 
<e THE melancholy account of the (tuation of your houfe, contained in’ your 
es ~ fayor of the 2oth of february, you may eafily imagine gives us the moft 


te fenfible concern ; but we flatter ourfelves that the lofs will be made good to yow, 
«and that your prudent management, joined to the juftice of -your .caule, can 
_* hardly fail of obtaining reftitution from’ the clemency of apiL SHAH. 


“ As you are the beft judges what means to take for this end, we hope you have 
followed the dictates of your own reafon and. expefience 4 and we. learn, by fome 
a ; es * accoupts 


« 
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Jf 
“* accounts of the roth of march, that you had a fair profpee of making: this 
“* important recovery, The revolt, which was further fulpected, being unknown 
“ to us in any circumftance, we cannot make any refleCtions on it. What the 
'. “ company at home will determine, you will hear foon ; but you muft not hefi- 
“* tate to act as the circumftances of the times may require. This unhappy affair. 
“* is the greater thock to Us, as we had entertained the moft fanguine hopes of your 
' ‘making large returns, &, : * We are, GENTLEMEN, yours, &c.?? : 


Ir is eafy to conceive in what manner the caspray traders in tonpow received. 
the melancholy news of the total plunder of their factory in per sta; but the follow- 
ing letter from their faCtors in REsHp to their factors in sr, PETERSBURG, afforded 
fome conflation, - “ 


‘© Sirs, a: . Resup, april 4, 1748, 
* AS an embaffador from apy SHAH to the court of russra is going to as- 
és 


TRACHAN, we embrace this Opportunity to inform you of what has accurred 
“© fince our lat, . pie Ree , : . 


« Iw regard to the sran’s orders for collecting our plundered goods and return- 
** ing them to us, nothing further has been executed 3 and the fmall quantity men- 
“* tioned to be delivered to us is not worth above twelve or fourteen hundred 
“ crowns... ACHMED KHAN declares that he had delivered four hundred and feven- 
“ ty pieces of our g00ds to the king’s Merchant, in lieu of his goods loft; and the 
~“ reft which he has collected, being mottly damaged, he does not think worth the 
“* delivery : the truth is, he has fold 4 great part of them, and the remainder werg 
“* given in payment of his own debts.” In cafe aprt SHAH fhould be pleafed to pay 
*° us for the effects loft, we think it not fafe to keep the money here ; to inveft it in 
“ raw filk cannot be done in lefs than three racoltas *, and to let it remain on fhip- 
* board in,an open road { long a time, is alfo very dangerous; for thefe reafons we 
’ © think it beft to fend it to ASTRACHAN. But in this cafe a difficulty arifes, whether. 

“ it will be fuffered to return, as there is a prohibition to export any money from 
““ Russta. We have difcourfed with the RUSSIAN refident on this fubject, and he 
“ thinks our cafe very different from that of exporting money, and makes no doubr 
** but it will be permitted, - : 


** WE cannot reafonably expect your anfwer before winter; therefore we write to 
“ Mr. conful WOLFF, and the faGors at ST. PETERSBURG, to give us immediate 
orders, *which in the mean time we fhall obferve, 


a 


* Tue colleor of the cuftoms, who atrived lately, informs us, that when he 
“* was in the camp he heard that the Minifters were willing and ready to accommo- 
“ date our affairs, but thar the fuccefs would be attended with a ‘great expence, 
“ In cafe the san Pays us in gold, it will be difficult to get it exchanged for filver 
“* to purchafe filk, and this commodity is chiefly purchafed with filver, and ve 
“* little gold can be Put off that way. _Tfhe pays in filver, it will be difficult ta 


: z " © pet 
, * A mercantile term for the annual growth of certain produdtions, S 
VoulL.- > ¥y 
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‘pet fuch a fum exchanged for gold, without giving an advance thereon ; and 
*¢ gold, as you will fee hereunder, is the moft profitable of the two, if any of the 
« merchants concerned chufe to have their returns in fpecie, The gold currency 
66 of persta is, viz. : : - : . 

« Muker ducats current at 6 crowns 4, weigh 2 22, mufcals”. 

ss Leffler dittos ~ - 3 ae Lorimer 2 PRE ee eS 
« Pal crowns or rupies, fifid denaers and abaffies, are in general pretty equal at 
« prefent, as few old ones, which are more weighty, now remain.” * 


Ea 


CH A P. LXXVI. 


The caspian traders apply for bis majefty’s letter to avit suan. The king's leiter to 
that prince. Ap\‘L SHAH promifes refitution, but is dethroned by his brother 1BRa- 
gam. Letter from the faétors in GHILAN 10 the fagtors in ST, PETERSBURG, 


4. witha further account of the diftrattion of the times, ELTON efcapes an affafi-. 
nation, , 


NDER thefe flattering expectations, the CASPIAN traders petitioned his 
majefty, fetting forth the ftate of their affairs; and that, as no treaty of com-_ 
- merce exifted between the crowns of GREAT BRITAIN and persia, they had no 
protection but what arofe from the immediate favor of the PERSIAN monarchs, 
which they prayed his majefty to procure for them. The king, ever ready to fuc- 
cour the diftreffed, granted them his letter, dated in june 1748, as follows. 


« GEORGE THE SECOND, by the grace of almighty God, creator of heaven and 
‘s earth, KING OF GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE and IRELAND, the moft invin- 
* cible and moft mighty DEFENDER of the cHrisTian faith, 8cc. 


- To the serene, moft POTENT, and moft RENOWNED prince ADIL sHaH, king 
. of PERSIA, MEDIA and ARMENIA, &c. 


“ The moft high exalted srince in ample honor and dignity, fends kind falutations 
Se © and withes of health and happinefs. én 
« Most nogie AND MOST MIGHTY PRINCE, ; 


“WW E. have lately received with great pleafure, 


by the governor and company 
“et 


of our royal merchants trading to Russta, and through RUSSIA to PERSIA, 
« the welcome news of your happy acceffion to the throne of the PERSIAN empire. 
« We could not defer fending you thefe our royal letters, to teftify the particular 
“joy and fatisfaction with which we received the account of your ferenity’s 
« “elevation to that high degree of power and dignity ; upon.which we congratulate 


‘ “6 
: Rone J . © you 
® 1 crown weighs 5 mufcals of filver. - > 6 3 mufcals == 1 ounce troy. . 
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* you in the moft friendly and affe&tionate manner, and with your ferenity may 
“ enjoy it during the courfe of many years, with all happinefs and profperity. 


** Our faid governor and company of our royal merchants having reprefented 
** to us that they have received advices from the factors refiding at REsHD, that in 
“ the month of january lait a party of rebels had plundered them of all their goods. 
** and merchandize, both woollen, .as well as filk which they had provided as’ 
‘* returns, to the amount of feveral hundred thoufand mildenaers ; and that they” 
“* had but juft time to efcape with their lives, and part of what money they had 
by them, on board a veffel then riding at anchor in- that port: they have © 
therefore befought us to recommend this affair to you; and to defire that all 

*¢ reftitution, juftice, and ample fatisfaction ‘may be made to them 3 and likewife 
"© that you grant to them your protection for their perfons and effects from any in- 

“ fults or violations for the future. ; 


a 


an 
a8 


“ We have thought fit to acquaint your ferenity therewith, and defire that 
*¢ you will favor our merchants, as abovementioned, with your royal countenance 
“ and protection; not doubting but that your ferenity will, upon the receipt. 
. “© of thefe our royal letters, caufe juftice to be done to our company and merchants.: 


“_ Justice being the glory of princes, we can make no doubt of your ferenity’s 
* ready compliance with this our requeft, efpecially as the trade carried on by our 
*« fubjeéts in persra, tends fo highly to the mutual advantage of both nations, 

' “ and requires fome particular marks of your favor and {upport. . And we hope, 
“* as our merchants are ftrangers in your empire, and place their intire dependence - 
“in your favor and proteétion, your ferenity will hear them favorably, and 
* redrefs any grievances they may now reprefent, or at any time hereafter have juft 
“* caufe to lay before you. We rely on your royal favor and juftice, and conclude 
“ with repeating our withes of health and true happinefs to your ferenity and royal 

“ family, &c.” “ Your affectionate friend. . Sign’d G, R.” 


Tuts mark of his majefty’s tender concern could not poffibly produce any effe@ ; 
for though aur had many good qualities, he wanted thofe which were the moft 
effential, Exalted with the notion of delivering persta from tyranny, and re. 
ceiving the crown as his reward; he abandoned himfelf to his favorite intoxica~ 
ting gratifications of women and ftrong liquors; by which means he became an 
eafy prey to the ambition of his brother rngaHim. After aur had reigned about 
twelve months, 1gRaHim afpiring to the crowns collected a body of forces ; and 
both armies meeting, ati was taken prifoner and blinded ; and the lofs of his eyes 
threw a total darknefs on the profpect which the caspran tratlers had of the reca- 
very of their lofs from him. eee : : a 


Tuts event banifhed the fa€tors a fecond time from their houfe at Resi to 
ENZELLEE, where they might the more eafily fecure the poor remains of their plun- 
dered fortunes. From hence, after acquainting the faCtors in st, PETERSBURG of 
the defeat of apIL sHan *, they wrote as follows. “es : ; 

: : Yy2 oy: ~ 2 Gene 


* The reader will remember that at1 KOULI KHAW took the name of ADIL. | 
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«¢ GENTLEMEN, Be a ety ivoo. .) Enzurees, june 1748. 
“ON the 23d of may we retired to ENZFLLEE & fecond time, on the report 
ag of the arrival of a new governor on the part of IBRAHIM MYRZA *, with 
& fome troops. ~The fecond inftant we received news: from RESHD, that ASKERE . 
“ xuan, lately MYRZA ASKERS, WAS arrived there with one hundred and eighty men, 
with order to collect fuch monies as belonged to~the crown and the great men. 
« Qur interpreter, whom we had purpofely left in RESHD to fee what paffed, came 
«© tous, and brought a letter from aSKERI KHAN 5 in which he acquainted us that 
« te was very forry to hear of our foffes ‘and {ufferings, and ready to do us all 
“ poffible fervice : that he had a decree from IBRAHIM MYRZA, which he would - 

. ¢¢ deliver to us as foon as we came to tOWR. ‘On the gd we returned-an an{wer, 
« and acknowledged our obligations for his profeffion of friendfhip ; and that, as 

" & foon as we had finifhed the bufinefs we were obliged to perform, we would wait 

° 6 on him, for we think it fafeft to wait a few days, and fee how affairs are con- 
ss ducted by him.” They then recount the difficulties they labour under, in regard 
to the fafety of their money, it appearing to be the chief aim of the RussIAN 
refident to oblige them to leave PERSIA with it; and continue thus: “ The 14th 
* of may we vifited the KHAN, who, after delivering 18R AHIM’S decree, affured 
«yg we had nothing to fear, and might depend on his good-will, . He then fent - 
« feveral merchants to look at the cloth returned to us by MEHTI KOULI KHAN, 

. * and to agree for the price of it. On the rsth inftant® the refident came to town 
« to fix his dwelling at ENZELLEE, and the next day he fent a letter to our THOMP- 
«© son and WILDER, to acquaint them that he had received advice that four hundred. 
 foldiers were fent by the KHAN tO KISKAR, and defired them to. confider. whether 
« jt would not be bett to retire from the place. They anfwered, that-they would 
« confider of the matter. Upon which he exprefied his great concern for Mr, van. 

“46 MIEROP, WhO was at RESHD 5 adding, that if we had any bales or parcels to fhip, 
« we muft do it immediately, ‘for in cafe of a neceffity to leave PERSIA, he fhould 

“not otherwife be able to give us any tonnage. - weg PE ; 

© Ow the 17th Mr. VAN MIEROP returned from ResHD, and waited on the 

%& refident. We defired of him, that at leaft two chefts, containing. our money, 

“* might remain here until the departure of the laft fhip from hence; and if we 

“© fhould then think it neceffary to fend it to aSTRACHAN, that we might have 

: ® tonnage for it... It appears to Us that all poffible methods are prattifed to frighten 
« ‘and induce ws to fend our money and effects from hence, that the refident may 

« be fole mafter of the filk market 5 and if fome favorable circumftance does 

not encourage us to return to our houfe, it will be of very little confequence 

<:to ug who has the market, for were we to purchafe filk we know not where 
to truft it, oe fa gee eh Aes 
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Sree Oe + 66 We are, Bic.” 
_- Wurst-the srrrisx factors in GHILAN were thus complaining of their fufferings, 
the reader perhaps will-be curious to know what became of exon, during thefe revo- 
lutions. | Napir’s death did not intirely quath his hopes ; [being perfonally known to 
pax a er, hee AME 


iam 


">a Fle never took'the name of suau, but only MYRzA OF prince, ¥ June. 
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ALI KOULI KHAN, he,expetted protection from him ; and, contrary to the belief of 
his friends in Europe, he received affurances of being fupported by that Prince, from 

whom he alfo received a prefent. . Ati, who began to court the friendthip of russia, 
would hardly have purfued his uncle’s defign of building thips, knowing, if he 
knew any thing, that the Russtans would never fubmir to its being brought to ‘ 
maturity, The peafants of .cHitan fubfcribed to it as little as the RUSSTANS§ 
infomuch that upon the occafion of napir’s death, they attempted to deftroy . 
, £LToN, and a ball was actually fhot through fome part of his cloathing: but, as 
he efcaped the fate of his mafter napir, he furvived axr’s fortune alfo; and the 
-reputation of his abilities having reached rBraniM, this prince likewife affured him . 
of his protection. : 3 





JO A. POOLE RVIn 5 
The privisn faffors in GHILAN return home, Their letter upon this occafion, They 


arrive at ST.PETERSBURG. The whole amount of the caspian trade from its firlt 
- fablifoment..  * 
HE faétors in persia now thought it high time to’ look towards their native 
A: country ; and, as there was but little profpect of being ferviceable to their. - 
. Principals, to provide for the fecurity of their own perfons, by removing from a 
tcene of mifery and diftrefs. Mr. van mierop and Mr. car LES THOMPSON pre- 
pared to return home to zurope, for which purpofe they had received inftructions. 
Their letter to che Brrrrsx factors in sv. PETERSBURG, beft explains the nature of 
their circumftances at this time. : ‘ : 
we GENTLEMEN, ‘er ENzenyeg, fepfember 23, 1 748. 
“WV E remained at enzeuzee till the 20th of july, and hearing that rr anim 
MyRza had fent for asker KHAN, under arreft; that a new governor was * 
“* arrived, and resup become fafer; we ventured to return -home. «We began 
“ then to buy filk, and to thip it off as faft as poffible : the refident informed us ... 
“* that, heintended to leave RESHD, with all the russtan fhips, on the roth inftant ; 
“* and if we had any goods to fhip, or intended to go to RusstA, we mutt be ready 
“* by that time. We defired of him, that, in confideration of the amity’ between 
the crowns of GREAT BRITAIN and Russia, the. fubjects of the former being 
‘ deeply interefted, that a fhip might remain here during the winter, for which 
‘t we were ready to pay the freight. To this he anfwered, that without an order 
“ from his court, he could not let any fhips remain ‘after the 10th of feptember. 
We are credibly informed that rsRAuIM MyRzA has caufed the eyes of his bro- 
ther, the late king, to be put out, and fent troops to attack AMUR ASLAN KHan, 
making flow marches that way himfelf. ass : : s 


con 


i . 


“ On the rgth inflant we went to ENZELLEE, and defired the refident to gran: 
tonnage for our filk on boatd of two fhips, in order to divide the rifk; but 
Sd Meher 383 Bee wy Sn ~ he 
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* he anfwered, that-he had referved one for himfelf and his friends, and the other 
& for the conful and the trade; therefore we muft put all on board that fhip. As 
“* we appeared determined rather to remain behind than leave our effects, he con- 
‘ fented that this fhip fhould remain till the 20th, provided we would be ready 
at that time ; to which we agreed. About noon the governor of RESHD was 
© taken under arreft, and his houfé plundered by two colonels and a party, fup- 
« pofed to be in the intereft of AMUR ASLAN KHAN. This circumftance, ‘joined to 
¢ the diftraéted condition of the country in general, and the intended departure of : 
‘ all the fhips for russ1a, induced us to fend the money uninvefted, by our 
“© mrEROP and THOMPSON. . be . -. © We are, &c.” : 


! 


« 


« 
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‘ Mbsstzurs mrerop And THompson accordingly left persta, leaving their part- 
- ner Mr. wi-per “behind; they brought with them about thirty-three thoufand 
~ Crowns value in raw filk, and as much more in gold and filver. The month fol- 
. lowing they arrived in ASTRACHAN 5 but, for want of a regular correfpondency on 
the part of the adventurers, it was the end of july the next year before they arri- 
"ved at st. PETERSBURG: and here they were detained a whole year, on account of 
the jealoufy of fome of their principals. 
Peruaps it may be imagined, that the entire amount ‘of a trade“in’ which above 
one hundred and ‘fifty perfons were concerned, and in which the ballance of the 

~ account plundered was fo very confiderable, fhould be greater than we really find it. 
The whole export of cloth and EvRo- The whole import of rdw filk, accord- 
pEAN goods, for account of the]| . ing to the value in PERSIA. 








BRITISH CASPIAN traders, brought : _ so, TOWNS, 
into persia, coft as follows. rpg AS a de 89,096 
‘ crowns.” 1744 ee » = = = = §0,000 
aa coe , . : DIAG ont, ee eee 62,000 . 
19742... 486 parcels 170,000|| 1746 = - = - 2 #55 50,500 © 
1743 “414 ditto - 30+) -144,900]/ 1747 .- = = te te 13,000 
1744", . 299 ditto _ 102,050]}.1748 2 = sss + + © + 12,000 
19745 2° “value - 252,942}1 1749 05 20 7 tn os om 8B 3,000 
1746 . | ditto a 20,000 in money “- 7 = . 33,000 
MES stay Sat 7 ee : aren . BAe: : eee 
« £.172,623°- -: , 690492 £-93:375 . 3732500" 


. Tar price of raw filk rifing “nuch beyond its ordinary value, it may be eafily 
calculated that the profits on this trade were very confiderable, and equal to the 
rifk, however great this may appear. A: batman of sHERBAFF filk, containing 8 
pounds of 24 ounces, being bought for about 16 crowns -the charges 34 per 
_cent, till delivered for fale, brings it to about’ 15s, 6d. per pound; and fuch 
filk reached the’ price of 28 fhillings+; confequently thofe who came early into 
this trade, or fent the’moft proper goods, may not have fuffered very much, . 
: He ae ae Ae CHAP. 
2 Tt may however be at 185. again, if we gt a large fupply from other countries. 
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Cc H AP. LXXVIIL: 


Extralt of the author's letter to a friend, exbibiting a fummary view of the BrivisH 
casPlan trade from its eftablifoment , with remarks on the behaviour of the RUSSIAN 
refident and fubjelts, to the sritisn fatfors in GHILAN, on occafion of the plunder. 


I KNOW not how to give the reader an abridgment of this narrative, and at’ 
the fame time explain the conclufion of the cataftrophe, than by the following 
letter to a friend, the clofe of which, being the part moft material to my prefent. 
purpofe, explains in what manner people are liable to be treated, even by their very 
good friends as well as their enemies; and how particular circumftances may expoie 
the fubje¢ts of any prince to the moft unworthy ufage. es 


- © Sir, Sr. PETERSBURG, december 1749. - - 
“ AS tothe antiquity of the caspran commerce I never difcovered that we had 
ass any trade over that fea, except a fmall trial made in the fixteenth century, ~ 


‘* To begin with the proper date of our late attempt, you muft remember that his 

“ prefent majelty renewed a treaty of commerce with ANNA IVANOWNA in 17345 

“* by which a liberty of this trade is granted. You know that the parliament 
“ of GREAT BRITAIN paffed an at in 1741, granting a liberty to fuch perfons as 

“ are free of the Russ1a company, to import the raw filk of pERsta into GREAT 

“ BRITAIN, in return for BRITISH manufactures fold in PERSIA; in confequence. 
“ whereof, from 1741, to1745, were fent one hundred and feventy thoufand pounds ' 
* value into PERSIA. oo : : a . ; : 
“* In 1743, JOHN ELTON, one of our. factors in*peRsta, engaged himfelf as a 

“ fhip-builder in the fervice of napir sHAH, which offended the russians, and 

** at length occafioned a decree of the russtaNn court, publifhed in 1746, pro- 

“* hibiting this trade. The cruelties of wapir sHau had involved his people in 

“* fuch extreme mifery, that hardly the moft trivial fales could be made by the © 
“ Britisu factors in the north of persra from 1744 to 1747: injune 1747 NADIR . 
‘ fuffered a violent death; his nephew axi then mounted the throne, and trade 

* inftantly began to revive; but in january following aMUR ASLAN KHAN, a coufin 
“of napir, revolting from aur, fent a body of his forces, and pillaged the 

“* privisy. factors in REsuD to the value of eighty thoufand pounds. - Att foon _ 
“ defeated thofe rebels, and declared his intentions to do us juftice; but his bro- 

_“ ther yBRaAnIM MyRza alfo revolting, a1 was taken prifoner and blinded. 


-' You mutt obferve, that the fovercigns of russra having been malters of - 
“ Guitan from 1722 to 1731, are ftill confidered with a refpectful regard, and 
** the perfons and- houfes of their minifters are ufually facred to the inhabitants of 
“* that province. The good underftanding between GREAT BRITAIN and RUSSIA, 
‘* and the repeated promifes of protection received from the Russian oe ne 
‘2 ores meee ta? ee, ° “= 66 clined 
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& clined our merchants at home and: their fa@ors in PERSIA to expect not only protec- 
“ gion and juftice, but kindnefs and friendfhip from the Russ1aNn refident and fubjects 
jn peRstas But the contrary happened; for 1 am well affured that feveral 
 fubjects of that empire were actually partners in the plunder, if receiving the 

ftolen goods can make them fuch. © . 


a 


& 


.4 
«© Amur ASLAN KHAN having thus rebelled againft ax, this robbery might, 
in refpect to the declared fubjeéts of that prince, be deemed an hoftile plunder 
only ; but_ his taking the effects of ftrangers, who in confidence of the laws 
of hofpitaliry came into PERSIA to trade, and neither provoked nor refifted, | 
“© nor any ways oppofed the invaders, makes this capture an abfolute robbery + 
& confequently the goods ought in_juftice to be confidered as ftolen, and thofe 
who bought them as buying ftolen goods. To buy fuch goods, with 2 view to 
: profit, by the diftrefs of him who is robbed, is certainly againft all laws human 
stand divine; and contrary to the friendfhip and alliance of the prince whofe 
++ fubjeéts are robbed, and of him whofe fubjects buy fuch ftolen goods. 
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‘ee “Lue paffions of men in all countries betray them often into unwarrantable 
“vexcefles; but the civilized part of mankind have generally fuch impreffions of 
« moral duties, as eldom to violate their confcience without giving fome marks of 
*¢ compunction. The russian refident was fo far afraid or afhamed, as to difown 

he had bought any of the goods; as did the other fubjects of russia; buta. 
“© great part of thofe goods, I am affured, were feen in their pofleffion, and parti- 

° «© cularly in the refident’s houfe : “and when the factor Mr. vaw MigRop, offered 
« the russraws payment of the value they had given for thefe goods, they fill 
* alledged that they had not purchafed any fuch. : ; 


<¢ ‘Tue impreffions which the honeft’ part of the PERSIANS received from the 

« violation of juftice in taking thefe effeéts, appears by the conduct of AGA MIR 

* «© caspins, and his partner HAHDGEE MEHTIE. Thefe men had made a profit of 

s four hundred crowns, on a purchafe of fome plundered cloth; the HAHDCEE 

“¢ declared apainft fuch gain, as contrary to reafon and religion, and gave notice 

ee thereof to our factors, who, in confideration of the great rifk in tranfporting the 
_ * goods to the place where they had been fold, divided the profits with them. 


s Jy what manner the fpirit of chriftianity infpires the true profeffors thereof with 
s the love of juftice and humanity, beyond the dogtrine of MAHOMMED, is very 
evident to real cHRIsTIANS who have lived amongft MAHOMMEDANS: but' neither 
& the cHRISTIAN refident nor the CHRISTIAN merchants, in this inftance, acted in 

the fame manner as HAHDGEE MEHTIE. : . 


& You know, Sir, I was plundered at ASTRABAD, in a rebellion againft wapir 
« sHan in1744.. The rebels carried the farce fo far as to give me an obligation 
s* for the amount of the goods taken, promifing . payment thereof; which plainly 
« fhewed they did not think they had any right to feize the goods of a ftranger, 
« becaufe they rebelled againft their fovereign, how much leis can the purchafe 
* of the goods in queftion be warranted as legal ?. ; 


. «6 THE | 


Chap. L¥XIX. ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN A LARGE; &e. 333 
“ Taz russtan court has feizéd persian effects in Russ1a to indemnify Russran 

** merchants who loft effects by plunder in persta. Iam perfuaded therefore that 
“* this court would not acquiefce in the conduct of her refident towards us: _ But the 
“* queftion is, if thefe injuries done us by the refident and his people, were proved in - 
‘* a, proper manner, which will require fome {kill and expence; for the RUSSIANS, 
“* who are proper and legal evidences, ate accomplices, whether it would avail 
“ to obtain reftitution? Perhaps the refident might be punifhed in a pecuniary 
“* way, without any benefit to us. Inquifitions concerning great illegal gains are 
“* things very much out of fafhion, even in limited monarchies, and where laws 
“* are faid to be revered, and the execution of them confidered as. bulwarks of 
“ property ; I am afraid you find it fo. But you will pleafe to obferve, that I] am 
“ told the purchafe of the goods in queftion, ‘and retaining them, notwithftanding 
“ the value paid was offered to be returned, is a warrantable act, and that men 
“have a right to make their forcune by fach means, when occafion offers. If 
** thofe who might. be appointed out advocates in this affair fhould happen to Be 
** of this opinion, a complaint would be aver-ballanced by a vexatious profecu- 

' “tion to no purpofe; but you are at liberty to take what meafures you pleafé, 
“Tam forry that it is not in my power to give you any relief’; if ic was, I know 
“| my own opinion as well as inclination, and ar. very much, ; 


“ Sir, yours, &c.# 





CHA PR LXXIX 


Saxwrokn prevails over wwranim.. The king writes to sHauRroxn shan. Diftrace 
‘tions in persia. AG of parliament to encourage the growth of filk in our AMERICAN 
plantations, A large fupply of this commodity propofed from cuina. AG for 
repealing the daties upon cuima raw filk, : 


HOUGH all the sartisy factors except one had left cuitan, the casPraN 
é T traders did not abandon all hopes of the recovery of their lofs. The rebel 
AMUR ASLAN KHAN, the author of the unhappy plunder of our factory, was foon: - 
after feized by rgR anim, on the weftern coaft of the caspian, and put to ‘death.. 
In the mean time sHanRoxu waschofen king at Mescuep, and fupported by a very 
powerful party. . This news carried 1sranim back; but his fortune was foon rever- 
ied by the defertion of his army, and his total defeat. Whether sHaurokH was * 
of the blood royal, is very hard to determine; however he was received as fuch, 
and bid fair to eftablifh himfelf on the throne of persia; therefore the caspian 
traders thought proper again to petition the king for his letter, and his majefty 
was pleafed, for the fourth time, to comply with their requeft, being, about the 
month of january 17503 but as this letter, the change of name excepted, is-almoft 
verbatim what was wrote to ADIL sHaH, the reader will excule my inferting it. 
Von. d . - Zz Tuar 
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“THaT no means fhould be left: untried to obtain a recovery of the lofs which, the, 

. Caspran traders had fuftained in persia, the ENGLISH factors in sT. PETERSBURG, 
on the behalf of their principals, united in fending a perfon of reputation, with. 
orders to act in concert with Mr. RICHARD. WILDER in PERSIA, intending to recon- 
cile certain difficulties which had arifen among the adventurers; and apprehending 
-that by gratifying both parties, there might be a coalition of intereft.;, and that this 
would be the beft means of preferving that unanimity, without which a folicitation. 

> for the recovery would be attended with infuperable difficulties, fhould the Persians 
. difcover any animofities, or even jealoufies amongft the fufferers, With regard: 
to their refpective loffes they had now but one common intereft: but here again 
we had proof of the great want of regulations, and what perplexities commercial: 
affairs in asia are fubject to, if left free and open; or with the appearance of a: 
body corporate, without the fubftance of it. 


os 


) Laws amongft curisTians in EUROPE, as I have already obferved, differ 
extremely from MAHOMMEDAN governments, and the frequent violations of juftice 

". in’ pra€tice amongft the. latter, renders a more than comuion vigilance neceffary 
to the good conduct of trade. ‘ In europe every man has a right of claim accord- 
ing, to the laws of the country he is in, fuch regard being had at the fame time to 
aprivate agreements, OF the authority of the conful of his own nation, as has been. 
found productive of the general good of the whole factory or community: but in 

_ asta there muft be fome regulations independent of the national government,, 
or animofity and confufion inevitably enfue; fo at Jeaft we found. it in the cAsPraNn. 
trade: ; . ee a 








"To -wave this ungrateful part of our ftory, I muft obferve that the fuccefs the: 
merchants had at ASTRABAD, the remembrance of the promifeof api. sHAH, the- 
affurance that persia abounded in money, likewile that sHAHROKH was eftablifhed 
in the government, inclined the fa€tors and merchants to attempt a recovery at the 
‘rif of fome expence. The antient laws of persta alfo favoured this defign; 
‘however Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, who was charged with the king’s letter laft menzioned,. 
found it unneceffary to proceed any farther than Russia, PERSIA being ftill torn with. 
inteftine commotions. -Befides, it may be prefumed that.a great part of the INDIAN. 
treafure is either carried out of PERSIA OF diffpated in fuch a manner as to leave: 
no hopes of accomplifhing any recovery. : ; 
- ‘Tyizse diftradtions having continued already for five years, the cultivationof raw. 
- Jk in persta. has been alfo much. neglected*, Many other reafons concurred to 
i yaife the price of this commodity, to the prejudice of the nation. Under thefe 
circumftances the BRITISH parliament was induced to try if our own. plantations 
> could produce it, and accordingly an a¢t-was pafied as follows, in the twenty-third. 
- year of his majefty’s reign, ‘being 1750." : 2 : ‘ 
De cae Pg He | “Aw 


~a The ARMENIANS and nussiaxs have for fome years paft imported ‘hardly atenth part of the ufuat, 
qeantiny. a eee < : 


wu 


. 
a 


2 


ry 
8 


x 
a 


a 
rN 


a « 


Le 


“Chap. LXXIX. SUPPLY OF SILK IN GREAT BRITAIN. 455" 


Aw ac for encouraging the culture of ‘raw filk in his majefty’s colonies 
cere ; “ or plantations in AMERICA. : <5 7 
Ww HEREAS it will greatly tend to the increafe and improvement of the, 
Gk manufactures of this kingdom, to encourage the growth and culture 

of filk in his majefty’s dominions in ‘AMERICA y may it therefore pleafe your 


. majefty, that it may be enacted, and be it enaéted by the king’s moft excellent: 


majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
and commons, in this prefent parliament affembled, and by the authority of the 
fame, that from and after the twenty-fourth of june 1750, it fhall and may be 
lawful to import any raw filks of the growth and culture of any of his majefty’s 
colonies or plantations in AMERICA, directly from thence into the port of LonDon, 
without paying any fubfidy, cuftom, impofition, or other duty whatfoever for 
the fame; fo as a due entry be firft made thereof in’ the cuftom-houfe, at the, 
time of importation, and in the fame manner and form (expreffing the package, ~ 
marks, and numbers, together with the quantities. and qualities of the retpective 
goods) as was ufed and prattifed before the making of this act, and fo’ as the’ 
fame. be landed in the prefence of and examined by the proper officer or . 
officers of the cuftoms appointed for that purpofe ; and fo as the fame be imported 
in thips or veffels, that may lawfully trade to his majefty’s plantations, ‘manned 


as by law is required 5 and on failure of the faid conditions or directions herein 


laft mentioned, fuch filks hall be liable to the payment of the refpective duties, 

as if this act had never been made. : ar 

« Provipep always, and be it further ena€ted by the authority aforefaid, ‘that 

in order to intitle the importer and importers of raw filk to the exemption intended 

by this aét, every merchant or other perfon or perfons whatfoever, who fhall, 

after the twenty-fourth of june 1750, Toad any raw filk on board any ship or 

veffel, in any of the BriTisH colonies or plantations in america, fhail, before 

the clearing out of the faid fhip or veffel from thence, make proof, on oath, 

before the collector and comptroller of the cuftoms, and naval officer, at the port 

or place where -fuch ‘raw filk fhall be put on board, or any two of them, that 
the raw filk, which he, fhe, or they hath or have fhipped on board the faid” 
fhip or veffel (exprefling the quantity thereof) is bona fide of the growth and - 
culture of fome or,one of the Britis colonies or plantations in AMERICA, 

expreffing the parifh or place in fuch plantation where the fame was cultivated 

and produced, and by whom, producing fuch perfon’s oath thereto made before 

the governor of fuch ifland or province, or before the next juftice of the peace 

(which oath the faid governor, or juftice of the peace, collector and comptroller 

of the cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of them, are hereby required 

and impowered to adminifter without fee or reward) and the mafter, commander, 

or other perfon, taking charge of the fhip or veffel, on board which fuch raw — 
fille fhail be loaded, fhall alfo bring with him a certificate or certificates from 

uch colle€tor and comptroller of the cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of 

them, as aforefaid, under their hands and feals of office (which certificate or 

certificates, fuch colle@or and comptroller of the cuftoms, and naval officer, 
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“* in any ef his majefty’s courts of record at WESTMINSTER. 


are hereby required and directed to grant without fee or reward) expreffing the- 
marks, number, tale, and weight of the raw filk, in each bale, parcel, or 
other package whatfoever, fo fhipped or loaded on board fuch ffip or veffel,. 
with the names, place or places of abode of the exporter or exporters thereof, 
from the faid errrisu colonies or plantations in america; and the name or- 
names, place or places of abode of fuch other perfon or perfons, who fhall have- 
fworn the goods therein mentioned to have been of the growth and culture of the, 
faid gritiss colonies or plantations in aMERicaA; and the name or names of the- 
perfon or perfons to whom the fame are configned in the port of Ltonpon, which: 
certificate or certificates, the faid mafter, commander, or other perfon’ taking: 
charge of fuch thip or veffel, fhall, on his arrival in the faid port of tonpon,: 
deliver to the colle€tor, comptroller, or other chief officer of his majeity’s: ° 
cuftoms at the faid port, at or before the entry of the faid raw filk; and at the: 
fame time fhall. make oath before any one of them the faid collector, comptroller, 
or chief officer of his majefty’s cuftoms (who are hereby required and impowereds * 
to adminifter the fame without fee or reward) that the faid bales and parcels, andi 
goods contained in fuch certificate, are the fame bales and parcels, and goods,: 
as were taken on board in the faid Britisy colonies or plantations in AMERICA 3; 
and if any raw filk of the growth and culture of the sritisn colonies or. 
lantations in amgRicA, fhall, after the faid twenty-fourth day of june 1750, bes. 


Imported as herein before mentioned, without fuch certificate figned and delivered: 


as herein before required, and oath made as before directed, by the matter, 
commander, or other perfon taking charge of the fhip or veffél in. which, 
the fame is imported; all fuch raw filks fhall be liable to-the payment of the: - 
refpective duties, as if this at had never been made; any thing herein before: © 


“contained to the contrary notwithftanding. 


‘& Any be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, that if any perfon on: 


perfons fhall, from and after the faid twenty-fourth day of june 1750, make, or- 
caufe to be made, an entry or entries of any foreign raw-filk under the name on 
defcription of raw-filk of the growth or culture of any of the sritisx colonies: 
or plantations in AMERICA, OF fhall mix, or caufe to be mixed, any foreign. 
raw-filk, with raw-filk of the growth or culture of the BritisH colonies or 
plantations in ameRrca, with intent to evade the payment of the duties payable- 
on foreign raw-filk, every perfon or perfons fo making, or caufing to be made,. 
fiich entry or entries, or mixing, or caufing fuch mixture or mixtures to be 
made, fhall forfeit and lofe the fum of fifty pounds for every fuch offence, and. 
all fuch foreign raw-filk ;, and-in cafe of any mixture, the quantity fo mixed, both, 
of foreign and serrise plantation, culture or growth, or the value thereof, 
together with the bales or other packages containing the fame, fhall be forfeited,. . 
and fhall and may. be feized and profecuted, or the value thereof be fued for 
‘by any officer or officers of his majefty’s cuftoms; one moiety of which: penalties, 
and forfeitures thall be to the ufe of his majefty, his heirs, and fucceffors; and: 
the other moiety to him or them that fhall feize, profecute, or fue for the fame,. 


-& (,f Provinen: 
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* « Provipep always, that if any doubt or difpute fhall arife; whether the faid 
““ raw filk, or any part thereof, fo to be imported as aforefaid, is of the growth - 
“ or culture of the srrtisH colonies or plantations in AMERICA, or of foreign 
‘** growth or culture, the onus probandi fhall lie on the owner or claimer thereof. 
“ ahd not on the informer or profecutor; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the con- 
trary notwithftanding, = * ; - : aed Shee *h 


. 


“* Ano be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, thar if any a@ion or 
fuit fhall be commenced againft any perfon or perfons, for any thing done’ in 
purfuance of this act, the defendant or defendants, in fuch ation or {uit, may” 
plead the general iffue, and give this act. and the fpecial matter in evidence at, 
‘any trial to be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and 
by authority of this act: and if it fhall appear fo to have been done, then 
the jury fhall find for the defendant or defendants; ° and- if the plaintiff fhall 
* be nontuited, or difcontinue his action, after the defendant or defendants fall 
‘have appeared, or if judgment shall be given upon any verdi& or demurrer: 
againft the plaintiff, the defendant or defendants fhall and. may recover treble 
“ cofts, and have the like remedy for the fame, as defendants have in other cafes. 
“ by law.’? | aah oT ot 


a 8S 25 8 


« 


Sucn was the encouragement given by the legiflature tothe culture of raw filk 
in our AMERICAN Colonies.- An ample fupply of this commodity however can be 
brought only from asia, unlefs we make fome very extraordinary improvements... | 
Evrors during the lait war did not produce the ufual quantity, nor “has the price ™ 

“of fom particular kinds declined fince that time: for I apprehend the confumption™”’ 
of this article rather increafes than diminifhes.. The zast Inpra company having,.” 
I prefume, previoufly taken their meafures; applied to parliament for an alteration. 
of the duty of enra filk, the obtaining of which affords an encouragement to the 
importation of it*; and no doubt we dhall have a fufficient quantity. The act ina 
favor of it in 1750 is as follows." ; 


“An. aé&t for repealing the duties payable upon @wiwa raw GIR “dnd for. 
: : ** granting other duties in liew thereof. : y : 


HEREAS the duties ‘now payable upon ‘raw filk imported from cums 
s f/ are a great difcouragement to the importation thereof: and whereas a> 
« conttant and plentiful fupply of that-valuable commodity to be manufactured in. - 
“ this kingdom, will be a public benefit, and greatly contribute to the increafe- 
“and improvement of the filk manufactures: therefore we your majefty’s. moft 
“« dutiful and Joyal fubjects, the commons of GREAT BRITAIN, ‘being defirous to 
“ promote and encourage the manufactures of this kingdom, do moft humbly 
~ befeech your majeity, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by. the king’s 
“ moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords {piricual.. 
“and temporal, and commons, ‘in this prefent parliament. affembled, and by, the. 
eX, *" authority: 


& 


- In 2752 we find ascordingly a large fupply of cuina raw filkarrived.. 
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authority of the fame, that. from and after the twenty-fourth of june «750, the 
feveral rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, now payable upon the importation 
of raw filk of the growth or produce of cuiwa, by virtue of feveral atts of 
parliament now in force, {hall ceafé, determine, and be no longer paid. - 


« 


e 
R80 8 


« Anp be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that from and after the 
faid twenty-fourth of june, all raw fik imported from cx1wa into this kingdom 
by the united company of merchants of ENGLAND trading to the EAST INDIES; 
or by any. licence from the faid company, fhall, in lieu of the faid rates, duties, 
fabfidies, and impofitions, ‘by this at repealed, as aforefaid, be charged with, 
and pay the fame rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, as are now charged 
upon, and payable for, raw filk of the growth or produce of 1razy 3 which 
faid rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this a& granted, fhall be paid 
by the faid united east tNpIa company, at the fame times, and in the fame 
: manner, as the feveral rates, duties, fubfidies, and .impofitions, by this act 
’ @ repealed, as aforefaid, have been paid. 


aaane 
aa eae 


aS 


"€ Anp ‘be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, that the feveral rates, 
duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this act granted, fhall be raifed, levied, 
colleéted, paid and applied, in fuch manner, and for the fame purpofes, as the - 
faid feveral rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this act repealed, as 
aforefaid, are now refpectively raifed, levied, collected, paid, and applied ; 
and all the provifions ei or in any act or law now in force for raifing, levying, 
collecting, paying, and applying the rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions 
‘© hereby repealed, as aforefaid, fhall be in full force, and fhall be put in execution, 

for raifing, levying, collecting, paying, and applying the rates, duties, fubfidies, 
and impofitions, by this aé granted, as fully and effectually, to all intents and 
purpofes, as if the faid provifions were particularly repeated and re-enacted in the 
.** body of this prefent act. ee ; 


«¢ Awn be it further enaéted and declared by the authority aforefaid, that all raw 
filk of the growth or produce of cuina, imported after the faid twenty-fourth 
of june, fhall, upon the exportation thereof from this kingdom, be entitled to 
and receive the fame drawbacks and allowances only, as are now by law diretted 
to be paid upon the exportation of raw filk of the growth or produce of 1TaLy, 
any law or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.” he ; ‘ 


ata in 
ars 


‘a6 


\ CHAR 


( 339 ) 


Cc H AP. LXXX,. 


Petition of the Russia company to the parliament, concerning PERSIAN. filk ‘ta be 
purchafed in russia. -AG obtained in confequence of this petition, Remarks on 
this af. Reflections en induftry and labour, and the pernicious confequences of 


idlenefs. The fatal cataftrophe of youn ELTON, which finifhes the biftory of the 
CASPIAN trade. ; 


HIE russia company finding themfelves thus excluded a branch of trade, 

from which they had expected many private as well as national benefits, 
applied their thoughts how beft to repair the injury: the moft natural expedient 
was to obtain a liberty to buy the fame commodity in russta, which they could 
not any longer provide in the north of persra, aleaft not to tranfport it through 
russia; they might indeed purchafe filk in russra to tranfport to other countries, 
but an act of parliament was neceffary for the importation of it into ENGLAND. 
Hitherto I have confidered that part of the Russ1a company which traded to 
GHILAN, under the name of caspran traders ; little now remains of that commerce 
but a name: I will not however prefume to alter the title which thefe merchants 
gave themfelves im the petition which they now made to. the parliament, for the 
purpofe abovementioned. a ; ; 


“ The petition of the merchants of Lonpon trading through RUSSIA. 


ns “into PERSIA, 
-& Sheweth,. 


“« THAT your petitioners did in the year 1741 obtain an, act. of parliament 
« “. to enable them to import persian raw filk bythe way of Russra from 
“ persia, if purchafed there with the produce of sritisH woollens, and other. 
“ manufactures. Your petitioners having, in confequence of the faid aét, fent into 
“ persra about two hundred thoufand pounds value, in BriTrisH manufactures; 
$* and received part of their returns in persian raw filk, are now prevented by the 
“ many revolutions and fatalities which have happened in persia fince the com- 
-® mencement of this trade. Other accidents have alfo intervened to obftruct the 
 defign as at firft propofed, his majefty not having any minifter at the court of 
“ persia, to protect our factors, his majefty’s fubjects, and our effects in that 
country, which gives the RussraNs and ARMENIANS very great advantage over 
“ us your petitioners. 


“ Anp as the Russraws and arMENrANS do bring large quantities of pERsIaN 
raw filk yearly into Russia, which cannot be purchafed by your petitioners to be 
“ fent into GREAT BRITAIN, the prefent act reftraining all imports of PERSIAN 

. © commodities but fuch as are in return of goods attually fold in persia ; the raw 
“ GIk in queftion is therefore carried to HOLLAND by the ARMENIANS, and woollen 
« goods taken of the unitED PRoviNcES in return.” : a eG 


md 


* Your, 
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“es Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, that in order not to lofe fo valuable a 
“* branch of trade, as that of importing raw filk, a commodity at this time fo much 
« wanted, that a claufe may be annexed to the bill now depending, relating to the 
« importation of cHINA raw filk, to permit your petitioners to import PERSIAN 
« paw filk from russta, fubject to the fame reftridtions as they have done from 
“© persta by the way of RUSSIA. oe 3 

~ ‘© And your petitioners, 8c.” 


‘Int confequence of this application the following feparate act * was obtained, from 

‘ which fome happy effeéts may be felt as foon as the PERSIANS are in any capacity to 
fend a fupply of filk into Russia: and this will probably be the café whenever 
PERSIA fhall be reftored ro a ftate of tranquility... Bets SRI 


** An ad for permitting raw filk of the growth of PERsiA, purchafed in 
« Ryssta, to be imported into this kingdom from any port or place 
» «© belonging to RUSSIA. : 


a HERE AS by an att made in the fourteenth year of his prefent majefty’s 
reign (intituled, An aét for opening a trade to and from persia through 

* pussra) it is (amongft other things) enaéted, that from) and after the twenty- 
“ fourth day of june 1741, it thall and may be lawful to and for any perfon of 
" € perfons, free, or to be free, of the fellowthip of encuisu merchants for difcovery 
%¢ of new trades, commonly called the russia company, exclufive of all others, to 
bring and import into this kingdom, in sritrs built fhipping, ‘navigated 
-* according to law, from any port or place of or belonging to the czar or emperor 
-*¢ of russia, raw filk, or any other goods or commodities of the growth, produce 
“¢ or manufacture of persia (provided fuch manufacture be made of the growtl: 
or produce of persta) being purchafed by barter with woollen, or other 
manufactures, goods or commodities, exported from GREAT BRITAIN tO 
pussta, and from thence carried into PERSIA (gold and filver in coin or bullion 
_ ‘* excepted) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch manufactures, 
goods, or commodities, fo exported to RUSSIA, and carried into PERSIA, as 
:4« aforefaid, and not otherwife : and it is by the faid act alfo further enacted, that 
“6 no filk, or other produce, commodities, or manufactures of PERSIA, thal] be 
* imported into GREAT BRITAIN through russra, by virtue of the faid act, unlefs 
_ % the importer or importers thereof do take an wath, or (being of the people called 
QUAKERS) a folemn affirmation, before the collector, cuftomer, or comptroller 
. © of his majefty’s cuftoms (who ate by the faid ad impowered to adminifter the 
‘¢ fame) at the port or place of importation ; that,*to the beft of. his or their 
“ knowledge and_belief,- the filk, and other the produce, commodities, or -ma- 
«é pufadtures of persta, contained in his or their entry or entries, was or were’ Fe- 
ally and truly purchafed by barter with woollen, or other manufactures, goods, 
or commodities, exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA, and from thence 
cartied into peRsta (not being gold or filver in coin or bullion) or with the 
<¢ produce arifing from the fales of fach woollen, or other manufactures, goods, or 
‘ ae  commodines 


aa 
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“ commodities, fo exported a8 aforefaid, and not otherwife ;-and that in default of 
** taking fuch oath or affirmation, all fuch filk, or other the produce, commodities, 
** or manufactures of persra, fo imported from russia, fhall be liable to be feized 
«and forfeited, in like manner, as if the fame had been imported contrary to the 
s¢ aét made in the twelfth year of the reign of king cuarces the fecond, intituled, 
* An act for encouraging and increafing of fhipping and navigation; and. whereas, 
*¢ foon after the commencement of the faid act made in the fourteenth year of his 
* prefent majelty’s reign, a very beneficial trade between GREAT BRITAIN and_ 
** persia, through Russia, was opened, by means whereof great quantities of raw 
“ filk, and. other the goods and commodities,.of the growth, produce; or 
“ manufaure of PERSIA, were imported into this kingdom, in’ return for the 
*© woollen and other manufactures, goods, and commodities of GREAT BRITAIN, 
“upon much eafier and ‘more advantageous terms than fuch filk, and other 
“© goods and commodities of the growth, produce, or manufacture of, persia 
® could have been otherwife procured: but whereas the faid trade between GREAT 
“ BRITAIN and persia, through russia, hath been for fome time paft, interrupted, « 
* the fubjects of Great privat not having been of late permitted to tranfport 
“ BritisH manufactures, goods, and commodities into persia, through the 
“ dominions or territories of or belonging to the empire of Russia, in confequence 
“ whereof the importation of raw filk, and other commodities of the growth,. 
“ produce, or manufacture of persia, from russia, hath been difcontinued: 
“ and whereas it would be of great advantage to the trade of this kingdom 
in general, as well as contribute to the increafe and improvement of the filk 
“ manufactures in particular, if raw filk of the growth or produce of pERsra, 
«© purchafed in Russia, were permitted to be imported from any of the countries, 
** dominions, . or territories of the empire of Russia, in return for woollen, 
“« and other manufactures exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RussIA, although 
“the fame be not carried from thence into persta; may it therefore pleafe your 
 majefty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the king’s moft excellent 
“ majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
‘** and commons, ‘in this prefent parliament aflembled, and by the authority 
“ of thé fame, that from and after the twenty-fourth day of december 1750, it 
 fhall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or perfons, free or to be free, of. 
“ the faid fellowfhip of encLtsu merchants for difcovery of new trades, commonly: 
‘called, the Russia company, exclufive of all others, to bring and import into 
* this kingdom, in sritisn built thipping, navigated according to law, from 
“ any port or place within the countries, territories, or dominions of or belonging 
“ to the empire of Russta, raw filk of the growth or produce of persia; which 
“ fhali be purchafed ‘by barter with woollen or other manufactures, goods, or 
“ commodities exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RuSsIA,~ although the fame 
“ be not carried from thencé into persia (gold and filver in coin or bullion. 
“ excepted) or with the produce arifing from the fale of fuch manufa¢tures, 
* goods, or commodities, exported from CREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA, as aforefaid, 
* and not otherwife, upon paying, -or fecuring to be paid, the cuftoms and 
_ other duties now payable for the fame, by any law now in force, according 
“to fuch rules, methods, and direGtions, .and in the fame manner and form, 
4* and with fuch allowances, abatements, .difcounts, and drawbacks, and under, 
Vou. I. oye“ ; Aaa ee © fuch 
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« fuch penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, as are by: law prefcribed and prattifed 
“« on the im ortation of raw filk of the growth or produce of PERSIA, imported 
“ into this kingdom from any port OF place in the LEVANT feas, by any perion 
- or perfons free of the LEVANT OF rurKEY company; any thing in the faid act 
« made in the fourteenth year of his prefent majefty’s reign, or in the faid’ act 
« made in the twelfth year of the reign of king CHARLES the fecond, intituled, An 
sat for encouraging. and increafing of fhipping and navigation, to the contrary 
‘« notwithftanding. ; ; 


«© Provinep always, and be it further enacted, that no filk; of the growth or 
~ ® produce of persta, thall be imported into GREAT. BRITAIN, from any of the 
" countries, dominions, or territories of or belonging to the empire of Russia, 
“. by virtue of this aét, unlefs the importer or importers thereof do make oath, 
s¢ before the collector, cuftomer, or comptroller of his majefty’s cuftoms, (who are 
« hereby impowered and required to adminifter fuch oath) at the port or place of 
_ © importation, that to the beft of his or their knowledge and belief, the filk 
« contained in his or their entry or entries was really and truly purchafed, by barter ~ 
-. «© with woollen or other manufactures, goods, or commodities, exported from 
(6 GREAT BRITAIN fo RUSSIA (not being, gold or filver in coin or bullion) or with 
" @ the produce arifing from the fale of fuch woollen, or other manufactures, goods, 
« or commodities, fo exported as aforefaid, and ‘not otherwife ; and in default of 
«. making fuch oath, all fuch filk fo imported. from any of the countries, domi- 
* nions, or: territories of or belonging to the-empire of RUSSIA, fhall be liable to 
&¢ be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if the fame had been imported con~ 
« trary to the faid a&, made in the twelfth year of the reign of king CHARLES 
* the fecond, intituled, An aé& for encouraging and increafing of fhipping and 
*« navigation. ‘ = 


> .s¢ PRovIDED alfo, that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to 
extend, to deprive the corporation of the united company of merchants of 
« pNGLaND trading to the £AST INDIES, of any of the powers, privileges, franchifes, 
« and benefits which do or thal belong to them, or which they could or might have 
had and enjoyed in any manner whatfoever, if this aét had not been made; any 
*¢ thing herein contained to the contrary notwithftanding. | gS ea ees 


« ‘Ane be it further enacted, that this a& fhail be deemed a publick act, and ° 
wt fhall be judicially taken notice of as fuch by all judges, juftices, and other perfons 
& whatfoever, without fpecially pleading the fame.” . 


+ [presume itis meant_by this aG to retrain’ all’ purchafes of filk in russra to the 
produce of persta only, for the cwords of the act allow no more: but filk of ‘the 
rowth of GREECE is fometimes brought through vALACHIA into the UKRAINE, 
Pd from thence tranfported to ST, PETERSBURG} but the quality does not anfwer. 
Je may be neceflary to ‘obferve that this act-has been explained to mean filk purchafed 
with the produce of sritisa manufactures at large; for in barter or with the 
identical money received for fach goods, it is hardly pofible. This a&t will very 
“much favor the-AR MENIANS;, for befides the encouragement they had opine Ge 
¢ os : ; rom 
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- from PERSsta into Russia, either to tranfport inté HOLLAND for their own account, 
or to fell it in Russia; they may now difpofe of it alfo in ENGLAND, and by being 
naturalized, may alfo import fuch fille into this kingdom for their own account, as 
-one of them has already done. The advantages this bill is calculated to produce 
‘are many, for whoever receives the profit of the firit fale, the more there is brought 
to market the cheaper it mutt be to us. 


Tue benefits of the filk manufa@tory mutt ever appear confiderable even upori 
the moft fuperficial view, when- it is confidered that a pound of fixteen ounces 
of the plaineft manufactured filk is commonly worth thirty five or forty fhil- 
lings, and that rich filks increafe in Proportion to the greater labour which ig 
beftowed on them. The great pound of twenty-four ounces, cofting twenty-one 
fhillings ; the fmall pound is fourteen fhillings : let‘us-now fee what profit arifes 
from it, and how much it increafes in value, as it paffes through the hands of the 
feveral workmen ; and here the charge only of throwing the fmall pound is five 
hhillings ; dying, grain colours included, on a medium is two thillings ; and’winding, 
weaving, xc. ten fhillings ; fo that allowing one fhilling for the dying materials, 
the nation gains fixteen fhillings, at leaft, on every pound of filk manufactured 
here and exported abroad, and in fome articles much more. To inftance only 


in one particular, a pair of filk gaufe ftockings weighs about two and a half : 


ounces of filk, which computed as above, is two fhillings and two pence, and 
twenty per cent. breakage, and other contingencies on the filk is lols than three 


fhillings, and yet the ftockings fell for nine, ten, or twelve fhillings. Thus this - 


beneficial branch of commerce gives a fubfiftence to the induftrious artificer, and 
enriches the nation, 


Lanzour is the parent of wealth, and the nurfe of happinefs : not only our riches, 
but our fafety, our liberty, and ail our domeftic joys are founded on this bafis 3 it 
gives frength and vigour to the individual, and renders the ftate firm, profperous 
and flourifhing, The moft necelfary productions of the earth are not fpontaneous ; 
our very mines of lead, tin and coal; demand the affiftance of the laborious hand; 
Happy were it for us if we had more of the diligent and laborious, and fewer of tha 
idle, efpecially in the lower clafs, who are ftill greater prodigies in nature than 


thofe, who becaufe they are born to the enjoyment of wealth, give themfelves up, 


to a fate of indolence and dull inactivity. If a life fpent in generous and beneficent 
actions is the glory and honor of human nature, the community, of which we are’ 
& part, certainly ought to partake of that generofity and beneficence. Where is 
the boafted fuperiority of a large fortune, if this great end is neglected ? and how 
can this end. be fo effectually anfwered, as by employing the poor? This may 
fometimes' be difficult in regard to things of real ule; but fuch as are calculated 
merely for employment can never be wanting : thus no one object will be diftreffed, 


nor human nature difgraced by the pernicious confequences. of idlenefs, 


Berore I finith this aceount of the CASPIAN commerce, ] mutt pay my tribute to 


the memory of hiny- who was a chief inftrament in givang it a birch, and confequearly 
afforded, during the courfe of foutteen years, an occation of tho various. fcenes 
which the judicious reader may figure to himéfelf, evea beyond thele which thefe 
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papers reprefent. In the courfe of this narrative 1 take it for granted that I have 
“given feveral indications of the common weaknefs of mankind, I mean a refentment: 
of injuries: ELTON had many faults, but we ought to remember, that as no 
character is without vice, there is none without a mixture of virtue alfo ; that this 
virtue might often be called forth to action, and eradicate its mixture of evil 
qualities, if inftead of corroding we endeavoured to heal the wounds‘in our-neigh~ 
bour’s good name. © Fluman virtue ftands on a tottering foundation, and fubject- 
to be blown down by every guft of paffion ; and it is an eftablithed maxim that 
~thofe are in moft danger of falling, who triumph moft in their own: ftrength. 
When we come to fum up the amount of all the various contefts among men, we 
mutt allow this to be an admonition of the foundeft philofophy and moft divine re+ 
ligion: “ Remember thy end, and let enmity ceafe.” To court that which is un- 
~ grateful to us, or to fly from what we love; are hard leffons ; but in many cafes 
they are effential to our happinefs : and this we are fure of, that the forgivenefs of 
injuries is the condition of divine mercy.” ~ Beg : eye ae 


Tus defire of a good name after death is a gteat incentive to virtuous actions, 
and the fear of infamy mult neceffarily be a reftraint upon us in: our commerce 
-with the world. ‘As the dead cannot vindicate their own caufe, men of’ fentiments 
will therefore be tender of exhibiting the dark fide of the charaéter of thofe perfons 
who are now no more; yet, for the reafon I have juft given, I think there is 
more humanity than found reafon in the maxim, ‘* that. we fhould: never. fpeak 
. © jl of.the dead.” oer y ; 

Mr. exon is dead, and I hope his fafferings will atone for the errors of his life. 
‘The curious reader will now be inquifitive if in acountry rent with civil wars, where’ 
‘the fon is tearing out the intrails of his father,, a man of ELTON’S enterprifing genius: 
could make his exit in a natural way? After the deftruétion of napir, and his: 
‘fucceflors ADIL SHAH, IBRAHIM MyRza, and other pretenders to the diadem,. 
ELTON ftill fupported himfelf. The persrans at length having no king whom the 
people thought proper to obey, the elders of GHILAN took the people under their: 
care in form of an ariftocracy : it fell to the lot of HAHDGEE SEFFIE, the fame man. 
who was NADIR’s: agent in RUSSIA for commercial affairs, and HAHDGEE GEMAL,. 

- to be ruling lords. This province was not confiderable enough to fupport icfelf 
long; however they levied forces, and determined to oppofe the invader MAHOMMED 
HASSAN * KHAN. Mr. ELTON, who. it is prefumed had a correfpondence with 
this KHAN, refufed fubmiffion to the two elders, of whofe good-will towards him: 
he had reafon to be diftruttful ; finding alfo that MAHOMMED HASSAN Was coming 
to his relief, he determined, after the example of CHARLES XII. of swepeEn, at 

_ BENDER, to garrifon his houfe and ftand a fiege: he had indéed a better fituation for 
defence, and a weaker enemy than the king, but not ftrength fufficient to hold out 

_ long s he therefore capitulated with HAHDGEE GEMAL for the fafety of his perfon. 
and effects, but the HAHDGEE, like 4 genuine PERSIAN, regardlefs of his word, 

{rized sxron’s effects ; and to ‘compleat the villainy, condemned him to be hanged.. 

: a ER eS oer - 2 They 


_. 2 This is the fame name as that of the chief of the tebellion of AsTRABAD in 1744, and I believe: 
js the fame perfony ~ iP. : . . 
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They were leading him to execution when news arrived that saun BzG, one of the 
chief -captains of the elders’ army, was.gone over with all the forces under him, 
10 MAHOMMED HASSAN KHAN ; this brought every thing into confufion on the part 
of the elders, who were themfelves obliged to fly; but they carried rxton along 
with them to romin. It was thought that this change of affairs would create fome 
commiferation in the breaft of the elders; but they who had been fucl villains as to- 
commit @ breach of faith in the capitulation, were now fired with refentment, which 
it is probable was increafed by thofe who dreaded ELTon’s genius and capacity; at 
leaft ’tis certain he became a facrifice, and in april 1751 was fhot to death. Both 
the Hanpcess fell afterwards into the hands of the conqueror MAHOMMED HASSAN 
kHaN, who refented ELTon’s death fo highly, as to threaten them with the fame fate. 


Tuus fell the oe whofe life had ‘been a continued fcene of “adventures, but in 


nothing fo important as the fhare he had in renewing, I might fay opening this trade, 
fo remarkable in all its parts, and attended with fuch a_variety of incidents, 
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C HAP. LXXXI. 


Remarks on the profefion of 4 merchant in general... A fuccinE view of the British 
, faélory and trade of st. PETERSBURG, with reflettions on the want of indufiry. Of 
the coins, weights, and meafures in RUSSIA. : ° 


: HOUGH it is common for mankind to look on the commercial intercourfe 
| of the world, in no other light than as an employment calculated for the 

. fapport of life, or a means of amaffing wealth; yet if we extend-our thoughts a 
‘little farther, and take in the numerous connections and dependencies arifing from 

~ that intercourfe, either at home or abroad, we may eafily.difcover that it deferves 
a high degree of refpect, fince it tends to promote all the pleafures of humanity 5 
and probably from hence it was, that merchants were called THE HONORABLE 
“OF THE EARTH, when nations were much more ignorant of each other than they 
are at prefent. ‘ ah 
Ir is true every day’s experience proves how dangerous an object mosey is, be- 
caufe we fee it fo often employed as the inftrument of vice and immorality as well as 
Nof virtue and true pleafure ; and inftead of having a rational efteem for it, as the 
means of good, we fuffer it to creep into the heart, and fpoil the morals. But with- 
_out entering into the evils arifing from an inordinate love of money, the merchant 
‘whofe mind is ftrong enough to purfue gain without indulging any anxious fears, 
and without forgetting the more effential duties of life, is in a happy employment, 

- wag it only for this reafon, that there are but few callings fo free and independent. 
« Guilt indeed fticks_very clofe to buying and felling, as clofe as the nau which 

: . * is 
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“© ig driven between. two ftones,” fo it was thought by a very wife man.about two 
thoufand years ago, and I am afraid the cafe is not altered for the better. I have 
heard that the GREEK ftates of old were fenfible of this, and excluded merchants 
from all public employments *, upon a fuppofition that their profeffion was not 
confiftent with that dignity and inflexible integrity which they thought effential to 
the character of a-magiftrate.. Perhaps the general corruption of manners in 
after-ages, might have-at length determined thofe ftates to admit of merchants in~ 
common with men of other profeffions. Every condition of life is expofed to 
temptations peculiar to it, andjI think it is more eafy for a merchant religioufly 
to. obferve the laws of juftice, than for a foldier, whofe duty bids him {pill another 
man’s blood, to purfue without anger or revenge, and to kill without cruelty ; 
or for a lawyer to forlake the glittering fee, and procure a difpatch of the caufe of 
his client at the hazard of his own. fupport. 

. Ir is a common obfervation that people are to be known only by focial intercourfe, 
and indeed it ought in all reafon to be prefumed that this is the beft means of | 
arriving to a real knowledge of charaéters, and of learning how far perfons may 
be mentioned with honowr, without deviating from truth: but on the other hand 
it is perhaps one of the moft difficult tafks to be entirely impartial with refpect to 
thofe with whom we have fupported a good correfpondency fora courfe of years. 
Prejudices will naturally arife in the mind, and fome of thefe are rather amiable 
‘than. odious. : m2 


~Tuese general remarks may ferve as a preface to the mention J am-going to make © 
‘concerning fome of my particular friends. The prrrisn factors in sv. PETERS- 

BuRG are generally well efteemed by the natives of Russia, and acquire for- 

tunes which fome of them of late years have been wifg enough to preferve. They 
inhabit the beft houfes:on the banks of the neva, and are hofpitable, not to- 
fay magnificent, in their way of life, keeping pace with the luxury of men of 
fuperior fortunes at home; but the reader who has not been abroad, muft obferve 
.that the pritisH factories in general make a better figure than thofe of any other~ 
nation, which may be confidered as a fort of compenfation for the voluntary ba-_ 
“nifhment which they fuffer from one of the beft countries in the world, ‘This in-- 
-deed may fometimes be a means of prolonging that banifhment, and of creating a 
«fondnefs to a foreign country, in prejudice of the love which they ought to have 

for their own; however, this generous way of life gives them an influence. and: 
afcendency among the people with whom they refide, and helps to fupport the- 
national intereft and honor. - . : 


| Tue. pririsy factors in sr. pETERSBURG, as may be obferved in all fimall- fo-- 

-- cieties, contribute much to each other’s amufement, and are now become fober and. 
virtuous, as well as: more elegant in manners than- in times. paft, when they were 

. debauched and low in their pleafures; and though calumny and detraction feem to 
be. the more peculiar growth of fuch focieties, it does not reign amongft them in 
any remarkable degree: the clafhing of interefts, and the corruption of manners, 

which the pecuniary affairs of the world generally create, is very apt te meee 

P i . < . 3 the 
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the pleafures of friendfhip, pleafures ‘which cannot be bought with gold. -T thank 
providence it was my fortune insT. PETERSBURG to enjoy thee alfo, in my much ho- 
nored friend Mr. GEORGE PETERS, one of the moft confiderable factors in that city. 
Tsuatp now make a few general remarks, in regard to the commercial intereft 
of aussia,. The productions of the earth, and foreign trade, are acknowledged to 
be the great fources from whence. the riches of every nation proceed: RUSSIA has- 
made great ftrides in the improvement of her commerce for feveral -years patt, 
_ enjoying fome advantages beyond any other nation: the number and greatnels of 
~ her rivers open a communication almoft to every part of the globe, but particularly 
within her own extended dominions, As to timber, hemp, and iron, which dre 
the inftrumental caufes of trade ; no country in the world produces a greater quane 
tity, which is a natural confequence of the cheapnefs of Jand and labour: the for- 
mer of thefe GREAT BRITAIN enjoys jn her AMERICAN doininions, though not the . 
latter; but if we have occafion for the commodities of Russia, that empire has 
the great fource of her revenues in the trade which, this. ifland carries on with 
her fubjects. . 
Plemp, which twenty years {ince was hardly worth five rubles the BERQUEVITZ a 
of Jate years has been about twice that value: the encreafe of filver makes money 
every year lefs valuable: as they can afford this article in sT. PETERSBURG at 
- fix or feven rubles, they will certainly bring enough of it to market. fo long as © 
. they can obtain eight or nine. | Tron is alfo a very improveable article ; they have: 
both wood, hands and ore in§1BERIA fufficient to make a quantity, which would 
depreciate the value of the swEDISH iron, raife their rivalthip and competition 
“with the SWEDES >in this important article of the revenues of that nation, and at 
the fame time greatly augment thofe of the RUSSIAN empire. But, by a certain - 
» fatality which prevails in every country in fome inftance or other, the RUSSIAN” 
government for a courfe of years has preferred a profit of about fifteen thoufand 
junds, on five thoufand tuns,. to near twice that advantage which they might 
- have had to all appearance, though the price fhould have been reduced, had the 
quantity been more than doubly augmented. The great -difficulty was, in whofe 
hands to lodge an encreafe of power in that diftant country, srBeRIA. It is not , 
forty years fince the Russians began to open iron mines, and yet in the year 1750 
\' they exported twenty thoufand tuns: the ordinary annual export may now be called 
” ewelve or fifteen thoufand tuns, which is fo much more in favor of the RUSSIANS, 
as the swEDISH forges, for thefe few years paft, have not produced fo much by one 


third as formerly. j ¥: a 


"ue encouragement given to our american colonies in regard to iron, has 
“produced fome good effects, the quantity of pig iron imported from thence being 
.-encreafed; and as there is no want in that country of ore or wood to work it up, 
it ought to be prefumed that we might make a confiderable progrefs cowards 
equalling our EUROPEAN neighbours. In ENGLAND itis true the quantity made does, 
; not 


.® Or fix pounds per tun firft cot in st. PETERSBURG. »* The quettion is, whether with regard 
-to the ballance of power in the north, the sweDEs are not poor enough in all conicienge? . 
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not fall fhort of ten thoufand tuns, which is a vaft object, confidering the fearcity 

of wood. What a field for freth employment would not this ifland open, if all: 
the wafte lands were planted with whatever kind of wood might be moft welcome 

to the foil; and if our rivers were in general made more navigable for the tranf- 

portation of fuch wood, would not this enlarge the fcene of commerce, and afford 

advantages in almoft every fhape? In america we want pecple*; there are then . 
two countries, .and a branch of commerce of great extent, with numerous ap- 

pendages to employ the poor, to banith idlenefs the root of all evil, and to increafe 

the riches of the nation. By this means the heavy tax for the poor’s rates alfo . 
might be alleviated ; for of thofe who are fupported by charity, numbers ceftainly 

are capable of work. We do not feem to want knowledge, but induftry is not 

known to many thoufands, as the ftreets and the gallows give daily proof. “In cafes 

of this nature mercy is cruelty, for he who can work and will not, but lives on 

' the induftry of others, is next to him who deprives the induftrious of the fruits 

of theirdabour by violence. _ If lefs indulgence was fhown the poor, who upon 

examination are found capable of Jabour, and methods for their employment at 

the fame time propofed to them, the evils we now fuffer muft gradually decreafe, 

We are liberal in fubicriptions of every kind of charity : fuppofing a fubfcription 

was on foot for cultivating certain lands, to be obtained by purchafe or grant under 

certain conditions, planting of others, making certain rivers navi able, and the 

like. Suppofing’alfo men of great fortunes were to appropriate a“certain fhare of 

their large revenues to fuch works within their Own property, further employment 

might be yet found in this ifland, fmall as it is, fora great number of people. 


Tue ordinary computation of the russtan general export, from sr. PETERSBURG, 
“ is three millions®, of which the BRITISH fubje&s in Russta take off two, con- 
fitting chiefly in hemp, flax, iron, hog’s briftles, hare tkins, hempen and flaxen 
manufactures, Russra leather, and other articles, The ordinary imports of the 
RUSSIANS were two millions, confifting in indigo, cochineal, lead, pewter, tin, 
wrought filks, gold and filver lace, toys, cotton and linnen manufactures, woollens’ 
and wines. “The russians receive the ballance in their favor in filver and gold,: 
of which part is a fum of about five hundred thoufand filver rixdollars, of the 
coin of the unrTED provinces; thefe do not however pafs current in RUSSIA, 
but the duties on goods mutt be paid in them at a certain rate, according to weight. 
The confumption of the russians is {0 far encreafed with their acquifitions by com- 
merce, that they import now more than ufual, but the encuisn have fill above a 


Ir feems to be a maxim eftablifhed in all countries where commerce has made 
any progrefs, that the value of exports muft exceed that of the imports, for 
otherwife the ballance mutt neceflarily be paid in money : againft this the russians 
have taken the precaution of making it death to export their coin; nor is any 
plate or bullion exportable without exprefs permiffion. 1 have already had occafion 

; . . : * ; to 


* The fame complaint is made at home; why then does not the government difcountenance the ufe of 
{pirituous' fiquors, and give fome articular encouragement to on among the working poor? 

* In 1750, the exports were four millions of rubles, or eight hundred an eighty thoufand pounds 
value. . - ~ 
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to obferve, that in countries pofeffed of filveror gold mines, we may cofifider 
. money as a commodity ;. but even in fach countries we do not find fuch great wealth 
as where the only refource is in the induttry of numbers of working people, and 
in thofe productions of the earth, which being eflential to the fupport of mankind, 
are really more intrinfically worth than filver, gold, or precious ftones. seal 


; Wutn a people are defirous of foreign productions, and efpecially articles of 
luxury, if they do not exert themfelves to pay for fch commodities by their labour,” 
and the produce of their own lands, they muft be impoverithed, and in danger of 
ruin. ‘The augmentation of the revenues of RUSSIA, which I fhall have occafion’ 
to mention, ought to be imputed in a great meafure to the increafe of her trade for 
fome years pafts and the increafe of her national wealth to the great annual ballance 
jn her favor, of one million of rubles*. ‘Under arbitrary governments there wants 
“nothing but the confent of the fovereign to eftablifh a fumptuary law; and even in 
Jimited monarchies, the example of a king can work furprifing things: in countries 
where people begin to fhow a great paffion for a vain and luxurious life, the more 
"early fach a Jaw takes place, the more eafy they will find the reftraint. 


Tue interior trade of ‘pussta is certainly very mach augmented; and the com= 
merce they carry on with the TARTARS and other frontier nations, is a confiderable 
object; as RUSSIA fometimes receives a large quantity of foreign filver and gold 
from thofe nations, in exchange either for her own or foreign produ@ions. 1 will’ 
- pot undertake, from an impulfe of my good wifhes, to determine what articles: 
russia fhould be cautious of importing + but thofe of the produce of GREAT BRI- 

TAIN are either effentially neceflary to her, or fuch as fhe can never fuffer by: I 
fpeak not of the major part of them, for I think not one article, EVEN OUR ALE,. 
but tends to the good of the RUSSIANS: Not tO mention the great advantages to 
nussia of the RIGA and NaRvA trade with GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. AS 
eur Russian trade is well conduéted, I fhall pals it over, obferving only, that in 

_- whatever light it is confidered, it ought to be a means of eftablifhing 4 perpetual 

. friendfhip between this nation and the RUSSIAN empire. I fhall now conclude this 
chapter with a fucciné account of the RUSSIAN coins, weights, and meafures. 

“Jp is remarkable, that when the russran trade began to flourifh, and fer fome 
time after, their ruble, which was-intrinfically worth no more than ninety-nine 
current ftivers of HOLLAND, was eftimated on exchange at feventy current ftivers, , 
and the price of their commodities regulated accordingly in the merchants- calcula- 
tion of them: at length it was. reduced to fifty, and from forty-five to-fifty it has 
ftood for many years. The gussian’ ruble has too confiderable an alloy to encou- 

_ rage the exportation, but it is not fo bafe as to induce any piratical traders to bring 
falle coin into the country: I fpeak of the filver money. But by an error in 

politics in a late reign, the want of money induced the government to make a 
copper coin of five copeeks value, which was not intrinfically worth two; the 
conlequence of which was, that fome millions of this coin was run in upon them, © 
particularly by the yews of POLAND; fo that at length, in the year 3744, 45 and 

: : e ; 46, the 


® Two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. : 
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46, ‘the government wilely reduced the “Value-cach year a copeek, and it now Ttands 

at two copeeks, They keep accounts in rubles and copeeks, one hundred copeeks 
to arubles, and their old way of reckoning yet in the greateft ufe, as it is in fome 
parts of Germany, is with beads on wires, which they work without pen and ink. 


*. Tue ruble, which is the principal coin, is alfo divided into halves, quarters, and 
tenths, which laft they call greevens: they had formerly filver copeek pieces, but 
thefe were too intrinfically good to continue long in the country, and were at length 
‘called in. They have a gold coin, of two rubles value, . but not in abundance; . 
alfo ducats of the prefent Empress’s coin, which vary in price, but are never under 
- 2% rubles. In copper they have, befides the two copeeks already mentioned, 
denifhkas, or half a copes and polovhlcas, or quarters. ; 
THEIR DRY MEASURES ARE, 
4 Wocemik — — — 1 chetwerit = 3 of an enctisH peck. 
8 Chetwerits — — — 1 chetworth, ordinarily computed = to 23 to 24 
ee a or 6 bufhels encuisx. , 





LIQUID MEASURE. 


8 Kruthquas ‘x wedro—13 ENGLISH quarts. 


1 + Wedros —  — —— 1 ftakan® 
2 Stakans —— — = .1 anchor. 
— — — 1 hogthead. 


6 Anchors. , 





WEIGHTS. 


1 Zalotnick-— - = 2 dwts. 17 grains 4 ENGLISH. 


3, Dittos —_— — — — 1 lore. 
* 32 Lotes — = — 1 pound. 
» 40 Pounds) — — — — 1 pood, 36 Ibs. ditto. 
* 10 Poods — — — — 1 berquewitz.’ 
63 Foods —— — — 31 tun ditto. 


But is ENGLISH sale generally comes net to 123 2 RUSSIAN pounds. 


” a Which I have an mentioned to be weet shone 48 a 
» Stakan, in the commen ile of the word, fignifies a glafs. 
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The beads of feveral remarkable events in Russia. : A foort account of the city and court ; 
of Sv. peTsrspurc ‘in general, alfo of fome of the great perfonages who compofe if, 
Modern tafte of building in Russia. re : : 


OTHING is more common than to be ignorant of that which we have had 
a good opportunity of learning, but particularly in the inftance of an accu- 
_ Fate inquiry into things relating to a place which a man confiders as his home. 1 
was five years in Russta, and yet except in mercantile affairs, which I do not think 
neceffary to mention further, I am. not qualified to relate half fo much as I have 
faid of persra, nor did it fall fo much into my tafte. When we are confined to 
a fpot, curiofity naturally flags; or if we are undiftinguifhed in the croud, there 
is feldom that ambition which impels our defires after knowledge: befides the 
pleafures and bufinefs of life engrofféd fuch a fhare of my time, as admitted not 
any deep enquiries, and as I was not on a journey, I kept no journal. : - 
Wrru regard to russra at large, the feveral modern hiftories“and accounts of it, 
‘would alfo render my labour of Jittle ufé. “The moft remarkable events which 
happened there,, from the time of my arrival till I left ic, was the peace with swe 
pEN; the marriage of the great duke; the defeat of FRENCH intrigues; the - 
alliance with GREAT BRITAIN, the emprefs of GERMANY, and the ftates of the 
UNITED PROVINCES; the march of the Russran forces to the affiftance of the allies: 
. and laftly, the downfall of count Lestock ; of which events! fhould not chufe 
to give,a fecret hiftory, if I knew more than what the gazettes relate. : ; 


Tue court of St. pzrzrssorG has long enjoyed the reputation of being one 
of the moft brilliant in Europe; but I cannot fay whether it be now exactly true. - 
In the reign of the late emprefs ann, the countenance which foreigners received, 
added much to the fplendid appearance of the court, and no doubt fomething to 
the politenefs of it. Rich cloaths are ftill the paffion of the Russtans, and though | 
fumptuary laws have been often talked of, and faid to be effential to the good of 
the ftate,-and have even been at certain times carried into execution; yet fome 
incident or. other ftill made a pompous appearance neceflary, or. agreeable to the 
fovereign. «sess Bo gle ‘ ae ee 
-  ‘Targre are fome courts in EuRoPE which feem to adopt this as a principle, that ° 
“the more money courtiers fpend, the lefs will be their riches, and confequently the 
". greater their dependance*. - In ENGLAND we think the richer the fubjects, the more” 

able, and confequently it may be prefumed, the more willing they are to ferve the 
~ ftate. Of all the. pompous fhows in Russia, the appearance made upon the great : 

duke’s marriage, in cloaths and equipage, was the moft magnificent, and anfwered 

the higheft idea that can well be formed of the fplendor of any court®, .A man 
et 2 ; : : 2 kt : ~  =may 
_ -* Gee remark in p. 172. ¥ For a particular defcription of this eeremony, I refer the 
reader to the periodical memoirs of thofe times, 3 : 
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“ may travel over the world during a long life, without feeing any thing comparable 


to it: it was in general very grand, and elegantly condugted, but part of it was 
demonftrative of a very whimfical turn. Monfieur wariskin, whom I have men- 
tioned as minifter at the sarrisH court in £743, and now under-marthal to the EM~ 
press, had a coach in a grotefque tafte, the back and front as well as the fides 
of which were of looking-glafs, ; 


Bur it is not in externals only for which the russtans begin to diftinguith them- 
felves : two poets have lately ftarted up, as it were, from a ftate of darknefs, and 


. Wrote tragedies according to the modern dramatic rules : they have alfo tranflated: 


lord anson’s voyage, TELEMACHUS, and feveral other books into the RUSSIAN 
language, and bid fair to thine as bright as fo northern a hemifphere: can be yer 
fuppofed to admit. Pert 7 ee ‘, 


Tue prefent empre(s ec1zaBEeTH PETROWNA, daughter of prrer the GREAT, ~ 
by his emprefs caTueRtne, was born the 2gth of december 1709, and began her « 
reign the 6th of december 1741, being reftored to the throne on which her father 
fat, by a revolution in many inftances amazing, and .of which the hiftorians of _ 


" our age have doubtlefs preferved the memory. This is one of the moft accom- 


plithed ‘ladies of her rank, nor was her perfon lefs amiable: time, which wears , 
off the charms of youth, has rendered her corpulent, but fhe is yet very active, 
dances, hunts, and rides on horfeback : on certain days fhe appears in mens - 
cloaths, particularly on the day of her acceffion to the throne, when the treats her - 
life-company of grenadiers at {upper in the grand faloon of the palace, and fits at 
table with her officers, in regimentals as their colonel, in which fhe makes an 
agreeable figure. This company, for ftature, comelinefs, and the elegance of 
their drefs, is hardly exceeded by any troops in Evropz. The EMPRESS is in every 
inftance gracious to an extreme: the great tendernefs of her heart, or fome other 
caufe, has even forbid the execution o: malefactors of whatever denomination, in- 


‘fomuch that it is faid, there have been in different parts of the empire near thirty 


thoufand criminals in prifon at one and the fame time 3; but this, among many good 
actions, is a fpecies of Mercy which neither her fubjects nor foreigners -pretend to 
underftand, y . , ed ee 


Cuosz to the admiralty, where fhips of war are built, is a magnificent palace, 


 fituated near the center of the city on the fouth bank of the NEVA; and in the 


¥ades, balls and concerts are alfo frequent at court; but the EMPRESS feems ~ 


eaftern part is the fummer palace and garden, abounding in choice ftatues and 
delicious walks ; yet being’a dead flat, it can produce but little variety. The 
theatre, which was a very large edifice of wood, was lately burnt down, and another 
fmaller near the fummer palace is built. Here ITALIAN Operas and FRENCH co- 
medies are acted at the expence of the EMPRESS, into which foreigners who. make- 
any appearance, are admitted. The operas were revifed and fometimes compofed . 
by fignior BonecHr* the poet Jaureat, 2 man whofe politenefs and goodnefs . of! 
heart render him amiable, and to whom I am very much obliged. Mafque- 


to 
* He is now a counfellor of fate in FLORENCE. 
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to delight 
in her favor.. 


chiefly in feleet companies, at the houfes of thofe perfons who are moft 


Furs Jady wears the order of St. ANDREW, which is a blue ribbon : the number 
of knights of this order are near fxty, but it is not confined: fome of the perfons 
who now enjoy it are, the great duke of RUSSIA,. count ROSAMOFFSKY the grand 


veneur, count a BESTUCHEFF RUMIN 


- fhall of the court, general APRAXIN, who is at the 


the’ great chancellor, sH#EPELOFF the head mar- 
head of military affairs, baron 


municu, a brother of the ‘exile, the attorney general TRUBETSKOI 5 befides thefe 


are ghe kings of DENMARK, PRUSSIA 


baron BRETLACH the emperor's embaffador, and baron CEDRENCRU 


pisH minifter 5 feldt-marfhal KeiTH 


“RuasIA inferior to this, called St. ALEXANDER, the num 
knights, who wear a red ribbon ; there is alfo an order of St. anw 


and POLAND, prince AUGUSTUS of HOLSTEINs 


Tz the swE- 
“has alfo this ribbon. “There is an order in 


ber of which is thirty-fix 
of HOLSTEIN, 


which is red ftriped with yellow ; and another of St. caATHARINE’s, which is red 
} 


with a filver edge, intended only for 


women: . The great duchefs of Russia is the 


chief of this order, and it is worn by feveral great ladies in GERMANY." — 


Pes Grit fubject in this empire is P 


appointed by the prefent EMPRESS ELIZABETH as the heir of 
from the 18th of november 1743 5 his father, CHARLES FREDERICK 


ETER FEODOROWITZ the great duke of russta, 
the RussrAN dominions, 
duke of HoL- 


“grein, having been married t0 ANNA PETROWNA, the eldeft fitter of her imperial 


~majefty. The great duke was born 
duke of notsTEIn GoTTORP fince ! 


“his father’s fide, being filter to CHARLES the XII. of swEDEN, 


the 22d of february 1728, and has reigned as — 
739. In confequence of his grandmother on 
he was the prefump- 


‘tive heir of that crown 5 but he declined it, and making profefion of the GREEK 
religion, accepted the fucceffion of the Russran empire. He was married the uft 
“of feptember 1745, to CATHERINE ALEXIEWNA, born the ad of may 1729, 


-danghter of CHRISTIAN aucusrus prince of ANHALT-ZER 


pst. This marriage has 


not yet produced thofe happy effects which were naturally expected ‘from it. His 
imperial highnefs is reputed a young man of fpirit- and vivacity, accomplifhed in 


his manners, und with a tafte for polite ftudy. 


Tue ftature and gentle deportment of the great duchefs increafe the charms of 
her perfon, in which nature has been liberal; and nothing renders the charaéter of 
the duke: and his‘duchefs more Jovely than the harmony and mutual affection 


cawhich fubfitts between them. 


“THe next fubject in dignity is 


the count ROZAMOWSKY, the GRAND VENEUR, who 


‘enjoys all the fweets without the fatigues of grandeur, or the odium often annexed 
-s¢o0 the moft important officers in a fate. ‘The behaviour of this nobleman has ren- 
“3 deted: him acceptable to moft kinds of people. His brother the young count 


oe GRIGORIE KIRILIFTZ ROZAMOUSKY, 


who avas prefident of the royal academy, is 


now HETMAN of the cossacks in the UKRAINE, of-which both himéelf and the 
: GRAND VENEUR are natives. © This is a kind of vice-royalty, and is incomparably 
ae ie ae oF on eee as. be! . Be ~ 


ws . * They ufe the GERMAN title GRAFF 


the 


, but in gNGLISH.we call them counts. 
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the moft lucrative of any employment in the empire : it is not however the méft 
fecure, efpecially when the afliftance of thofe troops is required in cafe of war. 


“ Amone the ladies of the court there are none {fo diftinguifhed as anna CAROLOW- 
na the countefs of voronzorr, who travelled with her hufband the count, a few 
years fince, to feveral courts, as PARIS, NAPLES, ROME, VIENNA, and BERLIN, 
where her polite carriage and aécomplifhments, as well as her perfonal beauty, were 
very much admired. Women in general are not fo amiable in Russia as in many 
other countries : indeed they daub themfelves fo much with artificial charms, as to 
conceal thofe graces which it may be prefumed nature has beftowed on them, tho’ 
they are rendered invifible. In general they profefs that if nature gives them fuf- 
ficient plumpnefs, they can procure beauty themfelves: and to this purpofe we 
may obferve, from the very idiom of their language, that crasNa DEvITZA, which 
literally fignifies a red virgin, is the term for a pretty girl. . 


‘Attuoucn it has been obferved, that very cold climates produce the fame dif- 
pofition to amour as very hot ones, yet this does not appear to be intirely the cafe 
in Russia. Chaftity as a virtue, is not indeed more in repute in this country than 
in the fouthern parts of europx ; but it feems as if the fame caufes in nature, which 
reftrain them from a fierce refentment of the illegal commerce of the.fexes, check, 
in fome meafure, their eager defire of fuch gratifications, As the russians are not. 
fo refined in their manners, as to have a very delicate fenfe of honor; fo we find 
that the chaftifement of female infidelity is feldom carried beyond a beating, whilft 
the adulteter generally may compromife for his offence by a pecuniary mula, 
Among the common people, the ecclefiattical laws oblige a man to marry a woman - 
whom he has debauched. ‘There is a vulgar notion which prevails among the 
libertine part of mankind, ** that women in all countries are the fame* ;” but, upon 
acomparifon of different nations, this feems juft as abfurd as if we were to fay, . 
that men of all countries are the fame. Perhaps it will be found upon enquiry that 
there are more women of principles in fome countries, than there are men of prin« 
ciples in others, - : 


Tue Russrans are for the moft part of a middle ftature, though many of them — 
are tall and. comely. The common people incline to their antient cuftoms; and 
though the majority fubmit to modern improvements, many chufe to fuffer great 
inconveniencies and additional taxes, rather than forfake their beards, and fome idle 
diftindtions with regard to religion. ‘ 


Tue great chancellor count sestucuerr, in conjunction with the vive-chancellor 
count VORONZOFF, have the charge of the foreign affairs, and are both efteemed 
men of great worth and probity. The college of foreign affairs is under their 
infpection ; and thefe with the fenate, which is compofed of twelve fenators, are ~ 

i ote 1S Loo 5 gee me mee the 


“ The contemptuotts opinion in which manomMenans hold women, has, induced them to adopt 
this notion. Sce p. 182. But among cuarstrans thofe who ferioufly Advance this doctrine may 
alfo maintain that “ priefts of all religions are the fame;” and the next ftep is, that virtue and vice: 
are the fame, i ea oP g oe BEM k 


3 
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the chief managers in the government of this vaft empire; the colleges of war, 
commerce, mines, 8c. being fubordinate. -. erage iy 


Fecuestastican affairs are governed by the fynod, which has now more autho- 
rity and weight than in fome former reigns: the EMPRESS, Whofe power is absolute, 
having given great demonitrations of her difpofition to devotion. The creek 
faith is kaown to be the éftablifhed religion in this country, which differs from the 
ROMISH in many effentials, fuch as denying the authority of the pope, permitting 

iiefts to marry ®, giving the facrament in both kinds, and believing in confub- 

; featiarions They ufe pictures, and pay divine honors to the virgin Marv and to 

‘faints ; but the majority of the courtiers, and men of education, here as in moft 

other places, have certain religious tenets of their own, and feem to think for 
themfelves. fe . of 

Sr. PETERSBURG, which was folinded by Peter the Great in the beginning of 
this century, may at prefent be confidered as the modern and polite metropolis, and 
the chief refidence of the russtan empire; and though fo larely a morafs, it is 
now an elegant and fuperb city, very healthful, and abounding in all the neceffaries, 
and many of the pleafures of life. It was formerly built of wood, but now the 
ufe of this material is permitted only in the fuburbs, ‘ ; 


~ Thus city is ranged on both fides of the neva, extending from eaft to weft near 
two gNGLIsH miles; at the upper end of the north fide is the citadel, which is more 
famous for the number of lives it coft in building than for either its ftrength or 
great importance, though it has feveral ufes. - It contains a ftately church, in 
“which the remains of its founder pxrsr the GREAT, and his emprefs CATHERINE, 
are depofited. It alfo ferves to beautify the town, and as a prifon for offenders 
againft the ftate. ‘This city has neither gates nor walls, but the marfhy land near 
vit, Both in rvc¢rra to the fouth, and FINLAND and carzLIA to the north, and the 
gulph of rivLanp to the eaft, render the accefs to it extremely difficult for an 
army. It is divided by feveral canals, PETER the GREAT intending to take am- 
STERDAM a his model in building it ; but from the reluctance with which it was 
originally begun by his fubjeéts, who were compelled to build, and likewife from 
errors in the plan, fome part of the city remains intirely unexecuted, and in others 
the houfes are too near the canals. . This does not hinder, but there are fome regu- 
‘Jar, broad, and well built ftreets, and feveral very néble ftructures, particularly 
‘the great Chancellor’s, the vice chancellor’s, the marfhal sHepEtorr’s, the fena- 
tor SHEVALLOFF’S, COUNt CHEREMOTEFF’S, count GALLowIn’s, and fome others of 
lefs note. . ; 


” ‘Tire encouragement which the empress has given to building, for which the 
feems to have a paffion, contributes to the beauty of the city. Befides the two 
royal palaces already mentioned, this lady has built a noble palace, faid to be 
intended for the great duke, in cafe he had been fo happy as to have children. 
There is alfo a nunnery lately built ; and about fifteen encLIsH miles diftant from 
iS % 5 bs E 7 25 a bs the 


® But they are permitted to marry but once; fo that the wives of priefts are generally well treated, ; 


* 
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the city at ‘CZARSKO ZELO; is a royal palace. ‘Thefe edifices are for the moft part 

~ of brick, and plaftered ever fo as to make an elegant appearance; but the work is 
generally done in a hurry, and the materials ‘hot very durable, An ivaLran 
architect having been fome years fince eftablithed in Russta, the tafte of rraby js 
adopted in .almoft all their houfes ; “and though the feverity of the climate js fo 

“great, they abound in windows much beyond our houfes ‘jn ENGLAND. Asa 
further additional beauty to this city, the EMpREss has‘caufed a large equeftrian 
flatue of rerer the crear in ‘metal, to be made under the care of the ingenious 
and much efteemed count rosTretit, intending to ereét it on a pedeftal’in the... 
area before the palace, in pious memory of her father, 


2 HA Pl LXXXML, 


_ A view of the revenues, number of inhabitants, taxes, military force and genius of 
the foldiery in nussta.. A fucciné? account of the.nature of the climate, alfo of the 
_ ftoves, and kind of drefs ufed in that country. ; 


a HE -revenues .of the russran empire, which were formerly of ‘five millions: 
only, are now encreafed to fifteen millions of rubles *, and are yer improvea-, 
dle, without diftreffing the fubje&t. Thefe may be computed to arife from the pole! 
tax of feventy-five copeeks a head, on eight millions feven hundred and fifty thou- 
fand male fubjects. The boyar, or lord, recéives-of' his boors about one: hundred’ 
and twenty copeeks ® each head male; according to the goodnefs-of the eftate : fome 
bring in yet more.confiderably, and others cannot fupport themfelves. The lord 
has alfo a certain’ number of them to work for him, but he pays the tax due to the 
crown on all his vaffals, and after a-revifion is made, the fame tax continues, 
* whatever mortality may fucceed, till a further revifion takes place. The circas. 
stans who inhabit the ux& ane pay but a quarter of a ruble a head. The cuftoms 
in ST. PETERSBURG, RIGA, NARYA and ARCHANGLE, produce above a million 
of rubles; and the monopoly of fale, pot-ath, thubarb, fpirituous liquors, with the 
produce of the government’s iron mines in siBERIA, the cwrna trade, and inland . 
daties, conftitute the remainder. This fur of ihree millions fterling, which we have . 
, learnt in Great BRITAIN the art of {wallowing in three or four months. campaign, 
anfwers . the exigencies of the russray flate, and makes them courted by their 
. friends, and’dreaded by their enémigs + nor is it ftrange, if one confides that the 
pay of a major=general in Russia is not above three thoufand fix hundred ‘rubles: a 
year“, a.commandant or -bri:jadier one thoufand eight hundred, a colonel eight 
hundred, a major four hundred, a captain one hundred and eighty, a lieutenant 
one hundred and twenty, and.a common foldier fix. They are faid to have at leaft 
‘two hundred.and fifty thoufand regulars, including garrifons of feventy thoufand ; 
and fuppofing a third-part of them cloathed annually, and giving them their allow- 
* 4 Three millions ferlin 2 ..> One ruble, and a fifth, ‘or five fhillings and a penny. ae 
© Seven hundred and fifty pounds. Pacis ab : 
Vou, I, "ae Hew 2s Meer 
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ance of falt, croop*, and bread, their pay will hardly exceed thirty rubles” a man, 
officers included ; and confequently this formidable force cofts only feven millions 
five hundred thoufand rubles*; which does not take up half the national income: 
The collection of the revenues, which is fo vaft an expence in ENGLAND, is a very 
inconfiderable charge to the RussIAN government, their collectors being moftly paid 
by the perquifites annexed to their employments; from hence it is ealy to reconcile 
how indifpenfably neceflary prefents are in Russta in tranfacting bufinefs with any 
of the public departments, though I muft own my opinion, that perquifites tend 
- to the ruin of empires. cee ‘ 
« Tue number of fouls in st. PETERSBURG are generally computed at two hundred- 
and fifty thoufand, including the garrifon, which is numerous ; but in reckoning the 
fubjects throughout the whole empire, they lay it down as a rule, that the hundred 
and feventy Gfth male raifes an army of near fifty thoufand men, and confequently 
fuppofing an equal number of females, the whole may be reckoned feventeen 
millions five hundred thoufand fouls : the tribucary TaRTARS, the RUSSIAN” 
UKRAINE 4, and the conquered provinces *, are not included in this account; if we 
confider the vaft extent of that empire, though many parts are’ not inhabited, it is 
probable this number is near the truth, As to the ukraine, I have been‘affured 
~ that one eftate in that country ' contained fixteen thoufand acres of arable, and nine 
thoufand of pafture land. ; Be 2 
_ Busines the ordinary computation of two hundred and fifty thoufand regulars, the 
Russians can collect a body of forty thoufand, or more, of KHALMUCKS, COSSACKS, 
“and other TARTARS. In the laft TuRKisH war I have been affured that Russia had 
above three hundred thoufand troops in pay 5 thus with their own money at home, 
of in foreign pay, when abroad in foreign fervice *, fo long as thefe people train 
up a number of good officers, they muft have great weight in the political feale in 
_ EUROPE, as well as in asta. Their foldiers bear the extremities of cold and heat, 
hunger and thirft; and when well conduéted to the charge, have generally fhewn 
great intrepidity. Being provoked by long refiftance they are apt to be cruel when 
conquerors, of which I have heard feveral ftories from thofe who ferved in the laft 
TURKISH War. : 2S : 


Wrru regard to the climate of RussiA, it it eafy to conceive how extremely it 
differs, even in the feveral parts of it included in EvRopz, and fill more in their 
static dominions. In st. peTersBure we find that february generally brings a 
bright fun and clear fky, and the froft being yet very fharp, every obje& fcems to 
glitter with gems ; the nerves thus become braced by the cold; and though the 
reflexion of the fun from the fnow is very ftrong, yet the eyes are feldom hurt by it. 
There is no fmall amufement in riding in edges, to thofe who by the length of the 
winter have in fome meafure forgot the much fuperior pleafure which nature prefents 
when fhe is cloathed in green. ea : 


ie _ | Maxcn 

4A fpecies of meal. ~ * Six pounds ten fhillings. € One million five hundred 
‘and feventy-five thoufand pounds. _ ¢ This word fignifies frontier. - © Livonia, ESTONIA, 
rNcRia, and part of FINLAND. § Count GALLOowIn’s. : & Which happened in the 


“year 1747+ 
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Maxcu is often attended with fhowers, and thefe with the heat of the fun pene- 
- trate the body of the ice, which is generally three quarters of a yard thick on the 
Nev.4*; being at length rotten, and appearing as a honey-comb, about the end of 
that month it ordinarily breaks up, and its motion feems to- attraét the north-eaft 
wind, for the wind generally. blows. very cold from that quarter. 


- Tue gulph of rinLanp, at the entrance of cronsT apr, is feldom free of ice before 
the end of april; fo that the moft early thips do not often arrive before the firft week 
in may. ‘This month is frequently very warm, the days being fo much lengthened ; 
thus nature feems to be reverfed, and fummer to precede the fpring, for it is fome- 
times the firft of june before any Confiderable verdure appears. The nitre contained 
‘in the fhow invigorates the earth to that degree, and the intenfe heat of the fun 
‘brings on the verdure fo faft, that the eye can difcover its progrefs from day to day. 
Till the middle of july it feems to be one continued day, the fun not intirely 
~ difappearing above two. hours in the twenty-four: but the delight which this 
*feafon naturally affords, is confiderably abated by the uneafinefs- created by the , 
heat ; however, a week feldom paffes but they are refrefhed by foutherly and wefterly 
winds, which often bring gentle. fhowers, particularly from the fouth, - I once” 
"experienced a delightful autumn till the end of feptember but this happens very 
rarely : auguft generally clofes the fcene ; fo that we can hardly fay there are above 
three months of fummer,... ee - 


2'* . a. er Vet » x < . 

jSEPTEMBER, in the ordinary computation, brings rain and froft; oétober increafes ’ 
the feverity of both ; and november ‘always clofes up the neva. . Then comes on 
the feafon for the fpeedy and eafy conveyance on the fnow, which brings freth 
- ‘provifions to market a thoufand EXGLIsm miles by land, as thofe ‘can witnefs who 

have often eat in st. peTERsBuRe the beef of arncuanceL. In december and 

january the cold is often very intenfe, and the poor, who are fometimes overtaken 

by liquor, or expofed in plains or other open places, particularly on. the river be- 

tween the city and cronsTapr, not unfrequently perith-with cold. . 


y 


sot oe. ERE GS RE ay fGen ‘ 
Russa is by no means.a proper country for thofe who delight in rural pleafures, 
or think a walk in a fine day one of the moft elevated joys the heart can receive, 
It is eafy. however to refolve the pirricuty fome make concerning the poffibility 
of living at all, or Livin in any fenfe.above a bare exiftence, The abundance of 
birch and elder with which the Russians are fupplied, and the commodioufnels of 
the ftoves, enables them to introduce any degree of warmth .into their houfes; and 
where proper care is taken to burn the wood intirely to an ah before the heat is 
confined, it is far from being difagreeable: but if the tube or chimney by which 
,, the fmoke is carried out, is ftopt too foon, the air contained in the room becomes 
corrupted, and where no relief is given by letting in frefh air, the effet is as mortal 
as‘that of charcoal. _ 2 : : ee 


\_ ‘Tua common people in this countiy are cloathed with Jong coats’ made 6f dreft 
fheep fkins, with the wool towards -their bodies... Thefe are admirably adapted 
bse Cee te eee oo to 

* In fome great rivers to the north-eaft the ice is faid to be much thicker. 
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‘to the climate, and coft only two rubles *s they alfo ufe a coarfe cloth, in which 
they fwaddle their legs and feet this is. fecured. by a cord of reeds, their fandals 
being alfo of the fame material. -Their caps. are lined with fur,. and cover the 
ears and neck as well as their heads: they wear fafhes round their wafte, and 
double gloves, one of woollen and the other of leather, which take in the hand 
without any diftinction, except the thumb; and thefe are alfo an effential part 
of their -cloathing. gcet ste Sage Pate et . 


» 


 Propxe of any diftin@tion for the moft part drefs as we do in ENGLAND, and are 
under no other neceffity than that of wearing a full great coat lined with fur’, 
fach as wolf's, fox’s,.or linx’s, with.a deep quilted or fur-lined cap when they 
go abroad. The women of-the lower clafs, befides their petticoats, wear fheep 
fins as the men: thofe who move in a higher fphere, wear flowered filk cloaks ¢ 
lined with furs, of which the moft common fort is of white hare’s. Ladies of the. 
firft diftinction are feldom without thefe eloaks lined with rich furs, and by the 
advantage of coaches or fledges and domeftic conveniences, -perhaps fuffer lefs by 
cold than the people in the fouth of France + although, upon the whole, I can by” 
no means think it a climate conducive to the prolongation of life, efpecially to aged 
perfons, or valetudinarians. . 


fe i 
C H AP. LXXXIV. 
Several flories and private circumptances relating to peTER the GREAT. 


B‘ T. what is truly deferving admiration in russt4, are the labours of the 
immortal PETER, who {till lives not only in every part of the government, but 
_ in every work of art and defign. We can hardly fay too much of this prince ; his 

charater is admired by the world in general, but particularly by the part of ic that 
~ he governed, and which muft ever revere his memory, fo long as they retain any 

traces of his vaft genius and indefatigable labours. If, in the revolutions of ages, 
_ they fhould again decline into their antient barbarity of manners, they never will 
give a flronger proof of that barbarity, than. by ceafing to, venerate his name. 


Tue moft early part of this prince's life gave* fuch proof of a mind formed 
for great actions, that he feemed to be a man from his infancy, and with his man- 
hood the hero grew up to that prodigious height, of which he gave the world fo 
‘many. proofs. - : ; 


Tug intimations he had received- from foreigners of the government, arts, and 
improvements ‘of other countries, made him. weep over the ignorance and barba- 
arity of his own; but his forrow gave way to his hopes; and fired with the noble 
vardour of true greatnefs, he refolved to purfue it by the. only path which, from 
» aoe : eel - * the 
* Nine fhillings. <-> The russians call it a sHOoBE. 
© ‘There are two kinds, fome with and fome without arms. 
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the light of his own genius, he difcovered to leat to ix. ‘He had too good a 
judgment to attempt the thing by any means but thofe which alone were practicable. 
How amazing was his refolution, who was born to‘empire, and had an abjolute 
power over fo many millions of people, to humble himfelf to the low offices and’ 
laborious drudgery of life! But he faw that example, affifted by his boundlefs 
. authority, could alone infpire his people with jut fentiments, or compel them to a: 
due obedience; and that the opulency and power of nations muft arife from ufefuk 
arts and méchanic employments: he fought that power and opulency at their very 
fountain-head, and determined in his own perfon to act as much like a.cop as a man 
could do, diffufing his influence by actions, the due effet of which, humanly 
fpeaking, it was impoffible for any man, except himfelf, to produce. Thus he 
fabmitted as if he had been born only toa mean and low fortune; and determined 
to do that which fhould deferve a crown 5 and when he had obtained it, to take on 
him the true glory of a king, in wearing it gracefully, and according to the order 
of that providence which watches over the good of mankind. His aétions demon- 
ftrate that he thought it more glorious to excel as an artificer or mechanic, than to 
fway a f{cepter upon no other title than his birth. ; 


Ir is hard to fay what the world has loft in the journal which he kept himéelf, 
probably ,it contained what no hiftorian can pretend to relate of him. I fhall 
‘mention a few particulars which I do not find recorded of him in any hiftorical 
accaunts, being what I learnt of perfons with whom he frequently converfed. In 
AMSTERDAM he entered in a dock yard as a common carpenter, in the name of 
PETER MICHAILLO, but he was known only to the mafter of the yard. It happened 
one day that peTer, by miftake, took the tools of another perfon inftead of his 
own ; the owner difcovering his tools in the hands of his companion, and thefe not 
being readily reftored to him, words enfued, and the man gave PETER a blow 5 
the matter of the yard being informed of the matter, fent for the fuppofed offender, - 
and in the prefence of this prince reproved him feverely, and threatened him with ; 
punifhment.. Peter now put on the emperor, not in the infolence of power, and 
with the externals of a king, but in pleading for the injured, ‘¢ The man, fays + 
« he, isin the right, and J am in fault ; and immediately made up the quarrel 
by giving him money. “Thus did this great monarch learn the true art of life and 
government, and through this voluntary arduous difcipline, teach himfelf how to 
rule the {pirits of an ignorant and uncivilized people. - ieee ok 


- [y has been imputed to this prince, that he was cruel, ‘The exact rule of mercy ’ 
and juffice cannot always be obferved by any mortal man ; and leaft of all by 
princes, who cannot fearch to the bottom of every thing.- A man of his ftrength 

- of refolution, cannot be fuppofed to have a heart of the melting fort; and the - 
ingratitude and infenfibility of his fabjects, their repugnance to accept the terms of 
their own felicity by the means he fought it for them, means fo obvioufly pro- 
du&tive of the end, and yet fo. obftinately refitted, could not but fire him with 
fome refentment, and might alfo perfuade him they could be ruled only by a rod of 
iron. “Thus he might commit fome atts of feverity, but that he put men to- death 
with his own hand, I am perfuaded is not true*. : i ae a 

: . ; oe . AN 
fe of the rebellion fuppreffed by general conpon, hiftorians ‘mention his being angry 
Se A eae ee te A eee ae eee . in 
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Aw amorous difpofition, and a cruel one, are compatible in the fame perfon, as 
experience often evinces ; but cruelty and greatnefs of mind, fuch as this prince. 
demonftrated, are not compatible. His great foible was the love of women; he - 
was not however profufe, nor even generous in his amours, if one may believe the * 
reports of mifs CROSS, who was diftinguifhed; in her way, by the emperor’s favor 
in ENGLAND. In HOLLAND he was feen with a girl in his arms at a common 
drinking-houfe, of which reprefentation there is now an excellent picture in the 
palace at PETERHOFF. A gardiner once threw a hough at him for his amorous 
advances to a girl who was working ina garden. In fhort, for a king he was as 
little elegant as expenfive in his amours: as in things of the higheft moment, foin ° 
this he acted according to his inclinations, without any regard to forms. It is true, 
~ in this inftance he was no hero, but as fervilely fubmiffive to an imperious appetite 

as acommon man: and it feerned in him but mere appetite, at Jeaft we do not find 

that the torment or pleafure arifing from a paffionate indulgence, or a reafonable 
government of this weaknefs, ever drew him into inconveniencies, or protracted the 
- progrefs of that active and extenfive glory for which he was fo much diftinguithed : 
and for this vice, we mutt fay with Sir WALTER RALEIGH, as well as I remember, 

« Tf apam in his ftate of innocence ; DAVID God’s chofen fervant ; and SOLOMON, 

«a man of the greateft wifdom, fwerved from their duty to the living God, 

« through the love they bore to woman, it is not fo wonderful as lamentable that 

«< men in all fucceeding ages have, &c.” This great prince, who underftood fo 
* well what regarded the good of the fociety, could hardly exclude the “religion he 

profeffed from the fyftem of his politics ; and we may charitably prefyme that he, 

like pavip, made his peace with heaven. : 


He was often feen to weep when he ordered executions, Mifs HAMBLETON a 
-_ maid of honor to the emprefs CATHERINE, had an amour which at different times 
* produced three children: fhe had always pleaded ficknefs 5 but peTer being 
{ufpicious, ordered his phyfician to attend her, who foon made the ‘difcovery. 
“It alfo appeared that a fenfe of fhame had triumphed over her humanity, and that 
the children had been put to death as foon as born. Perer enquired if the father 
of them was privy to the murder 5 the lady infifted that he was innocent, for fhe 
had always deceived him, by pretending they were fent to nurfe. Juftice now 
called on the emperor to punifh the offence. The lady was much beloved by the 
‘EMPRESS, Who pleaded for her; as to the amour jt would have been pardonable, 
but not the murder. Pxzrer fent her to the caftle, and went himfelf to vific her : 
the faét being confeffed, he pronounced her fentence with tears, telling her that his 
duty as @ prince, and God’s vicegerent, called on him for that juftice which her 
“erime had rendered indifpenfably neceflary ; and therefore fhe muft prepare for 
death. He attended her alfo on the fcaffold, where he embraced her with the 
-urmoft tendernefs mixed with forrow : and fome fay, that when her head was ftruck 
off, he took it up by the ear whilft the lips were yet trembling, and kiffed’ them‘ 
‘a circumftance of an extraordinary nature, and yet not incredible, confidering the 
peculiarities of his character. erate 


: How 
® Some call this lady MACKENZY.” : 
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How generous was his conduct to the swepisy prifoners after the battle of poL- 


Towa! He ftruck one of his own officers for fpeaking difrefpectfully of the king 
of swepeN*, and faid to him,  AmI not a king, and might not my fortune 
** have been the fame as that prince’s ?” But what a profufion of found politics was 


difplayed in his taking his fword from his own fide, and prefenting it as a token of ~ 
his favor to the swepisn general RENCHILD, upon the occafion of that general’s - 


faying, “ Though the king my matter acted contrary to my opinion, yet I thought 
“ miyfelf bound, asa faithful fubject, to obey his commands.” : 


AS it is the cuftom with us to interrupt converfation by drinking healths at 


table, in russta they add alfo another impertinence, by their fervants offering © 


wine whether you afk for it or not. -PrTzr was in warm difcourfe with admiral 
APRAXIN, when the vice-admiral sENAvIN prefented him with a falver of wine; 
. the emperor impatiently threw back his arm, which neceffarily overfet’ the falver, 
and ftruck the admiral: he then purfued his difcourfe as if nothing had happened ; 
* afterwards recollecting himéelf, he afked the admiral apraxin if he. had not ftruck 
- fomebody? “ Yes, fays he, your majefty ftruck the vice-admiral SENAVIN ; tis 
** true, he was in the wrong for interrupting your majefty, but he is a very honeft 
‘s man and a brave officer.” Pzrer then reproached himfelf for ftriking an officer 
of that rank, fent for him immediately, begged his pardon, kiffed him, and the next 
day fent him a prefent. . - . 


Vatensxy, who had a command in the PERSIAN expedition, had been once 
beaten by pereRr’s orders, miftaking him for another. “ Well, fays peTER, I 
“am forry for it, but you will deferve it one day or other, and then remind me that 


“* you are in arrears with me;” which accordingly happened upon that very expe- 


dition, and he was excufed, : 

Tuus. did this great prince temper the natural impetuofity of his difpofition with 
the utmoft tendernefs and regard to thofe who deferved well of him, Tt is known 
that he himfelf fubmitted to enter his name as a private man in the army he raifed, 
that his greateft fubjects might have no expectations of any other advancement than 


what fhould be due to their merit. He had mott experience as a general, but his 


favorite paffion inclined to the marine: he more than once appeared incog,as a 
‘common pilot, and received an ENGLISH crown and a cheefe for bringing a hip 
from the bar to cronsTapt. . ee ; ; 

es 


Tuts prince had to contend not only with the perverfenefs of the vulgar; he found. 
it neceffary to teach the hizheft orders of his people to fubmit to the wholefome 


reftraints of good laws, Gacarin, a fenator, had been for fome time governor 


of sizeRia, and accumulated more than a jut minifterial fortune by indireét” 


Practices, particularly by oppreffing the caravans paffing to and from cuHINna: at 
length he was brought to st. PETERSBURG, condemned and hanged on a gallows 
erected oppofite the fenate houfe. After a few days the fenators begged that his 
cay ~ ss 2 - Re mt: 


Ee 


*©°To this pepote we may remember the ftory of the reastan foldier, who was told, “ Six, you are 
“. paid to fight againit Alexander, not to rail at him." E : 


oy majetty - 
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6, : ei ; 
majefty would order the body to be removed, intimating that it was a {cindal to 
the rank as fenators. ** Yes, fays the emperor, Jet him be taken down then, 
“ and hung up at the common gallows,” which was accordingly performed. 


‘Tue fory of his fuppofed intrigue with baron cortz to invade ENGLAND, 
. 4g mentioned by fome hiftorians: however that affair might be, he always 
denied it, but found matter of complaint againtt bis vice-chancellor SCHAPIROFF, 
who after being brought to the block his fentence was changed into banifhment. 
Upon a farther examination of: his papers it appeared*, that during his miniftry 
_at the HacuE, he had accepted a tum of ten thoufand pounds for the difcovery 
of a fecret: PETER having received this evidence of his minifter’s guilt, would 
have recalled him to execution. Osterman, afterwards vice-chancellor, reprefented 
to the emperor, that as he had pardoned scHAPIROFF, who had not been fince guilty 
of any frefh crime, fach an aétion would fully his honor ; to which advice, though 
highly offended, he fubmitted. . . 


WEsTPHALEN, the DANISH minifter at the Russtaw court, had fent a remarka- 
ble piece of news t0 COPENHAGEN; PETER, by means of his minifter in-that city, 
procured WESTPHALEN’S own letter, and then challenged him upon the fubject ; 
WESTPHALEN flatly denied that he had given any fuch intelligence, till PETER 
produced his letter, upon which he very coolly replied, ** I fee princes have 
* Jong arms; your majefty knows very well the duty I owe to my own prince 
4 and country: was I im your majefty’s fervice I fhould confult your intereft with 
4 the fame fidelity.” Peter, though extremely difgufted, acquiefced in this 
defence. ; ‘ ; : : 


We muft not be furprized that this prince, while he was only a pupil in the 
{chool of greatnefs, condefcended to menial offices or low mechanic employments, 
when only perfonal labour and perfonal knowledge could anfwer the end he had 
in view. In the height of his glory, and after the completion of his conquett, 
he had fo entire a contempt of thofe external circumftances which fometimes 
conftitute the whole of aking, except the power annexed to royalty, that he feemed 
ambitious only of a fovereignty in foul, and to aét rather than appear the king. 
We had an extreme diflike to rich cloaths, and was never fo well fatisfied as in his ~ 
repimentals *: he never wore but one fuit of embroidery, and that for a fingle day 
only. In the fummer time it was his ufual cuftom to drive about the ftreets of st. 
PETERSBURG in a chair with one horfe, without any other attendance than one 
foldier on horfeback. . In_ winter he has been feveral times feen in @ common 
hackney fledge*. | It would fometimes happen that he had not the value of three pence 

" in his pocket to pay the fare; and has more than once afked the loan of this money 


af 


® Ad fome confidently affert. : : 2 

» A green cloth with a narrow gold lace, which js the richeft cloathing in the army, and the RuSssIANS 
aswell as the SRUSSIANS are not permitted to wear any other cloaths than their regimentals. ‘The 
Empress however has made her {ea officers very fine, their cloaths being white cloth, and the captains 
have gold lace enough upon it to confume a good partof their pay. 
_.. © Thefe are in value about four fhillings ; they are drawn by {mall mean horfes, and driven by the 
‘commonelt boors. ce pe ws : 


i 3 
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of any: perfon whom he knew, and accidentally met ; yet notwithftanding thefe 


feeming improprieties, the fuperiority of his Senius supported the dignity of a great 
monarch ; and ic was by laying afide Pomp and fplendor, which were uneffential ro 


us glory, that he appeared fo much like a deity, in every place, almoit at one and- 


the fame time. He was generally at his tribunals and public offices in the winter 
feafon by five in the morning ; and thus his perfonal attendance, and knowledge of 
bufinefs, taught his fubjeéts their Telpetive duties, confined them to thofe duties, 
and made the ftate fourith, He was not contented Without going to the bottom of 
things, and therefore, inftead of making his people wait on him, he watched them ; 
fo that he was feldom to be found in the Palace. Prince menztxore had the charge 
of public feafts for foreign minifters, fo that PETER fpent no time in vain ceremonies ; 
and as-to his own diet it was rather coarfe than elegant. h . 


Ir is morally impoffible that fuch a country as Russra was, could be more {peedily 
reduced to a regular and confiftent plan of government: bur the- extremity of 
arbitrary power, which had long fubfifted, and the unpolithed manners which had 
for fo many ages Prevailed, feemed to haye eftablithed a rule of ASIATIC policy,. 
‘which PerzR was not able Or not willing intirely to deftroy : this confifted ina 
fore of connivance in the Prince, in feeing the grandes pillage the lower clafles of 
ithe people, according as their offices might afford them an occafion.s but when 
they had thus accumulated wealth, and rendered themfelves obnoxious to the laws, 
their fovereign came in for the plunder, either by degrading the offender, or fi uffering 
him to ranfom one part by delivering up the other, 

Es ¥ r : 

« But itis amazing that this reat prince did not enter {erioufly into the confideration 
. of the bad adminiftration of the.laws, with regard to property and Juttice, till the 

very clofe of his life, and in his lait ficknefs, The refolution he then took, confined 
. the determination of common caufes to the term of eleven days; but it was no more 


CHRISTENDOM, as to become the Plague and diftrefg of the virtuous; and the 
inftrument of the moft deteftable conduct of the bafe and corrupt part of mankind : 


nor is there, { believe, a fingle Country in all EUROPE, except PRUSSIA, either jn. 


limited or arbitrary monarchies, where this js not complained of as a moft crying 
abufe. Had this reat prince lived a few years longer to fway the russtaw fcepter, 
‘at is more than probable he would have fhewn the King of-prussia that-example, 
which thjs prince, who deferves to be called great, had. he no other virtue, has 
given to all the other fovereigns and nations Of EvRopE, he 


Arrer what I have obferved of the condefcenfions familiar to PETER the creat, 
the reader will not be furprifed that he converfed with all forts of people of whom 
he could learn any thing ufeful ; among whom fome of the ENGLISH and other 
foreign merchants were frequently his companions. He eat and drank with them, 
and was often godfather to their children ; if his godchild died, he has even more 
than once attended their funerals. He was very inquifitive about trade, yet he 
confeffed it was what he leaft underftood : but his eftablifhment of the commerce 

Vou. Be: -Ddd : . 


? 
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in’st. PETERSBURG, and bringing the greateft part of it from aRcHANOEL; the 

" premiums he offered to thof who fhould find out new branches of trade; his 
fetting up and encouraging new manoufactories of linen and hemp in his own 
country ; the great countenance he gave to foreign merchants, and many other fuch 
like circumftances, are certain indications that he underftood, in many inttances, 
the means of advancing commerce as well as the great end of it. 


Tars prince made even his pleafures and amufements fubfervient to the important 
ends of his government. He had more than once received very melancholy proofs 
of the impatience of his fubje&ts under the reformation which he had planned, 
and was now accomplifhing : this rendered him extremely fufpicious of them. As. 
“mens hearts are generally moft open in their cups, he often drank with them: 
Jiberally, fometimes at court, and oftner at their own houfes. His manners feemed 
to be rude, in requiring even the ladies, upon certain occafions, to fwallow goblets. 
of wine, or other itrong liquors ; but in this he had his views: drinking is ftill the 
vice of RUSSIA, but in a more elegant manner than in paft times. Be 


Hz had frequent convulfive diftortions of his head and countenance, contracted 
by a fright in his youth, upon an occafion when his life was in danger ; but in fuch 
_ cafes it was always the rule of the company he was in, to look down, or a different 
_ way, and purfue their difcourfe without feeming to regard him, ‘ 
To prevent a furprize or any attempt on hig life, he would never lie alone > 
when he was not with the EMPRESS or other companion, he ordered one of his. 
_chamberlains* to fleep with him: which was an uncomfortable fituation to them, 
as he was very angry if they awaked him; and in his fleep he often grafped them. 
very hard. “ : 


“.. Wuat compleated his character as a matter of exquifite art and acute judgment, 

. he diverted his people into a contempt of that fordid ignorance which for fo many 
ages had reigned in this country, and which he now made it his tafk to banifh. This 
could not be done more effectually than by ridiculing a fuperftitious reverence of 
‘the cuftoms of their forefathers.. With this view he ordered a great number of 
drefies of the feveral officers of the crown and court as worn in paft ages; and in 
‘thefe bimfelf and his whole court appeared in mafquerade : thus exhibiting them- 
felves to the people under feveral comic figures, they diverted. them into a perfua- 

_ fion that they were at-leaft as wife in their age, and in their appearances, as theit. 
fathers had been before them. . 3 : 


Tus great prince was the fon of the czAR ALEXIS MICHAELOWITZ, by his fe-. 
cond wife NATALIA CARILOWNA NARISKIN. He was born the 11th of june 1672 5. 
_zand, after being the wonder of the age in which he lived, he took his flight from. 
this world the 28th of january 1725, leaving a character which will command the 


admiration of all fucceeding gencrations.. 


* Whom the russiang call DENSHICKE. oa 


CHAP. 
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C HA p,- LXXXV. - . 
Lhe fir eadlifoment of the BNoutsn S2Hory in nussta. The complaints of the mer 
chants of GREAT BRITAIN, Particularly the RUSSIA braders, with refpe® to jm | 


reigners obtaining adls of naturalization, withoug any intention of continuing in this 

. . Ringdom, ws : ; - 

EFORE I take my leave of russta, I ought perhaps to mention a circumitance 
B of fome moment to my friends in that country, if ndt to this nation. The 
ENGLISH factory in Russta, as ] have already had oceafion to obferve, was firft 
eftablithed in ARCHANGEL, in virtue of a charter gtanted by king paizip and queen 
MARY, at the fame time that the CZAR IVAN WAsstLowITz {wayed the Russian 
tcepter. - 

Turs eharter is of too extenfive a nature, either in regard to the Crown, the russia ~ 
company, or the srivisy fubjects at large, to be fully complied with, and is 
tonfequently become in certain refpects obfolete 5 it referves however in full force 
fach neceffary authority as excludes all foreigners, except Russians, from a parti~ 
Cipation of the Russta trade to GREAT BRITAIN; and in virtue of the by-laws to 
which the traders acquiefce, the good Sovernment of the company is fupported , 
a {mall tax is levied for extraordinary occafions, and for the charitable purpofe af 
relieving poor feamen, and the widows of deceafed mariners, tes . 
mae : 


Tue fa&ors employed abroad in the name of the russta company, removed . 

from arcHaNest to st. PETERSBURG, {oon after patEr the GREAT founded that, 
‘city, which he made the feat of the russtan commerce, Among other particulars 
it is remarkable, that this factory has been for fome time blended with foreigners, 
who, in confequence of their naturalization, have enjoyed a Participation of the 
privileges and immunities of the company. The sritisn factors faw this with 
impatience, and at length fent their Tremonftrances to their Principals in tonpon, 
in confequence of which an Sppotticn was made to a bill * then depending before 
the parliament in behalf of atoreigner. “This is a circumftance about which there 
are a great variety of opinions: fome Particulars relating to the cafe of the mer- 
chants of GReaT BRITAIN tefiding at home’, or in the BRItIsH fadories in fo- 
reign countries, with refpect to perfons obtaining acts of naturalization, without any 
purpofé of continuing in thefe kingdoms, were Printed, and of which I have pre~ 
derved fuch extracts as ferve as an introduction to the fubject, viz. 


HE granting to ftrancers all the privileges and immunities which the con- 
“©, dtitution derives to thot born under its Protection, and who have a mutual 
“® tie of duty and affection, has been ever regarded in all civilized nations, as a poine 
; SF aeS : . Ddda2. : ; “ of 
-* 1752. 


* There area fet of men thi the world fo tranpel perverfe, as to convert the moft indifferent things 
into oceafions of offence and flander. Would any tober perfon have thought that the words Sf Mer- - 
“* chants of GREAT Srivars,” fhould be objeéted to, as the affertion of a falfity, imputed to the firfe 
edition of this baok, becaufe ati the merchants did not acquiefce; or becaufe fome who figned the 
pee aie their affent to its being Prefented, and pretended to give laws to others who had an 
equal right? : 2 =e . 


~ 
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« of the highett importance to the public ; as it plainly is in GREAT BRITAIN, where 


“ee 
as 


46 


“cc 


fuch a participation, in the birthrights of its fubjeéts, cannot be beftowed but by 
the legiflature, that is, in effeét, by the confent of the whole kingdom. 


© Waenever therefore this high and great favor is conferred, it mutt be pre-’ 
famed to flow from juft and weighty reafons ; fach as eminent fervices actually 
performed by thofe who feck it, or which may be rationally expected from them ; 
and in this light, ats of naturalization are highly reafonable, as they are appa-’ 
rently calculated for the public benefit; and arguments of this kind have been 
ufually fuggetted, when favors of this fort have been rendered more general, 
with a view to invite into this country foreign proteftants of eafy fortunes, fkil- 
fol in commerce, capable of introducing or improving manufactures, or, in a 
word, fit to become ufeful members of the community ; into which they are re- 
ceived in the moft folemn manner, and become intitled to all that is dear and 
valuable to ENGLISHMEN. 


« These motives, arifing from reciprocal advantages, have been efteemed fo 
wife and equitable, that aéts of naturalization fo founded, have been ever confi- 
dered as tending highly to the advantage of this nation, and more efpecially to 
the mercantile intereft : which has certainly reaped very fignal and indifputable 
advantages from them ; as is particularly manifeit from numbers of opulent fa- 
milies now fubfifting in thefe kingdoms, that were originally invited, fixed or 
eftablifhed here, in virtue of fuch wife and falutary laws. . 


Bur this being the cafe, it is not eafy to fee how the fame benefits, or any 
other adequate to them, can arife from particular or general aéts of naturaliza-, 
tion, where the privileges granted to ftrangers are not in fome meafure re- 
{trained to their refidence within the Britis dominions ; and this, from the laft 
bill for fuch a general naturalization, feemed to have been the fenfe of the legi- 
lature, from a claufe evidently founded upon this reafoning. 
« Tue naturalizing foreigners, and thereby giving them a title to all the pri- 
vileges of BRITISH fubjects, without requiring from them the plain and natural 
equivalent of refiding here, puts it in their power to fettle in foreign coun- 
tries, with all the advantages due to the fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN ; and 
thereby affords them an opportunity of ferving their own countrymen, and in- 
deed foreigners of all nations, at the expence of GREAT BRITAIN, without any ~ 
the leaft advantage accruing to this nation. oe 
r : : 

«© Weru refpect to foreigners thus naturalized, and eftablifhed as factors abroad, 
we are not led, either from reafon or experience, to conceive, that they can have 
any particular attachment to the interefts, or any real zeal, or rooted affection 
for the welfare of GREAT Britain; but muft be chiefly governed by that 
principle of felf-intereft, which originally led them to feck fuch privileges, 


“of which they might avail themfelves, in confequence of thofe treaties and 


alliances concluded with the crown of GREAT BRITAIN, and by which’ many 
yaluable immunities and indulgences are fecured to her fubjects ; equivalents 
aa : : s¢ for 
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“ for which, are, and will be always expected from the BRITISH nation, Thee 
“ may frequently occafion a public expence, and that expence mult be raifed by 
** taxes on the: natives of this iland; but thefe naturalized foreigners refiding 
** abroad, do nor in the leaft contribute to them. Foreigners under thefe circum- 
“ ftances are then more favored than the natives, : 


“ Tue arguments in favor of Unreftrained aéts of naturalization to factors abroad, 
* ought to. be extremely clear and convincing ; for in Russta, and perhaps in other 
“ countries, it is difficult, if not impracticable, to. make the natives underftand 
“* how the people of any other country can become ENGLISHMEN, OF BRITISH fub- 
* jects, and, by that means, entitled to the privileges that by treaties. are ftipu- 
‘* lated to us. 'T'hus fuch treaties may be rendered very precarious, the dignity of 
“ the nation weakened, and the condué& of fuch foreigners fubjec&t us to difputes. 
“© and inconveniences, which otherwife might never have arifen, : 


. Tae act of navigation, that wife and falutary law, which has been the bul. 
 wark of the BRITISH Commerce, breathes a fpirit that would incline us to think 
“ the fame regard ought to be had to gritisy fubjeéts as to sritisy bottoms.; 
“and that all imaginable Precaution fhould be taken to fecure the advantages 
“s arifing by a commiffion on the fale of the commodities and manufactures of this 
“ ifland, to their natural Proprietors and native fubjects; more efpecially at a. 
* junéture, when there is nothing more evident, than that all the nations in EvRopS 


“* have opened their eyes to the advantages of commerce, 
_ Have op y 3 i; 


“in beftowing the privileges of {ubjeéts on thofe who were yeiterday our rivals, 

“ without any fecurity that they will not become the fame to-morrow ? To this we. 

“* may alfo add, that'as there was a time when the whole of our traffic was engrof» 

“ fed by LOMBARDS, merchants of the srkeL-yarp, members of the Hansen 

“ Towns, and other foreigners, if we ought in common. prudence to avoid every . 
" “ thing that may bring us into a like ftate again ?”? 4 


THE connexion which the nation has with foreigners, and the advantages con- 
fefledly derived from them, has made a deep impreffion on the minds of fome of 
the greateft men in this kingdom ; but general views of things do not always give 
the mind that light and fatisfaction as a particular objet which it can more ealily 
grafp, and from thence with the greater facility enlarge itfelf, and take in others of 
a fimilars nature. Let us then examine fome particulars with tegard to the cafe 
which gave occafion to thefe remarks, The amount of the realons againft. any 
“ reftrictive claufe in the a@s of naturalization of foreigners as factors in x pssras,” 
was this, that the treaty of commerce between the crowns Of GREAT BRITAIN 


uy» A further argument was, “ That foreigners fituated in. Russra are under 


“ peculiar difadvantages to all other foreigners, or even what they themfelves vey 
746 ey ; 


® A paper publithed in 1752. 
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« ‘be, if fituated in any other countrys not by any particular law of the legiflature, 
_ © but from a partial regulation of the Russra company, by which each member is 
°« yeftrained by virtue of the oath taken upon his admiffion to his freedom, from 
« giving any commiffions to any perfon not free of the company ; and that freedom 
« is never granted but to BRITISH born and naturalized fubjetts ;” from whence t 
is deduced that the trade is a monopoly. : 


Tuus, becaufe the Russta company do not give up to foreigners.the benefits of 
the aussian trade with GREAT BRITAIN, therefore their charter is hurtful to GREAT 
eritain. Now it is evident that there cannot be a trade where a greater liberty 
is open to the natives of a country than this in queftion. The russtan markets 
are always well fupplied, each trader purfuing his own inclination to import, and 
his own opinion concerning the tife and fall of markets, and the opportunities of 
fale: I have known BritisH houfes in st. PETERSBURG, that for feveral fuccellive 
years have had from forty to an hundred bales of cloth remaining over the annual 
demand. The credit given the RUSSIANS is never lefs than twelve months, unlefs in 
fmall articles, and it is often extended to fifteen and eighteen months, and the 
prices of goods are as low as poffible for the merchant to receive a living profir. 


-Tuere are no monopolies or exclufive privileges affumed by the Russ1a company, 
nor any rule of conduct eftablifhed, which has the leaft appearance of being inju- 
rious to this nation; for any natural born proteftant fubject may, for five pounds, 
take his freedom of the company, go into RUSSIA, and eftablifh a houfe of bufinefs, 
under the protection of the BRITISH Crown. The encuisa merchant may alfo 
‘confign goods to any perfon who is a native of russia, or a fubject of GREAT 
BRITAIN, remembring that the advantage in favor of the sriTisH fubjects in Russia, 
according to the 27th article of the treaty of ‘commerce, is about one third part in 
the cuftoms of foldiers cloths", yorksuires® and flannels. Nor is there any 
reftraint with regard to the markets of thefe kingdoms, for any RUSSIAN as well as 
freeman of the company, may fend RussIAaNn goods into ENGLAND ; he is only to 
pay the aliens duty, as eftablithed by law’. The law of nations, the right of 
reciprocal protection, and the laft article of the treaty do, I apprehend, make the 
Russtans entirely free to trade to this country. Some Russian merchants have 
actually been here; but finding they could not difpofe of their goods in a fatis- 
factory manner, nor live near fo cheap as at home, they returned. to their own 
countrys: 


Besipzs this favor in the cuftoms, the pririsn factors in sT. PETERSBURG efteem 
jt a-valuable privilege, that in all cafes where they are defendants, particularly 
that of bankruptcy, their affairs are cognizable by the college of trade, and their 
books facred to the infpection of four reputable merchants, appointed by that 
xcollege. In many cafes wifo, where they are pleintiffs, they apply to the college of 

trade; 


~ 2 Coarfe cloths fo called. ® A thick coarfe cloth. ® This duty amounts to three 
thillings and four pence, on a tun of hemp, or about three fourths per cent. on the prefent value of 
“hemp, -at twenty three pounds per tun, which in general terms is provided for in the treaty of commerce. 
The alicns duty in general brings in but a very inconfiderable fum to the crowa, and might as well be 
renounced, with regard to the freedom of trade. : 


pis 
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trade; but their common fuits and demands for money of the russray merchants, 
have been for {ome years transferred to the magiftracy «, . ; 


_ Wrrit regard to the quartering of foldiers in Russia, the pritisn fubjeéts are. 
indulged in a Peculiar manner, and no doubt it ought to be deemed a favor, under 
4 military government, to be exempt from it. “This Privilege however was more 
facred and more confiderable formerly than of late years. J have myfelf oppofed, 
attempts made by the officers of the Police to oblige me as a tenant to find quarters. 
I do not know that thee attempts have yet fucceeded againft tenant or landlord, bur 
if the Jandlord is compelled to find quarters, and the rent is raifed.on this account, 
the tenant ought to complain; for we confider it not only as the fpirit of the treaty, 
that BRiTisH fubjects fhall enjoy an entire exemption from quarters, that is. thar. 
the landlord not being chargeable with it, the tenant fhall have: his rent fo much. 
the cheaper. This mutt be the fenfe of the 16th article, or it means nothing; for 
who can imagine it fhould be deemed a favor to a BRITISH government, that com- 
mon foldiers may not fit in the compting-houfe of a Br iris merchant in russra ? 


How cautious the russtans are-of being lavith-of any effential part of the treaty. 
appears by this;. that in order to afcertain the legality of Property, when a Britis: 
fubject firit appears in the cuftom houfe of sr. PETERSBURG, the officers. demand. 
a certificate of his majefty’s conful, that the perfon is really what he pretends to be,, 
and without it they will not clear his goods, ; 


In what manner this treaty of commerce is.confidered by the russrans, may be- 
deduced from the embafly of monfieur. pr DIEU, at the Russian court in 1745. 
It was. generally rps, and I. believe it is true, that his. chief bufinefs was to, 
Negotiate a treaty of commerce on the behalf of his matters, the ftates of the unirsn: 
PROVINCES, on the plan of that of. GREAT BRITAIN ; but certain-it is,. that he did, 
hot accomplith any fuch treaty : and if fo able and fo favored a minifter could not 
procure this privilege for his countrymen, the russians certainly meant not that the- 
advantages they grant to BRITISH fubjects fhould become general; fo that naturali- 


zations granted to foreigners in russza.tend to enervate the treaty of. commerce, andi 
may at length render it contemptible. , : : 


of queen ELIZABETH; that PETER the GREAT, whofe maxims of government are -~ 
juttly dear to them, always fhewed a diftinguifhed regard to the ENGLISH mer- 
chants, and even at the time that the politics of the two nations didnot entirely 
coincide *, he gave them his royal word, that at all. events. they might. confider 
themfelves as under his Peculiar care and protedtion : this I have been affured by. 
one who was familiar with his imperial majefty. The russtans. are. alfo fenfible- 
of the political as.well, as of the commercial intereft.of the two nations, and con- 


fides. 


* This was a moft ignorant and Corrupt tribunal, and a fhame to the RUsstAN nation, in my ‘time at. 
leat but if it fhould continue the fame, it is in the power of the fa€tors to represent.this grievanee, . 


» Some difference with his late majefty, as eleftor Of HANOVER, 
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“fider this country, and I hope will always confider it, as their hereditary friend*. 
‘As our extenfive commerce has reached every corner of the earth, the greater our 
fupport is at home, the greater muft our reputation be abroad. Reputation is 
-certainly no imaginary thing, but muft be in fome degree productive of good to 
‘our commercial intereft, with relation to the fpirit of commerce in our factors 
-abroad. : 


Tue Britisu houfes in st. PETERSBURG have not only a trade to CREAT BRI+ 
“PAIN and IRELAND, but tO HOLLAND, PRUSSIA, SWEDEN, HOLSTEIN, and feveral 
parts of GERMANY; alfo to PORTUGAL, SPAIN and iraLy. This has arifen from 
the connexions of their extenfive commerce, intirely independent of nattiralized 
fubjedts in nussra, On the other hand, this is not the cafe with naturalized fubjects *. 
There long has been, and J hope ever will be, an honorable diftinétion abroad, be- 
tween us and other foreigners, both as BRITONS and as merchants, not in the efteem 
of the russtans only, but of: all other nations. Whether it is worthy of national 
obfervation or not, can be determined only from the nature of the fubject; but it 
is apparent that the naturalization of foreigners to refide in Russia,’ creates ill blood 
jn the breaft of his majefty’s natural-born fubjects who are in that country : it would 
have created much more, but that there are but few of the naturalized factoss - 
who have not failed; had they conduéted their trade with moderation and pru- 
dence, it is probable the BriTisH commerce might have been intirely in, their 
hand, and this nation nothing the better for the commiffion on the fale of sri- 
visu commodities, or on the purchafe of thofe of russta. ‘Befides, is it not 
highly reafonable to think, that fuch naturalized fubjedts would be lefs tender 
than the Britis factors, in regard to the prices this nation might pay for na- 
val ftores ? 


I passep fome years of my life at xrspon, where I obferved that the FRENCH 
proteftants in that place live in mutual harmony with the native fubjects of this 
ifland; and from the experience we have that their riches always center here, they 
are confidered upon the fame footing with other Brivis fubjedts. The trading 
‘world is often fufpected of acting upon narrow principles; yet our factors abroad 
are not only for the moft part loyal, but upon the comparifon of the_feveral 
governments under which they live, with the excellent confticution of thefe king- 
doms, they contraét a patriot and difinterefted fpirit: but when, from the ftrongeft 
evidence, they apprehend the intention of the legiflature is defeated, and their own 
intereft 


4 -T remember the compliment made to this nation by the governor of ASTRACHAN, 4 very ingenious 

‘man; whom I have mentioned in the courfe of thefe papers, {peaking to his friends in my prefence: 

« You are to confider, fays he, the ENGLISH merchants in a different light from thofe of any other 

* nation trading to this country 3 they are fkilful, generous, humane, upright: they extend their com- 

« merce over the whole earth ; and every country where they come is enriched by them. The com- 

~ 4 modities they deal in are neceflary, fubftantial, and of the greateft ufe to the community ; and they 

« take off more of the Russ1ax commodities than all the other nations united.” : 

. ® | have heard the russtan merchants occafiorally treat us with ridicule, by ufing a droll expreffion. 

| which fignifies, ‘ Are you a white-wathed exorisHMan i?” And a naturalized factor being in fome 

‘Bittrefs, pleaded his being an ENGLISH fubject, to VALENSKY, @ minifter of the emprefs anw: 

4 You an ENGLISH fubject, fays this minifter, why, you was born in CASAN, in the dominion of 
«+ the EMPRESS.” : : . . 
3 
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interest hurt at the fame time, they are alarmed, and think it their duty to appeal to 
their country. The privisn factors in portucat are jealous of thofe foreigners, 
who having obtained of the BRiTIsH crown a participation of the pritisn birth- 
rights, carry aLL THEIR wealth to any country except this ifland, where indeed 
their paternal connexions do not center*, Many of the portrucar traders figned 
the petition already mentioned, the meaning of which is intelligible beyond dil- 
pute, and feems to fpeak the general feafe of the merchants of this metropolis, 
though fome may be inclined, upon DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES, tO DIFFERENT SEN- 
TIMENTS, 


Tue eritisy factors in uamBure have not one naturalized fubject amongft 
them. The convention of the BRITISH HAMBURG company, with the regency 
of that city, will not admit any naturalized fubjeét to a participation of the va- 
luable immunities of that company, and which for a ferics of years they have 
enjoyed with a moft unblemifhed reputation. And what could this nation gain by 
an admiffion of naturalized fubjects into that factory ? It would be eafy to prove, 
that whatever we play into their hands, is a lofing game to this country; for I do 
not comprehend what they could give us in exchange. My reafon for thinking it 
is a lofing game is this: with regard to the russia factors, I know at this time 
eight or ten Britisa fubjects, I fuppofe there are more, who laid the foundation of 
their fortunes as factors in that country; and fome of them are yet interefted in 
houfes there. There is not one of thofe perfons but has brought riches, more or 
lefs, and fome of them, I believe, to a confiderable amount, to the national ftock 
of this country, and are, I have great reafon to think, good members of the com- 
munity. On the other hand, I have feen a lift of twenty-four foreigners, many of 
whom [| know perfonally, who within thefe twenty-five years have been naturalized ; 
and of all this number, in all this time, only one ever came into this kingdom, 
and he had particular connexions with a Bririsn fubject. [It niuft be obferved, 
that it was only twenty-five years fince any naturalization reached russia, the trade 
“then was not fo confiderable as it is now, nor had our people eftablifhed themfelves 
there under the fanction of fuch a treaty as the prefent. 


We are jealous of weakening ourfelves by the want of forcign aids; but. to 
think ourfelves dependant in cafes where our intereft in one light is apparently 
wounded, is it not to weaken ourfelves for fear of being weakened? Not to con- 
found things of a different nature under one name, it muft be obferved, that the 
circumftances of naturalized fubjeéts at home, under this government, and entitled 
to enjoy all the good, and fubject to fhare in all the evils which befal the fta:e, are 
very different from thofe of perions who participate of the advantages which this 
nation enjoys abroad. The intention of naturalization no doubr is the benefit of 
this ifand; and if there are cafes in which naturalizations are not attended with 
any benefit, but on the contrary proftitute the honor of the nation, enervate its 
influence, and counteract its native fubjects; it ought to be prefumed that fuch 

cafes: 


a Mr. RASHLEIGH, 2 great PORTUGAL trader, who has given eflates to many HAMBURGERS im 
LisBon, can tell if any of them ever brought a fhilling of it into this country. 


Vou. L- 1 Eee 
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cates have not been fer in a proper light. The rrencn proteftants have indeed 
ftreng connexions with this ifland; their parentage, their intereft, or the protection 
thy receive, induce them to confider this as their proper home, and confequently 
they are entitled to all the regard which we can fhew them. . 


Ir experience is the beft guide of life, it is that which muft teach us whom to 
receive into our breatts as friends, and whom to reject in the commercial light we 
now confider the fubjeét, as no friends to this country. By what rule can we judge 
better than by obferving thofe people who return our kindnefs with gratitude; and 
thofe who forget the benefits they receive ? f 


Ir our firft concern ought to be for our own children; it ought then to be 
confidered how many fons of tradefmen, merchants, gentlemen, and even noble- 
men, are loft to their parents, their country, and their cop, for want of employ- 
ment! Merchants are no where more HONORABLY efteemed than in this country 5 
but they often lay the foundation of that knowledge for which they are efteemed, 
in difant climes; and fhall we encourage foreigners to take their place? There 
cannot be more trade carried on than a country will bear: it will ufually employ 
fo much money; fo many hands, and no more. Do we want money in this nation 
-to carry on our trade? By no means. It is true, the national intereft is already 
very low, perhaps it will be lower ftill, and what will be the confequence but that 
we muft throw more money into trade, and extend our fettlements and commercial 
jntere{t over the earth, as much as poffible ?. Why fhould we encourage foreigners 
to do any thing for us abroad, which we can do better ourfelves ? What cir- 
cumftances fhould we be in, ifall our factors abroad were foreigners ? What tie, 
or what fecurity could we have of their integrity in the fale of our commodities, 
much lefs in the promotion of national manufactures in oppofition to thofe of 
other countries, or zeal in the purchafe of the commodities of the countries where 
they refide, if they left us no pledge of their fidelity, nor fpent any part of their 
lives in this ifland ? 


Ow the other hand, what riches do not our factors bring home! How many 
confiderable men have not we in this metropolis from Lisson! Who can be 
ignorant of the wealth that has been brought here by east inpia factors? Are 
not thefe great national objets? TurKEY, ITALY, SPAIN, and other countries, are 
ever fending us new recruits to our commercial ftrength, arifing from factorage. 
Bur there is yet a further reafon which occurs : let the warmeft advocates for general 
naturalizations, without any diftinétion of perfons, profeffions, or refidence, con- 
fider how deftructive fuch naturalizations are to our.GENERAL SYSTEM OF NA- 
TURALIZATION AND NATIONAL PRorFIT. If we give to foreign proteftants abroad 
that which fhould invite them hither, we may even prevent their coming to us. 
By being lavith of our beneficence we feem to be fufficiently paid by their accep- 
tance of it, without any regard to the return which they are to make us. For 
what foreigner, feeing us fo prodigal of our bounty in a cafe of this nature, which 
he knows to be injurious to the natural-born fubjects of this ifland, can, in propor- 


tion 
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oar views fo far as to give foreigners abroad, a power of taking a fhare in what our 
7 


own people poflzis, without any fecurity of the leaft return from fuch forcigners, 
nay, where ail appearances make againft any return, do we not counteract our own 


- principle ? 


Ir it is urged, that a nation cannot be faid to confer a favor, which by reftric- 
tions is rendered lefs valuable; 1 do not apprehend, without being QuIxoTs in 
politics, what it is we mean by thefe words, for I fuppofe intereft is the object in 
purfuit, As to weakening the influence of naturalization, by which commerce is 
intended to be promoted; this alfo feems to prove nothing more than that we 
fhould run all hazards, rather than lofe any poflibility of getting a fubject who is 
a foreigner, though at the expence of a fubje&t who isa native. It is faid, that 


“naturalization without limitation, has, after an indefinite abfence, brought foreign- 


ers into this country, who might not otherwife have come. It would be well 
worth examining if this is true, and who fuch perfons are, and what were their 
inducements to fettle here, before this argument can be anfwered : for when they 
do in fact come, we receive thein with open arms; and we ought to countenance 
and encourage thofe who may fettle here, if we do not pay too much for it. But 
I do not comprehend that here are any fettlements of fuch weight as to eftablith a 
rule of conduct in oppofition to our commercial intereft, as it appears in a direct 
view. ‘The cale before us is foreign to the countenancing of ftrangers, who fet out 
upon a principle of INTENDING to fettle in this ifland. I fay rorziGN To sucH 
PRINCIPLE; for though many FRENCH proteftants have come here, after being 
as long abroad under the protection of the crown of GREAT BRITAIN, as they 
pleafed, yet ftill the matter will reft on this iffue. Are we fo fond of naturaliza- 
tion as to give a power to foreigners, WITHOUT DISTINCTION, tO. fupplant our 
‘own people, where experience teaches ys we have no juft grounds to expect any 
fuitable returns ? 


Ir cannot be too often repeated, that we ought to be cautious of curbing in any 
degree the inclinations of the natural-born fubjects, in regard to commerce ; or of 
damping that fpirit and application to trade, on which is founded the opulence of 
this nation, and its ftrength and influence as a maritime power. And whilft 
intereft is the great incentive to human a€tions, and particularly actions of this kind, 
J think it is apparent that the more we interpofe to countenance foreigners in 
commercial defigns, in cafes not demonftrably beneficial to this country, the more 
we deprefs the fpirits of our own merchants, who confeffédly do advance the 
intereft of the nation : and this difcouragement may extend not only in fegard to 
their being deprived of thofe profits which immediately accrue from the fhare fuch 
naturalized foreigners have in their trade, but alfo to a jealoufy of being entirely 
fupplanted in the courfe of time. a 


‘May it not be queftioned what prejudices would this nation receive, if no natu- 
ralized fubjeét, till he has refided here feven years, nor the children born abroad of 
perfons already naturalized,. their parents not having lived in his majefty’s domi- 
nions for the fame. number of years, were received abroad as factors er merchants 

in 
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in common with natural-born fubjects? If it can be demonftrated that’ fuch pre- 

jJudice will be greater than any that can. be proved on the other fide the quef- . 
tion, there is no room for a debate; but if it can be made appear that ‘it is 

only equal, the fcale, we may expect, will turn in favor of the native fubject ; 
mush more if the prejudice is againft the latter; for this plain reafon, that the 

national and mercantile intereft are but’ two words for the fame thing. The 

impartial reader will confider the argument, not the writer; if I am fufpected 

of intereft where I have no other view than national benefit, yet the real truth 

can receive no diminution, J hope that will be: done which is moft for the in- 

rereft of my country, be it wha it will. - : : 


PAR T. 
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PAR T VIL 
T HE 
AUTHOR’s RETURN 


GERMANY AND HOLLAND TO 
ENGLAND. 


C H A P. LXXXVL 


The author leaves sv. pererspure ia july 1750. A fuccind? view of the EMPRESS’S 
. palace at PETERHOFF, and the road to it, A particular account of CRONSTADT 


and the RUSSIAN nay. A defcription of REVEL and its trade, with reflections 
on the interment of human bodies in churches. ‘The author purfues bis voyage to 


DANTZIG. 


HE frequent difappointments which had for fome time prevented my returning 

; to my native country, increafed my wifhes for the happy hour which at length 

atrived. 1 had already travelled through LIVONIA, and the reports concerning 

COURLAND not infpiring me with the curiofity of feeing it, 1 therefore refolved to 
embark in a fmall thip for DANTZIG. 


Jury the gth, Ileft st. PETERSBURG, and travelling near the banks of the NEVA, 
forthe moft part in a fandy road, I paffed by the palace of srrELNA MUSA, which 
js about twenty werlts from ST. PETERSBURG. It ftands on an eminence, and 
commands an extenfive view of the gulph of FINLAND, near the mouth of the 
neva. This was intended to be a more grand and elegant building then PETERHOFF 
the gardens alfo were laid out in a magnificent tafte, but the death of PETER 
the GREAT, together with the badnefs of the foundation of this edifice, put a ftop 
ro the profecution of the defign: from thence to PETERHOFF is fifteen werfts. ‘The 
prefent EMPRESS has cated many of her courtiers to build country -houfes on the 
fouth-fide of the road, which render the face of the country more agreeable. Among 
thefethe houfe and gardens of baron woiF are moft diftinguifhed for extent, beauty, 
and convenience. ‘Thefe country-houfes are for the mott part built of wood, and 

very 
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very little expence is beftowed on the gardens; the foil alfo in general is fandy, fo 
that the whole makes but a faint impreffion on travellers, 


Perernorr, as left by perer the GREAT, was but a mean building; the preferit 
Empress has enlarged and beautified it very much. I have heard the water-works 
compared to thofe of vrrsarLuEs, with this diftin@ion, that the waters of 
PETERHOFF are fweet. This palace being fituated on an eminence on the fouth 
fide of the gulph of rintanp, commands an extenfive profpect of the water; it 
alfo takes in the ifland of CRONSTADT, about fix miles to the north-weft. The 
foreft of mafts, which appear from the bafons in that ifland, during the fummer 
feafon, enlivens the profpedt, and gives the idea of a flourithing commerce. ‘There 
isa great variety of fcenes in PEYERHOFF; but as they are moftly on a dead ‘flat, 
and the walks made of fand; this garden of fo great a potentate is incomparably 
fhort of a sTUDLEY ora BRAMHAM*, and many others of equal beauty in eNcLAND.. 
From hence to orenjenBAUN is about five werlts: here the celebrated prince 
MENZIKOFF inhabited the palace which is lately fitted up for the great duke, 
Several of my friends having obliged me with their company thus far, I took my 
leave of them, and paffing the gulph where it is about five miles broad, Larrived 
at CRONSTADT. : : 


Here I was detained for feveral days by foul- winds and tempeftous: weather, not 
common at this feafon; fo that I had an opportunity of examining one of the 
greateft curiofities in the world of its kind,. which is the dry dock, contrived by 
PETER the GREAT. This work, by the length of time it has been in hand, and 
the alterations made by the different directors of it, muft have created a large 


. expence. .It reaches about feven hundred fathoms, is fixty feet broad at the 


bottom, eighty feet at the top, and forty feet deep, having flood-gates in. different 
parts. It is intended to receive fourteen fhips of the line of battle, to build or 
repair them dry, and afterwards float them off. There is a grand refervoir, which 
was then almoit dug eighteen feet lower than the docks, and confequently is near 
fixty feet deep; and yet, to my great furprize, there were no fprings which incom- 
moded the workmen. It is about fix hundred feet long, and three hundred broad, 
and will contain about fixteen thoufand cubical fathoms of water, each fathom of 
three hundred and forty cubical feet, which at fix and a half gallons each, make one 
hundred and forty thoufand three hundred and feventeen tuns. The ftone which was 
employed in forming this dock being found exceeding perifhable, they now ufe a 
kind of flint; which has been lately. difcovered on. the ifland, than. which nothing 


can be more durable to. all appearance. 


THE RusstAN-naval power, which was carried to a-great height {6 early-as the 
rign of PETER the GREAT, appears to be fufficient for all the purpofes of that: 
empire, and capable of fupporting their new conquefts on the Battic, fhould the 
SWEDES ever attempt to retake them by a naval power: though I believe the 
friendthip of the Britisw nation, as a maritime power, is no unpleafing circum- 
iance to Russta upon this very account. Their fleet confifts of twenty-five thips. 
of the line, and fifteen. bombketches, firefhips and frigates, of about thirty guns. 

; each, , 
* Seats in yOrKsHiRg. 
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each, of which the greateft part are kept in repair: and one, two, oF three capital 
fhips are built and launched every year at ST. PETERSBURG + but what gives a great 
weight to their naval ftrength, is the numbers of their gallies, which carry from one 
hundred to three hundred men, of which only fix or eight are failors. Thefe are 
proper for the BALTICK in the fummer; and as they draw but little water, they. are 
formidable objects on an enemy's coaft, as the swEDES experienced in their war 
with perer the Grzat. The RUSSIANS are computed to have near ten thoufand 

“ f{eamen;' of which above half generally live at CRONSTADT, and when employed as 
carpenters, or about fhip-affairs, are allowed provifions, and ten copeeks a day. 
The harbour or wet-dock, ‘intended for the crown fhips, will contain eighty 


men of war and in that for the trade two hundred and filty merchant Ships can’ be 


moored ; but the latter having the deepeft water, 1s oftentimes preferved for the 
large fhips of war. : 


’ Wyn ifland of cronsTapT is near fifteen miles in circumference, but very barren ; 
the town is computed to have near twenty-five thoufand inhabitants, including 
foldiers and failors: betides this, there are only two or three fmall villages for fifher- 
men. Here is a palace built by PETER the crear, and about twenty-five large brick 
houles; but the fupport of them being expenfive, they are left uninhabited. In 
this place peTER the GREAT had formed a plan of fixing the trade, and defigned to 
cut a canal near twenty miles lomg on the fouth fide of the gulph, which would 
have pafled through the garden of STRELNA MUSA. ‘Lhe intent of this was to 
“provide a fafe paffage for barks Joaded with the commodities of this country. 
However, this projedt was hardly practicable, for it would be dangerous for large 
and heavy-loaden barks to crofs from ORENJENBAUN tO CRONSTADT = but the 
commion reafon affigned for this great prince’s declining this fcheme is, that it would 
have prevented his breeding up the feamen who are now conftantly employed 
during the fummer feafon in navigating deck’d yeffels loaden with merchandize from 
$T. PETERSBURG tO CRONSTADT, . 


Tue isth, the wind becoming fair, I embarked on the MARTA CONSTANTIA a 
fail vatch belonging to DANTZIG, and after the ordinary ceremonies of fearching 
the fhip, and calling over the paffports, we were fuffered to depart. The next day 
we advanced the height of HOGLAND, obferving the {everal iflands and rocks on 
the rincanp fhore. Being almoft calm, we had a view of the ifland the whole 
day: there are but few parts of it capable of cultivation; however, it has a {mall 
number of inhabirants on the eaft coaft, as alfo on the welt, who are all miferably 
poor. The RUSSIAN fleet being then at fea, .a floop belonging to the crown 
tame out with us, to examine if all the buoys and flags in the low water foundings, 

_ were in proper order. 7 ‘ 7 


Tite LuTHERAN feamen, as welf as ‘others of. that religion, are great advocates 
for pfalm-finging.. I obferved they modulate their voices to a tone confiftent with 
pious thoughts, without that extravagant vociferation praétifed in fome churches 
among proteftants ; and very contrary to the burlefque devotion of thofe who 
make a difcordant babling, without finging at all. This feems to be a reproach to 
wealthy parifhioners, in whofe breaft it is to reétify this abufe, by giving money . 

; ; : teach 
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teach young perfons to fing. In the feveral voyages I had made, this was the frit 
in which I difcovered any marks of piety among feamen; the ftrongeft profeffion 
THEY generally make of the being of a God, is that of {wearing by his-name. 


Tue uneafinefs I fuffered by the fea ficknefS, made me rejoice at the fight of 
REVEL, where the mafter was engaged to touch. The r8th in the morning we 
went on fhore, and were conducted to vice-admiral pause, commander of the 
port, of whom, according to cuftom, it was neceffary to afk permiffion to enter 
the town. This place, which is the capital of Estonia, is lifty leagues diftance 
from ST. PETERSBURG: it fubmitted to PETER the Great, by capitulation, in 
october 1710. ‘The plague had then raged with fuch fury, that of fifty thoufand 
inhabitants, not four thoufand remained to receive their conquerors, The RUSSIANS 
did not immediately enter the city, thoufands of dead bodies being yet unburied. - 
This place having thus fubmitted by capitulation, is taxed only with the fuppore 
of a garrifon of five thoufand foldiers with quarters, and three thoufand feamen, 
with quarters, fire and candle, which may be reckoned an expence of four rubles 
aman*. Within the walls are about fix hundred houfes, containing near eight 
thoufand fouls; the people feem to be formal and referved, but live in fuch great 
eafe and fecuricy, that they might fleep with their doors open. Induftry prevails 
fo much here, that I was in more than one private family where they {pun, dyed, 
and manufactured both in cotton and wool. Befides the number of inhabitants 
already mentioned, there is a large fuburb indifferently well peopled. 


Tars was formerly a free town, and one of the greateft ports in the Bantrc, 
Narva. being its only competitor. The russtans then brought the produce of 
their own country, as well as that of persrA, to this market. The houfes, which 
are of the moft durable materials, feem all prepared for the reception of merchan- 
dize, the firlt apartment into which one enters, appearing to be a large warehoufe. 
The trade of this town at prefent is but finall. ‘The country abounds in corn, of 
which they have generally great magazines. They have formerly exported fourteen 
thoufand atts, or twenty-eight thouland tuns ENGLISH, of all forts of grain, which, 
at a moderate computation, is worth twenty rubles a laft. The swepes ufed to 
take off great quantities, but fince the lat war, and the jealoufy which fubfifted 
between the two crowns, during the {pace of three years, they had made no fale for 
exportation, except for the ule of the russtan army, They have alfo exported 
from two to three thoufand fchippounds * of hemp and flax. The fax coming from 
about porpt is equal to thatof MariznBuRcG. : 


Tue imports of this town confift in about three hundred thoufand rubles value in 
piece-gocds and other neceffaries for the confumption of the town and province. 
Alfo about two thoufand lafts, or fix thoufand tuns of falt, which is confumed in 
the province for curing meat and fith, and eaten with bread, according to, the 
cuftom of the poorer fort of people. The price of falt varies in proportion to the 
quality and quantity, from thirty-three to forty-four dollars, of eighty copeeks * 

: per 


> Amounts to fix thoufand cight hundred pdunds. > This weight is about feven per cent, 
better than the Russian BERQUEVITZ, © Three fhillings and fixpence, 
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per’ lat of eighteen barrels, and in thef dollars they keep’ their accounts.. Th® 
falt of rvica * is fo much fuperior in colour as well as in ftrength, as to be fiftecn 
per cent. heavier in weight than the falt of setuvaL’, and the grain fo large, and 

roduces fo ftrong a brine, as to be thirty per cent. better in price. They have 
alfo falt from the ifland of Mayo’, and from CAGLIARI ¢. the daft in ftrength is ° 
equal to that of LISBON or SETUVAL, but otherwife much inferior. 


Great part of this city ftands upon an eminence, and commands an extenfive 
profpect, particularly towards the fea. The ftreets are neither broad nor regular : . 
the houfes are lofty, having fteep roofs to carry off the fnow. The city is detended 
by outworks, a mote, and a wall about fix feet thick, and forty high, with tur- 
rets every fixty or eighty yards ; the walls feem to be very antient. This town 
is governed by the LAND RATHs compofed of the governor of the town, and 
twelve gentlemen, or noblemen, who are a kind of fenate. Thefe take cognizance 
of all matters relating to the province and to the nobility, and determine all fuits 
by a majority of voices 5 but there is a liberty of appeal to the college of juttice 
in sT, PETERSBURG. 


Tus affairs‘of the town are governed by a magiftracy compofed of four byrgo~ 
matters, three fecretaries, and fourteen magiftrates. The town houfe is an antient 
building, but contains nothing remarkable except fome paintings which are in 
great elteem, as the judgment of soLoMON, ST, JOHN the baptift beheaded, the 
trial of SUSANNA, and our faviour’s fentence of the adultrefs. The city mufic, 
confifting of fix hands, entertains the populace from the windows of this building 
every funday and thurfday, from eleven to twelve at noon. 


_ . Here are four LUTHERAN churches for the citizens, and one ‘for the peafants of 
the adjacent country; alfo two GREEK churches for the ufe of the Russians, 
«whofe number however is not great. The largeft and moft fuperb edifice is the 
great church of sT. OLAUS, the antiquity of which I could not learn: the many 
changes this province has undergone have deftroyed their records. The only 
ornaments of it are a few monuments and enfigns of honor of feveral noblemen 
and gentlemen of the province, who had been interred in the church. This is alfo 
the common burial place for a great part of the town, of which | had a very fenfible 
proof, in the offenfive ftench that arofe from the: pavement. The ftones over the 
vaulted fepulchres were of a prodigious fize, fo that they were moftly broken. The 
citizens of REVEL are extremely tenacious of their refpective properties in_ the 
vaults, and entertain a fuperftitious reverence for the church, as 4 repofitory 
of the dead, J could not help expoftulating with my friend who conduéted me, 
on the grofs abfurdity of injuring the living for the fake of the dead; or rather 
that the living injure themfelves, from a foolifh pride, or mere fenfelefs fuperftition. 
It is however too common to fee men the flaves of cuftom, violating the freedom 
of ‘their own minds, in a fond prefumption of enjoying diftinctions above the 
vulgar, even aiter death. The antients had the facred groves for the saa 

. ‘0 


® An ifland in the MEDITERRANEAN, Near MAJORCAs > A town in PoRTUGAL, vulgarly wrote 
ST. UBES. © One of the cape DE VERD iflands, 4 Capital of sanDINta, 
a x . t 7 anes : 
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of the dead, which is a cuftom yet obferved in the EAST, as I. have had occhfion 
to mention. : 


Mr. THomMas CLAYHILLS, a confiderable perfon in this place, and the only En- 
GLisH merchant, entertained me with great hofpitality and politenefs, during my 
fhort abode in this city, which was only one day. . ; 


Tue 19th, we reimbarked, with a gentle gale at north eaft, and advancing 
about four leagues, we pafféd by rocovikorr, which has an open entrance and 
deep water, proper for thips of war. Thefe are advantages ReveL does not enjoy, 
for which reafon the russtans talk of making their chief harbour in this place, bur 
it will require a confiderable expence of timber. The 2oth we reached the height 
of GoTanp: this ifland is about feventy miles long and twenty broad in the 
middle part, falling near to a point at both ends. It has eighteen towns and 
villages, about four miles diftance from each other: it belongs to the SWEDES, and 
was formerly very rich, but has in time of war been often plundered by their 
enemies ; fo that the inhabitants are notin the moft flourithing conditions The 
22d, we pafied by the russtan flect in the night. The next day we had hard 
gales of wind; I was furprized that the mafter kept no account of his run, but ~ 
he always guefitd right when we fhould fall in with any particular land. The 24th 
in the morning, having run near two hundred leagues from st, PETERSBURG, we 


| | 
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A remarkable occurrence at the mouth of the vistuta. A fhort account of DANT2IC, 
Particularly the great LUTHERAN church, the arfenal, and Sortification,  Reflettions 
on the condudl of count municn at DANTZIG, 


T the mouth of the vistuza we faw a frigate of twenty puns, belonging to 
A the crown of swzpen, the captain of which had that morning thought pr. « 
per to oblige the mafter of an encuiss merchant fhip to ftrike the pendant which 
he wore. ‘The matter thought this an arrogant impettinence of the swepe, and ac. 
quainted all the other mafters of the enctisH veflels with what had pafted; ‘upon 
which they all let pendants fly, in defiance of the swevz. He perhaps was more 
in the right not to contend with them, than our people to trifle with a diftinétion 
which is the prerogative of the nation; I mean the refpect paid the royal thips of 
GREAT BRITAIN, as diftinguifhed by pendants, I could not help reflecting upcn 
what little incidents national animofities often arife, and how critical fome conjunce. 
tures are, in which a right judgment is required, that authority may neither Be de- 
filed, nor ftrained beyondits due limits. ; 


Fffe2 AFTER 
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, : : 
Arrer a ftormy night and extreme fea ficknefs, I took my leave of the fhip with 
great fatisfaction, in order to purfue my journey by Jand. The visruLa has two 
branches up to paNTzic, of which the deepeft is formed into a canal, and 
machines are employed to deepen it by moving the mud; but vefiels drawing more 
than ten and a half feet muft load at the mouth of the river. There is a caftle 
about two-ENCLIsH miles from the town, which in itfelf does not appear to be 
ftrong, though the fhallownefs of the water, and the boom which is fet every night, 
anfwers the purpole of defence for which it was intended, From the caftle we went 
up to the town in a TRECK scHuyte, which plies at ftated hours. é 


“THe houfes in sanrzic are for the moft ‘part of five ftories, which makes the 
flreets appear the narrower, efpecially as the entrance into the houfes is by four or 
five ftone fteps, and a balcony, both which make a projection of ten or twelve 
feet. ‘hey are very antient and ftrong, and preferved clean, after the manner of 
the HOLLANDERS, though with lefs nicety. 5 the number and cleannefs of their glafs- 
windows have an elegant elect. Many of the ftreets are planted with wild chef- 
nut-trees about thirty feet high, which by the fpreading of the leaf, afford an agree- 
able fhelter. ‘Thefe trees are well known to have a large white flower, which rifes 
pyramidical, and makes a very agreeable appearance : but the inhabitants are more 
agreeable than the houfes. The women are much Jike the excutsu in their ftarure, 
countenance and air: they have the reputation of being handfome, and ‘indeed they 
are as much fo as any I have feen, except thofe whom they moft refemble. The 
bad ones make a market of their beauty, in the worft manner, in the neighbouring 
countries, where they are remarkably eminent in a profeffion which 3s apt to con- 
vert beauty into deformity, and health into difeafe. Women of diftinétion affect 
the manner of the pours; fo that the moft refpectful way of faluting a lady, is to 
_kifs her hand, if one does not chufe to go fo low as the hem of her pettycoat, as 
practifed by the common potts. ‘Thus what is politenefs here, is an affront at NA- 
“pies, as the young GERMAN lately experienced, whofe wig was ruffed by the fair 
hand of a lady. 


Iw this place is an ENGLISH factory. - 1 was received with great marks of kind- 
nefs and hofpitality by Mr. GipBERT ROBERTS, and his nephew Mr. wiLLiaM 
“popERTS, and with no lefs politenefs by Mrs. crason, who was lately charged with 
the affairs of thy BRITISH court, They live here much after the manner of 
ENGLAND, and | ave regular clubs. I was very agreeably lodged in the BEGINE 
sTRASs, at a hoi (e frequented by feveral perfons of the beft diflinétion, where we 
were often entertained with POLISH mufic performed by Jews. : 


Ir ‘is eafy to obferve a republican fpirit prevail in this great trading city, and 
fome efforts have been made to eftablifh this form of government; but the pro- 
teétion of the crown of poranp, under which it now is, and the animofities and 
intrigues of fome of the citizens, rather throw them back than advance them in 
this point. 1 found the people here in great difcord, occafioned by fome arbitrary 
“meafures of the magiftracy, which had been oppofed by the burghers. The 
yeferring the affair to the court at WARSAW would infallibly fubject both parties 


2 
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to a heavy expence, and weaken that degree of independency which they had’ Jong 
enjoyed’, As this city has been more than. once in danger of becoming the 
prey of a conqueror, {uch feuds are fo much more to the difhonor of the inha~ 
ditants, : me 


Tats town is above three enous miles in circumference, and well fortified 
with lofty works, and a double ditch of water; the part where it is weakett on 
the weft fide, can be eafily laid under water. Thele works require twelve or 
fifteen hundred men to perform the common duty of a guard; but the town 
at prefent cannot afford above feven hundred. By the civil behaviour of thefe foldiers 
to ftrangers, one may eafily obferve a diftinStion between troops in the immediate 
. Pay of citizens, and of thofé under crowned heads, 


Amone the curiofities which engaged my attention moft, was the great LUTHE- 
Raw church, which they reckon to be above three hundred years old. The wars 
' of Germany, which at length eftablithed proteftantifm in this city, have not how- 
ever much changed the face of this church, for it was agreed by treaties to leave 
-it in the fame manner as in the times of popery, as to crucifixes, images, and 
pictures, &c. They thew a very curious piece of painting on wood, being a 
reprefentation of the refurreétion, done by van Eyck, about the year one shoulend 
four hundred. It is muth admired by all connoiffeurs, particularly for the hands 
and faces. They. fay it is one of the firft performances in oil colours: the 
colouring, by the ftrength of the varnith, is yet perfect, and fo delicate that it will 
bear the niceft infpeétion. Our faviour is here reprefented in judgment, with the 
fword of juftice, and the laurel of peace. On each fide of fim are ranged the: 
apoftles ; and below him, as upon the eart » the archangel mrewaegy in armour, 
fupporting a ballance.. On the fide which preponderates, is a man with his throat 
Cut, on the other the perpetrator of this aét, whom the devils are ready to receive, 
They are fuppofed to have_ been two brothers, who were both painters, and that 
¢*vy induced one to deftroy the other. On the right fide of the archangel micHat 
a: the bleffed, of whom a greet number are entering in proceffion into the gates of 
haven,’ reptefented. by all the. moft enlivened embellithments of archite@ure,’ 
The angels are hovering over the architraves of the columns; the ferenity of the- 
countenances on one fide, and on the other the horror and defpair, with the variety, 
of figures of devils in hideous forms, render this piece very entertaining, 


Tue arfenal contains a good collection of arms, but, as in moft places of the like 
nature, it has alfo many which are old and ufelefs. They pretend to be matters 
of one hundred and fifty large brafs cannon, of which I ‘faw fome faid to weigh 
each fifteen thoufand pounds. ‘The arms of this city are two crofizs under a ducal. 
crown, {upported by two lions. 


Wiruin the double works which defend the town, is a fpacious walk, and aroad . 
for coaches: my curiofity carried me to the exterior parts to view the hillock, under- 
which are depofited the bodies of near five thoufand russtans, who in one morn- 

ing 
> 


* This’ affair was at length fettled, but not without the expence of fome shoufands, 
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ing. fell ‘by an obftinate attack commanded by count municu. The DANTzIGERS 
‘in 1734, having efpoufed the caufe of sTANISLAUS in his competition with aucus- 
rus elector of sAxony, procured a garifon of foreign troops, to the number of ten. 
‘thoufand men. General Lacy, who commanded the Russian troops which were 
fent in behalf of avcustus, knew the fituation of the town, and that the point 
jn view by no means required a great hazard of the RusstAN army, as the DANT- 
“ZIGERS mutt neceffarily fubmic and abandon STANISLAUS. The count however 
reprefented Lacy to the RUSSIAN court as timorous and inaétive, and defired the 
command of the army, engaging to take the town immediately ; he was accord- 
ingly fent thither, and made the attack with as great fury as he did afterwards 
in the TURKISH war at oTczaKow. In this attack at DaNTz1G he was not con-. 
{trained by any neceffity, as in the other cafe: without the leaft breach being. 
made, he marched his men over a ditch againft a work near thirty feet high, | 
-almott perpendicular, and againft a numerous and well-ordered garrifon ; fo that 
of a very conliderable body only about half a dozen men ever mounted the ram- 
part, and thefe were driven back immediately, the ditch being filled with dead 
-bodies. This general has performed many feats of arms, and acquired a diftin- 
guifhed reputation ; but it is generally thought he wanted one quality which is 
eMfential to the character of a great general, as well as a great man, I mean 
humanity and tendernefs for his foldiers. They fay that sranistaus was fo much 
alarmed at thefe fierce attacks, that he was apprehenfive of falling into the hands 
of the enemy, and that an old porrsn lord obtained a pafs for himfelf, and his 
lady, of the russtan general, and then gave it to the king, to whom he com- 
“mitted the care of his wife, by which means STANISLAUS made his efcape without 
interruption. 


RR 
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A general view of the trade of DanTzic. The nature of their imports and exports. 
An account of the coins, weights and meafures in ufe in that city. . 


HE moft confiderable part of the trade of pawTziG confifts in corn, which 

-the PoLANDERS bring down the vistuza in large flruzes or barks, which _ 
carry in bulk about fifty tuns ENGLISH. Thefe barks generally come down annually 
in very plentiful years, to the number of one thoufand fix hundred. They reckon 
by lafts of eleven EnGLIsH quarters ; the grain is fmall, but the red fort often fells 
for one hundred and eighty pouisu gilders the latt, and rye about half this value, 
As thefe cargoes are often expofed to th: weather, it isa cuftom to fpread their 
fails on the banks of the river, and dry their corn on them. They alfo export bees- 
wax annually to near one thoufand fchippounds, for which they often get the price 
of three hundred gilders per fchippound. Narrow linens of about twenty one 
inches broad, and facking of different qualities for bags and imbalage, are alfo 
3 : exported 
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exported to a great amount?; alfo pot-ath *, weed-afh*, and pearl-ath; this laft is 
calcined, and takes its name from its colour. Pipe-ftaves are alfo a confiderable 
article, and oak-plank, of which the greateft part is four inches thick, fixteen to 
twenty inches broad, and fifty feet long‘. This fpecies of timber will not ftaid 
the weather fo well as ENGuisu oak, but under the water is efteemed equal. 


Tuey import iron from swepen, to the quantity of one thoufand five hundred 
or two thoufand tuns, but of the woollens and other manufactures of ENGLAND, an 
inconfiderable quantity. The laws of commerce are very ftrict to prevent one 
foreigner from felling to another, or to refell to any other burgher than to the 
perfon he bought of, which muft neceflarily cramp the trade very much. Prrer 
the creat made a law to the fame purpofe for sv. PETERSBURG, and it is yet 
unrepealed ; but the government. knows very well, that to inforce the execution 
mutt be extremely prejudicial, and contrary to the maxims of all wife ftates. Even. 
in Dan‘rzic in the time of the rate, which fell out during my ftay, all ranks and, 
degrees of people are admitted free, to fell what, and to whom they pleafe, 


Poxanp abounds in yews, {aid to be of the tribe of BENJAMIN °: whatever triba, 
they are of, they appear as defpicable as any people in the world; yet their. 
acutenefs and induftry have given them an eftablifhment, in which it is the interett 
both of the lords and the clergy to fupport them ; for the trade which they carry on, 
enables them to pay an intereft of ten per cent. per annum for large fums. 


Tuey keep their accounts here-in gilders, grofch and phennigen, a ducat palling - 
for 8 gilders 6 grofch. 


THE CURRENT MONEY HERE IS. 


3. Shillings, or 18 phennigen. —~ — — grofch, 

,38 Groh ---— — — — _ ditkin. . 

2 Ditking — — — — _ _ , fixer. 
Sixers — — — —. -— — _. ; tymph. . 


3 
72 Grofh — — — 1 ach de halber.- 
4 Achdehalbers —- — — 2; gilder. 
A current dollar is.3 gilders, and a fpecie dollar 4 gilders., ae 
Herz are alfo, half, whole, 2 gilders, and 4 gilders pieces, of which the laft+ 
is a FRENCH crown of. Lewrs XIV. efteemed the belt money current, when ‘they 
«have not been in the hands of the Jews. Pottsa coin fells from 1 to 2 per 
cent. advance. The exchange is ufually 280 to 290 grofch per pound rLemisi 
Banco. Koenrnssure draws.in current money, 1 per mil, according to cuftom, 
being deducted, ; 


WEIGHTS: 


* Some fay near 100;0004. > Sold then-at: 50 f. per {chippound. "© Sold -at 224 
per barrel of 360 lbs. * OF this near 40,cool. value. 

* The porrucugsr yews, who pretend to be of the royal tribe of supau, fa thofe of ro.axn., 
are of the tribe of EPHRAIM. - : 


408 JOURNEY FROM DANTZIG TO BERLIN. Part VIL 


WEIGHTS IN DANTZIG. 


centner. 


120 Dittos — . 
{chippound, or 2 4 hundreds ENGLISH. 


320 Dittos —- — 


g2 Lote — — 1! pound. 
24 Pounds —- — 1! {mali ftone. 
34 Dittos — -—- 1 large ditto. 
— 1 
I 


‘he weight is there 4 per cent. lighter than the enoxisn. A laft of corn is 60 
fheffelt, but of malt go. 


LONG MEASURE. 


12 Inches —- — _ 1 foot. 

2 Fet — — — 1 ell. 
102 Elis pantzic make 50 ells ENGLISH. 
6 Dittos — — — 5 BRABANT ells. 


‘The whole amount of the trade here .is ordinarily computed twelve millions of 
current dollars, on which the duties are about’ feven:-or cigheprr cent. One half 
is called the revenues of the crown, the other the property of the city. This duty 
is paid in alberts rix dollars of four gilders. 


en 


Cc H A PP. LXXXIX. 
The author leaves DANTZIG, and travels through POMERANIA #0 BERLIN. 


AVING paffed a week agreeably in DANTZIG, and provided a chariot, | 
took leave of my friends. The territories of this city weftward extend 
between two and three GERMAN Thiles*: I pafied by the convent of oriva. which 
is two miles from DANTZIG, and famous for the treaty of 1660, when CHARLES 
Gustavus of SweDEN had made a conqueft of almoft all ponanp *. The country 
chus far is agreeable, though the {oil feems to be very mean. We paffed through a 
{mall tract of PoLisH PRussta, where the road is exceeding bad, and the inhabitants 
poor to a degree of mifery- : 7 
At puneMmorse, which is five miles from DANTZIG, Wwe entered PRUSSIAN 
pomeranta, where the face of things begins to change much for the better. 
From thence we travelled on to WUTZEN, five miles farther: and paffing through 
Luppow and feveral forefts of thrub oaks, we proceeded three miles further to 
sTOLPE, This is a fmall city, but full of houfes, and furrounded with corn and 
aoe : meadow 
2 Thefe computed cenman miles are in fome places four, in others five miles ENGLISB: the 


miles which I mention in the profecution of this work are GERMAN miles. 
» His fon cuanes XI. made the peace juft after the death of his father. 
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meadow lands, where the inyabitants feem to wear their chains with great chearfpl- 
nefs and elegance. The common people have a little fmattering of the rrencH 
language. In this place were quartered three fquadrons, each of one hundred 
Hussars, In entering, as well as going out of this town, I was queftioned from 
whence I came, my bufinefs, and where I was going : this is practifed to all travel- 
lers in all the towns through the prusstan dominions ; and as it is performed in a 
regular manner, it ferves, among other good politics, to fupport a greater fenfe of 
watchfulnefs and military difcipline. 


From stoupz to scutave is three miles, over an open pleafant country of. 
arable lands indifferently well inkabited ; but the foil through all this country is 
fandy, fo that it can produce but flender crops. The peafants however enjoy the 
advantage of working their lands with lefs labour. In this place were quartered 
one hundred nussars. 


FRoM ScHLAVE to CoESLIN is five miles, the road being agreeable in all re- 
fpeéts, except the fands. This place was not many years fince burnt down, and is 
now rebuilt with elegance and regularity, but with great parfimony, which indeed 
the circumftances of the people render abfolutely neceffary. In the market-place 
is a ftone ftatue of the late king. From cogstrn to KoERLIn is three miles, and 
thence to Pinnow four. ‘ : 


Tue 2d of auguft I arrived at NeuGERTEN, four miles farther; here I found 
no Hussars, as in the other towns, but a company of dragoons. ‘T'he weather 
was difagreeably hot, or my inclinations would have carried me to stETin, the 
trade of which is confiderably increafed fince the prefent king came to the throne. 
Merchandize is from thence carried up the opER to BRESLAU and other places. 
1 left it about five miles to the fouth-weft, and paffing through massou, I travelled 
four long miles to srarcaRp, the metropolis of pruss1AN POMERANIA. In 
this place there is a cathedral church of great antiquity, built of brick: there are 
allo three reformed churches, in one of which the fervice is performed in FRENCH 
every funday. Here all appeals are made by the feveral diftriéts of the country, 
not under the. immediate jurifdiction of the magiftracies of the different towns, In 
this place was quartered a regiment of infantry, commanded by prince maurice 
p'annaLT, which made a fine appearance. From thence to pyairz is three miles. 
‘This town is furrounded by an antient fortification, and has a very large brick 
church ; here were quartered five companies of the saunswick regiment. 





Tue 3d, I arrived at koenrnssura, a fmall town on the oper: it has a very 
pompous church, embellifhed by the late king at a confiderable expence, with a 
fine organ, and feveral images of the apoftles and angels. From thence I travelled 
three miles to ANGERMUND, paffing over the apzR on’ a bridge of timber. On 
the north bank is a ftately palace and garden of the margrave of scnwept, with a 
very neat town of the fame name adjacent. The avenue to the bridge and town is 
thrown up between meadow lands; it‘is paved, and planted on cach fide with 
willows, as the other fide of the town is with wild chefnuts, which intercept the 
view of corn and tobacco fields. Near this place'I pafléd by the bodies of two 

Vou. I.- ; Ggeg male- 
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milefaétors who had been broken on the wheel: I obferved near every town a 
gallows erected on an eminence ; but the good government of this country renders 
executions very rare. 


Tne palace of the margrave makes the more ftriking figure, as it is the only 
objeét which has the appearance of grandeur or tafte, in the road quite from DANT- 
zic; for in this country, men of family and fortune-all flock. to court, and the 
great article of agriculture, which is the fource of their fupport, derives no im- 
provement from their perfonal attendance. ; 


Ts 4th, I went from aANCERMUND to NEUST EBERSWALD, three miles: the 
roads are extremely heavy with fand. From thence to. BERNAU three miles: here, 
as in NEUST EBERSWALD, were five companies of foldiers. This laft place has a 
very large church built with brick, faid to be eight hundred years old. From. 
BERNAU tO BERLIN js three miles; near this capital the face of things improves, 
but in no eminent degree: here are no enclofures to beautify the profpect, nor 
foil to exhibit that perpetual verdure which ENGLAND enjoys. From DanTzic to 
BERLIN is fifty-feven GERMAN miles, which are ordinarily computed equal to two 
hundred and fifty ENGLISH miles. - 





GW AP xe 


The author arrives at BERLIN. Great preparations for amufement, Several learned 
men at the Prussian: court. A fhort account .of the palace. The king’s library 
and cabinet of. curiofities. Romiss chapel. Palace of MON BIJOUX, &e. 


ELE entrance into perutn is airy and elegant; the ftreets are regular and 

clean, and the houfes uniform. . In going towards the palace on the ponT- 
NEUF, or new bridge of ftone which is over the sPREE, is the equeftrian ftatue of 
FREDERICK WILLIAM the GREAT, which is eftcemed.a piece of exquifite workman- 
fhip ; it was erected by rrepericx I. king of prussta, who alfo built the pa- 
lace, the magnificence of which ftrikes very muc’, A ‘foldier attended me from 
the gates to my lodging, according to cuftom, in order to examine my baggage. 


AmusEMENT being the idol of mankind, efpecially in courts and great towns, 
* 2 was not furprized to find this city full of bufy, pleafant countenances. The king 
was preparing fome grand fpectacles for the entertainment of FREDERICK Margrave 
of BAREITH, who is married to his eldeft fitter, and of FREDERICK WILLIAM, Mar- 
grave of scHWEDT, who is married to his fousth fitter: thefe two princes and their 


conforts were the king’s guctts. 


Tere ‘were feveral perfons here whofe fame for learning and polite literature has 
been’ fpread over EUROPE: among thefe was voLtTarIRe, whole allegiance, as a 
fubject, the king of rRance has yiclded to bis pRussIAN majefty. The liberal 

: ve ae : praifes 
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praifes he had beftowed on the excursi nation were/now fuppreffed, as not likely 
to advance his intereft at the pRussian court*, Baron pounitz, author of the 
memoirs ® known by his name, was alfo there; likewife PELOTIER, author of the 
hiftory of the centes*®. But no perfon among the literati is more amiable than 
doctor LrzserKyN, with whom I had the honor of being intimately acquainted. 
He is diftinguithed for his great fkill in phyfic and natural philofophy, which 
he learnt moftly in. encLanp and HOLLAND. He has alfo ftudied anatomy with 
indefatigable induftry, and with a large and unpromifing hand, has performed the 
niceft things imaginable in the fine parts of the body, by injecting them with red 
wax. But his difinterefted practice, the humanity and tendernefs which he has 
always fhewn his patients, and his reat charity to the poor, render him the minjon * 
of the people. Notwithftanding this they do not reward his merits,’ allowing for 
the great difference between rNoLaNp and Prussia, «As a proof of the efteem 
in which the dodtor is at court, though in reality no courtier, the king fpeaking of. 
him, upon a certain occafion, to the FRENCH minifter, ufed thefe words, ** You may ; 
“ fpeak ill of me, and poffibly be heard favorably, but no body will hear re 
“€ BERKYN’S name mentioned with reproach.” Among many perfons of diftin- 
guifhed abilities, the king has brought from paris Mr. scumipt, one of his own 
fubjects, who in the art of engraving has hardly a fuperior. 

Wirtu regard to the curiofities of BERLIN, the firft object that ftrikes one is the 
king’s palace*: one of the fides of the interior fquare of this building is no ways 
equal to the reft, being the old apartment once inhabited by the king’s grandfather, 
which has not been yet rebuilt, as was intended, when the plan of this fuperb 
ftrugture was formed. The walls of the grand front are not lefs than feven or eight 
feet thick 5 fo that the rooms, not receiving fufficient light from the windows, are 
fhown to great difadvantage. 


"Tis a pleafure to obferve the great ceconomy of this court, as well that which 
has prevailed in former times, as in the prefent reign. The apartments in the 
_ palace are adorned wich filver in every fhape, but fo maffy that the fathion of it 
romes to no more than feven per cent. fo that about four millions of dollars might. 
be realifed wich great eafe, whenever the exigencies of the ftate fhould require. 
Flere is the pi&ure of cuarres V. and his emprefs, the frames of which are of 
filver, each weighing fix centners *, and there. is a grand crown luftre of feventeen 
centners, There are allo pieces of three, four-or five centners, to the number of 
above one hundred and fitty; likewife a mufic gallery adorned in a grand tate all 
of filver ; and one end of a large apartment, for about twenty feet high and as 
many broad, is richly furnithed with gilded plate. All this is merely for parade ; 
the court has other fervices of plate for ufe. ; 


Ggga. Tar 


.* He has however made honorable mention of the zvaursu, in his late piece called The age of 
Lewis XIV. » 'Thefe memoirs give a good idea of the perfons mott ditinenithed in Eugopean 
Courts twenty years ago. : © Antient pritons, who tranfplanted. themfelves from this ifland 

plo BRITAINY, and to this day retain much the fam language as the wetcn. 
« ‘Vhey call it the CHATEAU, or caitle, * A centner is one hundred and ten pounds. 
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Tue king’s particular apartments, though elegant, have nothing extraordinary, 
the prevailing tafte is white ftoco and gilding, The pidure of figmiora DARBERING 
4s in feveral of the chambers, more, 1 believe, for the love he bore her as a fine 
dancer, than as a woman; for fhe no fooner gave herfelf the airs peculiar ta. 
people of her profeffion, than he convinced her that his heart was poffeffed by objects 
of a more important nature, leaving her to purfue her own pleafure. Several of 
the private apartments have tables, with pens, ink, and loofe papers, which indicate 
the difpatch of bufinels, more than the regularity and elegance one naturally expects. 
to find in a royal palace. The hall has feveral good paintings, and the grand faloon 
is adorned with four pieces of tapeftry, reprefenting our Saviour driving out the 
“money,changers, his wafhing of feet. the draught of fith, and his laft fupper. The 
throne in the audience-chamber is of velvet, embroidered with gold, in a grand 
tatte, but not loaded with ornaments. ‘Phere is nothing extraordinary in any’ of 
. the apartments of the old quarter of the palace, except 2 bed of crimfon velvet, 
which has above two hundred cyphers with ele€toral crowns, all fet with pearls ; 
the chairs in the room are in the fame tafte. In this bed it is ufual to lodge perfons 
of the royal blood on their marriage-night. The arfenal forms one fide of the 
palace, and is an elegant ftruéture, buc it has rather too great a profufion of 
ornaments : it is faid to be well furnifhed; however, as great part of the arms were 
{ent into siczsra, and I muft have gone through fome troublefome ceremonies, I 
declined vifiting it. ; 


From the palace I went to the library, which would be deemed a mean apartment 
for a common fchool.. Thofe who make the appearance of gentlemen have the 
liberty to read there from ten in the morning till two in the afternoon. Here is a 
collection of bibles, to the number of five hundred, of different languages and 
editions. SauRen’s paraphrafe of the bible in FRENCH is alfo here in five volumes 
folio, compleated by BEAUSOBRE in the UNITED Provinces: it has fine copper 
plates, and is a work much efteemed. . The firft volume has the arms of ENG- 
LAND, having been prefented by king GEORGE I. to his late prussran majefty. 

_ Among many others they fhow the identical bible which CHARLES 1. ufed when 
he was beheaded ; it was given as a kind of relic by doétor JuxTON to the elec- 
tor of BRANDENBURGH. ‘There is alfo the firtt bible ever printed in AMERICA, 
and one of 1450, the firft printed in the GERMAN language. They alfo thow the 
khoran in manufcript in'a {mall o€tagon, the charatter fo minute, and the paper 
fo thin as to form only the bulk of one inch and a half; befides feveral folio ma- 
nufcripts on religion, morals, politics, &c. faid to have been compofed by cardinal 
MAZARIN. ¢ 

Tur cabinet of curiofities contains very few diftinguifhed rarities ; the moft 
remarkable, as they appeared to me, are the following: a marble cuPip much 
admired ; two cannon balls, which meeting in the air, the warmth of the iron’, 
and the violence of their motion, united them together : an oak with ftag’s horns 3 
the ftag having been hunted with ‘great violence, ran his horns into a young tree, 
and there expired ; and the tree growing, the horns at length appeared as a natural 
production. | a ‘ 

: OAS 

_ Pethaps they were made hot, as is {ometimes practifed, if it is really fat that they met and joined. 
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Ass. there is tio’ art “but the king affects fome knowledge of’ it, the new chapel 
was defigned by himfelf: it is neat and commodiovs, but too low to be either 
grand or elegant. The pulpit is in the modern grotefque tafte, and too lofty for 
the height of the building. The roof is fupported by a double row of pillars, 
*which dividing the chapel incréafe the appearance of its length. This place is. 
intended as a royal jepulchre, and has already fome tombs of the king’s prede- 
ceffors. The roms chapel, fo much talked of in all proteftant countries, was 
“not near compleated, the fund being almoft exhaufted. --As we make our hofpitals, 
more grand than our palaces, the RoMaNnists generally make their churches built 
by charity, the moft magnificent of any other. -This ftructure is not large, but 
richly ornamented. : 


Mow srjou is appointed for the refidence of the queen mother, who is a. 
fitter of his majefty the king of Great sritain. This is a little palace on the 
SPREE, the apartments’ of which are fmall, but elegantly furnifhed. . There is 
a pretty gallery of blue and white cuina porcelain, and an apartment called the 
Kitchen, with feveral rich pieces of saxon porcelain, The queen. mother being . 
now in her fixty-fourth year, fpends.a great part of her time in her. ftudy, and 
has a good collection of books. % The object that ftrikes the eye moft in this - 
little palace, is the picture of a lady, called 'La BELLE PARISsIENE 3 her adven- 
‘tures may be beft known by the novel under the fame name. It is certain: her 
charms captivated the -heart of a great prince, whofe memory is revered by the 
BRITISH nation. ‘Fhe gardens of. tais palace. are fmall, but proportioned .to. the: 
fize of the building. 


Tue moft elegant modern-edifice is the opera houfe; the: fcenes: are fplendid, . 
and of an. exquifite tafte, but the want of a painted cieling and other flanding, 
ornaments, render the interior part Jefs pompous than the exterior, ‘The: pillars, 
which fupport the roof, and are calculated to throw the whole into a grand faloon, 
are apt to. obftruct the movements of: the fcenes..; It has: three - galleries, and is 
reckoned to contain above two thoufand perfons. The orcheftra confifts of about 
fifty muficians, the pay of which is moderate. The king is:mote liberal to the 
-“-¥TALIAN. fingers, of whom he had nine or ten ; ASTROA and sALEMBENE were the 
moft diftinguifhed ; but neither of them will amafs a.minifterial eftate; ‘as fome of 
. their profeffion have done in orH#R counrries, which however are now. grown 
wifer..- This amufement is entirely fupported at the king’s expence, and in fome 
degice rendered fubfervient to the ends of his government. -Among-other good. 
politics, he-has learnt the art of rendering him(elf acceptable more by-a polite ad- 
drefs than a profufion of expence.. When asrrua firft fang before him, he afked, 
what her falary was? She told him three thoufand five hundred‘ dollars, « Indeed,” ’ 
faid he, “‘ madam, fuch finging as yours, well deferves four thoufand;’? and ac- 
cordingly he ordered this appointment. 


Tue extreme delight which the king takes in mufic, and the great knowledge he- 
{has of that fcience, have carried this entertainment to a very high perfection. “The - 
“drefles, the {cenes, and the machinery in the opera of pHAETUN, were indeed mott- 

elegant and magnificent. In the upper galleries on each fide of the ftage ‘fix trumpeters . 
are. 





NEXVHL p. 474. 


LT. 


v 









































( 415) 


C H A P, XCI. 


Refleflions on courting the acquaintance of the great. Remarks on the condudl of 

" ENGLISH dravellers abroad. Some account of field marfbal wzrru. A frort deferip~ 
tion of the city of BERLIN. The number, indufiry, and temper of the inbalitants. 
Their coins, exchange, &c, 


i ies conduct of princes as well as of private men, is fubje&t to be direéted 
by perfonal prejudices: of this we have an inftance in the difagreement> 
between the courts of Lonpon and BERLIN. It was obferved that lord MaLTon*, 
who arrived in BERLIN at this time, did not receive that diftinguithed civility which’ 
was due to his quality and merit; if we meafure it by that familiar converfation, 
which is ufual at the prussran court from the king himfelf. The queen mother . 
was indeed extremely courteous to his lordfhip, as well-as to the honourable Mr. 
watson, and not lefs to their companion, the agreeable and humane colonel ror- 
RESTER. 


. Tus young nobleman being remarkably fober, and his charadler in all refpects 
very amiable, I thought it my duty, efpecially as he was in the fame inn, to pay 
him and his companions my refpeéts; and they were fo polite as to return my vifit, 
I cannot fay, however, that I approve of the conduét of thofe who are forward in 
courting great acquaintances, of whom they ftand in no needs on the contrary, 
this incident afforded me an occafion of reflecting, what ftrangers fome men are 
to their own happinefs and dignity, who are contented’ to be little among the 
Great, in hopes of being great among the LirTiz, efpecially .fuch as launch 
into a dangerous expence on this account. Men of high birth and large fortunes, 
who are alfo diftinguithed for politenefS of manners and improved underftandings, 
become indeed a kind of oracles; but the enjoyment of their company by perfons 
in another fphere, fhould be confidered as a feaft not fought for, but to which we 
might occafionally accept an invitation. Gentle paffions, and moderate enjoy- 
ments, in the track of religion and common fenfe, are things always within our 
seach, and certainly produétive of the end we aim at. What a folly is it then to | 
run hazards in fearch of the mere fhadow of felicity? The generality of thofe who 
figure in the higheft ranks of life, by an almoft necefiary confequence have their 
titles and-eftates ingrafted into their thoughts; nor can they with more confiftency 
converfe with thofe who are neither dignified with titles, nor equal to them in fortune, 
than the Jearned can be fuppofed fond of the converfation of the illiterate; though 
there are doubrlefs many exceptions. Men who know the world and themfelves, — 
fhould confider how far the admonition’ of a very wife man on this fubject is as 
true now as it was two thoufand years ago. Under abfolute monarchs, the nobles, ° 
though flaves, partake of a defpotic authority, and are often difpofed to infolence 
when the proudeft lord in a free country can be better held within bounds. In fuch 
a nation, one common freedom creates a certain equality, which ought to be deemed 
more 


» Now marquis of rocxincnamM. . Thirteenth chapter of Ecclefiaflicus, 
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more -valuable than the diftin@tions of fortune or title. Though the admonition I 
have juft referred to, feems to teach a leffon for the ordinary aeconomy of human 
life, yet ic ought by no means to create any general prejudices; becaufe perfons of- 
the higheft diftinétion differ from others of the fame rank, in probity, politenefs, 
and humanity, as men of lower conditions do from perfons of their level. The 
effential quality of charaCters depends not on titles or great eftates; thefe indeed, 
like a tich jewel fet with art and elegance, give virtue a luftre, which in the eyes 
of common mortals, would not appear fo well through any other medium, 
therefore they are ufeful to the fociety in this refpeét, as well as from the due 
fubordination arifing from them. I remember an advertifement for the fale of a 
-houfe, which the proprietor thought to recommend by its neighbourhood to a Jord ; 
whilft another publithed his, as entitled to a preference, becaufe it was twenty miles 
-diftant from the habiration of any nobleman. Perhaps they were both equally mif- 
taken, if they intended to give any inftruction. one 


Witu regard to EnctLisH travellers, it has been generally remarked, that few 
people in the world are more deficient in politenefs and mutual regards as country-~ 
men, when they atcidentally meet abroad; whilft the scots fhew ¥® particular 
affe€tion to each other, fometimes even to excite a jealoufy a little injurious to 
the common intereft of both nations, We are indeed but one and the fame people: 
1 am not able to feparate the idea by any other reflection than that which I have 
juft mentioned. Their conduét naturally arifes from their circumftances, as being 
the leffer nation of the two, and not fo affluent in point of wealth. It ought to 
be prefumed, that when the diftinétion fhall be more loft, their conduc at large 
will be as generous, as it has been political, We may likewife hope that induftry 
and arts will be encouraged amongft them fo as to render them in no refpects inferior 
to the inhabitants of the other parts of the ifand. It is plain they excel in a national 
affection for each other; nor do their colder regions difquality them for friendhhip, 
as I know by experience. 


As to the indifference of the enciisn, it may arife from a national pride; from 
a referve peculiar to us; or perhaps, from that general commerce we have in all 
parts of the world, which makes us always at home; or, in fine, from a jealoufy 
of making acquaintance abroad, which we do not chufe to continue at home. 
Whatever the caufe or effeét may be, it feems a duty, upon the principle of national 
policy, to take every favorable opportunity of fhewing a proper refpect abroad, to 
thofe who are moft diftinguifhed at home; for this plain reafon, that foreigners muft 
coriceive a mean opinion of our union and national love, from whence our. impor- 
tance is fuppofed to be, in fome meafure, derived, when they obferve that we fhow 
no fort of regard for one another. 


I wap more than once the mortification of hearing ftories, to the difadvantage of 
fome of our countrymen of fortune, who travel for improvement. I knew an 
inftance of one who was recommended to a certain merchant of very great con- 
fequence: this youth came to him late at night, and, with a certain fiercenefs 
peculiar to young men who have more money than politenefs, demanded the adjuft- 

” ment of ‘his accounts, The merchant very courteoufly defired him to wait till the 
morning, 
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morning, ‘* No,” fays the young man, “ I muft go inftantly out of this damn’d 
“* country of HOLLAND, for] hate the putcH moft damnably.” The merchant, 
who was himfelf a purcuman, faid to him, “ Pray, Sir, why do you hate the 
“ purcH; have you any particular reafon?” “ No,” replied the young gentleman, 
** but I hate them damnablys.-I believe the hatred was born with me.” But in 
oppofition to. this inftance,. we mut do ourfelves the juftice to obferve, that no 
nation produces fuch a contraft.of characters as ENGLAND; for many of our travellers 
are diftinguifhed abroad as men of learning and humanity, poffefled of true politenefs 
and generofity of fpirit, above the people of any country in the world. 


Tue cuftom of perwin, joined to the motive of a fmall acquaintance in Russia, 
induced me to wait on field-marfhal kzrTH, the governor of the city, who received 
me with that politeneis for which he has been always diftinguifhed. This ndbleman’s 
leaving the Russtan fervice, and going into that of prussta, made fome noife in the 
political world. To enter into the reaions of his conduét is not my bufinels; but it 
{eems very eafy to reconcile, if we confider his genius and principles, and the previous 
afurances which it is probable he received, of that kind reception which he has 
experienced in BRANDENBURG. It is prefumed that he is not fo happy as to enter- 
tain the fame fentiments in every refpect of the lawful fovereign of this country *, 
as every unprejudiced perfon mult adopt, whether at home or abroad ; yet from his 
own natural good fenfe and difcernment, he treated the rebellion, even at its height, 
as immeaturably rafh and extravagant ; and {poke of thofe unhappy men who em- 
barked in it, as plunging themfelves into a guiph of mifery: a truth which they: 
very foon felt, the leaft wretched of them fecing themfelves, as they ever will {ce 
themfelves, the dupes of their foreign pretended friends, 


I nave already mentioned the condu@ of count municu: his defperate enterprize 
at OCTZAKOW was warmly oppofed by field marfhal xz1TH, who then ferved in the 
RUSSIAN army under that general, and was ordered upon the attack: a lucky ball 
on the firft onfet taking his knee, he was lamed on this occafion, and carried off that 
icene of flaughter. This general enters deeply and faithfully into the fervice of his 
mafter the king, in commercial as well as military affairs: and the king knows how 
to acknowledge his fervices. Whether he was a fecret {pring of the EMBDEN fcheme, 
as fome fay, I know not; but it is certain he is a great encourager of manufactories. 
Daring this vifit I had an opportunity of feeing a fpecimen of prusstan military 
difcipliae : a common foldier, without any notice, came into the field marfhal’s pre- 
fence, and prefenting his arms in form, delivered a paper. The field marthal bid 
me take notice of the exactnefs of their difcipline, which he him&lf confirmed by his 
inftant gbedience of the fummons. 


Severas, incidents having given mutual offence to the courts of st. PETERSBURG 
and BERLIN, many in both countries frightned themfelves with a notion that thefe 
two powers would engage in a war, efpecially if the swepes fhould fall into the fame 
ideas as the pRussrans ; but this feemed to be but mere talk. The russtans would 
hardly make any offenfive war againft the king of prussra; and this prince is too 
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: . 
wife to engage in a war, where he has no profpeét of advantage.’ Befides there is 
a moral,certainty that fuch a ftep would bring the houfe of austria on his back, 
whillt the Russtans might in the iffue be too hard for him, by the fuperiority of 
their numbers, even though they fhould lofe a battle or two. The prussian 
dominions are open and unguarded, and might eafily be laid wafte by the Tar- 
wars and Cossacks in the Russtan fervice: for this and other like reatons. it may 
be, that his PRussIAN majefty fupports fo numerous a body of HussaRs- 


Tur city of BERLin has. a regular fortification, though not very forntklable; The- 
frequent wars which happen in GERMANY feem to render it an efféntial article to- 
fortify the capitals of fovereign princes, not only as the refidence of their courts, 
but as the place in which a very great portion of their wealth centers. Strangers 
remark, that BERLIN isa little paris, the FRENCH language being almoft as well 
underftood as the GERMAN. ‘This city abounds in elegant ftruétures and regular 
ftreets, and is computed near one third as big as LonDON, yet it. has not above 
one eighth part of the inhabitants ; from whence it may be eafily accounted why 
grafs is found growing in many of their capital ftreets.. The inhabitants were for- 
merly computed at eighty thoufand; now they are reckoned one hundred and ten 
thoufand, including the garrifon of ten thouland : all the prussian. dominions, 
sinesta excepted, hardly contain two millions of people.. 


Tars acquifition of twenty thoufand inhabitants and fubjects is imputed to the: 
good conduct of the king, in granting privileges and lands, fufficient to induce- 
many to eftablifh. themfelves in this capital , and: confidering this country is fo. 
extremely defpotic, and military, without any foreign trade, and furrounded by 
neighbours who want little or nothing of them, manufaétories here may be faid to 
flourifh. They make woollen cloth fufficient for the army and great part of their- 
home confumption; and sizesra is well known to produce a great fupply of 
linnens, which are fent all over Europe, and alfo to america. Their export of. 
woollen cloth to Russia was once confiderable, but at prefent is very fmall. So 
many thoufands of FRENCH manufacturers having found protection in this country, 
gold and filver lace, and wrought filks, are hardly. ta be bought in any place fo. 
cheap :- they talk of prohibiting thofe of FRANCE. 


Humanty fpeaking, nothing is fuperior to induftry.. We often find that things 
which appear contrary to nature, are brought to perfection by perfeverance and. 
labour. Indeed I was furprifed to learn, that the Environs of BERLIN produced 
Four hundred pounds weight of raw filk; and fome of the courtiers who efpoufed 
— commercial fchemes moft, flattered themfelves that the climate would admit of a 
large’ production of this kind’; to me it appears next to impoffible: and though 
the king has taken-the manufattories of filk into his own hands; {till this does not 
promife that faccefs.which they expect. Some of the people moft interefted this. 
way, endeavoured to perfuade- me, that whilft we were debating in ENGEAND about: 
the reduétion of duties.on CHINA Taw filk, the rRencH had taken their meafures 
to monopolize this. commodity in that empire*; and it was not difficult te difcern 

oe a > from 
The event feems to prove that they were very much miftaken. 
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from hence how much they incline to the FRENCH intereft, whilft the FRewcu fecret.. 
ly with to {ee the wings of the prussian eagle clipt. : 


THe exchange in BERLIN is ordinarily about one hundred and thirty-four of their 
dollars for one hundred rix dollars in amsteRDAaM. They keep their accounts in’ 
‘dollars, goede grofchin, and phenigen. j 

18 Phenigen — —~ — —. — ‘41, goede grofchin. 
24 Goede grofchin — ——- — — y dollar. 

Tuy reckon § dollars to a louis d’or, and 6 dollars 1 ENGLISH guinea, 2 3 

dollars 1 ducat full weight. . : 


. 


. Tue people here were extremely diftreffed with variety of coins, fome of which 
_ Were very bafe; but the king has found means to ‘run of a great part of it, and 
~eftablith the currency of his own coin only, in order to have a large fupply for the 
benefit of trade, and the fecurity of his fubjeéts property, 


‘3 : : : 
C H A P. XCil 


Roffections on the charaéters of princes. Early genius of the king of prussta, A ge- 
“neral view of bis dijpofition, A defeription of his perfon and manner of life. - Some 
Samiliar flories relating to him. His great tafte and delight in mufic. 


Tis a tafk delicate, if not daring, to attempt, during the. lives of princes, to 
draw even the outlines of their chara@ters. Men are never without blemifhes, 
which, to correct in themfelves and others, is the important bufinefs of life: but 
the daftardly fears, or vicious: felf-love of the guardians and teachers of princes, 
have often prevented the growth of thofe virtues in men born to empire, which 
might truly confticute them the vicegerents of the Almighty,-and make the world 
happy. The enormous power vefted in fome princes, which they often direct as 
thunderbolts at the heads of: their own fubjeéts ; or, what is as bad, at the heads 
of other nations, would certainly be employed in another manner, if their minds 
were more improved, and their hearts better directed to objeéts, worthy their rank 
ag men, as well as kings. But inftead of infpiring princes, from their infancy, 
with thofe godlike fentiments of mercy and benevolence, which ought to be infepa- 
rable from power and command; how often are their propenfities to evil nourifhed, 
till they take root too deep to be extirpated! Thus it happens, that kings, confidered 
fimply as men, are fometimes great objects of compaffion, ; 


In countries where men have ExcLUDED THEMSELVES from the common bounties 
of providence, and groan under an arbitrary power; though the prince had as 
many vices as drew down fire on sopom, it is not uncommon to amufe him with 
flattering appellations, as if he had virtues enough to tranflate him to heaven: at 

Hhhe the 
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the time nothing can be more obvious than this, that trie greatnc{s of mind 
would add to their glory, more than ail the external accidents of royalty. 


_ In the happy ifland of GREAT BRITAIN we think like men; we know how to 
value the virtues of a prince, but we dare alfo to fpeak of their vices,’ whenever 
they become hurtful to the ftate. This privilege docs indeed deceive’ fome, into 
a behaviour inconfiftent with found politics, and true religion : - forgetting the 
refpect that is due to the fupreme magiftrate, they convert the blefling into a curfe. 
‘As in friendfhip between man and man, we can with no confiftency allow ourfelves 
to fpeak of the failings of others, without great tendernefs; fo with regard to 
princes, though we keep within the letter of the law, a wanton indulgence of our 
tongues mutt weaken that Jove and refpeét, which is the moft folid foundation of 
fabordination. . Nor ought this to be deemed too nice a diftin@ion or comparifon ; 
much lefs productive of that blind homage which prepares mens minds for flavery. 
In private life friendfhip can fabfift no jonger than men are kept within certain 
bounds; it ceafes as foon as they arrive to a certain degree of vicioufnefs; fo I 
imagine will the love of fubjeéts towards princes; for human nature being ftill 
the fame, virtue'will for ever be the object which we love and revere. The virtues 
or vices of princes, as of private men, muft ever render them amiable or ungrate- 
ful. But if we look into the hiftory of mankind, and fee how nations have been 
afflifted by the very governments which they eftablith for their fupport, and how 
depraved human nature is; that country has great caufe to be thankful, whofe 
fovereign, whether his power is limited or defpotic, has but rew vices injurious to 
the community; and whofe conduét, in general, is calculated for the fupport and: 
happinefs of his people. : 


Tuus far in excufe of what I fhall fay of the king of prussta. This prince is 
{aid to be no friend to GREAT BRITAIN, according to the prefent fyftem of politics; 
nor may his conduct be in every refpect juftifiable, yet I think he deferves great 
encomiums, There is a pleafure in praifing the worthy, whether they happen to be 
our friends, or not. ; ; 


Freperick Il. king of prussra and elector of BRANDENBURG, was born thé 
-aath of january 1712 *, and began his reign the 31ft of may 1740; fo that he was 
twenty-eight years of age when his father died. He had an early tafte of literature 
and polite arts; and‘fhewed a particular paffion for FRENCH breeding and delicacy 
of manners, in oppofition to the inelegant cuftoms which prevailed at his father’s 
court, It is well known that the late king was a lover of drinking, a vice which 
in few countries is more familiar than in cermany. The prince abominated this 
vice, and particularly the cuftom of {wallowing large draughts of malt liquor. 
This and other correfpondent circumftances at length determined him to epeeia 

; : ather, 


* Con of FREDERICK WILLIAM, by SOPHIA DOROTHEA, the prefent queen dowager, who is fifter 
of his majéfty king crorce HI. As this prince has hardly ever fat for his picture, it is rare to fee a good 
likenefs of him; the plate annexed gives a tolerable idea of his perfon, drefs, and air, though he is made- 
t00 young. 3 ae 
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father, in a fecret manner,:and go, as it was faid he intended, to the ERitisit 
court ; but the attempt was fruftrated, and coft an unhappy gentleman his heagk 


Tr is a doctrine which princes do not fubfcribe to in theory, that ftrength and 
power are the beft rights of the fovereignties of countries; bur I believe it will be 
found upon experience. that more kings are kept in awe by the combinations which 
are formed to reftrain each other’s paifions, and fupport an indepeadency, than by 
a fenfe of moral duties arifing from the common rights of mankind, as founded 
in their original conftitution. Whenever a nation is involved in any deep calamity, 
we may generally obferve, that move ftates are difpofed to diftrefs it farther, than 
to relieve it. If princes reap advantages from the misfortunes in which they fee 
their neighbours involved, when there is no other reafon for their condué but the, 
greater hopes of fuccefs,; may they not be compared to thofe who find the beft 
opportunity to fteal, when an houfe is in flames? It will not follow from any thing 
I have faid, that the king of prussrs had no right to his conqueft of singsra: 
that he has conquered it is moft-certain, and we mu leave to hittorians and cafuilts, 
to determine whether the action was juft or not. oN 
"° Wuen princes are really God’s vicegerents; religion muft be the bafis of their 

government and politics. What notions the prince in queftion has adopted, I know 
not ; he is reputed by many a free-thinker in the worft fenfe of the word; but the . 
rule of his government, and his fuperiority to the vanities and mean gratifications 
of life, do not favor fo harfh a.judgment. Some imagine he adopts 'macHta- 
VELIAN principles, yet the anTI-macuiaven is faid to have been wrote by him, 
or his favorite vo-rarre, in confutation of thofe maxims which ridicule a ftrict 
adherence to equity, and a difinterefted love of mankind. It is a fad truth, how- 
“ever, that with fome exceptions, men of great parts, and particularly thofe in 
eminent life, affecting to move in a higher fphere than common people, and by the 
force of their genius to pry into things which the author of nature never intended 
fhould be the objects of human reafon, fall into groffer delufions than the vulgar. 
Men of this ftamp, obferving the infinite variety of modes of faith, and forms of 
worfhip in the world; together with a long lift of vulgar errors, which in different 
ages and countries have obtained advocates, are led into a perfuafion, that many 
diftinétions which are generally confidered as of eternal importance, are of no 
other confequence than as political engines of government. 


Wiru regard to trade, one might be tempted to think, that commercial projects, 
ina country fo entirely military as prussra, could hardly be brought to any per- 
fetion ; yet if we confider the ftri& difcipline of the prussran army, it is the 
mere eafy to be reconciled. I was well affured at BeRzin, that of ten thoufand 
foldiers in garrifon, not a man had been known for feveral months to have commit- 
ted any violence, or difturbed the tranquillity of the citizens. If the pRuss1an pro- 
ject of trade to the East rnoies takes effect, it is thought the HOLLANDERS will 
feel it more than any other nation; but it is not Jefs the duty of the fubje@s of 
GREAT BRITAIN to withhold that affiftance which the laws ? forbid us to grant. 

: . THERE 
™ As to the infurance of foreign ixpra thips at their firft fetting out; mankind are become very bafe 


in moft countries, and it feems prudent for under-writers to try how a new enterprize of fuch moment 
1s 
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Trzre is one circumftance in favor of his prusstan majefty beyond any othet 

“prince in EUROPE, I mean the great ceconomy of his government and perfonal ex- 

pence. The allowance of his table is but thirty crowns *a day, fifth and wine ex- 
cepted, in which he makes no great expence. ‘ : 


Porspam is the favorite refidence of this prince; here he avoids the empty 
ceremonies of acourt. He fits down to table with twelve perfons, and after his 
own minifters who are moft in favor, are invited, and alfo thofe of foreign princes 
who happen to be at POTSDAM, his officers, even to an enfign, fill up the vacant 
places. Nor is this the only means he employs of recommending himfelf to the 
love of his foldiers: the meaneft officer knows that he fhall be redreffed in any cafe 
“of injuftice ; that wherever his quarters are, he need but write to the king, and 
by the return of the poft he may expect an anfwer, oftentimes wrote by his ma- 
jefty himéelf. In his letters the king fometimes goes fo far as to advife where he 
thinks the party errs in judgment, or is biafled by fome falfe defire : this alfo ren+ 
ders his fervice the more valuable; but a man mutt have a patfion for military affairs 
sto be reconciled to it. His converfation is free and eafy, even to jefting, but he 
‘can pals from the gay to the ferious in aninftant: he fupports his dignity from the 
fear as well as the affeCtion of thofe about him. : 


He requires delicate foods, but eats moderately, and mixes water with his wine: 

he takes spanisu {nuff to excels, fo that his cloaths can fcarce be kept clear of it 5” 
jn this inftance he refembles the great prince zucENe. He ufed to drink liberally 
of champain, and eat rich fruits foaked in ftrong wine: but having been often 
‘affliGted with fevers, he is become abftemious. , 


Iw his perfon he appears rather plump than corpulent ; ‘his face looks full of 
blood ; his countenance is inclined to the penfive, but is very expreffive, indicat- 
ing, in fome meafure, the inceffant labour of his mind. Since the late war he is 
much broken, and ftoops, which takes of from his figure. He often appears in 
‘poots, and always in his regimentals, which are a blue cloth frock with filver 
BRANDENBURGS + and he is mafter only of one change for the winter, and another 
for the fummer. | faw his wardrobe, which is indeed very mean, or very grand, 
according to the impreffion it gives the fpectator. In this particular the king is a 
copy of peTER the GREAT. “ 


His bed, which I particularly obferved at CHARLOTTENBURG, Was ina fmalt 
alcove or niche, confifting only of two mattrefles under the cover of a down quilt, 
without the leaft common ornament or mark of grandeur. He often afks his moft 
familiar acquaintance, if they think the condition of a king above all others the 

: ; moft 


js conduéted, in point of PropiTy, as syell as fkill, before they throw themfelves into the arms of 

thofe, who may be tempted to play tricks, in cafe their bufinefs does not profper.. We may obferve 

farther, that 1F it does not profper, and no inferance is made, or none which proves refponfible, the 

{cheme MicuT be rendered abortive, which is an argument againft inforing. We may alfo add, that in 

2 NATIONAL LIGHT it js abfurd, to infure what we do not defire fhould fucceed ; and this reafon, as far 

as it may be allowed a ood one, is againft the infuring the thips of our enemies, in time of war, 7” 
a Five pounds five fhillings. 
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moit defirable ? and then tells them how eafily they may rectify their fond opinion, 
by obferving what great-labour and attention the duty of a king requires, 


Hz is fo little an obferver of ufelefs forms, that he has rifen from his chair at his 
writing table, and caufed his ingraver to take his place, and write down the orders, 
which he dictated itanding. That he has a fenfe of friendfhip and gratitude, is, 
I think, obvious from a fingular circumftance of his condué during my abode in 
BERLIN, and to a perfon with whom I had the honor of being weil acquainted. 
This is Mr. kerrH, whom I knewin portucat, after he had been obliged to leave 
his country in the late king’s reign, for his devotion to the fervice of his prefent 
majefty. On his return home it was natural for this gentleman to expect a kind 

‘reception: but the king having now adopted other principles, was defirous to 
inculcate the neceffity of obediénce to the fovereign ; however, he allowed Mr. 
KEITH a penfion,, gave him the rank of lieutenant- colonel, and put him near the 
queen mother. At length being well apprized of his real worth, he took cccafion 
to remember his faithful fervant. In the mock-battle which | have mentioned, 
this prince ordered a few trees, to a very inconfiderable value, to be cut down in the 
grounds of madame KNEEPHAUSEN the mother in-law of Mr. kertH, with whom 
alfo the king did not ftand very fair. His majefty feeing Mr. xerra at court the- 
day after, called to him, and in very obliging terms afked him in rrencn, “ Will 
** you do me a pleafure? Carry this. cafket to your mother-in-law, with my com- 

. “ pliments, and here is the key of it? In it were found ten thoufand crowns: 

‘in gold, and a very polite letter to madame KNEEPHAUSEN, recommending Mr, 
KEITH fo her.in the ftrongeft and mott affectionate terms. This incident gained 
the king applauie, in proportion to the great love and efteem which every one has 
for Mr..kerru.; This gentleman is of scorca. extraétion, but his parents, for 

-fome ages, have acknowledged allegiance to the houfe of BRANDENBURG, 


Wsrx regard to filial duties, few private men treat their parents with more 
refpect. than he does his mother, whom he never approaches covered, nor without: 
the higheft expreffions of reverence: when he is in BERLIN. he vifits her every, 
day; nor does he treat his fitters with lefs politenefs. He is civil to his own queen, . 
but notliing more: this is a part of his hiftory which the people do not talk of. 
Tobferved, in the opera-houfe, that he placed the margravine of BAREITH at his. 
right hand; and when he took his leave, retired backwards two or three yards. 
GERMAN ceremonies are in feveral inftances troublefome, and in fome ridiculous. 


- Bestpes his great fkill in mufic, he has a tafte for poetry.. During his campaign,. 
ifthat part of the war which was unfortunate*, after performing all the duties, 
and fuffering all the fatigues of a general in the day, he poffeffed {uch tranquillity 
as to anfwer letters of. pleafure and politenefs, and even to write verfes in the even- 
ing, as 1 was affured by one of his chaplains. His memoirs of the houfe of 
BRANDENBURG, are a proof of his abilities as an author. 


Tus prince pretends alfo to fome knowledge in phyfic. He difputes with his- 
phyficians, and, after hearing their. opinions, generally prefcribes for himfelf.; I 
; ii doz 
“When he retired from. before prince cHaRLES in BOHEMra. ‘ 
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do not fuppoie that this is always the cafe; but he once gave occafion to a certain 
phyfician-to tell him, with that franknefs with which one’ may fpeak to a man of 
fenfe, though a king, ‘* All the world muft acknowledge your majefty underftands 
«« how to govern a kingdom; but give me leave to underftand my profeffion alfo as 
*6 a phyfician.” : 


Turns is another ftory current in pertin, which I apprehend muft have had fome 
foundation, though the circumftances are not very credible. When the difguft 
between the courts of Lonpow and periin ran high, the king upon fome jocofe 
occafion, mentioned a certain great prince in terms not the moft refpectful , to 
which his minifter, who, as the ftory fays, was then prefent, made this pertinent 

* and gallant anfwer; ‘* The king my mafter never rode off the field of battle.” 
This was doing juftice at once to the effential merit and well known valour of the 
prince in queftion ; and reproving the king, for the fault which he committed by 
‘an over folicitude for the fecurity of his perfon, at the battle of Motvirz, where 
he made his firft appearance as a warrior. : : 


Tue great fecret of life, with regard to the execution of much bufinefs of 
whatever kind, is a proper and religious diftribution of the feveral hours of the day. 
Jo man underttands this better than his prusstan majelty : his conttitution having 
fuffered by taking too little reft, he now goes to bed early, and fleeps feven or 
eight hours: by this means he is in a condition to rife early ; and befides the 
Dulinefs of the cabinet and the parade, he can enjoy his favorite pleafures of books 
and mufic, ‘ : 


Ir is amazing to confider a man fo devoted to bufinefs, and yet fo paffionately 
fond of mufic; how far it may contribute to the viRTUE of his mind, I know 
not ; it is certainly no vulgar pleafure. ‘“* Of all the enjoyments of fenfe, fays an 
« eminent divine, this is the leaft fenfual.” Indeed its effects, if rightly impro- 
‘ved, terminate not in the bare pleafure of amufement; it feems to be peculiarly 
adapted to minds fufceptible of religious impreffions ; its. charms are calculated 
to infpire a juft idea of Him who has formed the heart to a relith of fuch delights 5 
endowed us with capacities to proclaim his praifes ; and taught us how to raife the 
foul to the raptures of angels. 


Ir may be remarked, that very few perfons who have not a good genius, arrive 
“at any great proficiency in this fcience, though it feems to depend more on the 
imagination than the underftanding. It is certain that this enchanting art has 
made a deep impreffion on the king of prussia, who prides himfelf in notuiig, 
fo much, except bufinefs: he compofes as well as performs: he genetally fpends 
a fhort time in playing on the flute every morning before he goes to his cabinet : 
here he remains till eleven, and then receives foreign minitters, and executes 
bufinefs of a more public nature till noon, He then ufually goes abroad, and 
gratifies himfelf in feeing military exercife, and performing the duty of a foldier, 
and keeping up the ¢pirit of that difcipline, which is fo efiential to the fupport of 
his ftate and conqueit. Soon after one, he dines; and about three, one of his 
i fecretaries 
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fecretaries reads to him. In the evening he has a concert; and this is the ordinary 
manner int which he fills up the day. 


Tue world has talked much of his fecret manner of condudting bufinefs : it is 
‘well known, that befides the execution of fome important part of it with his own 
hand, his fecretaries have every one their private apartment, and each his particular 
province affisned; fo that if the king difcovers that any of them are unfaithful, 
there is no difficulty where to fix it. : ; 


*“ Norwitustanpine this prince’s great abilities, his Gtuation feems to be uneafy. 
Tt has been faid of him, that he once declared he would give his right hand to be 
fure of poffeffing sinesia during his life. It is highly improbable, whatever he 
may think, that he ever did make fuch a declaration, though it might be made for 
him by the partizans of the houfe of avsrria. 


Immeprartexy after the diverfions I have mentioned were concluded, the king 
went to BREsLau. It was remarkable, that the houfe in which he lodged was 
in flames without its being known by what means; and his majefty had but juft 
time to preferve his perfon, narrowly efcaping from the flames, as his father did 
about twenty years before at prespen. Now I have mentioned BRESLAU, it may 
be worth oblerving, that the king maintains a garrifon of ten thoufand foldiérs in 


that city, whereas the austrians never had near that number. Notwithftanding © 


fome appearances, the fteady hand with which this prince conduéts his government, 
promifes a happy reign. The time may come, mon 6 be the mutual intereft 


of this nation, and the houfe of BRANDENBURG, reunite again. Though 


religion feems to be out of the queftion, in moft pofitical alliances, yet this con~' 


fideration will ever create an inclination to friendfhip among ftates. The eftablifhed 
religion of BRANDENBURG is much the fame as ours: we have generally been 
connected with that houfe; and the prefent good fituation of it, if the uniTED 
PROVINCES continue in-the condition they are in, may again render a union 


neceflary. 


Bur whatever changes time may produce in ftates, ever fubjeét to change, honor, 
I think, will be due to the prefent king of prussra from us, and all mankind. 
He has eftablifhed a reputation upon the fureft foundation, was it only for thac 
bold generous ftroke in politics, in delivering his country from the jaws of law- 
yers; who before his time, at leaft in BRANDENBURG, {ported with the fufferings 
of ‘the wretched, and faw unmoved the tears of the widow. In the Prussian 
dominions, the decifion of caufes cannot be protracted to a tormenting, and 
devouring length. How long this will laft is hard to fay, unlefg the king has the 
art of making his fubjects virtuous, as well as obedient to his edits, The fuits 
in BRANDENBURG are now brought to.a {peedy iffue at an eafy expence, a regulation 
which could never be made but by the fingular attention of a fovereign prince. 
Why it is not done in limited as well as abfolute monarchies, I know not; unlefs, 
in certain inftances, -flavery is preferred to liberty; or the name of liberty to the 
REALITY Of it, The law is certainly an excellent and a neceflary profeffion; but 
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too many men are bred to it; confequently, in purfuit of a fupport, they deviate 
front the original defign, by perplexing with injurious refinements, that-which it is 
their duty to make plain and intelligible, ; 


“Arrer what has been faid in praife of the king of prussra, and of the feverat 
marks of his fine tafte and penetrating judgment, we may contemplate the fuperior 
charms of liberty. A man accuftomed to live under a limited monarchy, who 
has preferved a right fenfe of his condition, will plainly difcover, how little 
Gefirable thofe circumftances are, which render it the duty of a father, to fubmit 
the difpofal of his children, as well as his eftate, to the arbitrary will of his fove- 
reign; this muft fometimes tempt him, even under fuch a king as his pRusstan 
majefty, to curfe his anceftors, whofe folly or cowardice have forfeited the reward 
of virtue, and the moft valuable gift which the author of nature has beftowed on 
his creatures. 








‘CHA P. XCII. 


A foort defeription of the palaces of CHARLOTTENBURG and potspam. Of the 
prussian guards, number of the PRUSSIAN troops, their arzis, cloathing, exercife, 
.and pay; with a-view of the PRUSSIAN revenues. 


EFORE I took my final leave of pertin, my curiofity carried me to 
CHARLOTTENBURG, which is about a mile diftant from the city, through a 
road exceeding fandy. The king’s grand-father founded this palace, and his pre- 
fent majefty has finifhed it according to his own tafte, which appears to be ex- 
tremely elegant. There is a range of about ten apartments, few of them large, but 
well difpofed and convenient; they are adorned with white ftoco, and gilding, in 
a very high manner. The ball room is in an exquifite tafte, and worthy of the 
king who is faid to have defigned it. It has ten windows on each fide, and befides 
the ftoco and gilding, which are more rich than in the other apartments, Xt 18 alfo 
adorned with butts, ftatues and large pier glaffes. ‘The gardens are laid out with 
tafte, and the {tacues well difpofed. 


Aucust the 22d, I left neriin and went to POTSDAM, which is diftant four 
miles; the road is very fandy and difagreeable, This is the favorite reFelence of 
the king; it is agreeably fituated on a branch of the sprez, which forms a 
ferpentine figure, and is near an hundred fathoms over. ‘The town is of a con- 
fiderable extent, and the buildings neat and regular, as indeed are thofe of almoft 
every town in BRANDENBURG; but it feems to be intirely occupied by foldiers, 
The palace which the king has lately built there, is not large, but elegant, -parti- 
cularly the king’s writing-chamber and ftudy ; the laft is partitioned by balluftrades 
of filver; the frames of the looking-glaffés and embellifhments of the tables arp 
alfo of the fame metal... ‘There is a large apartment for the officers, who die in. it 
; every 
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every day, at the king’s expence. The throne in the audience chamber is'smag- - 
ssnificently adorned with a rich embroidery of the arms of the houfe of BRANDEN- 
BuRG, fupported by two nercutEsEs. In one of the apartments are two curious 
sfigures in copper, of a cuinese man fitting, a woman of the fame country fup- 
porting an umbrello over him. This whole piece is richly gilded, and ftands in an > 
oval nich laid with marble; and thefe two figures compofe a very convenient ftove. 
They. were then lining the grand falloon with stnesta marble, of which the ftair- 
cafe was already finifhed. . 


In the garden are many rich ftatues of a great fize, particularly a neptune and 
AMPHITRITE, erected on a fea-car in a large bafon, oppofite the eat front of 2 
the palace. The ftables are contiguous, and well furnithed with good ENGLIsH 
hunters. 


In poTspaM are quartered the king’s guards, who are about two thoufand meh, 
of great ftature and comelinefs, well cloathed, and diftinguithed by filver-laced hats 
and black cockades. His prefent majefty has declined thofe opprefiive meafures 
which the old king practifed to fupport this body of men of a prodigious ftature 3 
but they are yer remarkably tall. A certain eNcLisH nobleman being afked by 
his late majefty, *¢ if his mafter had an equal number of troops, who could beat 
““ thefe tall fellovs,” anfwered, *¢ 1 do not know that the king my matter has any: 
** regiment who can beat your majefty’s guards; bur, I dare engage, he has one of 
“half their number, that would fight them.” 


‘Tur army which his prefent majefty keeps on foot, being an object of aftonifh- 
ment to the curious world, I fhall mention fuch particulars as occurred to me; and 
though many of them may, at firft fight, appear as too minute for judicious obfer= 
vation, yet they are not, I think, uninterefting, 


‘Tue number of troops in the pay of the king of prusstia is generally compute? 
at one hundred and twenty thoufand ; his officers infifted they were one hundred ani 
forty thoufand ; I have feen a lift which makes them yet more numerous ; but I believe 
shay 0 not exceed this number, if they reach it. : 


Tus prince has a body of eighty fquadrons of Hussars, each of one hundred 
and thirty men. I {aw many of them in the towns I paffed through, and was fur- 
prifed by what means they could be collected, fo youthful, comely, ftrong, and 

-well-faped; but the king has his emiflaries all over Evnopz, Whilft I was in 

DANTZIG, @ young man of whom I had fome knowledge, had procured himfelf a 
lodging in prifon; his debt, which was of about twenty pounds, was immediately 
offered to be paid, provided he would enter into the PRusstan fervice. 


Te arms of the Hussars are a light mufket and fabre, both which are kept in 
admirable order, Their cloathing is of coarfe red cloth, made clofe to their bodies, 
and. ftrengthened at the elbows by leather in the fhape of a heart. Their breeches 
are of well-drefléd theep fkin. Their bocts fhort and light, but the foles of them 
made durable, Their caps are ftrengthened in the ordinary way, fo as to ftand a 
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cut. They are the only denomination of foldiers in the. pRussIAN fervice who’ 
have’no chaplain; indeed their number upon the old eftablifhment was inconfider- , 
able, One of the chaplains who attended the king in the laft war, complained to 
me, of the little fenfe of religion among the Hussars; and as an inftance, men- 
tioned a remarkable piece of villainy committed by one of that body. A young 
man had juft taken charge of a purfe of money from a dying russian officer, 
who had énjvined him to deliver it to his wife and children. A HUSSAR came up. 
to him in-this interval and demanded the purfe, which the young man refufed, 
alledging for what purpofe he had received it; notwithftanding which, this lawlefs 
{oldier murdered him and took the money *. ; 

Brsives the nussars, the king has a fmall body of men whom they call wuNTERS, 
who are reputed the moft faithful couriers in his army, and are oftentimes promo, 
ted for their fidelity in hazardous enterprizes. The ausTRIANS are faid to have 
employed men under this denomination among their ranks, with pieces loaded with 
fingle balls, to. mark out the officers of the enemy; in which they are very dexter+ 
ous. This,, which is confefledly an unwarrantable practice, induced the pRUSSIANS, 
according to the report of the latter, to take the fame method. When thefe aun- 
TeRs are take prifoners, no quarter is granted on either fide. 


Tue prusstan“foldiers in general are remarkable for their very fhort cloathing, 
which at firft view feems to be frugality to a degree of ridiculoufnefs; but is molt 
plainly calculated for many wile ends, Nothing but a blind fuperftition for the 
cuftoms of our forefathers, could have fo long kept feveral nations ignorant of the 

“fame management. The prussian foldiers alfo, have their elbows armed with 
Jeather, as already obferved. It faves the reputation of patching an old garments 
and one never fees a prussian foldier the leaft in rags; on the contrary, they all 
appear as gentlemen, with regard to the cleanlinefs of their perfons. 


| Tz king’s guards, and fome few other’ regiments are cloathed annually; but in ° 
general the army has new regimentals twice in three years only. The late king 
required the foldiery to wear white {patterdafhes winter and fummer, but his pre- . 
fent majefty obferving the inconvenience as well as inelegance of it, gives his-men 
black for the winter; thefe are made of fuftian, or a thick kind of linnen cloth. 
The foldiers have alfo breeches of woollen cloth in this feafon, whereas in fummer 
they are of white dimity or linnen, which are very light and clean. They obferve 

_an uniformity about their heads by wearing pigtails, which are eafily kept in repair. 
They are generally powdered, but always fo when on duty; and this meaderp 
elegance. in drefs not only ferves to preferve the natural hair, or wig, but gives the 
foldier a refpect for his own perfon ; and the rank in which he is taught to confider 
himfelf compenfates in fome fort for the fmallnefs of his pay.. 


“Te foldiers hats, and the caps of the grenadiers are fmall; but at the fame 
time, as they anfwer all the purpofes of a covering and a uniform, their heads, by 
: ; this 


. & Whatever my friend the prieft might imagine, I am afraid fach accidents are not unufual in war, and. 
that a common foldier fometimes kills a friend, as well as an enemy. i 
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this means, are kept the cooler; this muft alf6 afford a confiderable advantage 
skoth in march and aétion, beyond the ridiculous magnitude of thofe coverings 
which once prevailed fo much in the BRITISH army, that the foldiers affected a 
“seputation for courage, in proportion to the dimenfion of their hats. 


Tur prussran foldiers carry their cartouch box much higher than thofe of any 
troops I have yet feen : this muft alfo render their march the eafier, as the carriage 
* of it is fo much the lighter ; and cuftom muft make it equally familiar to draw 
their cartridges. Their arms, on the other hand, are reputed incomparably the 
largeft and moft weighty of any in Europe, though fome of the fuzileers, who 
gre’ fmaller bodied men, have their arms proportioned. As to the cleannefs of 
poem *tis hard to believe how far this is carried : a foldier can hardly find time to 
{be idle, or wicked. Notwithftanding the great weight of their arms, the tactic 
“art is carried here to the higheft perfection; and nothing can give more pleafure 
to thofe who have any idea of the harmony of this fort of motion, than the exer- 
cife of the prussran foldiers, which they go through twice a day: when the: 
weather is bad it is performed under cover, for which proper places are appointed, ° 
The leaft motion of the head, not according to art, is corrected ; fo that a foldier 
‘in this fervice, mult apply diligently to his duty, or he will pafs his time very ill. 
Che frequent repetition of exercife feems to render thefe heavy arms more familiar’ 
to them than much lighter are to’ foldiers kept in idlenefs. Men thus inured to 
Jabour, mutt neceffarily enjoy great advantages in marching ; and when they come 
to action, their heavy arms will beara greater repetition of difcharges, * carry 
farther with larger balls, and have a greater weight ‘with the bayonet. The king 
makes himfelf acquainted with circumftances the moft minute, however difre- 
garded through a blind fucceffion of. ages as things indifferent, well knowing 
how much the fate of empires may depend on caufes lefs the objects of common 
obfervation. 


Tuese foldiers are not put to any other than military duties ; except the natives 
of BRANDENBURG, who in time of peace have liberty by rotation to purfue agri- 
culture_and mechanic employments.° In refpect to any laborious offices, they 
are confidered as gentlemen: but drunkennefs and gaming are punifhable in the 
fevereft_ manner. ; 


Durinc the fummer they fend bodies of cavalry into the field. At the fame time 
thgr this accuftoms them to the duty of a campaign, they ferve alfo as an advanced 
—goaruy prevent defertion among the foldiers, and robberies or murders on the roads : 
for out of thefe detachments, which are generally compofed of an hundred men, 
‘and fometimes more, a watch guard of two men is placed in feveral different parts 

of the roads, near their body. None but the king’s guards are ever permitted to 


go without the walls of BRRLIN. 


Iw all countries where great armies are fupported, a rigid difcipline becomes 
effential, and this his prussran majefty feems perfeétly to underftand. It is 
thought that many of his foldiers are ripe for defertion, and fo it appeared e me 
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from fome particular citcumftances : foreigners who have been in feveral fervices, 
are generally inconftant. . 


I nave already obferved, that two thirds of the army, according to thei 
eftablifhment, fhould be compofed of foreigners, and this reafon, as well as ra 
fmall number of inhabitants in the prussran dominions, make it obvious how 
difficult it muft be to recruit an army ; fo that however formidable this prince may 
appear, if we confider his country as little plentiful in refources of wealth as of ' 
inhabitants, that ftrength muit be deemed artificial, in a great meafure, which has 
fo great a connection with foreign dependencies. However, all the world muft 
allow, that the ftrength derived from the acquifition of stzesia, which conftitutes 
"a preat part of this prince’s power, is more NATURAL 5 whether it is more sTABLES 
fhall not be my bufinefs to enquire. ; 


| THe pay of a common foldier in this couhitry is eight grofch+a week, and of 
“ this three pence is fuppofed to go in wafhing, and materials for cleaning their arms, 
for which they are fo much diftinguifhed 5 but they are allowed bread, 


Upon this calculation one hundred arid twenty thoufand men coft but three hun+ 
dred and fixty four thoufand pounds ; fo that if we reckon thrice this fum, in order 
to include their ammunition bread, the pay of officers, and cloathing, it does not 

- much exceed a million fterling ; fuch is the incredible force of difcipline and ceco= 
nomy : but this is a leffon with which we are not well acquainted in GREAT BRITAIN. 
One remarkable proof of this ceconomy is, that the pRUSstAN army, as well as all 
the officers of the crown, receive their pay before it is due. Siesta, according to 
fomg calculations, fupports near forty thoufand men 5 from whence we may judge 
how reluctant the houfe of ausrria muft have been to part with it. ; 


Te fublidy which the king receives from FRANCE, is faid to be no lefs an object 
than three hundred thoufand pounds value in our money. The revenues of the 
houfe of BRANDENBURG, including the king’s late conqueft, are computed at eight 
millions of dollars; but I think this fum exceeds the reality. Thefe revenues 
arife from a tax of about half the rent of the lands, and near forty per cent. on the 
value of all eatables, foap, candles, 8c. and yet, what muft appear moft ftrange 

“to us in ENGLAND, the advantages arifing from the national ceconomy, and the 
regularity which runs through every branch of the government, and particularly 
in the parfimony of the court, make the peoples chains fit eafy, and fecure thgir 
property enough to animate their induftry. — + eee 


Elappy were it for us did we know but half the mifery which other nations feel + 
It would induce us chearfully to contribute to the fupport of that government, 
-againft which we are fo apt to complain. The integrity of our manners would 
then render it unneceffary to Goop minifters, and dangerous to BaD ones, to dare 
to corrupt the minds of thofe, on whofe virtue our liberty muft ultimately depend. 


*& Fourteen pence. \ One million four hundred thoufand pounds. 
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Befcription of sans soust. A fhort account of the manufaltory, academy, and church 
at wITTENBURG. Difreffes in saxony, occafioned by the multiplicity of deer. 
The author arrives at prespen. A fort account of that cily aiid its trade. Num- 
ber of inbabitants, foldiery, eftablifhed religion, Romisw chapel, Ec. Some particu- 
lars concerning the king of prussta after bis viflories in SAXONY. * / 


ANS SOUCTI being in the neighbourhood of porspam, I indulged my 
S curiofity in feeing it before I took my leave of the electorate of BRANDENBURG ; 
for hardly in any part of GERMANY is there any thing worth feeing, but what 
immediately belongs to the fovereigns of the country. This building feems to 
have been intended as a fummer-houfe and librarv.zo the palace of porspam, from 
whence it is diftant about an ENcLIsH mileTe ftands upon aa eminence, and 
commands an agreeable view of the town, and alfo of a {mail branch of the spree, 
which runs by the fide of the garden. The apartments are for the moft part on 
the ground floor; they are elegantly finifhed, and as the king feems to have a 
liking for the place, it is probable, the building will be enlarged. From the 
houfe to the lower part of the garden, is a defcent of about one hundred and 
twenty yards, by fix feveral ranges of ftone fteps, and as many terrafes, the fides 
of which are all planted with vines and covered with glafs cafements, and {tand- 
ing full to the fouth and fouth-eaft fun, the fruit is well ripened. The garden 
below. has nothing extraordinary, except feveral fine pieces of ftatuary done by 
Nancie of PARIS, particularly a venus drawing a net, and a prawa with game ; 
the pedeftals of which are alfo rich in relievo. There are feveral others of lefs 
note, both in marble and lead, and alfo bafons of the fame material. For fome of 
thefe curiofities the king is obliged to count sruHL, whom we thall have occafion 
to mention. As his majefty profeffes no love for this minifter, he the more eafily 
reconciled carrying off feveral ftatues, and other fuch valuables, from the count’s 
houfe and gardens at pRespen. The garden is fhort of half an zNGLIsH meafured 
mile, the ealt end of it is terminated by an ecypr1an pyramid, embellithed with 
hieroglyphics. Here is very little turf and no gravel, the fandy walks robbing the ° 
garden of half its beauty, ‘This place is treated with an uncommon refpect; the 
gardener did not permit me to walk with my fword on, alledging that the king 

_himielf never wore one, in that retreat. 


Tue 23d of auguft I left porspam, and travelling through woods and fandy 
plains, where I met with only one fmall village, and hardly a living creature except 
fome deer in the foreft, I arrived at BELITZ, which is two GERMAN miles. From . 
thence to BRITZEN are two very long miles, but the road lef fandy : this is the 
paussIAn frontier, From Brirzen I entered the electorate of saxony, confequently 
the paflport which I had received from the governor of Bertin was no longer of any 
‘ule. Here the pleafantnels of the verdure, and the richnefs of the foil, intermixed 
with groves and herds of cattle, give one an idea of plenty, fuperior to what is found 
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in BRANDENBURG 3 yet the ceconomy and elegance of the pRuSssIANS, compenfate 
fo greatly for this inequality, that many of the saxons have taken refuge in BRAN. 
pensurom, and choofeehe fandy foil of that country, with the government of if, 
preferable to their own. Hence it is alfo, that feveral little towns which the king 
of Prussia has built on his own frontiers, are almoft fully peopled by saxons ; ard 
fome of the saxons, I was told, tranfplant themfelves to aMERICcA, to avoid the 
infupportable exactions continually made on them. 


Havine ggavelled four German miles, I arrived at WITTENBURG, famous for 
the manufactory of coarfe cloths: the wool in this country is remarkably good. 
There are about five hundred privaté manufactories ; cloths are alfo fent hither 
from all parts to be dyed; the blues and greens, commonly called saxon, are bett , 
dyed in this place. : : 

Here is alfo an academy, in which about feven hundred ftudents. are taught 

the-arts of dancing, fencing, and other polite accomplifhments. They are under 
the care of twelve profeffors, who teach LATIN, GREEK, and FRENCH. Young 
perfons are fent hither from all parts of GERMANY, particularly from HAMBURG 
and pantzic. Here is the soxo.orr church, a building of about three hundred 
years ftanding, where MARTIN LUTHER firft preached the doétrine which occafioned 

the revolt from the Romtsu church. He is alfo interred in this church, but has-no 
other monument than a fimple brafs plate, with an infcription, except his original 
portrait at length, painted on wood, and well preferved fince 1540. The people 
here, .as in moft places where the tuTHERAN religion prevails, have a ftrong tinc-'' 
ture of Romisn fuperftition ; among feveral inftances of which the credulous tell 
you, that in the library now. belonging to the academy, the devil vifited MaRTIN 
LuTHER, who received him fo unpolitely as to throw his ink-ftand at him. 


Wrrrensure is a fortified town, fituatéd. near the rvgz, and had at this time 
a garrifon of five hundred invalids, commanded by prince EUGENE of DESSAU, . 


Nor far from hence we paffed over the’ little river ELSTER, and through feveral 
woods of oak, from whence the inhabitants have plenty of acorns for their-fwine, 
which is their principal food. The peafants were now mowing a fecond crop of 
hay ; but the extreme fertility of the foil did not fem to diminifh the poverty of 
the inhabitants. 


On the 24th I went from wirTENBURG to ANNABURG, which is four GERMY.N 
miles, and from thence to GosDORF, three GERMAN miles; the greateft part of the 
Jatter are very tedious, being through a’foreft where the road is very bad. 


From thence to crossenacn is three GERMAN miles, through a delightful road 
and rich foil, This country abounds in large ftorks, with black tails, and wings 
tipped with the fame colour. I counted ten towns and villages, round me, within 
the circle of little more than an eNGLIsH mile, which rather fhows what saxony 
has been, than what it now is. ; 
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On the 25th I paffed by morsperc, a hunting-palace belonging to the king; 
fituated on an eminence near the village tsincBERG, about two GeRMaN miiles 
figm prespen. The’ avenue which leads to it is very long, weil paved, and 
planted on each fide with wild-chefnut trees: it has a good garden, and is furrounded 
with woods, where the king takes fuch delight in hunting the wild boar, that he 
-fometimes remains there for three months at a time. At the bottom of it is a great 
Jake which abounds in fifth. ‘ 


. Huwtine is the ruling paffion of the saxon court, and a fatal paffion it is; for 
the rational inhabitants are more diftrefled by ic than the brutes. In the hard 
winter of 1740, it is computed that above thirty thoufand head of deer died in the 
electorate of saxony ; and yet.in the open lands and forefts were now reckoned’ 
to remain above that number, of which nobody dares to kill one, under penalty 
of being condemned as a galley-flave. Thus the deer become more tame than a 
fportfman could wifh; and thefe, with the wild boars, are fo great a nufance to the 
country, that the saxons would gladly compound to fupport a body of eight 
thoufand foldiers extraordinary, on condition that thefe animals fhould be reduced 
to half their prefent number. In every town of any note, there are fifty of the 
inhabitants who watch, five every night, by rotation, and ute bells to frighten the 
deer, and defend their corn from the incurfigns of this formidable enemy. Frequent 
remonitrances have been made to the court on this fubject, but to no other purpofe 
than to convince the people of their flavery. This little paffion, joined to a foolith 
refpect for the cuftom of their forefathers, thus induces the electors of saAxony to 
violate the property of their fubjeéts; and at the fame time to depart from the true 
ends of government, and confequently from their true happinefs, which they fondly 
feek by fuch gratifications. 


Tre peafants of this country carry provifions to market for a great diftance in 
wheelbarrows, which are well adapted for the purpofe both in their height and other 
dimenfions ; the wheel of it is bound with iron, and is lighter, though much larger 
than thofe we ufe in rncLanp, 
aay 

Deetspen, the metropolis of the eleftorate of ‘saxony, ftands on a plain, 
furrounded by lofty hills, about two leagues diftanr; the neareft of them: are very « 
fandy, and therefore converted into vineyards, which, receiving all the heat of a 
full fouth fun, fometimes bring the grapes to maturity; but I never heard any 
great commendations of their wine. As | entered the city I obferved a very different 
condé in. the guard from what is found in BRANDENBURG; for here no 

—aweligns Were afked, whereas the PRUSSIANS ‘are as circumipect as in time of 
war. Near the entrance of the part called the new city, is an equeftrian fatue of 
the late king, aucusrus II. erected on a lofty pedeftal, faid to be inade by a com- 
mon {mith, and as fuch may be admired; but it has many capital defects, parti- 
cularly in the head of the horie. 


Tris city flands on both fides of the ELBE, which communicate with each 
other ‘by a ftone bridge five hundred and forty feet long, and thirty-fix broad, 
in which fpace it has eighteen arches. ‘The paffage over it is horizontal, and 

Vou. I . “7 : Kkk . takes 
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takes off véry much from that grand effe@, which a-curve produces in thefe ftruc- 
turs*, Great order is obferved in’ paffing this bridge, one fide being appointed: 
to lead to the new crry, and the other to the orb; near the the latter it is adornfd 
with a crucifix of brafs of curious workmanthip, about half as big as the life. 
It is fixed on a ftone pedeftal, on which are the emblems of death andthe devil, 
yeprefented by a human’ fkull, and a ferpent in brats. Here are feveral. fquares: and. 
lofty ftone buildings, in which are fix or {even ftories. ‘Their apartments are not 
large but very neat. ‘Thefe buildings make an elegant appearance, but. are inferior 
in beauty to thofe of BERLIN. DRESDEN being an antient city, many of the ftreetS 
are narrow. 

| Tur trade of this place is very inconfiderable: the moft important commodity 
js filver, of which the mines near FRIDBURG produce, every fifteen days, about the 
walue of twenty thoufand dollars*, which is brought into the city in ingots, in a 
regular carriage appointed fer that purpotc, and immediately coined and delivered 
to the proprietors. . The mines are under the care of directors, whofe bufinefs it is. 
to fupport the value of the flock; but they ufually go in a beaten tract, without 
making any efforts to encreafe the quantity ; on the contrary it often comes fhort of 

_ the ordinary computation. This filver is immediately coined into florins of fixteen 
grofch, which, with refpeét to the current money of bats, driers, &&c. is worth feven 
per cent, advance, and is confequently fo fpeedily conveyed into the neighbouring 
territories to be again melted down, that it is next to impoffible to obtain change 
in this true filver money, for one fingle louis dor, in the ordinary commerce of 
the people. In this inftance the saxons feem very regardlefs of their own intereft ; 
for though this filver mey be confidered as a commodity, the currency of fuch a 
“coin as their bats and driers mutt be detrimental, in proportion as they are worfe 
than their genuine coin. : 


Tue exchange here is regulated a3 in LETPSic. The par is reckoned one hundred. 
and twenty-five sAxON doilars for one hundred rix dollars current in AMSTERDAM, 
but the exchange is generally one hundred and thirty-five for their fmall monies > 
there is an agio ‘of three per cent. when payment is made for bills in louis d’ors,/aiid. 
for ducats four per cent. is allowed. ; = oe 


Tuy pretend there are thirty thoufand towns and villages in saxony, of which 

to the number of fixty are feen from fome eminences near DRESDEN, . They alfo 

_ reckon that the whole eleétorate has four millions of people, which feems to be twice 

the number one ought to believe, efpecially as they acknowledge to haye onlytwo 

thoufand fix hundred ecclefiaftics ; nor were there now in pRESD&aN above one ita" 
dred and ten thoufand fouls, of which number four thoufand were foldiers. 


- ‘Tux king’s guard is a regiment confifting of two thovfand foldiers, half of them 
are PoLANDERS and half saxons: they are tall well-looking men, and their regi-~ 
mentals are in good order, Their exercife, which is exact, is modelled after the 

: : PRUSSIAN 


_ 2 The bridge at WESTMINSTER - comparably more grand. 
¥ Three thoufand five hundved pounds. 


Chap, XCIV. ELECTORATE OF SAXONY. 435 
Prussian manner, but not catried to that perfection.- Their arms aré lighter than 
thofe of the prusstans, but their cartouch box heavier, “Except, this regintent, 
Which is cloathed in red, all the infantry wear white with different facings. The 
‘king’s hore guards are cloathed in a high tafte, but with a mixture of the grand 
and ridiculous, their buff coats being richly embroidered in gold, with a fun on their 
breaft, and another on their backs. he saxons are reckoned very good foldiers. 
Several prussian officers have acknowledged to me, that had the ausTRIANS be= 
shaved fo well as the saxons, they fhould have found a more arduous ftrugele in 
‘the late war. 


Tue inhabitants here intimate that the king of prussra did not play fair upon 
the occafion of the battle of prespen; yet they acknowledge the good order 
preferved in the pruss1an army by his majefty’s prefence, as it faved the citizens 
from thofe violences which they feared from the ferocity of the prince of aNHAULT 
pessau. ' When the king of prussta came to this city with his army, he would 
not fuffer even his brother avcusTus wiLLiaM to gratify his curiofity in feeing the 
rarities which were left in the green vault,: for fear of any accident to them. One 
of my acquaintance in prespEN told me, that the king afked him what the people 
thought upon the occafion of the battle? He replied, ‘* We were all in the highett 
** terrors and apprehenfions.” ‘* So was I alfo,”’ fays the king, * and we muit all 
** thank your fovereign the elector of saxony for it.” ; 


Besrpes the feveral calamities under which this. country labours, the jealoufy 
arifing from the article of religion is not the leaft. The eftablithed nurHEeR AN 
clergy are watchful of the REFORMED cHuRCH, which is much kept under, and 
obliged to have all their marriages, chriftenings and burials performed by 
“LUTHERANS; whilft both think themfelves extremely injured by the great counte+ 
nance which is given at court to the Roman catholics. They efteem it a grofs 
ablurdity for a PROTESTANT people to be governed by a Romis# prince; for the 
very principles of that religion, inftead of promoting the notion of one common 
,dntereft, declare againft it, 


Accorpine to the eftablifhed conftitution of saxony, the romaw catholics can 
no more have a church in prEspEN, than their elector, without being of the RomisH 
church, can be king of ponanp. A chapel however is connived at, by which is 
“underftood a private, or at leaft a modeft place of worfhip: but the romisn 
CHAPEL, as it is fo called, is a pompous: ftruCture, and fo richly adorned with 
ftefues and architecture, that art and expence feem to contend for the fuperiority. 
This chapel was not yet entirely compleared. The furniture of it-is intended to 
be of saxen porcelain, the altar-piece and organ not excepted; I faw fome of the 
organ pipes in different pieces, and | make no doubt of the completion of this defign. 


Tue pleafure I had in the acquaintance of young count BuENav, who was with 
‘the ports embaffador at st. PETERSBURG, gave me an opportunity of carrying a 
reconimendatory letter, direéted to the count his father, at nozTraniz, which is not. 
far from prrspren. ‘This noblemar, who ferved the late emperor as mitifter of 
iate, is efteemed one of the moft learned men in GeERMany, and has made one or 
Kkka : ~ the 
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F 
the fineft colleGtions of books. 1 was very politely received by Mr. peTRr and Mr. 
cervinus, both merchants, alfo by Mr, prTsHoLp, who had been the saxom 
minifter at the Russtaw court, and was now on his departure as minifter at the couft 
of vienna. Mr. roxcx, who was charged with the saxon affuirs in Russta, obliged 
me alfo with a particular recommendation to Mr. pg verTH matter of the ceremonies 
to the kingof pozanp. This gentleman is remarkable for a fine perfony he received 
me very politely, and exprefied great concern at the abfence of the court, which was 
at WARSAW, as it deprived him of the means of procuring me many pleafures, 





Cc H AP - XCV~ 
A fuccin&t account of the cuvigfities in DRESDEN im the eight apartments of the GRUNE 
cewoise, and the twelve chambers of the KUNTSKAMMAR*, So.omon’s temple. 
King’s gallery of pidtures. The cuineseE palace, and the quantity of porcelain contained 
in it. Of the saxon porcelain in general. vy Le? 


‘ R. pe vert was fo very obliging as to attend me to the GRUNE GEWOLBE *, 


which is an apartment of the royal palace, and a repofitory of great riches as 
well as curiofities. : 


1 xnow not whether any traveller has given an account of the profufion of 
expenfive trinkets contained in this building; but it is certain there are many of 
moft exquifite art,: colleted at a prodigious expence. They are too numerous 


to attempt a particular catalogue; the minutes which I took down on the fpot are 
. as follows : 


Tue firft chamber contains one hundred fmall’ ftatues curioufly wrought, the 
greateft part in brafs, particularly an equeftrian ftatue of sucustus I. king’ of © 


‘POLAND; FREDERICK WILLIAM the GREAT, being a model of the famous ftatue at 
BERLIN’; LEwis XIV; centaurs, MERCURIES, &C. 
es 2 
Tue fecond chamber is of ivory, in agreat variety of figures; among others there: 
is afine crucifix. A fhip completely rigged, with gold wire to reprefent ropes ; 
the fails are adorned with the arms of the king and the names of the pringes of “the 
royal family. A figureof anrawam offering his fon 1saac, with the angel defcend- 
- ing and holding the hand of azranam as it is raifed to give the fatal wound, This 
figure, which isa copy of what was in the academy of sT. PETERSBURG, is one ell 
and a half high, and of exquifite workmanfhip. ; 


Tue third, is of filver curioufly wrought, in variety of figures, particularly a large 
fountain and four vafes of a great fize. The fourth contains vefiels of pure gold, 
and filver gilts the pannels of the room are of looking-glafs. There are feveral 

: es ; fire 

? The chamber of knowledge. » Green vault. © Of which I haye given a plate. 


1 
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fine enamelled cups, and fome pieces of plate of which they boaft the antiquity. 
. ‘Phe fifth is a fpacions room, with a large quantity of precious ftones worked with 
great art. Acup of Lapis NEruriticus*. A ftatué of cuarzes Il. of ENGLAND. 
-A large goblet fet round with the moft curious and coitly antiques. The angel 
MICHAEL vanquifhing the devil: this Piece is of wood, and of admirable work- 
manthip performed in ENGLAND 3 it coit two thoufand five hundred pounds, and 
is only two fect high. There are feveral fihe tables of mosarc, particularly one 
reprefenting flowers, which coft feventy thoufand fcudi of rLorENcE, and was given 
to the king as a prefent. A ball of chriftal fix inches diameter, without blemith ; 


with a great variety of cups, criftals, mother of pearls, &c. 
es : cS 


THe fixth chamber is of precious ftones,. with fome falfe ones. There aré 
alfo great variety of pearls fet in a multiplicity of forms. His prefent majefty of 
POLAND Curioufly cut in an onyx. The reprefentation of jonas thrown into the : 
fea, made of precious tones, which is a very fine piece, and there are feveral others 
of the like nature. A fword with a filver blade, fo tempered as to bend like fteel, . 
the hilt is of gold ; this curiofity was fent to the king by his holinefs of rome. 
The royal crown, fceptres, balls, &c. of the king and_ queen, which are of 
falfe ftones, the precious ones are taken out for ufe, and depofited in the nexe 
chambers, viz. : 


Tue feventh and the eighth: thefe being of prodigious value, are furrrounded 
with glafs cafes, and filled with the king’s regalia, and a profufion of rich trinkets, 
as {words, buttons, canes, ftars of his order, &c. fet with the fineft ftones, and 
many of them very large. There are five dozen of coat, and three of: wailtcoat 
buttons, of brilliants. Six dozen of buttons and ix dozen. of button-holes of rofe 
diamonds. A brilliant as big as a moderate fized wallnut. A green. brilliant 
above an inch long. An onyx of feven inches, eftimated at feventy thoufand 
crowns value. A cup reprefenting piana ina bath, with combs, bruthes, &c. 
all in gold and precious ftones. A garniture of faphirs, as buttons, fword, ftar, 
watch,, {nuff-box, &c. 


‘ Bur to pafs over this profifion of precious ftones, the piece of the greatett 
curiofity, as an exact reprefentation, is the throne of the creat MOGHOL, which, 
with extraordinary art and labour, is performed in filver figures, enamelled in co- 
Jours, and adorned with precious ftones. There is a view of potentates bringing 
prefents, and falling prottrate at the throne; with elephants, foldiers, feryaints, and 
# attendants in their different ftations. The artificer DINGELENGER is faid to have 
fpent many years about this work. : 


Havine thus gratified my curiofity in feeing this expenfive collection, I went to 
take a view of others of a different kind in the KUNTSKAMMaR. 


THE 


* They fay this ftone fuffers no kind of poifon withcut bréaking, and is-an antidote again the. 
fone and gravel. : 
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‘Tue firft chamber contains a large collection or library of prints, from the’ very.’ 
commencement of the art of engraving to this time; fo that among many things 
highly valuable, there muft needs be alio a great deal of trafh: but of this 1 can. 
fay but little, the abfence of the librarian having prevented my feeing it. 

Tue fecond is the mineral gallery. Here are the earth and foil of the different 
countries of the world, and proof fias been made of their principles and qualities 
alfo ores of every denomination, of every country where mines are found, parti- 

‘cularly of the tin, lead, copper, filver and gold of the mines of saxony: and 
here I had very ftriking proofs of the production of folid lumps of the fineft meral, 
in mines, as the common earth produces ftones, But what furprized me more, 
° was the metal vegetables, if fo I may call that which grows on the furface of the 
earth; here were fome of gold, of above two inches high; and of filver, about 
, fix inches, The saxons efteem themfelves fuperior to any nation in the knowledge 
of minerals ; they have reduced it fo much to a fcience, that many of the ftudents 
at the univerfity of rrtBurcG, apply themfelves more immediately to this ftudy, 
the agreeable purfuit of which muft open a new creation, to thofe who have confi- 
dered only the fuperficies of the material world. In this chamber were all kinds 
of {tones and marbles of different countries, with whatever of the kind can im- 
- prove or entertain the curious. Here is alfo the pearl which is found in the river 
ELSTER.; likewife the mineral asBEsTOs ; the lait is of a white or filver colour, 
its parts or fibres are divifible; they feel as foft as filk, and ic has this extraordinary 
property, that fire cleanfes without confuming it. The more extraordinary thing is 
a magnet, which I compute to be not quite an ounce troy, that fupports near 
. five pounds of iron, 


"Tue third chamber confitts of things petrified, particularly pieces of wood, fome 
animals, and many fifh. There are alfo birds eggs in their proper nefts. They 
told me that the waters of KaRLSBAD have this effect of petrifying, and that moft 
of thefe things are from thence. 


‘Tue fourth chamber is very large : there are different forts of wood and vege- 
tables; of the former is a cabinet with three hundred and fifty {quares as big as the - 
palm of a large hand, run in flat as drawers, being all of-different kinds,. In this 
apartment are the pictures of a man and his wife, who lived near rameswar ; he 
reached the age of one hundred and eighty- five, fhe of one hundred and feventy- 
two years. I have feen copies of thefe pictures, which were prefented by general 
BRETLACH the emperor’s embafiador to the RUSSTAN court, to Count BESTUGHEFF 
the great chancellor. They allo thew here a table of tamarinth, of one piece of 
two ells three quarters, and yet they pretend it is only half the diameter of the tree ” 
which produced it. . ° 


Tue fifth chamber is a fall cabinet of fkeletons and other anatomical curiofities. 


Tue fixth confifts of many forts of animals, the fkins of which: are fluffed, par- 
ticularly crocodiles, leopards, monkeys, ftags, &c. and feveral monftrous births 
- of beafts. | There is a figure of a ftag of great fize made of hartfhorn, which is 
<% : pretended 
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pretended to be a fpecific again{t the effects of poifon: the plate hanging on the 
breaft of it has this infcription, rE cORNU CERVI FACTUS, CONTRA VENENA PRO- 
sum. It is poffible this may allude to the frequent exercife of hunting, as a cure 
of thofe diforders incidental to luxury and indolence, r 


‘Tue feventh.chamber is of the fkins of fifhes ftuffed. I obferved particularly 
that of the fea lion, mentioned in lord ansun’s voyages. ; 


‘Tue eighth has a great quantity of different kinds of fhells. 


Tue ninth is of amber, of which material there is a cabinet of about fix feet. 
high and four braad; every drawer has fome natural curiofity in amber. 


"Tue tenth is a grotto with watér fprings. 
_ Tue eleventh has many cutiofities in coral. 


Tue twelfth contains the fkeletons of lions, bears, &c. of a prodigious fize, and 
the ftuffed fins of fome extraordinary beafts, particularly of a horfe, whofe mane 
is three ells and a half long, and his tail twelve ells anda half. I did not meafure 
either, but was fatisficd of the great curiofity, from the apparent length of them, 
which ig indeed prodigious. 


From thefe apartments I was condugted to another more remote, to fee a model 
cut in cedar of the temple of soromon, as defcribed in the old teftament, and other, 
antient authorities. This piece coft twelve thoufand crowns, and much labour has 
been beftowed on it; it reprefents the-ark, the fanctum fanétorum, the facrifices, 
and all other rites and ceremonies of the mosarc law. ; 


Tue next object that engaged my curiofity, was the king’s gallery of pictures ; 
‘which, fince the purchafe of the duke of mopEwa’s collection, is one of the fineft 
. inthe world, ‘The saxons fay the rrazians lament the parting with that callec- 
tign; and that forty young noblemen and gentlemen now take pREsDEN in their tra- 
vels, to one who formerly vifited that city. Part of the collection confifts in one 
hundred capital pieces, which are faid to be all originals, tho’ the connoiffeurs will 
not acknowledge it. It is certain however that they coft half a million of crowns ; 
and the whole colleétion, which confifts of above two thoufand pieces, are valued at 
between two and, three millions of crowns*, There are many pieces which are faid 
“to be inimitable, particularly our Saviour curing the fick; the fhepherds finding 

him immediately after his birth, by correcio, Thele pictures not being ranged . 
in preper order, appear to difadvantage; but it is certain that, the choicelt works 
of RAPHAEL, RUBENS, CORREGIO, and all the top mafters, are exhibited in the 
moft magnificent profufion. A young woman twenty-one years of age, a daughter 
of the director ripEL, paints admirably, and promifes to be one of the greateft 

genius of the age; and rorextt, a lad of eleven years only, follows her very clofe. 

; But. 
* Near five hundred thoufand pounds. : 
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But the’ greateft delight which his potist majefty takes, is in a fmall gallery, all of 
portrajts in crayons ; the greateft part of them are of perfons with whom.the king 
was acquainted in his travels, particularly in 1TaLy. Moft of thefe pieces are 
performed by figniora rosatnas they are certainly very beautiful Among 
thefe pictures they fhew one of a certain ITALIAN lady, who is reported. to have 
wafted the eftates of halfa dozen Encrisu lords, and as many ENGLIsH gentle- 
men; but this preiumption can only arife from accidents which have. happened 
in paft times. 


Tne next curiofity is the cuiness palace, fo called from the tafte of the building, 
and the intention of furnithing it with porcelain. The ornaments of the archi- 
steaure, and the relievo in the frontifpiece, are after the CHINESE and JAPAN man- 
ner.. This palace ftands on the ELBE, and commands a view of the bridge, and of 
the Romisn chapel, but it is far from being an elegant building, and is fituated too 
near the river. The vaults of this palace confift of fourteen apartments, filled 
with cuiwa and pRESbEN porcelain: one would imagine there was a fufficient 
quantity.to ftock a whole country ; and yet they fay, with an air of importance, 
that one hundred thoufand pieces more are wanted to compieat the intention of fur= 
nifhing this ingle palace, which is not large. : 
’ Peruaps it may be fome indulgence, to a female curiofity at leatt, to be informed 
concerning this brittle commodity, which has been fo paflionately fought for by the 
fair fex. But can this paffion be deemed a folly when we fee even mighty princes * 
pride themlelves in it? Here are a great number of porcelain figures of dogs, 
{quirrels, monkeys, wolves, bears, leopards, &c. fome of them as big as the lite; 
alfo elephants and rhinocerofes of the fize of a large dog. A -prodigious variety of 
birds, as cocks, hens, turkeys, peacocks, pheafants, hawks, eagles, befides par- 
rots and other foreign birds, and a curious collection of different flowers. The 
apoftles near three feet high, are in .white porcelain. There is a reprefentation , 
of the cruci‘ixion four or five feet high, with numerous other curious pieces : thefe 
laft are intended for the rom1sn chapel, which |} have already obferved is to be 
furnifhed with thefe rare materials. A clock is preparing for the gallery in this 
palace, whofe belis are to be alfo of porcelain: I heard one of them proved, . ard 
they are fufficient to form any mufic; but the hammers muft be of wood, 


A supzrstitious reverence for this extraordinary production has induced his 
majefty to preferve fome of the firft efforts of the porcelain fabric, and other perfor- 
mances in their feveral gradations, to the perfection the art is now arrived. Nor 
is this pious concern confined to his own manufactures ; here is a great number of 
plates and difhes of the old porcelain of cuina, invaluable ‘in the efteem of thofe 
“whofe ideas are refined above common capacities. But what is moft amazingly 
svonderful, are the forty-eight cuiwaA vafes, which do not appear to be of any ule, 
nor to be any ways extraordinary, except their great fize and yet his late POLISH 
majefty difcovered fach captivating charms in thefe inanimate beauties, that he 
purchafed them of the late king of Prussia, at the price of a whole regiment 
of draggons. 

THe 


4 Hig majefty of pryssia fometimes calls his brocher of rovann, the porcelain king. 
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“Yue long gallery in the fecond ftory had already two marble chimney-pjeces, ~ 


‘each adorned with near forty very large pieces of porcelain, of birds, bealts, and 


vafes, ranged to the height of above twenty feet, in a moft fuperb tafte, the 
figures being all made fo natural, that I could conceive no idea fuperior, in this 
kind, All-forts of rich hangings, glaffes, tables, chairs, 8c. are brought into 
the apartments, but kept packed and covered, the walls remaining bare for four 
years. ‘The palace in general is unfinifhed ; and it may be prefumed that the King 


*himflf is tired of the vanity of -an unneceffary variety, and of fuch.a profufion of. 


expenfive baubles. 


Berore I finifh this chapter, I mutt beg leave to make fome further remarks with 
relation to the saxon porcelain, which has not only infatuated many fair admirers, 
but extended its reputation to the remoteft corners of the earth. Baron poTcar, 
a miner, about forty-lix years fince, firft began to make this porcelain: his Grft 


trial was the red, and from thence he proceeded to glazing, and fince that, gilding - 


and painting have been carried to an amazing perfection. In order to preferve this 
art, as much as poffible, a fecret, the fabric at MEISSEN, which is near this city, is 
rendered impenctrable to any but thofe who are immediately employed about the 
work , and the fecret of mixing and preparing the metal is known to very few 
even of thefe. They are all confined as prifoners, and fubject to be arrefted if 
they go without the walls; for this reafon a chapel, and every thing neceffary, is 
provided within, ‘There are about feven hundred men employed, moft of whom 


‘have not above ten GERMAN crowns a month, and the higheft wages are forty; fo © 


that the annual expence is not eftimated above eighty thoufand crowns. This 


- manufadture being entirely for the king’s account, he fells yearly to the value of one 


hundred and fifty thoufand, and fometimes two hundred thoufand crowns *, befides - 
the magnificent prefents he occafionally makes, and the great quantity he preferves. . 
for his own ufe. They pretend they cannot execute faft enough, the commiffions 


“which they receive even from asia, as well as from all parts of EvRoPz, and are 


confequently under no neceffity of lowering the enormous prices; however this - 


- mutt be the confequence ere long, if the ENGLISH and FRENCH Continue to make 


fuch great improvements in this art. It is with great fatisfaCtion that I obferve the 


» manufactories of BOW, CHELSEA, and STEPNEY have made fuch a confiderable pro- 


grefs, On the other hand, it is equally a fubject of horror to fee fo many fhops in 
the ftreets of Lonpon fupplied with the porcelain of przspEN, though it is impor 
table only under oath of being for private ufe, and not for fale... 


2 Thirty-five thoufand pounds. 
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Remarks on the government in SAXONY. A foort account of count srunu’s great 
‘ qvealth, wardrobe, gallery of pidlures, &c. Of the king’s garden. Expences of 
the court. National debt, taxes, and revenues of SAXONY. A foort account of ST. | 
‘uBERTsBURG. Of the trade, inbabitants, churches, cc. in LEIPSIG. 


4 TIE diftreffed condition of this electorate, which the reader muft have obferved 

I in the foregoing pages, is occafioned not more by the unavoidable incidents 
of war and invafions, and by the general depravation of the inhabitants, than by 
the iniquity of a few. The fubjects of the electors of GERMANY, with one exception, 
have ever changed their condition for the worfe, when the regal has been joined to 
the electoral dignity; for the royal authority, as in the cafe of poranp, has gene- 
rally been employed to opprefs inftead of fupporting them; and the numerous 
conneétions attending kingly government, have involved the fecurity and indepen- 
dency of the electorate. “ Thofe who have any feeling of human miferies, muft. 
needs fall into ferious reflections in viewing the expenfive collections of curiofities 
mentioned in the laft chapter. If the virtue of the man, abftraétedly confidered, is: 
preferable to the externals of aking; to feek the happinefs of one fingle family, is 
more glorious in the fight of cop, than to poffefs all the ufelefs rarities in the: 
cabinets of this electorate. : : 


“Iw the ordinary computation of greatnefs, as derived from wealth and power, 
count Bruat is incomparably the greateft man in saxony. The people fay that he 
has bought eftates in pouanp to the amount of twenty millions of florins *, verifying 
the fcriptures, that “* The children of this world are wilcr in their generation than 
¢ the children of light,” for he has wifely provided a ftore out of the reach of the 
gaxons, whilft they have no other fatisfaction, than making lampoons on him and 
his patronefs the queen. He has alfo feveral eftates in saxony, and moveables to’ 
the value of fix millions of dollars. Whether thefe accounts are exaggerated, as 
is probable, ‘from the little love which the people bear him, I know not; but he 
owes large fums, as if he meant to make it the intereft of his creditors to preferve’ 
him at Jeaft during the prefent king’s reign, The electoral prince, though unfortu- 
nate in his perfon, is a man of fenfe and virtue, and fees the conduct of this miniffgr 
in atrue light. Count BRUHL, they fay, is allowed above half a million of dallats 
annually for the national fervice, and the fupport of his office. 

“Tur world can produce many remarkable inftances of very good and very evil 
ations, done for the fake of a miftrefs or a friend; for the defire of gold, or the 
thirft of power: but to what idol does that man offer incenfe, whom no Jefs than 
three or four hundred fuits of rich cloaths, will fatisfy ? Coums BRUHL has collected all 

_ the fineft colours of all the fineft cloths, velvets, and filks of all the manufactures, 
snot to mention the diferent kinds of lace and embroideries, of rurorz. He calls 
for his book of patterns, which are numbered, and chufes that fuit which pleafes 


: : pte Se . ~ his 
a Ficht hundred-and thirty-three thoufand three hundred and thirty-three pour.ds. : 


“Chap. XCVI. POLICY OF SAXONY. 443 


his fancy for the day. They boaft that he has boots and fhoes in proportion to his 
cloaths. ‘The keeper of this notable wardrobe was abfent; fo that I did not fee it, 
‘but I am perfectly well fatistied of its being in nothing inferior to report. 


‘Tue palace of this lord has been built at feveral different times. “The apartments 
are elegant and richly furnifhed, but not. many of them magnificent: they have lui- 
tres of porcelain in beautiful figures ;. the tables are fet off with variety of tea equi- 
Pages, and figures of men and women, birds and beats of porcelain, The draw-- 

+ing-room is pannelled with looking-glafles, and adorned with rich paintings, and 
his cabinet. furnifhed. with: enamels and crayons: This houfe and the gardens be- 
longing to it are fituated on the ELBE, near the bridge, and command a pleafant 
proipect. His library, which is in the garden, is.two hundred and twenty feet long, 
and well. furnifhed with books. But the mioft ftriking object is the gallery of pic- 
tures, which though it does not contain a fourth part fo many as the royal gallery, 
is incomparably more magnificent, being one hundred and fifty fix ells long, which 
is eighteen longer than that of versaiLLes. The pictures are fet off to great ad- 
vantage, being ranged only on one fide: the windows fronting them are very lofty, 
and afford light fufficient to point out the minuteft beauties of this excellent collec- 
tion, The pannels between the cafements are of looking-glafs, againft which are. 
placed bufts and ftatues that have a very grand effect. 


“Tne king’s gardens are agreeable, though they want thofe natural beauties: 
which an inequality of ground affords. The palace fituated in them is finail, 
but the avenue leading to it:is grand, and of a confiderable length. ’ At the front 
is the field for the turnaments, and behind a fine piece of water: the fides compofe 
the gardens, which are in a natural tafte. _ Here is a profufion of marble ftatues, of 
which many pieces are bigger than the life, and feem to be well executed. Moft of - 
them fhew the genius of their firft mafter, the late king, who being entirely devoted. 
to amour, was proud of proclaiming it, even to after-ages, fo long as thele flatues - 
fhall remain as monuments of his la{civioufnefs, Many of them are already injured. - 
by time, and neglected, “i 


Tue orancery, which is another part of the town, has four hundred orange 
trees of a very large fize, and remarkably ftrait. There are many exotics, but 
nothing ftruck me fo much as a ftrawberry tree cultivated from a plant, and grown 
three yards high, fpreading near as much, and yielding fruit *. : 


Durino my ftay here, I heard much of the fplendor and great paffion for 
apfifement which reigns at this court, even to the giving penfions to ITALIAN 
fingers after they leave the country Flow different is this court from that of 
BRANDENBURG? Here fix thoufand five hundred ducats are yearly allowed for 
comfits and fuch articles, which is near twice as much as the king of. prus-.- 
sta allows, for his table*, as I have obferved already. Yet saxony is faid to 
owe forty millions.of dollars, the intereft of which, fince the late king’s death, is. 

i not 


* There are of the fame kind in ENcLaND. > Fifty dollars a day in saxony for fiveetmeats 
and fpices, and thirty in sRanDewxgure for the whole table, fihh and wine excepted, 
; ; T2 
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not regularly paid; fo that the srvERE*, which was at two per cent, above par, and 


gave an intereft of five per cent. is now at large difcount. 


Tue king of pRussIA bought up feveral of the ftuere bills, at a confiderable 
difcount, no doubt with an intention of being paid; the numbers of his bailiffs 
might eafily procure an execution on hisdebtor. This alarmed the court of SAXONY, 
and induced it to borrow a large fitm of fome of the neighbouring ftates, who very 
prudently required the fecurity of land. ‘ : 

4 ‘ 


Tun revenues of the elector of saxony are faid to be near eight millions * of 


- dollars, confequently fuperior to thofe of the houfe of. BRANDENBURG, and yet 


> 


fince the late reductions, SAXONY fupports twenty thoufand men only‘, and groans 
under -a heavy national debt; whillt paussra has above one hundred thoufand 
‘men, and is free from all incumbrances of this fort. Thefe revenues arife from 
the taxes on land, and a capitation of about fix dollars on all males, when they are 
made apprentices, or begin to work. . The people of a higher rank are taxed accord- 


ing to their clafs, and fubjeét to be called to account if they put themfelves in 4 


~ Jower clafs than is confiftent with their eftates: even foreigners pay capitation, 


after being fix months in the country. But this method, in general, @ raifing 
money, is complained of as unequal, and confequently unjutt. The people alfo 
pay a heavy tax, under a notion of quarters for the army. Some houfes of no very 
great confequence, are taxed at one hundred and_ twenty dollars, others as far as 
three hundred. 


“Tue yews are taxed at fifty dollars, their wives thirty, and children twenty, with 

fome refpect however to their abilities. There is alfo an excile on all eatables and 
liquors; and befides this, a gratuity which was given the king, of near ten per. 
cent. on the incomes of the people, is now reduced to atax. Thus the value of 

Jand eftates is funk extremely low. The king has alfo a tenth of whatever the 
filver mines, of particular property, produce; and fome mines belong to the 

crown. .. 4 : " 


Tue miferies of which the saxons complain, inay be dated fo early as 170665 


"at which period cartes XII. of swepew glutted his army with the fpoils of all 


that country, except DRESDEN. Avousrus having fhut himfelf up in that city, ° 
determined to defend it, though he did not think it proper to detain the perfon of 
CHARLES, Who ventured to make him an infulting vifit. The war in which saxony 
was involved the beginning of this century, coft her an immenfe fum, The laft. 
war of fix weeks only, created an expence of fix millions of dollars, afd many 
thoufands of her beft troops; yet do not the people fo much complain of the calami- 
ties of war, as of the want of ceconomy at court, and the exceffive expence and am- 
‘bition of a minifter. Count HENECA, who is the director of the FINANCES, they 
acknowledge to be a man of abilities, but he cannot anfwer the calls made on him 


for money. 


“The 


1 Government fecurity. ~ » One million five hundred and Teventy-five thoufand pounds: 
* The flanding forces of the electorate are generally reckoned between forty and fifty thoufand men: 
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Tue king is a man of a mild difpofition ; “he leaves the weight of bufinefs to the 
queen, and his favorite the count BRUHL. His majefty is now * about fifty-four, 
and, coritrary to the cuftom of princes, has been conftant to the queen, who is 
three years younger than himfelf. The people often complain aloud of their 
grievances; even the king’s confeflor has in vain attempted to make his majefty 
fenfible of the evils under which this country groans. But his passton is for cus 


riofities °. 


Mr. caLKoEN, who had been lately embaffador to the orroMAN PoRT, on the 
part of his mafters the ftates of the unITED PRoviNcES, was now here as envoy 
-and plenipotentiary to the king of ponanp: I was introduced to him, and very 
politely received. . He is reputed a man of a generous difpofition ; we difcourfed 
concerning NADIR SHAH, on which occafion he mentioned feveral inftances of the 
panic which the persrawn arms had ftruck at the orroman court: It was faid that 
his chief bufinefs here was to negotiate for the fecurity of the intereft’ which the 
fubjects of the srarzs have in the sruzrz. This gentleman had refided fome time 
vin ENGLAND, and profefled himéfelf an admirer of our nation. I was at his table 
in company with POLANDERS, ITALIANS, FRENCH and GERMANS; he afked mé 
-which of the countries 1 had feen was the moft agreeable, and where a man of ' 
“fentiment would chufe to live ? I told hini my knowledge of the world was very 
limited; that I had feen a great deal of mifery, in one fhape or other, in every 
country where I had been; but after paufing I determined, in favor of ENGLAND. 
The company feemed furprized at my hefiration, and then gave their fuftrage by a 
doud, but polite applaufe. Many things were faid on this oecafion in favor of this 
happy ifle. Would to Gop it had fewer blemifhes! We ought however to be 
"watchful of that reputation for which foreigners of fentiment {fo univerfally give 
us a diftinguithed preference. 


Tue: feafon being far advanced, ‘I thought it neceffary to hafteri my depatturé: 
Yt was not without relu@tancy I left a fcene, whicli at the fame time it gives occa- 
fion of compaffion for the diftreffes of the people, affords travellers a great field of 
amufement, but moft of all when the court is in that city. There is hardly any 
place in EvRopE more devoted fo pleafures and diverfions ; but we fee the canfe- 
quence ‘of this exceflive indulgence, though confined to a court. What has not’ 
THAT NATSON then to dread, whofe people rs GENERAL free themfelves from 
-reftraints, beyond the meafure which health will bear, and beyond the bounds 
which prudence or juftice warrants? The saxon amidft their futferings are gentle 
in their manners: they have the greateft paffion for mufic and poetry of any of 
the GERMANS} even the peafants have a rural tafte of them: and they have fome 
able men in thefe fciences, , : : 


Tue-goth of auguft I left prrspen, and travelled towards mrrssex, on the 
.banks of the exzz. The delightfulnefs of the weather contributed much towards 
heightening the natural beauties of this country. The corn-fields and gardens, 
meadow-lands and paftures, produced a charming effect. Hlere the eaftern — 
: . oe 


“3; "750. > > Ewas told that half a million of dollars intended for part of a paymeiit due to the 
king of Prussia, was actually paid away for the duke of mopena’s pictures ! 


& 
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. 
of the zppe are adorned with a great number of vineyards, fome of which are ad- 

. mirably fituated to receive all the advantages which the fun can afford in this lati- 
tude s*but the people fruftrate their own end, by fuffering the vines to ‘grow toe 

- high, and with too great a luxuriancy, fo that the grapes do not arrive to that 
maturity which a more judicious cultivation might afford. ‘The people are extreme- 
ly induftrious, and no ground is loft ; fome of the fteepeft hills are:-fupported by: 
many terrafies. As we approach to MEISSEN the valley grows very narrow, and 
part of the houfes on the banks are built on rocks, which rife perpendicular from 
the river, and form a very agreeable and romantic view. . : oat 


- Pag caftle of mzrssen, in which is the porcelain manufactory, ftands on the- 
aweftern bank of the ELBE, three GERMAN miles from DRESDEN : it is a very large: 
«building, and a place of fome defence. I had an opportunity of being confirmed * 
with*what fecrecy this manufactory is conduéted, for there is no admittance into’ 
the moft common part of the work, without an order from the governor of DRES- 
pen: nor are the workmen, as already obferved, ever feen without the: gates of this. 
ftrong hold. ‘Here I paffed the zLBE on a bridge, and after mounting a fteep afcent 
J came into a plain country: the road is good, and the foil rich and well cultivated ; 
towns, woods and pafture lands are agreeably intermixed, and combine to give arr 

idea of riches and pleafure; yet the inhabitants are poor, for the taxes fall heavy’ 

on the labourer. I arrived at srauB twO GERMAN miles and a half, and from thence 

to ST. HUBERTSBURG two GERMAN miles and a half; the country every where ap 
"pearing pleafant. = 


‘ ‘Tuss is a palace intended for the pleafure of hunting, of which I have‘already ob 
ferved the SAXON Court is IMMODERATELY fond. The adjacent country is proper 
for the fport ; and the king’s dogs and horfes are kept in order, by being exercifed: 
“twice a week. The hunting equipage of the saxon court is the more gay and 
” brilliant, as an uniform of yellow cloth laced with filver, is worn. on thele occa+ 
fions, by every one who appears in the field. ‘The palace is large,. but not _mag~ 
_nificent, nor was it yet entirely finifhed. The fix apartments intended: for the: 
queen, are lined with green damafk jaced with gold, and thofe for the king, of 

“crimfon, in the fame tafte. The dining-room, which is round, is an elegant 

apartment : the gallery ts of a good fize, and ready to. receive the fine pictures 

which the king had already marked for that purpofe from amongft his collection 

in DRESDEN. There is 2 handfome luftre of porcelain, which had been fent as a 

prefent from FRANCE a$ FRENCH manufacture, which appeared to me but little: 

inferior to that of saxony. There is a picture of st, FRANCIS XAVIER, Supported 
by an angel, done in crayons by the hands of the king’s daughter, new the 
dauphinels of FRANCE. © As this alliance flattered the ambition of the saxons, the: 
king had promifed great amufements to his people whenever this lady fhould bring 

a fon into the world, - The gardens of this palace were fmall, but the: fituation 

admirable, and the ground already laid out. for the enlargement of them. 

‘Tre grit I left sr. nuserrsaure. The roads in this neighbourhood are very 
good, and where the foil is inferior, induftry feems to fupply the deficiency. 
Klaving ‘travelled two GERMAN miles, I arrived at wuRTZEN, which is a:market 

: BE 5 town 
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; 5 

* town on the tiver MoLLEN, and has four hundred houfes, From hence to yrispsig 

is three German miles; fome parts of the road are fandy and difagreeable, though 
the land produces grain; and there are feveral towns and villages. “From prespen 
fo LErpsic is twelve GERMAN miles and a half, 


Leresic is one of the greateft trading towns in GERMANY ; its fituation is advan- 
tageous, for a place that has no river of confequence near it. Macpesurg, which 
is fituated on the ELBE, is fourteen GERMAN miles and a half diftance, and mer- 
chandize is brought trom ‘HamBoRG by that channel. What has diftinguifhed this 
city, through a long feries of years, is the liberty of confcience which has been 
indulged to all forts of people. Asa confequence of this indulgence, they have 
been induftrious in the cultivation of knowledge-and moral accomplifhments, The 
Univerfity eflablithed here has indeed, of late: years, declined very much: the 
feveral princes of GERMANY having the wifdom tg encourage learning within their 
own dominions; add to this, the neighbourhood of HALL, where the ftudents 

enjoy advantages: in point. of cheap living much fuperior to this place. Notwith- 

ftanding thefe circumftances, the number of ftudents in Lerpsig is yet very confi- 
* “derable, ; : 


THE wool which is collected. in this city isan important article, and contributes 
much to the wealth of the citizens, They have fome rich manufacturés, and are 
much diftinguithed for’ painted cloths, in imitation of tapeftry. Wars and inva- 
fions, with the want of Gconomy at court, have much humbled the pride of the 
citizens, and reduced that luxury which the advantages: of commerce had intro- 
duced amongft them. ‘The vifit which the king of prussra lately made them, 
was yet frefh in their: minds ; and the heavy Contributions impofed on them, fat 
heavy at their hearts. In this place are three fairs kept annually, viz. new YEAR’S 
DAY, EASTER, and MICHAELMAS, Formerly thefe were all very confiderable, but 
now that of EasTER only, - To thefe refort POLANDERS, HUNGARIANS, BOnE- 

* MIANS, PRUSSIANS, and. people from all parts of GERMaNy ; alfo FRENCH and 
TTALIANS, and-even:nysstans came hither, and bring the produce of their refpec- 
tive countries. Macpesura fupplies it with tobacco, which is the growth of that 
place: the quantity of this article confumed in GERMANY is prodigious : I have 


Accompts are kept here in dollars and gotte grofchen, of which twenty-four 

make a dollar : a ducat paffes for two dollars three quarters, Sundry coins are 

- current, but the pure saxon filver money is as hard to be found here as in prus- 

pen. The exchange on AMSTERDAM is ordinarily about one hundred and thirty 

* dollars for one hundred tix dollars current of the uwrrep PROVINCES. Their cent- 

ner is one hundred and ten pounds, different fron: the ENGLISH weight about two 
and a half per cent. ‘Their ell is twenty-two. inches and a half enouisu. 


Here are about forty thoufand inhabitants. within the gates, of which fixteen 
fsmilies are rReNcH refugees : the fuburbs al(o are filled with people, They have 
fix churches for the LUTHERANS, which is the eftablithed religion ; one for the 
reformed 5 and a chapel for the roman CATHoLIcs, which is in the caftle ; bite this 
. lait 
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Jaft is not permitted to ule bells. ‘They have introduced a new. kind of tukury even 
in their devotion : one of the capital churches has a numberof chapels projected 
about fix feet from the main wall, through which they communicate with the 
church, each chapel having its diftinét door without. Some of thesricheft citizens 
have beftowed on thefe auxiliary buildings fifteen hundred or two thoufand dollars. 
The fober part of the people think the expence had been better beftowed on the 
poor, as the affectation of fo great 4 diftinétion is by no means confiftent with that 
equality which is {uppoled to be among Ten in their addreffés to the Almighty. 
Ir feems to be the remains of that-paffion which the ROMANISTS have for the fplen- 
did embellithments. of their. temples: The contrary, of this may be feen in SOME 
COUNTRIES, Where the houfe of Gop is oftentimes left in.a worfe condition than 
a ftable. By a pretence of not drawing away the attention, by material objects, 
they make no provifion for common decency, nor fometimes for common protec- 
tion againft the weatlrer. The people here ,are indeed religioufly inclined ; it is 
their conftant cuftom to fhut their {hops every friday morning ; and during their 
devotions, which lait till cen o'cleck, if any perfon prefume to fell any thing, they 
are fubject to the fine of ten crowns. 


Tire fortifications of LEIPSTG feem rather Calculated for, the ufe of the inhabitants 
to walk on, than for defence. Thefe have however four ftone gates 5: and the 
citizens fupport two hundred fojdiers : this exempts them from quasters, though. 
they_are otherwife fubject to be faxed as arbitrarily as any other town in SAXONY. 
This city is of a very {mall extent, but the houfes are lofty, as well as elegant in 
their fronts. Some of them have three ftories of cellars, and granaries on the top 
of the houfes, to the number of “three or four ftories; fo that the whole makes an. 
appearance of feven, eight, or ning ftories. The ftreéts are clean, commodious, and 
agreeable, and there are two large fquares which are ufed as market-places. But 
what adds much to the agreeablenefs of this city, are the gardens which furround 
it, particularly the aPEL ° arden, which is in an excellent tafte, confidering that 
it is almoft upon a flat. fkatues are very indifferent, yet fo ranged as to pro- 
duce a pleafing effect. This garden was much in efteem with the late king 

- aveustus,: but at prefent it is fupported by the contributions of the citizens. 


* A man’s name. 
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A foort account of the inbabitants and revenues of ANHALT KOETHEN, ANHALT DESSALY, 
BINBURG and ZERBST. A fuccin# view of MAGDEBURG, and WOLFENBUTTEL. 
Of the revenues and forces of the court of BRUNSWiIC, with a view of the ducal pa- 
lace and gallery of piftures at sALTZDALEN. , 


EPTEMBER the fecond I took my leave of my friends in Leipsic, and 
S departed for LanpsperG; the road near Lespsic was full of waggons loaded 
with merchandize. The land is every whete well cultivated, but not inclofed. 
Hatt, which is fubjec to prussra, appeared at a fmall diftance: it is famous for 
its {chools and univerfity, particularly for ftudents in phyfic.. At LANDSPERG, 
which is three German miles and a half, we entered the pRussIAN dominions; the 
paffage from one fovereignty to another, in thefé parts, is very frequent: from 
- thence, paffing through ROTHENBuRG, which is the frontier of saxony, bordering 
on the petty fovereignty of the Prince of ANHALT KoETHEN, I arrived at the city 
KOETHEN, diftant four cerMAN miles. : _ 


Tus is a confiderable place, the inhabitants bein computed near fifteen thoufand. 
They have three churches, and the Principal manufacture of gold and filver lace in 
all Germany. It employs near a thoufand perfons: the ufual expence of their 
‘wages is fifteen thoufand dollars a week. They manufa@ure here yearly to the 
value of near a million of dollars, for which there is a detnand all over Germany, 
as well as abroad, The saxows acknowledge that the inhabitants of thefe little 
independent fovereignties Of KOETHEN, DESSAU, BINBURG, and zeresT, live in 
the land of milk and honey; whilft the knowledge which thefe people have of what 
the saxons and BRANDENBURGERS fuffer, convinces them that they are really 
-happy. Indeed thefe were the only people, confidered as a ftate, which before, or 
fince that time, I ever heard talk without complaining: : cats 


THose petty princes poffefs lands fufficient for: their expences, their revenues 
being reckoned about half a million of dollars. The tax on lands is four per.cent, 
which, rating them at twenty years purchafe, is not quite one fhilling in the pound. 
Upon ar! emergency the fubjects are capable of raifing half a million extraordinary. 
According to the conftitution of the empire, each of thefe princes is obliged to 
cloath, arm, and fupport one huadred men in time of war, for,the emperor’s fer- 
vice. The towns, in thefe little ftates, are not fo numerous in proportion to the 
extent of country, as in saxony, but. better peopled. The young prince of 
ANHALT KOETHEN has a palace in this town, but it is in a ruinous condition, He 
fupports a body of two hundred and fifty men, who are well cloathed ; his revenues 
are computed at one hundred and fixty thoufand dollars. He was now about nine- 
féen years of age, of a very remarkable comelinefs, and engaged in the {eivice of 
the king of penmark, 

a — 
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Tue third, I travelled through a country well cultivated, but not of fo rich 2 
foil 2s moft parts of saxony. SaLTZA, which lies in the road, is famous for} 
refining falt, made from an Adjacent fpring of fale water. The river say divides. 
the dominions of ANHALT KOETHEN, and BRANDENBURG: paffing over it in a 
ferry I entered KaLpe, where I found near a regiment of pruséggn foldiers, and 
was interrogated as ufual under pRussIAN difcipline. This was the firft, and laft, 
place in which I was pilfered; I difcovered the thief and obtained refticution, and 
was inclined to have him chaftifed, till I learnt-that the punifhment would be more 
fevere than the nature of the crime feemed. to require, st 


Tue fecurity with which one-travels in this part of the world, is a circumftance 
- much to be recommended, Here the peopte are fober and ferious; the duties of 
morality are taught arid inculcated, not by priefts only, but by parents: and as a 
natural confequence of a religious fenfe of things, thefts and robberies in time of 
peace* are hardly known amongft the GERMANS. This. is imputable to a frict 
difcipline, but it alfo arifes from the early impreffions of religion, which fo ap- 
parently prevail in this country. 


’ 


From KALBE to MAGDEBURG is four GERMAN’ tiles 5 the road is extremely good. - 
Yf it is warrantable to travel on the fabbath-day without necefity, ‘we onght at leaft 

ro perform the duty of public worfhip : I heard’a good’ difcousfe in, one of the 

erENcH reformed churches. I-have already taken notice of the piety of the Lu- 

THERANS, particularly as.expreffed in finging. On my entrance mMtO MAGDEBURG,, 

a band of vocal muficians, compofed of twelve ftudents, after morning fervice,. 

were finging at the doors of the citizens: this is but a genteeler way. of begging 3. 

however, it cannot be faid to encourage idlenefs. The performance pleafed me fo 
well that I engaged them for a fhoft time, and they received a fmall gratuity 
with great thanktulnefs. Here are two reformed, one FRENCH LUTHERAN, and. 

eight GERMAN LUTHERAN churches, ’all which hawe begn rebuilt fince 163. 


Tis town was then facked and burnt, and the inhabitants put to the fword, by 
the emperos’s general, count trey. The king of prussta, in his memoirs of 
the houfe of BRANDENBURG, mentions a very remarkable inflance of heroic virtue, 
viz. “ That twelve hundred virgins drowned themfelves in the ELBE, as the only. 
‘* means of preferving their chaftiry from the violation to. which it was. expofed. 
«¢ -Thefe examples,” adds this author, ‘ are admirable, but they are rare. If the ftory 
“* appears fabulous, it ought to be imputed to the corruption. of our manners, or 
« that the faék is not properly attefted.” It is poffible that a fenfe of honor, joined 
to the terrors of acruel enemy, might drive numbers.to this extremity, efpecially “as 
very few of the inhabitants were faved from the fword, except fourteen hundred: 
who fhut themfelves up in the cathedral. TE had. the pleafure’to find here feveral 
agreeable perfons of both fexes, to whom the letters I carried. procured me an intro- me 
duction. Indeed E every where experienced advantages of this kind, which though 
[travelled alone, rendered. my journey improving anid delightful. 


Tus 


® In'time of war travelling is faid to be dangerous, > Twelve grofch, or twenty-one perce: 


£ 
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Tuts place is remarkable: for its great magazines; for the reception of mer- 
‘chandize brought from HAmbuRG on the ELBE, and from hente fent by land to 
LerpsiG and other parts. Some of the veftels employed for this. purpofe are of 
feventy lafts, and though their fides are very thin, are generally deeply loaded ; they 
are flat-bottomed, and draw at mioft three feet water. The current near the town 
is very ftrong, There are fourteen floating mills for grinding corn sand to prevent 
the ill confequences of a rapid ftream, a fluice is prepared for the fafer paflage of 
* veffels with merchandize. Here are fome manufactories and remarkable buildings : 
in the great fquare at the main guard, is an antient ftatue of the emperor orHo, 
who in the year 930 is faid to have founded this city. 


Tue fortifications of this place are very remarkable, and diftinguithed through al} 
zuROPE. There are fix deep foflés: this, together with the lownefs of their works, 
renders the place very ftrong. Here -were three Tegiments; amoimting to fou, 
thoufand men; but to defend fo large a town, a much greater number is neceffary. 


Tue fourth; I travelled on to AKERRESLABEN, tWO GERMAN miles from Maq- 
DEBURG, which is therefore preferred as the moft convenient ftage; though it is 
more than, half a GermAn mile out of the way. The cerman poftilions wear 
the liveries of the country they belong to; in BRANDENBURG it is blue, in saxony 
yellow. They bear the king’s “armsy.and pay a tax of one third of the hire of 
horfes, to the crown.. They are frequently infolent, or ftupidly regardlefs of their 
duty to ftrangers, They ufe fmall frency horns, the found of which is fhrill; 
fome of them play tunes in no difagreeable manner, but the majority make a 
fhocking noife. Brandy, or unconimon fees of drink-money; will induce them to 
travel faft, otherwife they are infupportably dilatory. . 


I was yet in the Prussgan dominions, when my poftilion attemptéd ta pafs by 4 
particular way, and avoid the payment of a {mall road duty : upon this an officer; 
who was pofted at an avenue to prevent this prattice, rode up, flopped my chariot, 
and feized one of the horfes as a trefpafs. He would not defift till I alighted with 
my piftol, arid let him know, that whatever fault the poftiljon had committed, it 
could by no means reach me, who had paid for the horfes according to the laws; 
and was travelling under the protection of thofe laws; thetefore if he prefumed 
to detain me, I would refift him as a robber: upon which he thought proper td 
let me pafs, . 


~ Tue*next place we came to, was the city of HELMsreT, belonging to the duke 
of BRuNswic; it is furrounded with an old fortification, and had a gatrifon of two 
hundred of the duke’s troops. Here are two hundred ftudents, who are chiefly 
fupported by the bounty of their fovereign. From thence I departed for wotrrn- 
BUTTEL, being four very long GERMAN miles ; the road is good, but the country 
hilly, and the vallies aboutid in cattle. There are feveral groves of oaks, which 
being kept perfettly clean, have a charming effect. The inhabitants of the towns 
and villages have the appearance of great health and eafy circumftances, A few 
‘miles to the eaftward of this road are feveral mines of iron, copper, filver, and, 
they fay, fome gold alfo. In the dominions of the duke of BRUNSWIC, asiwell as 
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in thot of the elector of saxony, there is'a great variety of ore, which cpnftitutes 
a confiderable part of their revenues. Among fuch as are remarkable, they reckon 
that-which is of a deep emerald with filver-coloured points, like thorns; this ore 
is faid to contain a proportion of gold alfo. 


LARRIVED at WOLFENBUTTEL after the gates were fhut, but I proctired ad- 
miffion?. The houfes here are low, but the ftreets clean. The fortification is very 
neat and regular, but not calculated for any great defence. The {mall river oxar 
fills a mote round it, and affords water to the-inhabitants in a very convenient man- 
ner. Without the walls is an’ antient palace belonging to the duke, which is rather 
convenient than grand : here are feveral apartments well futnifhed, and two {mall 
galleries of pictures. En this city there is a good arfenal and library: I declined 
{eeing it, from an opinion that the fimple view of libraries, without examining 
their contents, is a more barren entertainment than furveying the fky, without 
thinking of him who made it. ‘ 


Tue next day I went on to BRunswic. About an ENGLISH mile from WOLFEN~ 
puTres is the palaceof ANTOINENBURG, beloriging to.theduke’s mother. For near 
two ENGLISH miles the road is bordered by trees and, groves of..wood-s. the whole 
way, which is fhort of two GERMAN miles, is agreeable... The walls.of. srunswic 
are lofty, and the fortifications of no mean note. This is the refidence of the prince, 
whom we ftile duke of woLFensuTTEL ; his majefty the king of GREAT BRITAIN, 
is a branch of that family, and takes the title of duke of Brunswic. The garrifon 
confifted of five regiments. .The duke’s forces are eftimated at thirteen thoufand, 
but I have reafon to believe the real number was then only nine thovfand, of which 
two thoufand are invalids. This is a great number for fo fmall a ftate to fupport : 
why fo many are kept in pay, in time of profound peace, is owing to the pride of 
thefe GERMAN princes, and the cuftom of their forefathers. Add to this, that they 
{ometimes receive fubfidies from great princes, in confequence of which they are 
obliged to keep up a number of forces. The BRUNSwic troops are very clean, and 
cloathed much after the pR#SsIAN ‘manner; but the men are fmaller, their arms 
lighter, and their exercife not fo exact. : 


‘Yun arfenal of this city contains nothing very extraordinary : in the ROMISH 
times they: fay it was.a church, in the gothic tafte, but now very much changed, as 
well in the exterior part as the infide, which contains three ftories. There are about 
fixty pieces of brafs cannon, feveral cohorns and mortars, and ten pieces of large 
b,als battering cannon of an enormous fize, with a great quantity of fmall arms,» 
but not all in the beft order. It feems to be the folly of moft princes, to preferve 
many ufelefs arms, merely for fhew ; or for the fake of their antiquity. 


Ow the ramparts is a curiofity of a mortar-piece of. brafs,, made in aarr. It 
is ten feet fix inches long, and nine feet two -inches diameter, weighing one 
thoufand eight hundred quintals: it has ninety three quintals of iron in the 

: carriage. 
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io 
carriage. Tt will carry a ball of feven hundred and thirty pounds weight to the dif- 
tance of thirty-three thoufand paces, and throw a bomb of one thoufand weight; bur 
it requires fifty-two pounds of powder. 


Here are feveral churches, one in particular, which is a very antient gothic 
building : but the appearance of its antiquity feems to be abforbed in the frequent 
repairs it has undergone. The top of-it is ornamented with twenty large paintings, 
reprelenting the prophets of the old teftament in the clouds of heaven, ‘which gives 
the building a very folemn air. The high altar is of marble, adorned with the 
ftatues of the four evangelifts, and fupported below by moszs and aaron, 


Tus branch of the houfe of srunswic is very numerous, confifting of near 
thirty perfons, who live in great harmony, » But’ this family is unhappy in having. 
one confiderable branch, .in banifhment, im RusSrA 3 and another living in a ftate 
of: widowhood, the king * her hufband being alive, and, to appearance, in good. 
health. : 


Tue revenues of this country are faid not to exceed a million and a half of dollars », 
and though the court is fo numerous, the cecanamy of it is fuch, that the duke has 
his theatrical and mufical entertainments, and foreigners are received with great 
civility. Perfons of great -diftinction, -being confidered in fome meafare y nan 
equality, feldom leave this court’ without being extremely: well fatisfied with the 
reception they meet with. Encursu ‘noblemen, in particular, are well received 
when they occafionally pafs that way. The duke feems to confult his. eafe and. 
happinefs, rather than che parade of life. He generally appears. in. his coach with 
three other perfons of. his family. His livery .is yellow, laced with a galloon of 
blue filk and filver, and he has ufually four footmen behind ‘his coach ; two pages 
in blue cloth.laced with filver, on each fide of it 3 and,a fervant in. livery. riding be- 
‘fore him to prepare the way. ; 


Te duke’s palace of sartzDAHLEN is worthy the curiofity of a traveller : it is 
fituated at the diftance of .a long cermMan mile from BRUNSWIC, in a very mean 
village, and the road to it is but indifferent. The Breatelt part of this palace is 
of timber; the rooms are moftly lined with painted cloths, which have a tafte of 
grandeur at a finall expence. Here I obferved the magnificence of a fovereign. 
prince reftrained by a parfimonious regard to {mall revenues,. and to the neceflary 
fupport of a family and an army, The garden, is in no bad. tafte, but the ftatues. 
are very mean. The gallery of pictures is a noble apartment, and its contents not 
Jefs worthy. of attention ; the end of it divides into feveral apartments. The left 
wing is furnifhed in a grotefque tafte with cma. porcelain, ranged in. an agreeable 
manner: another is full of pairited enamelled ware, great part of which is faid to be. 
done by RaPHazL of urgino, when he was enamoured of the potter’s daughter : 
but I fancy RaeHazL never made a tenth part of the quantity which is aferibed. 
to him. This colleétion is. faid to be above two hundred years. flanding. Of 

— pictures 


* The king of raussza, ® Two hundred and fixty-two thoufand pounds, 
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picturgs there are many curious originals, fome remarkable for the fubject, and 
others for the execution. aes 


Some of the pictures which ftruck my fancy, were ADAM and eve viewing ABEL 
after his death, and pulling open- his. eyes; they are fuppofed to be ignarant ist 
what circumftances he was: aBEL’s-body appears as turned towards one..ia three 
different views; this piece is by srrupst. Our Saviour on the ctofs. . Prince 
EUGENE the imperial general. Lewis XIV. and his two miftrefles ; thefe appear 
to be fine pieces. The afcenfion, by vouGERMAN, is much efteemed; the king of 
POLAND, they fay, would’gladly pairchafe it at any rate. The marriage of two 
JHOLLANDERS, the young man.and woman looking tenderly at each other, while 
the parents are equally:attentive to the notary who draws up the articles. The 
woman of SAMARIA folliciting our Saviour’s mercy, pleading the argument of 
dogs eating crumbs from their mafter’s table. The famous REMBRANDT, his wife 
and three childreh, in one piece, done by himfelf. Jupira and her attendant, ‘an 
old woman, holding HoLLoggRNes’s head juft cut off, the face yet appearing with 
fome marks of life. Sernoma, a famous sPANZARD, by RuBENS. A FLEMING, by 
vaN DYKE. ‘Time plunged into an abyfs by stsxnery ; an angel is reprefented 
with a ring, whilft old Tre is tumbled headlong ; the execution.of this piece feems 
to be much inferior to many others. PETER delivered from prifon by the angel, 
by srzivpeck. A reprefentation of the doctrine of the crofs, and facred hiftory, 
oppofing the-vain imaginations of prophanie hiftory, and driving away the vicious" 
beings by which the heathen gods are reprefented, by jorpan. CepHazus and 
procris, an exceeding fine piece. ‘The reprefentation of ABRAHAM embracing 
his fon after the trial which God made of his faith: piety and joy here feem tc 
contend with each other, whilft his looks exprefs a feraphic adoration ; this piece 
is done by LIEBENS. 


Tue dutchy of srunswic carries on a trade of fome confequence with Bo- 
wemia. The country abounds in hops, which are efteemed the beft in all cer- 
many : they have likewife great plenty of turnips, of the feeds of which they make 
good oil. ; 


CHAP. 
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_ had almoft betrayed me into a perfuafion that I fhould find myfelf at home there. 
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The author purfues bis Journey to the elettorate Of HAaNoveR. 4 brief account of the 

. city of HANOVER, its Palace, flables, inbabitants, Of the revenues, Soldiery, ec, 
Reflettions on court language. A Soort account of the palace and Sarden of teren. 
HAUSEN, . 


HE feventh of feptember I. travelled On to Paine, three GERMAN miles , 

I this place is in the bithoprick of HILDESHEIM, and now fubje& to the eleGor 

of coLocne, whofe troops were quartered here. From hence to Z@HN, 2 finall> 

Place in the eleGorate of HANOVER, is two GERMAN miles ; the road is good, . but 
moftly on a heath and barren land. : 


Here F had an Opportunity of difcovering a new fpeties of corruption; or rather - 
an iniolent abufe of authority, The electorate of HANovER is diftinguithed from 
moft others in GERMANy in this inftance, that it does not draw any Part of the 
revenues from poft-horfes, ~ They pay here only fix grofth a GERMAN mile for 
each horfe, whereas in POMERANIA, BRANDENBURG, and SAXONY, they pay eight, 
But as in thofe countries they ufually put in four horfes to a common chariot, and, 
demand payment only for three, that number being fuppofed fufficient ; in HANOVER 
they ‘infift on being paid for the four, defeating the intention of the legiflature, by 


this a@ of inhofpitable extortion, 


From z2un to the city of HANOVER is two GERMAN miles; the preateit part 
of the road ig very fandy, and difagreeable = but the foil produces Corn,. and there 
are fome pleafant Btoves near the road. The city of HANOVER on this fide appears. 
at the diftance of a long GeRMaN mile, as if it ftood in the midft of a wood, 


Upon entering the HANOVERIAN dominions, I could nor help obferving a parti- 
cular difference in the countenances of the inhabitants from thofe of the BRAN» 
DENBURGHERS.: for though the Jatter are polite, their perfons. cleanly, and ‘their 
houfes elegant ; yet is there not the fame *ppearance of a comfortable life, as in, 
HANOVER. Theé reafon of this will foon appear, if we compare the different go- 
vernments, and different views of their refpective fovereigns. 


Tug king was now at GHOERD, a hunting-palace twenty-eight German miles 
from the city. It is faid that twelve hundred perfons can be accommodated at this. 
place, where his majetty makes a Sreater expence than at any other diverfion. The 
woods are cut into viftas, and the tra@ of country fo large, that the trees which 
were blown down in a late ftorm, though computed at eighty thoufand, are not- . 
withftanding hardly miffed. : 


THE connexion which ENGLISH fubjeéts are feppofed to have with HANOVER, 


& 
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Tr is a vulgar notion, that ENGLAND is the chief fupport of that electorate; how 
ill founded it may be, I fhall not take the pains to enquire; but ] eould not 
avoid obferving a certain coldnefs and indifference in EWoxisn travellers in re- 
gard to HANOVER; who, though anxious, in the dominions of foreign princes, 
to fee things lefs worthy of note, are apt to pafs over this city without any at- 
tention, - f 


‘Count wILLIaM BENTINK being in the fame inn, did me the honour of a 
tranfient. vific: this nobleman is particularly polite in his manners, and has a great 
Jove for*the eNcLis. The count, who is feigneur of Rooy, and of the fame 
family as the duke of rortuanp, is greatly beloved by all the well-wifhers of the 
hhoufe of oRANGE; which, it is faid, he had a great fhare in reftoring to the ftade- 
holderfhip. : 


I wap alfo an opportunity of paying my refpeéts to a certain noble peer, pof- 
feffed of many amiable qualities. He gave me as gracious and polite a reception 
cas I had any title to expect, who hardly ever faw him before. As I had no court- 
«lependences, nor. were here any temptations to other amufements ; I was at liberty 
to indulge my thoughts in moralizing on this occafion. 

A cerTain emiffary from Hameurc fent, about this time, to the court of HANO- 
‘ver, returned home in high joy, from the great honor which. had been paid 
him; though not a jot of his bufinefs was done. Men unufed to the language of 
courts, may, like Sir FRANCIS WRONGHEAD in the play, be eafily deceived into 
the imaginary poffeffion of riches and honors, when thefe foft words are fpoken 
‘by men in the higheft ranks of life. But when courtiers aré conftrained to dif- 
guife their fentiments, can we, with propriety, fay, they are fo high in dignity as 
the private gentleman, who dares to fpeak the language of his heart, and is under 
no kind of neceffity of {peaking any other language ? 


One of the apartments in the king’s palace being appointed as a chapel for 
the fubjeéts of the church of encianp, I had the pleafure of hearing Doétor 
younc, one of his majefty’s chaplains *, preach. Whilft we are travelling 
through countries where we have no particular intereft, where we are fojourners 
conly for a few days, in a literal fenfe, fhall we neglect to call to mind, thar 
country where we fhall live for ever! Or fhall we think it an impropriety to 
blend’ the confideration of both worlds, whilft they are in their nature fo in- 
feparably conneéted ? Whether it was from the great diftance of time, in which, 
I ‘had not heard any preacher of note; or the excellency of the difcourfe, fet 
off with the advantages of the dottor’s gefture, voice, and: propriety of expref- 
fion; but his words feemed to have at leaft as much force as the fweeteft 
eloquence of the moft accomplifhed courtier, To lerid an ear to the courtier, 
and take his word for fome uncertain fhort-lived good, whilft we are totally 
aleaf, or carelefsly inattentive to that of the prieft, who promifes certain and cter- 
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; icity, is as common, as for men to think more of this world than of the 
next. + | 
« 
Bur unhappily for mankind, thefe emiffaries from heaven too often utter their 
important truths with lefs emotion; and, to APPEARANCE, with lef attention to the 
-prport of the words, than the couRTizR can have to his complimental declara- 
“$ions, Tt was perhaps on this principle the celebrated Mr, poor Jufily remarked, 
that the fictions of the ftage have ufually penetrated mens hearts, at leaft for the 
stime, much deeper than the realities which are uttered from the pulpit. To foften 
this matter, it ought to be remembered, that a ftrong and harmonious voice, a 
mufical ear, and a devout heart, are things which rarely meet in one and the fame 
man, The great objection feems to confift in this, that the spiritual pare of the 
legiflature have declined into an inattention to this article; and cuftom, joined to 
the freedom of Great BRITAIN, in fome meafure makes it neceflary tor them 
to appoint all perfons, who prefent themfelves, if their lives and their learning 
are unexceptionable, whatever their defeéts may be in regard to voice, ear, and 
expreffion, 


Terre are however many preachers in ENGLAND of admirable fkill in oratory ; 
many whofe manner, language and doétrine afford «the higheft delight to a moral 
mind and give occafion to their auditors to fhow as great marks of their tafte, as 
of their virtue. Unhappy thofe whofe poverty in both, contraéts their joys to 
pleafures of a different nature! pleafures which are rendered valuable, only from 
the expence they create; or fuch as ought to be fhunned, becaufe they are dange.. 
rous. The caufé of religion feems to fuffer with the decline of that refpect_ which 
is due to a profeffion the moft dignified in the world. A reverence for prieft and 
for religion, will, in the minds, at leaft, of the common people, ever accompany 
each other; and, ia one fenfe, there are more common people than is generally 
imagined. In ENGLANp there feems to be much greater danger from the immora- 
lity arifing from this caufe, than from ecclefiaftical power or pride. 


To return to my fubje@: Hanover is, in many refpects, pleafant ; and, though 
fhort of BERLIN, Or DRESDEN, it may be deemed elegant: it is every day im- 
proving, and that part which is called the new city has feveral agreeable 
houfes. It is watered by the tetna, which is a branch of the aLLer, that runs 
into, the weser, and confequently communicates with BREMEN 3 but it carries 
on no trade worth mentioning. The fortifications are not formidable, but the 
walk round them is very agreeable. : 


. Te king’s ftables are magnificent ; befides his riding hories, which were then 
abfent, they contained thirteen complete fetts of coach harfes, the moft beautiful 
of their kind. : 


Tut palace is fituated upon the banks of the LeIna: it has feveral courts 
within it, In confequence of a fire which happened not many years fince, 
great part of it has been rebuilt. The rooms are commodious, as well as grand, 
:VouL Non “? and 
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and many of them are hung with very rich tapeftry, for which this palo 
moft diftinguifhed. = 


Tue opera-houle, as well as the theatre for the rrexcH comedians, which are 
both within the palace, are anticnt, but commodious. The whole is rather rich, 
decent, and elegant, than {plendid ; but it has fomething more folid than any-!. 


faw in GERMANY. 
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‘Tus, guard is always mounted, and open table is kept even when the king is not* 
in bis eleétoral dominions ; at which time the adminiftration, compoted of a council 
of ftate, is conducted wich the utmoft dignicy. During the whole winter there is a 
play twice a week, and a concert.as often. The courtiers, without exception, take 
place according to the military rank that is-affigned them: at the fame time that 
this feeds their hearts with that pride and emulation, which is one of the great 
properties of courts in general, it fupports that good order and difcipline which is 
effential to a military government. 


"Tue king’s forces.in the electorate are faid to be twenty-four thoufand. They 
are defervedly diftinguithed for their valour, of which they gave fuch fignal proof - 
in the late war, that even thofe politicians, who make it a point to oppofe the: 
mieafures of the government, muft confefs, that our confidence in them was more 
judicioufly repofed, than in any other of our good friends and allies. Thefe men 
do not appear fo tall as the excuisu foldiers ; but in other refpetts, bear a great 
affinity to them. 


‘Tux revenues of the electorate are about four millions of dollars *, The finances 
are faid to be in good order, which is not improbable; for although this electorate 
has been fo frequently threatened with invafions, war has. not, reached. its. bowels 
now for a long feries of years. A confiderable part of the revenue arifes from 
the filver mines. The number of inhabitants in the city of Hanover hardly 
exceeds fifty thoufand. : 


T was told in BRAND*NBURG, that the HANOVERIAN women were remarkable for 
their beauty ; but I confels, that I could not difcover any fuch women ; it is true, 
my eyes were then extremely weak. - 


Bur nothing here is fo much recommended to the attention of travellers as the 
king’s palace at HEREN-HAUSEN, which lies about two ENGLISH miles to the north- 
ward of this city. The way to it is throbgh an agreeable avenue of trees, but the 
road is fandy. 1 know not if I was moft mortified, or furprized, to find a building 
incomparably fhort of my expectations ; for though in ENcraup, itis faid, our 
hofpitals are palaces, and our palaces more proper for hofpitals *; yet I had fallen 
gnto an opinion, that this palace, fo much talked of, was indeed grand, and worthy 
of his majefty. Princes, like other men, have oftentimes prejudices in favour of a 
paternal inheritance, and the refidence of their forefathers. Ernest aucustus, the 

: king’s 
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. King’s grandfather, built this palace about eighty years fince*: the greateft part of 
it is of wood, and the apartments in general rather give an idea of a largé antient 
manfion-Neule of a private gentleman in ENGLAND, than of the palace of 4 great 
monarcn, It has fome rich and decent furniture, and good pictures: Cuaries 
THE FIRST, and prince RuPERY in particular, are faid to be originals, and diftin- 
~-guithed for their likerefs, : 
Tue garden however may juftly be admired. I faw none in GERMANY compa- 
«rable to iz, though ic wants thofe exquifite charms and inchanting variety that an in- 
equality of ground produces, of which we have numerous proofs in GREAT BRI- 
TAIN. Qne fide of the garden is covered by a narrow piece of water above a quar- 
ter of a mile in length. The walks are moftly of gravel made wide and fpacious; 


large fquares and bafons dividing the feveral parts of the garden. The intermediate 
ipaces are formed by lofty groves and orchards; the whole produces a grand effect; 
but in my judgment, not very rural. The ftatues are moftly of ftone, and do not 
appear to me of the firft rank. The jet deau, erected by Mr. Benson in 716, 
perhaps excecds any thing of the fort in the world; it throws the water feventy feet 
high. Here is alto a fylvan theatre, according to the GERMAN tafte, on which plays 
and mafquerade are fometimes exhibited: ic is adorned with ftatues, and occafion- 


ally Hluminated in a grand tafte. 


In this palace, it is faid, the king moft unbends his mind: and whilft he: 
enjoys an uncontrouled authority, has the entire pofféflion of the hearts of his 
fubjects. Such cannot be the limited power of a sritisH monarch: but he cer- 
tainly has the fincere love of mucw the greateft part of his people in Great Brt- 
Tain; the real friendfhip of many near his perfon; and the veneration, even of 
thofe few, who are too much THEIR own enemies to be entirely nis friends, to 
thele we may add a country, pofleffed of all the advantages of nature and art, in- 
comparably fuperior to the electorate. Notwithftanding this feeming {uperiority, 
thofe EnGLisu fubjects, who judge difpaffionately, and enter a little into the hu- 
man heart, will foon find reafons to confider a king, as man like themfelves, 
and thus reconcile the conftancy of his majefty’s affection for his HanoverIan 
dominions. Whether fach an affection will exift in the minds of this illuftrious 
family ih ruruRe ages, ruTURITY only can difcover. That the HANOVERIANS 
are as impatient for the abfence of their ELEcror, as any BRiTIsH fubjects can he 
of their KrxG, is obvious; fo natural is it to mankind, to covet the fight and pre- 
fence of their fovereign, when he is a good prince. ey F 

Ont” great topic during my flay at HANOVER, was the treaty juft then 
concluded between the BririsH crown and the UNITED PROVINCES on the one 
part, and the elector of pavarra on the other, with regard to a fupply of forces, 
in caic of need, for which Bavaria is to receive an annual Tebfidy of near forty 
thouland pounds. The fofferings of Bavarra in the late war, one would ima 
gine, were fuflicient to detach her elector from FRANCE, though fuch an emolu- 
ment-had not been given. The generality of people in ENGLAND are apt to complain 
that. thefe fubfidies “are injurious to the honor and welfare of their country; but 
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if it is neceffary to fupport an intereft upon the continent, as, in forhe lights, it 
muft be granted; theic GERMAN princes, whefe intereft or inclination may 
induce, them to enter into alliance with us, wiil as naturally demahd of vs 
fome kind of reward for their friendfhip, as the poor expeét.to be relieved by 
the ‘bounty of the rich: and although more may be paid fora thing than it 
is worth; yet in fome cafes, is it not as much our intereft to give moderate 
fubfidies, as it is for other princes to take them? We fee that the Frencx, wie 
are very acute in their politics, are as little difpofed to give fomething for nothing 
as we poffibly can be ; and yet they pay to PRUSSIA, COLOGN, DENMARK, SWEDEN, 
POLAND, and the republic of Genoa, near fix hundred thoufand pounds, which I 
apprehend is near twelve times as much as we pay in fubfidies*. As cuflom is th 
law of mankind, whilft the fyftem of political intereft remains on its prefent footing, 
thofe nations who by commerce are in the way of accumulating riches, will hav 
demands on them for part of thofe riches, whenever the affiftance of other prince: 
-js, in acertain degree, neceffary to preferve that power by which thofe riches a 
acquired. And whil{t we commit depredations on one. another, by arts of corrup: 
tion, even fuppofing the giving of moderate fubfidies to be an evil, if it is fuch ag 
evil as the conduét of other powers renders neceffary, we have the lefs reafon t 
complain. 


fand pounds, The moft provoking circumftances in regard path foreign fubfidies, is being deferted 
in time of need; and yet we are, in this refpect, on the fame footing as the FRencw, fuppofing we giv 


« The lait fubfidy to saxony, together with that of navarra, I believe does not exceed fifty = 
with the fame attention to the natural intereft of thofe who receive, as the FRENCH do, 
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